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1
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 23 January 2005

2 Samuel 1  
Godly Thinking

The people of God have been promised a glorious destiny. They were to be the community through whom all peoples 
would be blessed. "I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you" (Gen 12:3). They were to be the society that all other societies would be able to model on. They 
were to live in a land flowing with milk and honey. They were to be a proud and prosperous people. 

Nearly 300 years ago Moses had marched with a triumphant company of people out of Egypt. With great excitement and 
with hearts full of hope this young nation had settled into their promised land. But now all the excitement had gone. Now 
they were being pushed steadily from the land. The mighty Philistines had decided that they wanted the land and with 
their powerful military machine they were having their way. 

The book of 1 Samuel closes on a depressing note. Saul and his heir, Jonathan, had been killed in battle with the 
Philistines. They had smashed the Israelite army to pieces. They had conquered the land. They had come to occupy the 
land (1 Sam 31:7).

As far as the Philistines were concerned the land of Palestine was theirs and the Israelites would not be a part of the 
future. This was the point at which the Israelites ceased to exist. It was they who gave the land its new name � Palestine. 

And if it were not for the promises of God one would have had to agree with the Philistine assessment. A surface 
assessment would have to conclude that Israel was finished. But if the promise of God were valid then in spite of the 
current situation Israel was not finished and could not be finished. 

We have just lived through one of the worst natural disasters ever. Nearly 250,000 folk wiped out. On Boxing Day, at 12 
noon our time, the tsunami hit ripping through with a force that tore up everything before it; devastation and destruction,
whipping children from the arms of mothers, wiping out village after village, smashing to pieces the nicest of resorts, 
totally rearranging the environment. 

And does God care? The old saying goes, �if God were a God of love and power He would never have let it happen. So 
He is either not very loving or not very powerful�. 

But God is love and He is powerful. It is He who has told us that this world we live in cannot sustain us. Tsunamis come, 
cancer strikes, cars crash, babies die, old age creeps up on us all. The real issue is death. We live in a world that is not 
capable of protecting us from death. In fact we live in a world where life is precarious. 

If this world is all that there is, if there is nothing beyond the coffin, if the only existence we are to know lies in the 
present, then God has indeed failed to care for us. But could it be that there is more?

Could it be true that when God promises us a paradise in which there is no more mourning, or tears, or pain or death, He 
is speaking the truth? Could it be true that when God calls us to trust Him He is actually expressing deep and abiding 
love? Could it be that God is calling us to an eternity which is beautiful beyond our imagination?  

And could it be that in spite of the mess Israel found herself in that day the promise of God would stand and Israel would 
yet go on? Could it be the people of God did in fact have a destiny that no Philistine army could wipe out? 

David was living in exile. He and a group of some 400 hundred men and their families were living outside the land. Saul 
had been so threatened by David that David had moved out of the kingdom and had settled in Philistine territory. He was 
over 100 kms from the spot where Saul had gone to war with the Philistines. So it was three days after the destruction of 
the Israelite army that David finally hears the news of the destruction of the Israelite army. 

The man who brings the story announced by his very appearance that he was the bearer of bad news. Torn clothes, hair 
clogged with soil and dirt were signs of mourning and distress. We know that he was a young chap (v13) and that he was 
from the tribe of the Amalekites (v8) - an Amalekite living with and among the Israelites. Rather like an Italian, or a
German, or an English person living permanently among the Australians. 

David asks the man for a report of what has happened. In the last chapter of 1 Samuel we read the story of the last battle 
that Saul had with the Philistines and of his death. We know that Saul was struck and seriously wounded by an arrow 
and knowing he was in danger of being taken prisoner and tortured he suicided by falling on his sword. What David is 
about to hear is not the truth. 

He comes as one who has �escaped� the Israelite camp. Does he mean the prisoner of war camp? Or does he mean that 
he was one of those who �escaped� being killed? We are not sure. 

This chap presents himself as the one who had put Saul out of his misery. He makes the claim that he was the one who 
had plunged the sword into Saul. He wants to take the credit for killing Saul. He is a liar and he fills out his story with 
extra detail. We know that in his agony it was to his armour bearer or body guard Saul had turned. But this very trusted 
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soldier would not put the sword to the king. It is quite unbelievable that at this point Saul would have had the energy or 
the interest in speaking to an unknown soldier. 

Nevertheless this chap does have some proof that he was there when Saul died. He has brought with him Saul�s crown 
and his arm band, the royal bracelet worn on the upper arm. There was no doubt that this man had been there when 
Saul died. These items of great worth would have been stripped from the body very quickly after death. And that is what 
this man has done. He has plundered the battle field. He was a looter. 

But this fellow has not taken these items and sought to sell them. No, he has brought them to David. And by giving them 
to him the fellow is suggesting that David is the new king of Israel. This is why he falls on the ground before David. This 
is why he is paying David so much honour. He is suggesting that David is the new king. 

The man is a liar and a schemer. 

This young Amalekite would have known that David and Saul were incapable of working together. He would have known 
that many considered David the much better candidate for the job of king. And he would have thought that David would 
have been keen to have had the job at any price. But his deductions were wrong. 

The young Amalekite assumed David would be pleased to know that Saul was out of the way; that David would be 
pleased to now have in his hands the crown; that David would be pleased with him for bringing these things to him with 
the definite news of Saul�s death. 

But the Amalekite has not allowed for the fact that David does not think the way he does. David is a man whose
understanding of life is coloured by what he knows of God. David is someone who thinks about God and what God is 
doing. 

The young Amalekite must have heard of the stories of Saul driving David from Palestine, turning him into a refugee,
hating him so much that he wished him dead and gone. And he worked on the assumption that this being so David must 
hate Saul just as much and be just as keen to see Saul dead.

David had suffered much at the hands of Saul, but David was committed to God. And a commitment to God meant a 
commitment to forgive one�s enemies. Godlike people forgive and David was struggling to be God-like. 

David may not have known the prayer but he knew the sentiments; �forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us�.

We the people of God fight with all our might the powerful urges to get even with those who have wronged us. We work 
hard at not holding grudges. We struggle constantly to forgive those who have hurt us. We understand the nature of life 
and know that we will be hurt and we refuse to let those hurts produce bitterness within. We are the people of God and 
therefore we think and act differently. The Amalekites of this world will never understand the way we operate. 

The Amalekite does not know that David had had the chance in the past to see Saul die. But he would not. David knew 
that God had called Saul to be king of Israel. To be the leader of God�s people. And David knew that in time God Himself 
would remove Saul. To touch Saul was to pre-empt God. It was to force God�s hand and David would not have a bar of it. 

David had known for a long time that the leadership would one day be his. And many times he would be tempted to hurry 
the process along. But to give into that temptation would be to give into the temptation to doubt the promise of God. 

God had promised David that one day he would lead the people. David so believed God�s promise that he knew he had 
to do nothing to make it come about. God would do it. Joseph lay in a dungeon in Egypt hundreds of kilometres away 
from his family. He too believed the promise that he would one day lead the clan. He knew that all the might of Egypt 
could not keep him from his destiny. And David knew that Saul could not keep him from his. And this being so all Joseph 
had to do was wait and all David had to do was wait. 

There is a particular tribe where they put much emphasis on demystifying all the things that are mysteries to children. 
When the children reach a certain age they are all brought to a ceremony. It is dark and they are confronted with beings 
with strange clothes and masks. Each of the beings is recognised as some spirit that they have heard about as children -
spirits that they fear. The beings dance around the children producing the most fearsome emotions of anxiety. Then the 
beings all rush into an underground cavern with the door shutting behind them. When all is quiet the parents rejoin the 
rather frightened kids. The parents then make the kids go down alone into the cavern. By this time the kids are scared 
witless. Nevertheless tears and shoutings will not stop the parents pushing the kids down the steps and into the cavern. 
As soon as the kids are at the door a hand reaches out and snatches them in. But instead of it being a frightening 
experience it is the very opposite. The beings no longer have their costumes on or their masks. These are now laid down 
on the floor. What the kids see are their fellow adults from their community, uncles and older brothers and granddads 
and so on. What the kids learn is that there are no spirits to be scared of. Thinking that there were spirits abroad was all 
part of being a child and now is the time to move beyond childhood. In the adult world there are only people to deal with, 
no spirits. Our society does the same. We remove from our thinking any thought that God is active in our world. And what 
we end up with is a distorted view of reality.
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The Amalekite thought this way. If David was to be king then David would have to do something about the matter. It was 
either David or nothing. But this was not David�s understanding of things. David knew reality and reality was that God 
was active and in time God would bring David to the throne. David did not have to get into any skulduggery in order to 
achieve God�s goals. 

David�s primary goal was never to be the king of Israel his primary goal was always to do the will of God. If it were God�s 
will for him to be king then he would be. But if it were God�s will for him to be king then God would bring it to pass. David 
would not have to scheme and orchestrate to have the position. Be very careful when you find yourself moving off the 
straight and narrow in order to achieve some goal or purpose. God�s primary goal for you is that you live an honourable 
life, nothing more and nothing less. If the only way you can be rich or successful is by being less than honourable then it 
is simply not worth it. 

Six years ago today, on the night of 22 January 1999, Graham Staines and his two young sons, Philip and Timothy, were 
burnt to death by Hindu extremists in India. Graham and his wife Gladys along with their three children were missionaries 
in India working with sufferers of leprosy. On the night of the murder Graham and his sons were sleeping in their station 
wagon on a camping trip. Their car was surrounded at 12:20 am the three of them were beaten up and then forced back 
into the car and the car was set on fire. The three of them were incinerated while the wild mob looked on. Fortunately 
Gladys and 12 year old Esther were not there. They were at home. In coming to terms with the tragedy Gladys says she 
was helped by a story that she had heard somewhere. It concerned a young 12 year old girl in hospital who was losing 
her sight. Her pastor came to visit her and she told him �Pastor, God is taking away my sight�. For a long time the pastor 
kept silent and then said, �Jessie, don�t let Him.� The girl was puzzled. Then the wise pastor said, �Give it to Him�.  You 
can read the story in �Burnt Alive� by Gladys Staines and Others (p42).

The Amalekite had no understanding of submitting to the will of God. But submitting to that will was the very centre of 
David�s life. It is no wonder that the Amalekite completely misread David. 

At the end of the day this is not a story about David becoming king. It is a story about the people of God. Who is king is a 
secondary matter. David is not happy about the fact that he can now take charge, he is grieved about the fact that the 
people of God are now in a terrible mess. 

But the Amalekite does not understand this. He thinks it is all about David having the throne. 

The only thing that David is on about is the care of God�s people and the honour of God. �Our Father who is in heaven, 
may Your name be honoured�.  Seeing God�s people knocked about like this was a source of depression to David. That 
he might gain something from the matter means nothing to him. 

In fact what now falls on David�s shoulders is the awesome responsibility to try and rebuild this shattered community. 
Here is leadership. It is always about serving. There was no palace for David to move into. There was no army for him to 
take command of. There was no land for him to claim to rule over. All he inherited was a crushed and defeated 
community. Anyone looking for honours would have walked away from it all. 

The only reason that he will be king is in order to enrich, bless and strengthen the people of God. How he wishes that 
they were not at such a low ebb. 

David then expresses his grief at the state of Israel and the loss of her king and the loss of his dear friend Jonathan in a 
lament. This song was to be more than David�s private song. It was to be taught to the community. This was a piece of 
history they were never to forget. 

Grief has a permanent aspect to it. When you lose someone dear you never fully get over it. For the rest of your life you 
remember. Israel has lost her first king. She will never fully get over it. Always they will remember Saul. 

As with all songs it is not straight prose. �Your glory� is of course their king. The �heights� is the high ground in battle, the 
last place to be taken. Gath and Ashkelon are principal Philistine cities and David is dreading the exalting that will go on 
in the Philistine communities over Israel�s loss. 

David would like to think that the place where Israel lost her king will never again be a place where good things happen 
like farming. 

David cures Gilboa with barrenness. It is the place of Israel�s defeat. It is the place of Israel�s disgrace. David never 
wants Israel to forget the tragedy of this defeat. David wants Israel to contemplate how and why it happened and to do all 
that they can to make sure it never happens again. 

Even though both king and heir are now dead and their end anything but glorious, one must never forget their great 
contribution to the community. In his early days Saul had led well and there were many who had benefited as a result. 
More, Saul and three of his sons died fighting to defend the people of God. They gave their lives for their people. And for 
all their other failings they need to be remembered for that. This is why we have war memorials all over Australia. 

In fact the lament passes over all Saul�s short comings. David simply deals with Saul�s good work in being a defender of 
the people of God. Here is grace. David wants Saul�s good remembered and he is quite happy for his failures to be 
forgotten. It is this song that he wants taught. At this point David would not have known just how much of the full story of 
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Saul�s life would be passed down in history. But he knew that this song would be for he was going to make sure that it 
was. And in his history of Saul the good would be remembered and the bad forgotten. 

This was a conscious effort on David�s part. He chose to remember the good in Saul and he chose to forget the bad in 
Saul. This is something that God does for us when it says that He remembers our sin no more. And it is something that 
we can do for others if we will. 

But the high point of the lament is saved for Jonathan and not Saul. David had never experienced the sort of love that 
Jonathan had shown him. Jonathan had put his own interests aside in order that David could prosper. He was even 
willing to give up his right to the throne for David�s sake. 

David�s mother loved him. And his wives loved him. But none had made the sort of self-sacrifice that Jonathan had for 
him.  That his mum and his wife would care for him was taken as a given, but that the son of the king should care for him 
was a constant wonder. 

Jonathan�s actions give us a glimpse of Jesus� actions. What Jonathan did on a small scale, Jesus did on a huge scale. 
Jonathan was willing to give up his right to the throne for David. Jonathan was willing to bring David into the royal family. 
Jonathan who was next in line for the throne would not hog it but welcomed David to it. 

And Jesus gave up His place at the side of God and came among us and worked as our servant. And He will share His 
reign with us. 

In the end Jonathan died for a nation that was to be handed over to David. There was noting in it for him. David would be 
the beneficiary of his sacrifice. And we are beneficiaries of Jesus� sacrifice. 
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2
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 30 January 2005

2 Samuel 2  
God�s Way

The last chapter closed with David�s lament for Saul and Jonathan. It is a sad and stirring song. David ordered, that is he 
demanded, that the song be learnt. David wanted the story of Saul remembered. Saul had been the king of Israel, their 
first king, no less. David did not want this piece of history forgotten. 

In his early days Saul had led well and there were many who had benefited as a result. A large section of his reign may 
have been anything but auspicious, but that did not detract from the good he did. More, Saul and three of his sons died 
fighting to defend the people of God. They gave their lives for their people. They needed to be remembered. 

History is a vital subject. In almost every town in Australia we have war memorials. On each one is listed the names of 
the chaps who went from the town or district and fought in the Great War. At first many of these memorials listed only 
those who had died, as does the one we have here in Beaconsfield. In what we now call the Great War 60,000 young 
Australians died. None of their bodies were brought home. Most of the dead were buried on the battle fields. So there 
were no graves for mums and dads and wives and children to go and grieve at. But each Australian community put up a 
cenotaph in the most prominent place they could. On the cenotaph were placed the names of those from the local 
community who died in battle. Each small community of our land was saying we must never ever forget what happened. 
We must never forget why these young chaps went and died. If these men believed so passionately in this country and 
its freedoms that they were willing to fight and die for them, then we today must be very careful to treat this country with 
great respect. 

General John Monash was an ANZAC and went ashore with the troops in April 1915 to fight at Gallipoli. He was there for 
the whole eight months of the ill fated campaign. 11,000 troops died in what the British who had arranged the campaign 
were keen to forget. But Monash was keen that no one ever forgot what his men had done at Gallipoli. He was 
determined that his men would march on the anniversary of that day for the rest of time. In 1919 the war was over but 
there were still thousands of Australian troops in England awaiting transport home. It was Monash�s intention to have his 
men march on the 25th April, but the British War Office would not hear of it. They would not have Australian troops 
marching through London on the 25th April. They claimed that there were lots of other occasions when the Australians 
could have a parade and they were not going to arrange yet another parade on this particular date. Now Monash as a 
result of his brilliance in the war had had a number of personal meetings with the king and the king was so impressed 
with the man that he had told him that if ever he stood in need of a favour all he had to do was ask. Monash informed the 
War Office that either they gave him permission or he would ask the king to order them to give him permission. The 
streets of London were blocked and 5,000 proud diggers marched with their General at their head, (Monash The 
Outsider Who Won A War, Roland Perry, 2004, p460).

Monash was alive to the same issue. What has happened must not be forgotten. Before the troops marched that morning 
Monash addressed them and reminded them they were part of a company, and a nation who had every reason to be on 
parade with pride. 

So much of what the OT has to say about God is given to us via stories. We now have a detailed account of David 
coming to the throne. The story runs for three chapters. It is a messy story. It is a tedious story. It is a depressing story. 
But it is a story that we need to read and know. 

In our minds we would like to imagine that Saul died and David became king. We know that ultimately that is what God 
wants. Samuel had poured the oil on David when David was just a teenager. David is the anointed one. We all know 
David�s destiny. We would like to think that it is just a matter of Saul dying and David taking over. In fact the book of 
Chronicles records the story this way. If the book of Chronicles was the only history we had of this time then we could 
very well be under the illusion David became king without any stress or hiccoughs. 

It would have been so easy if all Israel had just fallen in behind David. But it is never easy. There is always someone to 
cause trouble. David will now have to face seven years of civil strife before he finally brings all Israel under his 
leadership. And after dealing with the internal issues he will still have to face the Philistines. 

This story takes place in the real world; a world full of difficult people, a world where everything goes wrong, a world 
where things very rarely fall neatly into place, the sort of world that we live in. David�s road to the throne is going to be 
painful and difficult. There will be no peaceful transition of power. Just because it is God�s will that David should be king
does not mean this will go smoothly. God will have to bring David to the throne in spite of obnoxious people. David will 
have to suffer the self-centeredness of Abner and Ish-Bosheth. He will have to suffer Joab�s pigheadedness. 

We must never think that just because we are serving God things will always come together easily for us. One of the 
reasons Jesus told the parable of the Sower is to get this point across. The sower works very hard. He is out there 
scattering his seed for all he is worth. But where does the first quarter of his work go? It goes on to totally unsuitable soil 
- rocky, shallow, and unproductive. There will be no crop from this section of his work. Then what about the next quarter 
of his labour? That all falls on to the path ways. Birds come and eat it. There will be no crop from this section of his work. 
And then his next block of effort. That falls on to land where there are weeds growing and the weeds choke out his work. 
What we see is that three quarters of his effort goes nowhere. Yes, there will be a harvest. But what we must see is that 
it does not come easily. 
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Read the letters of the NT and what do we see letters to churches that are roaring along without a care in the world, 
churches without problems or problem people? No, they are letters to churches that are suffering a pile of different 
problems and suffering from unhelpful and uncooperative people. 

God is quite happy to allow all of this. In the difficult years of moving forward to the throne God is not wasting time. These 
difficulties are having a profound affect on David. You can have instant coffee but you cannot have instant character and 
instant maturity. David�s faith is in the promise that he will be king, is being tried and tested and in the process being 
strengthened. And rest assured God is perfecting His church, you and me, as we battle against all the troubles that come 
upon us. 

David has been in exile. He has been living abroad. He comes back and settles in the southern end of the land, well 
away from the Philistines. This is the land where his tribe lives. The tribe of Judah take him and own him as king, but not 
the other tribes. A son of Saul, Ish-Bosheth has been accepted by them and made king. However Ish-Bosheth is in a 
very weak position. The Philistines are so strong that he is not even able to live in the land. He resides in a town on the 
other side of the Jordan well to the north. 

Basically the Philistines control the heart of the land. Ish-Bosheth is over on the east side of the Jordan to the north and 
David down on the southern fringes of the land. David cannot even live as far north as Bethlehem his home town. 

Before he moved back into the land we are told that �he inquired of the Lord�. How easy it would have been for David to 
have simply rushed back into the land and sought to assert himself as king. But David is a Godly person and Godly 
people are only interested in doing what God wants. It will be seven years before David has his true position. But if 
waiting is God�s will then David is happy to wait. As we said last week, David�s primary goal is not to become king of 
Israel but to do whatever it is that God wants. 

David knew his Bible. The stories of old gave him direction. Abraham knew that one day he would be a father. But he 
failed to wait and produced untold pain in bringing Hagar into his family and from her Ishmael (Gen 16). David waits 
before moving up to Hebron and he is willing to wait to be the king of Israel. 

Do you remember the days of �stand by� airplane tickets? You would simply role up at the airport and buy a ticket to say 
Adelaide for about a quarter of the going rate. But then you would have to sit and wait for a plane that was not full. This 
could be an hour�s wait or literally an all day wait. Now if you looked around the waiting lounges you could work out who 
was on a �stand by� ticket. Those with a booked seat sit there and read or sip coffee or quietly wander around the shops. 
Those who are on �stand by� are edgy and constantly standing at the counter asking if there is any news yet on the next 
available seat. They stand there hoping that on the next flight or the next one or the next one there will be a spare seat 
for them. The difference in their attitude is confidence. The one person knows they will be on the next flight and so they 
relax. The other does not have a clue when they will be flying and so they are ill at ease. Now David knew that in God�s 
good time he would be king of Israel. So he did not need to be anxious nor did he need to do anything underhand to 
hurry the matter along. He had a booked seat and there was no need to fear not going on this appointed moment. 

Hebron was an out of the way place. Nevertheless David is now back in the land. It is a tiny beginning. In time David will 
rule all the land and after him will come the great Solomon empire. The unpromising form that the kingdom takes at this 
point must not blind anyone to the reality that the king has come. David has little power and little glory at the moment but 
that does not alter the fact that the kingdom has come. 

The kingdom of God may not look very glorious. In fact it may look like it is in its Hebron stage. We do not see much 
power or glory. But let�s not kid ourselves. The kingdom has come. The people of God may not look too flash or too 
smart but that does not detract from the fact they have a glorious destiny. 

After settling in the town of Hebron with his wives and family along with his 400 men and their families David hears the 
story of what the good folk of Gilead had done for Saul. At some cost to themselves they had taken Saul�s body from the 
battle field and had arranged a proper burial. Showing respect for Saul was not going to endear them to the hostile 
Philistines. Nevertheless they willingly did all that they could for Saul. 

Saul is dead and can no longer be their saviour. He can never again do for them what he had when the Ammonites had 
threatened to blind in the right eye all the men of the town. The saving of the city of Gilead was the start of Saul�s 
kingship and it was a token of what leadership was all about. Saul had not gone to Gilead to rule over the folk, he had 
gone there at some cost to protect and care for them. Having seen the kind of leader he was they could not submit 
quickly enough to his leadership. 

David�s first recorded act as the new king down in Judea was to offer friendship and comfort to the folk of Gilead. This 
was the type of man he was. 

David is suggesting that he will be the same sort of leader. He is inviting them to come to him and trust him for 
protection. David wants to be king of Israel, not because he wants the power and the glory, but because he simply wants 
to save his country. He wants to serve them. He knows Philistines and Ammonites are around. He does not want to be 
the leader of Gilead simply for glory, but in order that he might protect them. There is nothing in it for David other than 
more hard work and battles. When Saul first came to the throne he did not really want the job, he knew it would be hard 
work � he would have been better off on his farm, and so it is with David.
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That David was willing to move back to the land shows us what sort of man he was. He could have spent the rest of his 
days living down on the Gaza Strip. He was 30 he had two wives and a family to bring up. Gaza would give him a good 
living and a quiet life. It would have been an easy life, but not the life of a man who cares. 

General John Monash was put in charge of the total Australian forces fighting in France in 1917-1918 - some 200,000 
men. It was an enormous load. He was a man in his fifties. He had already served with distinction at Gallipoli. He was not 
a regular soldier. Before the war he was a member of the CMF. Such was the drain on him that he lost a quarter of his 
body weight. His right hand developed a perpetual tremor. But the last thing on his mind was going home. And why? 
Because he cared for his men and would not let them down. 

His achievements were many. It was he who on 8th August 1918 launched the battle that broke the back of the German 
army. It was he who had smashed the Hindenburg fortifications, Germany�s last defensive system on French soil. King 
George V actually went out to the battle field to knight him for his efforts. But when Monash came home after the war it 
was the diggers who honoured him the highest because they knew that this man cared. 

David offers to be to the town of Gilead their king and their deliverer. He is not hanging out to rule over them. He simply 
wants to be there for them. They need a king and he is willing to fulfil that function as a true leader.

Jesus attracts us by His character. He is gentle and lowly. It is His compassion and care that we respond to. We warm to 
Jesus� promise that He will give us rest (Matt 11:29). Jesus does not order us He wants us to fall in love with Him. 

David wants to care for them nothing more. And Jesus wants to care for us nothing more. 

This month our relationship with Indonesia moved from a long chill to the warmest embrace. Our Prime Minister on our 
behalf pledged $1 billion in aid to help the Indonesians over the terrible effects of the tsunami. When our Prime Minister 
John Howard arrived in Jakarta the Indonesian President, Susilo Bambang Yodhogono literally hugged him. The gift 
changed everything. All of a sudden Australian soldiers were on the ground and active in Aceh - a place previously 
forbidden. Howard told Indonesia, �We are here to help you in your hour of need�. And the Indonesians believed him 
because they saw that in every shop in every town in the country there were donation tins for gifts to tsunami victims. 
Australians did not seem to be able to give enough. The Indonesian President declared Indonesia would �never forget 
Australia�s generosity�. When Australian troops with their guns arrived in East Timor in 2001 they were not happy and 
wanted them out, but when those same troops arrived in Aceh, a similar province in a number of ways, the doors were 
wide open. 

Why do we Australians want to be in Aceh? Only to help. Why does David want to be in Israel? Only to help. Why does 
Jesus want to be in your life? Only to help. 

The commander of Saul�s army was his cousin Abner (1 Sam 14:50). He had survived the great battle with the Philistines 
that had taken Saul. Rather than lose his position of power he had helped establish Saul�s son Ish-Bosheth as king. He 
was a strong and powerful man. Without him Ish-Bosheth would be nothing. 

If David was to have the throne then Abner and Ish-Bosheth would be without jobs. It was self-interest that drove these 
men. The last thing on their agenda was what would be best for the people. 

Abner and Ish-Bosheth have one goal - power. Their first concern is not the well being of God�s people. If it were they 
would seek God�s direction. If it were they would acknowledge David�s position. Abner was there when David killed 
Goliath. Abner knew what Samuel had said about David. But Abner was not particularly interested in what God had to 
say. Abner was fully aware it was God�s will that David have the throne (1 Sam 13:14). 

Abner cannot see that in rejecting David he is rejecting the best thing that could happen to him. He sees David as an 
enemy when he is not. 

Last week alone there were 11 suicide car bombings in Iraq. The soldiers are very jumpy. A few nights ago in Tall Afar a 
car approached a patrol of American soldiers. It was dark and the soldiers indicated to the car to stop. Apparently the 
driver in the dark failed to see what the soldiers were trying to communicate to him. Oblivious to the soldiers� instructions
and quite innocently the driver just kept on going. The soldiers following standard procedure opened fire on the vehicle. 
Two seconds later when it was all over the soldiers found to their horror, mum and dad killed in the front seat, leaving six  
blood splattered but mostly unhurt orphans in the back. The family were from a pro American part of town. These were 
friends of the Americans. The soldiers had attacked friends and not enemies. 

Abner and Ish-Bosheth insist on having their own way and the outcome will be strife. So it is civil war breaks out and the 
chosen king has to deal with opposition and rebellion. 

Abner marches south and meets up with Joab, David�s general at Gibeon, which was much closer to where David lived 
than where Ish-Bosheth lived. With all the tribes but Judah under his control Abner thought defeating David would not be 
too hard. And with David out of the way he would enjoy sovereignty over all Israel. 

Abner comes from the other side of the Jordan. He is the aggressor. He is on a campaign. David hears of Abner 
marching toward him and Joab goes out to meet him long before he reaches Hebron. 
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The armies stand off at a respectful distance from each other with some sort of reservoir between them. The pool of 
Gibeon was a cavity some 80 feet deep with a spiral staircase leading down to the water. The pool was 37 feet across. 
Rather than simply launch into battle Abner suggests a contest, much like the Goliath incident. Twelve soldiers were 
chosen from each side. It was a disaster. In a matter of seconds 24 good men were dead. The immediate response was 
for the troops of both sides to attack. 

Joab and David�s men were the superior. Abner and his men were soon in full retreat. It seems that Abner had 
miscalculated the strength of David�s people. Joab was the son of David�s sister Zeruiah, two of his brothers were also 
fighting that day. One of them, Asahel made it his business to go for Abner. There was no doubt in anyone�s mind that if 
Abner was removed it would be the end of Ish-Bosheth. But Abner had not been the most powerful soldier in Israel for 
nothing. He had no trouble killing Asahel. 

He killed him with a ruse, allowing Asahel to come up close behind him as he was chasing, then suddenly stopping and 
thrusting back with this spear. The butt end of a spear was often sharpened so that the spear could be thrust into the 
ground and be ready for action (1 Sam 26:7). Asahel would have had his eye on the sharp end of that spear he had no
idea what damage could be done with the blunt end!

The death of Asahel was not expected. No one thought that the brother of their general would die. It is this death that is 
the catalyst for bringing this day�s fighting to a close. But it had been a terrible day. David had lost 20 men and Ish-
Bosheth 360. 

Abner had failed. And if only he could see it, all his rebellion against the true king will do more damage to him than to 
David. 

Many years later king Jesus will say to a young rabbi, �Why kick against the goad?� And He says to you today, will you 
not come and submit to Me? 
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3
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday  6 February 2005

2 Samuel 3:1-21  
In the best Interest of others.               

The last chapter gave us a glimpse of the gruesome nature of the civil war that lasted nearly seven years. The story 
moves on but no more stories of casualties, or battles and reports of nasty and violent incidents are given. With what we 
are given in chapter 2 we all know what war is about. All we are told here is the war lasted a long time. What we must 
see is that the kingdom comes very slowly. And it comes with pain and suffering. David will not simply walk into 
Jerusalem and rule over a united Israel. He will come there via pain, despair and agony. He will come there in spite of 
men like Abner and Joab. 

Jesus said it would be like this. He said the weeds would grow with the wheat (Matt 13:30). The field would look messy 
and indeed would be messy. And so it is that the church grows in the midst of mess and trouble. The church has difficult 
people in it. The church looks and is messy. 

The monastic movement was in part an attempt to pull back from the mess. To set up communities which were nice and 
clear with no nasty issues, but it is not the way. God has chosen to do His work in the mess and we are fools if we seek 
to avoid the mess. It is here in ordinary churches like this one with all its problems that God is at work. 

We are told that during the time of the war David grew stronger while Abner and Ish-Bosheth grew weaker. The listing of 
David�s wives and family is given here as an indicator of David�s growing strength. It is all happening so slowly. But God 
had promised that David would rule and the slow growth of David�s strength and family are signs that God is at work. 

David�s household of six wives was a sign of his prestige. The household of a king was not a normal household. Only 
someone with significant wealth could maintain such a household. In that culture a king�s reputation and power was 
measured to some extent by the number and beauty and importance of his wives. 

What does the Bible say about polygamy? I once spent time talking to a chap who was convinced that the Bible
condoned polygamy and that it was the sort of life style that he would like to investigate! 

The Bible does not condone polygamy. Jesus gives us the categorical statement about marriage. "Haven't you read," he 
replied, "that at the beginning the Creator made them male and female, and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate" (Matt 19:4-6). One male and one female bound together 
for life. This is the way it should be. This is the ideal. Anything other than this and a certain level of pain is inevitable. 

Now the stories in the Bible take place in the real world. And a number of significant Bible characters copy the culture 
around them and take multiple wives. The Bible writers do not condemn them outright. They do something else. They 
show us how their family lives fail to work. Whether it is Abraham and his grief when he finally has to send his �second 
wife� away, of Jacob who is incapable of loving Leah as much as Rachel and so ends up setting the sons of one wife 
against the sons of the other resulting in the most awful family breakdown. Or now David, where we will see in time the 
son of one wife raping the daughter of another wife, and the son of that wife murdering the son of the first wife. 

God had a better way for His leaders, back in the book of Deuteronomy the word had been given, "Your king must not 
take many wives, or his heart will be led astray" (Deut 17:17).

David may have been a good man but he was anything but a perfect man. If he were perfect he would not need the 
grace of God. At the end of the chapter David describes himself as �weak�. He is acknowledging that he has not got what 
it takes to bring in the kingdom. He is not strong enough to hold men like Joab in line. He is not strong enough to push all 
evil out of his kingdom. 

If this kingdom is to come it will have to come because God is at work. 

Sir John Monash�s power and influence reached its peak in the late 1920�s. Here was the man who had commanded 
200,000 troops in battle - the man who led the way to victory in WWI. In 1928 he was fighting for the growing SEC of 
which he was the chair, when he put a proposal to the McPherson Nationalist State Government for an extra allocation of 
a million pounds in funding. It was rejected. Sir John decided that a �no� was completely unacceptable. He made it his 
business to present himself in person at the Cabinet and argue his case. Sir John (who was a full General in the army) 
arrived at the outer doors of the cabinet room, recalled Robert Menzies then a 34 year old junior honorary minister in the 
State Government. He demanded admittance to the Cabinet room. The amiable Premier asked Monash to be brought in. 
When he entered the room every cabinet member stood up �instinctively�. �We were in the presence of a man we knew
was a greater man than we would ever be,� Menzies said. Monash went on to argue his case and left with everything that 
he wanted (Monash The Outsider Who Won A War, Roland Perry, 2004, p501). Monash had his way because he was a 
powerful man. He built up the SEC using his phenomenal intellect and personal and magnetic power. But the kingdom of 
God does not grow this way. 

The power in the kingdom does not lie in powerful individuals. Paul captures the essence of the matter, "When I am 
weak, then I am strong" (2 Cor 12:10). What strength he exhibits in his work is the strength that God gives and not 
personal strength. 
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The kingdom of God grows not through powerful men and women but through hundreds of thousands of very ordinary 
individuals through whom God is working. David knew that the only reason the kingdom would ever come is because 
God would bring it and we must know the same truth. If the kingdom is to come God must bring it. In the end there is a 
sense in which the kingdom �fell into David�s lap� in that he did not have to fight for it as we shall see in the next few 
chapters. Day by day we should pray, �Thy kingdom come�. And day by day we should know that the kingdom is coming. 
We never have to get into a sweat about it. 

As time went on Abner became more and more disenchanted with Ish-Bosheth and after some seven years of living 
under Ish-Bosheth Abner rebelled. He went and had sex with one of Saul�s concubines, Rizpah. 

This was not a matter of sexual activity. This was a matter of status. No one, but no one, has sexual activity with the 
wives or concubines of the monarch. Well not if you wanted to live that is! 

So when anyone did in fact take a king�s wife or concubine it was tantamount to �taking on the king�. It was an act so 
defiant that if the ruling king was not able to have the one who touched his wife killed, it meant he was too weak to 
control and rule. 

There will come a time when Absalom will launch a coup against his father David. And the very first thing he will do is go 
and have sex with his father�s concubines. Not only will he have sex with them he will have the fact proclaimed abroad. It 
will be his way of stating categorically that he is now king and there is nothing David can do about it (2 Sam 16:21&22). 

A deceased king�s harem belonged to his successor. Rizpah was Ish-Bosheth�s. Even if Ish-Bosheth and Rizpah had no 
relationship, it did not matter Rizpah was �not available�. 

The reality was Ish-Bosheth is too weak to do anything about Abner�s actions. He spoke to him but was too afraid of him 
to deal with him. Abner denies he has been disloyal to Ish-Bosheth. But his actions are an act of terrible disloyalty. 

The way in which he answers the king back shows both how strong he was and with what contempt he held Ish-Bosheth.
He assures Ish-Bosheth that he has been loyal to this point in time but he will not be any more. 

Abner abandons Ish-Bosheth and makes an overture to David. He tells David that if he makes an agreement with him he 
will bring all Israel over to him. We are not told what the agreement he was looking for was. But we can assume it would 
be the job of general. He was chief of Saul�s army and he would want the same role in David�s army. The problem was 
Joab already had that job!

But what do we see, Abner coming to submit to the rightful king? No we see Abner coming to do a deal. 

Abner states that he is fully aware of the promise God had made to David to make him king. But while he thought he had 
much to gain by standing with Ish-Bosheth he was quite happy to ignore God and all that God had said. But when he 
realised that Ish-Bosheth was going nowhere then and only then is he ready to do what God wanted. 

The only reason Abner is going over to David is because he had something to gain. It had nothing to do with doing what 
God wanted or doing what was right. There was no seeking to do God�s will. The only thing that mattered to Abner was 
what was best for him. 

Abner knew the Word of God. Abner knew who he should submit to. And now he will but only because it suits him to do 
so. Yes, Abner is going to do right but for all the wrong reasons. 

Donald Gray Barnhouse tells the story of a young chap who was down at a frozen lake with his mate. The young chap 
stood on the lake�s edge watching his friend skating around when all of a sudden the ice gave and his mate dropped 
through the surface and into the icy water. Well at quite some risk to himself the young chap went about rescuing his 
friend. He slid out on to the ice and put himself in the most awful danger of having the ice break under himself as he 
helped pull his friend from the freezing water. Some time later he was honoured at a civic function. His bravery was a 
matter of some note in his community. After all the fuss had died down someone asked him how he found it in himself to 
so unselfishly go out on the ice and pull his friend out of the water. �Well� he said, �I really had no choice, you see he had 
my new skates on�. And we say �well he did the right thing but the motivation was all rather selfish� (Davis, p38).

We are on the edge of all this type of thinking whenever we preach the prosperity gospel. Come to Jesus and you will be 
healed, come to Jesus and your finances will boom, come to Jesus and see your problems melt away. No! we come to 
Jesus because Jesus is King and not for any other reason. We come to Jesus because that is the right thing to do and 
for no other reason. The temptation to do right but for the wrong reasons is very strong. 

David was no fool and he knew what sort of a man Abner was, a man who would turn on his leader, a man who was 
ruthless and had his eye on the top job. David knew Abner would be no more loyal to him than he was to Ish-Bosheth. 

Look how Abner approaches the people of the north. He appeals to their self-interest (v17). It was all about being 
rescued from the Philistines. It was not about is this what God wants.
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Nevertheless the overture from Abner awakens David to the fact that slowly but surely the kingdom is coming and so he 
decides to ask for his wife Michal back. Michal was a daughter of Saul and therefore a sister of Ish-Bosheth. 

David must have had some feelings for Michal. But that was not the reason he asked for her back. The reason he 
wanted her back was that she had been given to him by Saul. Michal was the public proof that Saul wanted David in the 
royal house. Michal would strengthen David�s hand in his bid to be king of all Israel. But the sad thing is what was best 
for Michal was the last thing on his agenda. 

For reasons we are not sure about Ish-Bosheth complied and gave the order that Michal, who had remarried, be taken 
from her husband, a man called Paltiel (1 Sam 25:44), and sent to David. 

This is a sad story within a story. Obviously Paltiel and Michal had a marriage full of love. But the affairs of state were to 
take precedence over their personal feelings. Michal was again to know the bitter taste of losing a husband. Michal had 
lost David when she had helped him escape from her father. David had run in the night while Michal covered for him. 
Michal had not been able to follow David into exile. Who knows what pain this must have caused them both because 
they had obviously been much in love (1 Sam 18:20). They had been separated from that time and to cement the 
separation Saul had arranged for her to be remarried.  

David and Michal had married we assume about the age of 20. They were forced to separate within a year or so of being 
married. Both now had new partners. 

This is not one of David�s best stories. He made a decision, but did he care about the effect that decision would be on 
Michal? Obviously not. But is he alone? Is the effect of our decisions on others one of the first things on our mind or one 
of the last?

Everyday we hear of �suicide bombers� they are a key feature in the on going war in Iraq. Ahmed Abdullah al-Shayea a 
21 year old had come from Saudi Arabia to join an insurgent group. He was committed to help drive the Americans out of 
Iraq. On Christmas morning (2004) he was given his first assignment, to park a tanker truck full of explosives near the 
Jordanian Embassy in Baghdad. He didn�t know that four fellow terrorists in a Jeep Cherokee following a safe distance 
behind held the remote-control trigger. When they pushed it, an explosion thundered across the city, killing 10 Iraqi 
policemen. But al-Shayea, unlike scores of other bombers who�ve been vaporized beyond recognition, was blown 
through the windscreen and against all odds survived, (Bulletin, 8 February 2005, p42) Poor al-Shayea did not know he 
was going to be a suicide bomber. He was being used in the cruellest way possible. 

No, obviously we would not blow someone up to further our goals. But who has not been guilty at some stage or another 
of �using� someone.

If David had cared more for Michal then he had for himself, he would never have made this demand. But her coming 
home would help him and that was all that mattered at that point. She and Paltiel would have to simply wear it!

The sad thing is it was all for nothing. Michal�s return did nothing to strengthen David in his movement toward the 
kingdom. More, their relationship never returned to normal. In fact in just a few years they will have the most awful row 
and it seems the fact Michal never had children by David is telling us something about their relationship. 

How different to Jesus, whose every decision is based on what good it might bring others, including the greatest decision 
of all, to go to the cross. That was not in His best interest but it was in our best interest.  

"Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the 
same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness"  (Phil 2:4-7).

What a statement �Made Himself nothing�. And why? In order that we might be made something. 

What a King we have. What a kingdom He is building. What a privilege is ours to be a part of that kingdom. What 
obligations we have to act like citizens of this kingdom. 
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4
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 13 February 2005

2 Samuel 3:22-39 &  4:1-12  
This kingdom has laws

Abner comes south having decided that he would be better off under David than under Ish-Bosheth. We note that Abner 
does not come to David because it is the right thing to do. He does not come because David is God�s appointed ruler. He 
does not come because he realises that resisting David is in essence resisting God. No, he comes for one reason. It is 
going to be better for him under David than under Ish-Bosheth. Doing right is good. But doing right for the wrong reasons 
is not good. 

Well, Abner came to David with an escort of 20 men. David treated him royally. Abner made promises of bringing all 
Israel over to David when he comes and in so doing bring the civil war to an end. After a decent feast, David sent him 
away, presumably to see what he could do. In the choice between diplomacy and war David was choosing diplomacy. 

David sent him away in peace. That means in security. A truce is now in operation. 

Following Abner�s departure Joab arrives. He has been out fighting. While the meeting about peace had been going on 
Joab had been dealing with yet another skirmish. The civil war was still in full swing as far as Joab was concerned. 

Joab is incensed. He is not happy about this new policy of making peace with the northern tribes. Abner is an enemy and 
not to be trusted. As far as Joab is concerned the only reason Abner would come to Hebron would be to spy. Joab had 
seen too many of his men die at the hands of Abner. More, he had seen what Abner had done to his brother. Abner is 
the enemy and there is only one thing to be done with enemies! 

So Joab decides to take matters into his own hands. Far from backing David�s peace plans, far from seeking to unite the 
northern tribes with Judah peacefully, far from seeking to wind down the levels of hostility, Joab choses to escalate the 
battle. 

On his own initiative he sends messengers after Abner. Abner was only 2 � kms into his journey home when he is called 
back. Abner assuming that David wishes to bring some other item to the negotiating table comes back. He comes back 
suspecting nothing sinister.

Upon his arrival back at Hebron, Joab approaches him as if to have a private chat. Abner completely at ease and 
suspecting nothing is an easy target for Joab. The moment Joab was close enough he stabbed him in the stomach. For 
Joab it had to be in the stomach for that is where Abner had thrust his spear into Asahel. 

Joab then immediately declares the act was not murder but the fulfilling of his obligation to avenge the death of his 
brother, Asahel.  The role of the kinsman redeemer was an ancient one (Num 35:16-21). But it did not apply in situations 
of war! And Joab knew that it did not. 

Everything about the death of Abner was wrong. Joab knew that David did not want Abner dead. But Joab was only 
interested in what Joab was interested in. Abner had killed Asahel in self-defence. Abner had killed Asahel in battle. It 
was broad daylight. But Joab kills Abner in the shadows, in secret. Abner has died like a criminal dies, in a back ally fight. 
He was not bound. That is he was not taken prisoner, tried and found guilty. 

Joab can make all the claims he likes about his duty to avenge his brother. But they are not true. His real motivation for 
killing Abner was insecurity. If Abner and David are doing business the chances are that Abner, the older, Abner the 
more experienced, Abner the chief of all Saul�s men will become David�s right hand man and Joab will be pushed aside. 

David was as keen to see himself king of all Israel as was Joab. But if David thought there was a chance of doing it via 
peaceful means rather than spears and daggers David was keen to do it. David had as much reason to hate Abner as 
had Joab. But David had it within him to forgive and seek peace. Joab did not. David was the Godlike person and Joab 
was not. David showed love and kindness to his enemy. David was keen to be reconciled to his enemy. David was 
willing to give up bitterness and revenge. 

But why does he show kindness to his enemy? Because he is under orders to do so. The world of that day only knew 
sovereigns who were totally free to do as they liked. They were answerable to no one. Not so in Israel. Here was 
something new. The king of Israel is not a free agent. He lives under the law. Here is a new kind of kingship, a king who 
must obey orders.

Here is a king who is not really a king. A true king is the one who has total say. The king that Israel has who is really 
�king� is God. These people understand that they live in the kingdom of God. And the king who gives the laws and the 
orders and who says what is right and what is wrong is not David but God. Which means that whoever is king in Israel is 
also under law and not a free agent. 

And if the real king, God, orders His people to love their enemies then David will obey no matter what he may feel like 
doing. If God the King says, �in My kingdom we love our neighbours as much as we love ourselves�, then David must 
obey (Lev 19:18). 
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So at the end of the day Joab was not really on about building up God�s community. He was a rebellious man. He knew 
the law of God the king just as well as David did and he chose to go against it.  

Joab is not in the least like his boss. David was willing to wait years and years while Saul had the throne. David knew 
that it would not have been in the best interests of the kingdom to push Saul aside, and if it were not in the best interests
of the kingdom David was happy not to be king. 

Jonathan knew that David would make a better king than he would so handed over to David his right of succession. 
Jonathan was much more interested in the well being of the people of God than he was in his position. 

Joab presented himself as one who cared about David and the kingdom. But no, all Joab cares about is himself. He 
wants the top job. He wants to be seen as the chief soldier. His first concern is himself not the community.

David is appalled at the murder. He is horrified at this turn of events. He calls down the most terrible curses on Joab and 
his family. 

The curses are strong. To have a constant running sore would be to be perpetually unclean and therefore perpetually 
barred from public worship (Lev 15:2).  What he is trying to say via the curse is that such an action as that of Joab�s is 
not the action of a person who belongs in the kingdom of God. 

David then asserts his authority over Joab by ordering him to take his place in the official mourning party. Abner�s funeral 
is probably the last place that Joab wants to be. But David insists that he face the music. David insists that he take 
responsibility for his actions. There are consequences for all our actions and Joab is not going to be immune from the 
consequence of what he has just done. 

In last week�s Bulletin magazine (8 February 2005, p10) there is a letter to the editor criticizing the NSW Premier, Bob 
Carr. The letter writer contrasts the strong stance of the NSW government against those involved in the inhumane torture 
and abuse of cats with the lack of interest shown by the NSW government in the alleged abuse of Mamdough Habib in 
his time at Guatamano Bay. But what the writer fails to understand is that the cats are not responsible. They were quietly 
minding their own business doing what cats do when they were tortured. Not so Habib. He chose to align himself with a 
terrorist organisation. He chose to get involved in the war in Afghanistan.  These were choices that he made and there 
are consequences for his actions. And in this case one of the consequences was that he has been a prisoner for the last 
three years and when he finally came home the NSW Premier was not the least interested in meeting him!

We do not study the history of dogs or the history of monkeys or the history of elephants, because they do not have a 
history. They have done the same thing for thousands of years and there is nothing to see for it. But humans have 
history. We have history because we make decisions that have consequences and in our history we can see those 
consequences. 

Three times we are told that David sent Abner away in peace. The story lays quite some emphasis on the fact that David 
was innocent of Abner�s death. The level of David�s distress over the matter is seen in the lament that he writes and 
sings. 

What Joab had done could have easily lifted the civil war into an all out holocaust of brutality.  But David moves the event 
into another direction. There will be no rejoicing that a member of the other side has died. There will be sadness. David 
does not want a kingdom shaped by the values of warriors. He wants a kingdom in which life is honoured - even the life 
of an enemy. 

Those in the kingdom of God acknowledge that God is the author of life. Life is His gift. He makes us alive and in His 
time He brings death. It is not for us to take it. Murder, abortion, euthanasia are wrong. Last month the House of Lords in 
London was debating the matter of euthanasia and Baroness Mary Warnock argued that the elderly and ill have a duty to 
let themselves be killed to ease the burden on their families. And she suggests that doctors are sometimes too zealous in 
trying to save lives. She also said that some lives are more worth living than others (Chuck Colson in New Life, 3 
February 2005). What a cavalier approach to life. It is not God�s way. Every life is worth living and more He would have 
us tenderly care just as much for our old folk as we would for our babies. The baby in the push chair takes an awful lot of 
looking after and so does the frail old one in the wheel chair. And both are equally precious to God. 

Pol Pot led the Khemer Rouge regimes in Cambodian back in the 1970s. It was one of the worst governments ever. 
Between 1975 and 1979 Pol Pot had over 1,000,000 of his people put to death. Pol Pot was a Buddhist and believed in 
the notion of Reincarnation. As the Khemer Rouge went about the business of running their extermination camps they 
truly believed that their victims would be reborn as better people in future lives. 

We however believe that you only live once and right up to your death moment you have the opportunity to know and 
relate to God. No matter how much pain you are in or how old and frail you are you can enjoy God. The cutting short a 
life is a terrible thing. 

Countries that have been coloured by Christian thinking hold life precious. The Americans and the English have come in 
for some pretty heavy criticism over the way some of their soldiers have abused Iraqi prisoners. Some of the soldiers 
saw these prisoners as the most vile of people and treated them accordingly. But we as a society have stood up and 
said, �not on�. They may be the enemy but they must be treated with decency. 
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Contrast this with Cambodia a country coloured by Buddhism. Amnesty International is currently seeking to stir the 
Cambodian Government to deal with an epidemic of wife beating. At least one in five wives suffer. There is no law 
against it (Amnesty International, February 2005, p12). And there is no law against it because deep in the soul of the 
country, life is not respected or honoured. 

It seems that David is the only one who understands that he must not come to the throne via fighting. He understands 
that kingship and leadership among God�s people is a gift from God and not something to be fought over and snatched. 
No one has to snatch it. God will give it. And, by the way, God has been pleased to give you your life and all that you 
need to live it. You do not need to be fighting anyone. 

Abner is dead. He was the number one soldier in the camp of Ish-Bosheth. With him dead David could easily press home 
an attack on Ish-Bosheth. There would have been those waiting for the action. But David is willing to wait for the kingdom 
to come to him. 

But not everyone saw it David�s way. Recab and Baanah are so keen to see David rule that they happily commit murder. 
But as with Joab David will need to demonstrate that murder has no place in the kingdom that he is establishing.  The 
murder of Saul, the murder of Abner and so the murder of Ish-Bosheth must be dealt with. 

Recab and his brother Baanah were free to go over to David�s side anytime they liked. But no, they want to see what 
they can get out of it. Recab and Baanah thought that if they brought Ish-Bosheth�s head with them then David would be 
in their debt. 

His house of course was more than a three bedroom sort of affair that we might live in. It would have had a large 
courtyard with the house built around. One of the sides would have been stables and the like. It would have been very 
easy for these two men to have entered the main gate on the pretext of going into get grain from the store room. Once 
inside the courtyard they instead went to the residential wing and found Ish-Bosheth fast asleep in the heat of the 
afternoon - the siesta being a normal custom in the warm weather. 

Poor Ish-Bosheth was murdered in his sleep. It was a terrible way to die. He never knew who his attackers were. Recab 
and Baanah were really not very brave men. Killing someone who is asleep does not require a lot of fighting skill. 

After having done the deed, Recab and Baanah come down to Hebron to David and tell David, �The Lord has avenged 
the king against Ish-Bosheth�. They make the astounding claim that the Lord has directed their act. 

They try to picture themselves as the ones who have saved David. Ish-Bosheth is none less than the son of the man who 
had tried to kill David they claim (v8). 

But these men have no comprehension of God, of how God does things and what would and what God would not call for. 
Obviously David wants the throne but not one second ahead of when God wants him to have it. With God there is never 
any reason to rush and certainly never ever any reason to do wrong. To do wrong to achieve an honourable goal is not 
God�s way. God would have us achieve honourable goals in honourable ways or not at all. 

Recab and Baanah work on the assumption that David was power hungry they do not seem to comprehend that David 
was more interested in doing right than in having might. They had no idea that David lived in a God orientated world. 

David wants these two to know that he has never broken the command do not murder in order to achieve his goals. He 
had no part in Saul�s death and he wants no part in Ish-Bosheth�s death. 

Look at the words David uses, �the Lord has delivered me out of all trouble�.  What a statement! But if this is true then 
David does not need to ever panic and he certainly does not need to go against what he knows God wants. With a 
Father in heaven David does not need men like Recab and Baanah to protect him. It is God who saved him from Saul 
and it will be God who will save him from every enemy. 

These men were getting all excited about David�s enemies. They thought they had to get out there and sort them out or 
David would at the least never get the kingdom and at the worst be destroyed. But David was already under the 
protection of God. David did not need the help of these men. 

David knows who his Redeemer is and because he does he knows he does not need the likes of these men. 

These men were suggesting that David owes them something for the help they have given him. But David does not need 
their help. And even more importantly he does not need to be in their debt or under any obligation to them.  

And neither do we! We have a Father in heaven who cares for us. We do not need � ever � to put ourselves into the debt 
of evil people. 
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5
A Sermon Preached at the 
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 20 February 2005

2 Samuel 5:1-26
The king who is a shepherd

Finally David becomes king of all Israel. In the strongest terms we are told how it was that he had �made it�, �David 
became more and more powerful, because the Lord God Almighty was with him�. And David�s statement, �God had 
established him as king and had exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people� (v12) is a statement about what this 
kingdom is all about. 

God built David up not for David�s sake but for the sake of His people. God�s primary goal was not making David great 
but building a community. God was about the business of building a kingdom � the kingdom of God. David was only the 
means to an end. 

It is the same with the church. We have pastors and deacons but for what purpose? For no other purpose than that they 
may play their part in building up the community of God�s people. They are nothing more than a means to an end. Paul 
put it this way. �It was He (Jesus) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up" (Eph 4:11&12).

The state of Israel is about to grow in power and wealth. In a fairly short period of time David is about to find himself in a 
very exalted position. But he must never forget why. It is only in order that he can more ably care for the least of the 
people who live in his kingdom. 

Well finally the day arrives and all the tribes stand before David. When it says �all the tribes came to David at Hebron� it 
means all the tribes were represented at Hebron by their elders. 

But note the term they used to describe David, �shepherd�. This term had never been used before of David in his role as 
ruler. But it was obviously what they were looking for in a ruler. 

Jacob had described God as a shepherd (Gen 49:24). This meant that for a king in Israel to be a king as a king was 
meant to be, he had to have the highest standards of faithfulness, justice and loving kindness. 

To the extent that the king of God�s people was not �godlike� he was a failure. The only type of leader that God would 
have over His people is a shepherd-like one. The word �king� must be understood by the word �shepherd�. David�s 
kingship is not for David�s glory but that God�s people might have a passionate and devoted servant. 

This king was to have a copy of the law that he had written out by hand with him all the time (Deut 17:18-20). It was to 
govern his own life, as well as the life of the community. No leader of God�s people was ever a free agent. They were to 
live under a set of laws that called them to love. To love their neighbour as much as they loved themselves no less.

The shepherd was boss of the sheep but that was not what being a shepherd was really all about. It was all about caring 
for the sheep. Shepherds do not bully, they bless. And what we all long for in our leaders are those who care about us. 
The leadership a good shepherd demonstrates is both tender and strong. 

In fact David caught it all in his Psalm on the theme of God as his shepherd (Psa 23). 

Leadership among God�s people is the same today. Our titles are descriptive. Deacon means servant. Pastor comes 
from the word shepherd. And minister means to minister to or serve someone. And to the extent that our leaders in the 
church are not serving us they are failing us. To the extent they do not act in a shepherd-like manner they are failing. 

When Jesus called Himself the �Good Shepherd� the Jews knew He was claiming to be their king, not simply a very nice 
person. In calling Himself the Good Shepherd He was saying �this is the sort of King I will be�. By the way it was His 
claim to kingship that caused the Jews to want Him dead not His claim to be a nice shepherd. 

And so at the age of 30 and after a wait of over seven years David begins his life�s work. God always takes time to 
prepare His leaders. It is a process that cannot be rushed. God did not give him the job on a plate. Much of what we go 
through in this life is playing a part in maturing us. And not just for this life. We have a lot of living to do in eternity and 
only there will we see how what we have suffered here has played its part in preparing us for what God will have us 
doing there. 

The rewards that the Bible speaks of are not exactly medals to hang around our neck. They have much more to do with 
our role in the unfolding adventure of all that God is yet going to do. 

Jesus said, �To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new 
name written on it, known only to him who receives it" (Rev 2:17). A new name! Our name is our identity. So at this stage 
our full identity is still unknown. It will not be known until we are in the new age. All that we are to be and all that we are is 
still something of a mystery. But this we do know, that which we are moving through now is playing its part in forming us,
maturing us and developing us. All that we struggle with, all that we suffer is not wasted in the slightest. David had to do 
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a fair bit of suffering before he came to the throne and we too will have to do a fair bit of suffering before we come to our
place in the kingdom. 

Paul�s words should encourage us, "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us" (Rom 8:18).

Jesus told a parable in which certain people were entrusted with sums of money. Those who had handled their money 
well were commended by their master with the words, �Well done, my good servant! Because you have been trustworthy 
in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities" (Luke 19:17). We do not know what the ten cities are that the faithful 
servant is to be in charge of. But this we do learn from the parable, there is much more to come and that our service in 
the so called �small� issues of today is preparing us for significant responsibilities in the age to come. 

The first thing David does is set up a capital city. Hebron is way down in the south of the land. David must be more 
central. Plus Hebron is the principal city for the tribe of Judah. And David will now need a place that is not aligned with 
one any one of the tribes. 

Jerusalem is the perfect spot. It is an extremely easy place to fortify due to is location on a hill. In fact so difficult a place 
was it to attack that when the conquest had taken place some 300 years ago under Joshua the city had not been taken. 
It had remained an independent city state within the land. It was populated by a small tribe of people called Jebusites. 
The fort at the centre of the city is called Zion. 

So well situated was the city that the Jebusites considered it impregnable. No one else had ever taken the city and they 
had no doubt that David and his men would fail too. 

The Jebusites were so convinced of the security of their city. They had so much confidence in their city�s walls they 
believed that even blind and lame men could defend the place against David�s troops. 

But David knew otherwise. God had made a promise and David knew that God kept His word. The promise was that the 
people of God would have the land of Canaan. The promise was that not one of the pagan tribes would be able to stop 
the people of God having the land and that included the Jebusites. They had been specifically mentioned by Moses. 
"When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations 
- the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites�."  (Deut 7:1).

The Jebusites were therefore the last of the original inhabitants to be dealt with. There would have been those who 
would have thought the promise to Abraham given nearly a thousand years before would never come to pass. "On that 
day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, �To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to 
the great river, the Euphrates the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites�" (Gen 15:18-21).

Time never dissolves God�s promises. It was with faith in what God had said that David planned his attack. 

If it were not for the promise of God that David was to be king whoever would have believed that he would have been 
king, what with Saul out to thwart him, Abner and Joab being anything but helpful. Ish-Bosheth thinking the job was his 
and not in any hurry to let go. But David never doubted that God would fulfil His promise and make him king. And if God 
kept that promise, against all the odds, will He not also keep His promise to drive out all the pagan tribes from their land?

We need to hear it again and again, all God�s promises are certain no matter how much resistance they meet. 

David had already worked out that a frontal attack was going to be an impossible task. However David came up with the 
brilliant and very innovative idea of having his men crawl up the underground water shaft. Jerusalem was on a hill and 
there was no water on the hill. The water had to be drawn up a shaft and the shaft was connected to a tunnel that ran 
outside the wall. This meant that even when the city was under siege the citizens still had access to water. 

There was a spring called Gihon which was outside the city wall and the water from this spring was brought under the 
city wall via the tunnel and shaft. 

Joab led the squad in and from the inside they launched their attack on these so called �blind and lame� who thought 
they could defeat David�s army.  

So it is that the first thing David does when he enters Jerusalem is attack the �blind and lame�. Obviously they were not 
really blind and lame. However, even if he did not come to attack the blind and the lame he did come to clear the place of 
pagan Jebusites. 

By the way David�s true feelings for the lame is perhaps best seen in his care of crippled Mephibosheth which we will 
read of in chapter 9.  And David was not racist. He did not push the Jebusites aside because they were foreign. He 
pushed them aside because they were godless. Again David�s feelings toward foreigners are best seen in the fact that 
one of his best friends was a Philistine, Ittai of whom we shall read in chapter 16. 

We are given two pictures which show us how David�s power and prestige were growing. The first picture is the fact that 
the king of Tyre wanted to establish diplomatic relations with David. He was keen to set up trade with this new and 
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vibrant king. Foreign recognition by powers outside of Palestine was a new and significant development. Tyre was 
welcoming David into the circle of kings. It is as part of this act that he plays his part in helping David get up a palace. 

But this new and very financially rewarding development David does not take credit for. He sees it as an act of God for 
the benefit of God�s people. David had heard the law that said no king in Israel was to consider himself better than 
anyone else in the kingdom (Deut 17:20). 

The second picture is of David�s large family, the kind of family that only a king could provide for and house. And so the 
matter of polygamy is before us again. David happily accommodates himself to the culture of the day which assumed 
that all monarchs would have multiple wives. David should have known better. The law said otherwise (Deut 17:17). It is 
interesting that he is not censured by the Bible writer. The Bible does something else it will simply tell the story of the 
terrible pain that his complicated family life will bring to him. As we shall see David can and does ignore the law on 
occasions as here, but he never gets away from the consequences of ignoring the law. 

The Bible rubs our noses in the failures of our leaders. One of the reasons it does that is so we might never be tempted 
to make more of them than we should. 

There is only One who always does what pleases the Father (John 8:29). And He will never fail and He and He alone 
deserves our total commitment. 

Be careful of making too much of any pastor, or deacon, or preacher, or any other leader in the church. They are all 
sinners, less then perfect. 

The Philistines had occupied the centre of the land for the last seven years. Neither Ish-Bosheth nor David had been 
significant enough for them to have been worried - but not now. David had united the tribes and is starting to assert his 
authority over the land. It was time to go to war with Israel again. The last time they had gone to war they had easily 
defeated Israel and in the last battle they had seen king Saul die. 

No doubt they were not expecting a different result this time either. They had smashed the kingdom of Saul and they now 
set out to smash the kingdom of David. They marshalled their troops in the Valley of Rephaim. 

This event took place before David had moved up into Jerusalem. This chapter does not record matters in a 
chronological order. What we have here is more like a collage. 

I attend a meeting of our denomination once a month. I make notes as the meeting goes along. My notes are all on the 
lines on my bit of paper and my notes follow the items as they come up on the agenda. A note about item one, a note 
about item two and so on. But I often sit next to this chap and he does not. If he thinks item one is not very important he 
will scribble something about it down at the bottom of his page and if he thinks item two is a bit of a side issue he will 
make a note to the side of his page. Then when we finally get to something he thinks is important it will be put at the top 
of his page. 

For our writer David moving to Jerusalem is the important issue and the lesser issue is the defeat of the Philistines, even 
though the Philistines were defeated before David moved into Jerusalem and built his palace and had all those kids. 

The Philistines moved as soon as they �heard that David had been accepted as king over all Israel�. This story is not as 
important as the story of David moving into Jerusalem so it is put second. Jerusalem becoming the capital is so important 
that the author gives the story precedence over the story of the crushing of the Philistines. 

Now the folk in the north must have been waiting with baited breath to see what David would do. At this point it would 
have been very easy for David to have withdrawn back into Hebron and promised the Philistines that he would continue 
to be a good neighbour and abandon the north to look after them. The north are about to find out if David is indeed going 
to be a shepherd to them.  Is David interested in his own well being or the well being of the kingdom?

In two major campaigns David breaks the back of the Philistine army. His defeat of them was so catastrophic the 
Philistines never recovered. 

David describes God breaking through his enemies as a massive wall of water which pushes everything before it. David 
wants us to know that there is more going on here than his troops being a bit better than the Philistine troops. There is 
something supernatural here at work. God is pictured as the one leading the charge. God is the number one warrior in 
the battle. 

Here is God as the great Shepherd defending His sheep. 

These must have been massive battles. But we are given virtually no details. The battles are ignored in order that all the 
attention is placed on what is going on at headquarters. Battles are fought in two places. There is the battle field. This is 
where all the action is. This is where the excitement is. This is where the physical action is. This is where the blood is 
spilt and the cries ring out. This is where there is noise and madness. This is where nothing is safe or normal. This is 
where the film maker spends all his time. The other place is back at headquarters. This is the quiet office. Here the 
generals discuss and move markers around on maps. Here morning tea and lunch happen as on any other day, here 
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there is quiet and normality. But bad decisions at headquarters lead to disasters on the battle field. What the Bible writer 
gives us is what is happening back at headquarters. 

What we see is that David is totally God reliant. When the Philistines marched David prepared for battle. While watching 
the Philistines manoeuvre he and his troops must have been itching to commence the battle. But David will do nothing 
until he knows he has God�s blessing. And in the second battle God�s leading was even more specific. 

In the second battle David is instructed to go around and attack from the rear. This meant moving his troops through a 
wood of Balsam trees. These particular trees tremble with the slightest movement of air. When the troops heard the 
leaves rustle or make the sound of marching men they were to go into action. They were to know that God was passing 
through them to lead His people into battle. They would not be going alone. 

These are God�s battles. If God wants His people to form a functioning community then the Philistines will have to be 
dealt with.  David understands this matter so clearly that he does nothing until he has a real sense of what God wants. 
David knows that this is God�s �show� not his! God is King, David is only under king. Therefore how the Philistine 
problem is dealt with is ultimately God�s problem. 

This is God�s battle and God moves supernaturally. And if supernatural intervention is what is needed then we can be 
sure that God will not fail to provide the miracle. But God does not always do miracles. Jerusalem had to be taken by 
crawling through damp disgusting dangerous water tunnels. There were no miracles. It was simply hard demanding 
work. But in the battle at Rephaim there is a miracle! It seems that the army had very little work to do at all. 

And this is our God. Most of the time, in fact nearly all the time, there are no miracles. But when one is necessary God 
does not fail.  
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6
A Sermon Preached at the 
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 27 February 2005

2 Samuel 6:1-23
Worship is what it is all about

The days when the Philistines controlled what happened in the land were over. With the Philistines finally subdued Israel
brings the ark of God back into prominence. The ark had been taken as plunder by the Philistines and for the last 75 
years had been in storage. 

The ark represented the presence of God and the presence of God meant security. David did not want the nation to find 
its security in him or his government. The country is about to grow in power but it must not find security in its military or
economic power. 

This community that David rules over is the community of God�s people - the Community of those who chose to live 
under the authority of God. It is therefore appropriate that the ark be situated in the new capital city. At the very centre of 
the lives of these people will be the worship of God. By bringing the ark to Jerusalem David is declaring that his kingship 
is subordinate to God�s kingship. It is God who must be the centre of the life of the people and not David. The people 
now had a capital city and a king to be reckoned with. It would have been easy for David to have allowed all the glory to 
flow to him. But that is not what he wants. It is the worship of God that must be the centre of the community�s life. 

David was not simply building a kingdom or a nation. He was overseeing a community of God�s people. Maintaining a 
kingdom was only a means to an end. The end being the people of God, functioning as the people of God should. 

For David it was unthinkable that the ark should remain in obscurity in a private house. David wanted God honoured and 
worshipped. David wanted his capital city and his people centred on God. 

In the centre of our public life is our Parliament House. It sits there on a hill in Canberra. It is before us all the time.  
Parliament House represents our government. It represents the place where our laws come from, the place where our 
security comes from � this is the home of Centrelink our welfare system. This is the home of our chiefs of defence �
those whose job it is to defend us. We are meant to honour our government as the source of our laws to guide our 
behaviour and the source of our support and our security. 

But not Christians! We are the people of God and it is God who gives us our laws, it is God who provides us with our 
support and it is God who gives us our security. Now we are Australian citizens and we happily live under Australian 
laws. But they are not the ultimate for us. The law of God is. And we are happy to draw on CentreLink if we are 
unemployed or need the old age pension but this is not our ultimate support, we have a Father in heaven who will 
answer our prayer �give us this day our daily bread�. And we are happy enough to know that the Australian defence 
forces are always ready for action. But our real sense of security does not lie in the army but in our God who has 
promised never to leave us or forsake us. 

The ark was a chest or a box that measured three and three quarter feet long by two and a quarter feet wide by two and 
a quarter feet high. It was made of acacia wood and was overlaid with gold both inside and out. It had two rings of gold 
on either side to hold the poles that were used for carrying it. The poles were never to be removed as the penalty for 
touching the ark was death. 

It contained the two slabs of stone on which were written the Ten Commandments, a pot of manna (Ex 16:33) and 
Aaron�s rod (Num 17:10). The tablets of the law were a constant reminder of how God would have His people live. The 
manna was a constant reminder that God had not failed to care for His people while they were in the wilderness. The rod 
was a constant reminder that God can bring to life that which is dead. 

On top of the ark was what was called �the mercy seat�. This was in essence the lid. It was made of solid gold. A model of 
a cherub made of pure gold was placed at each end. �The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, 
overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover� (Ex 25:20). 

The Hebrew word �Kapporeth� translated �mercy seat� literally means �a place of covering (for sin)�. God did not wipe 
people off because of their failures. God is a God who forgives and goes on forgiving. God is a God who does not 
abandon His people. 

The ark is about God�s grace and kindness. Everything about the ark brought home the fact that God was a God of love 
and grace. 

The ark represented God. It represented the history of all that God had done. It represented His good laws and as people 
gazed on it they could not help but worship. 

This God of ours is not simply an idea! He is the God who has acted in history. We know what He is like by the things He 
has done in history. The story of God�s provision of food in the wilderness is a story of God�s kindness. It is a story that 
told these people that God cared, and cared enough to act. 

On the 26 July 1977 two 19 year old Sydney university students become parents - Kathy Donnelly and Tony Abbott. 
Tony and Kathy were not married. They had been going out since high school. They were also both committed Catholics 
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and hence had deliberately not taken precautions as they had never planned to be sexually active. However it happened 
and the young couple were confronted with a pregnancy. Of the three options in front of them, marriage, abortion or 
adoption they believed adoption was the most honourable. 

In the account of the story that I read (Bulletin, 1 March 2005, p18) there was one moment of grace after another. Tony 
and Kathy�s relationship finished at the time of the birth of the baby. Both went on to marry other people. They were both 
blessed with marriage partners who openly and fully forgave the past. On Christmas Eve after a 27 year silence, the
baby now a 27 year old young man came back into the lives of his biological parents. His first words to his biological dad 
were �thanks for having me�. When Kathy spoke to his son�s adoptive parents who had done all the hard yards and spent 
all the money on raising the child her first words were, �Our boy�. �Our!!!� What grace. No hogging. The boy, Daniel, says 
he so loves his adoptive parents that he would not want to have changed his life at all. Tony and his wife have three 
daughters and all have welcomed Daniel into their lives with an openness that is moving. 

Stories of grace, kindness and forgiveness are moving. They are moving because we know that grace, kindness and 
forgiveness are never ever deserved. If they were then it would not be grace and kindness, and forgiveness. 

Let it be said again, if God were under any kind of obligation to us to reach out and love us, then He would not be 
extending real grace to us. Grace is only grace because it does not have to be given. 

David did not have to work up worship within his people. No, as they contemplated all that God had done worship rose 
within them. We come here to worship services not because we have to but because we are moved to as we 
contemplate all that God has done for us. 

The ark was going to be a constant reminder of God and His goodness. That is why we come to worship week after 
week and why we listen to sermons. Our sermons do not say anything new. They are not meant to. They are simply 
meant to remind us again and again of what God has done for us. 

Look how many men are involved in bringing the ark up from Baalah - 30,000 of them. What we are to see is that David
is turning this into a major event. But there may have been another reason for 30,000 men. There had been 30,000 
troops lost in the battle in which the ark had been taken by the Philistines so many years before. Baalah is 14 kms to the 
west of Jerusalem down the road to Joppa. 

For the last 20 years the ark had sat in the home of a man called Abinadab. And his son Eleazar had been given the 
responsibility of protecting it (2 Sam 7:1).  But when the moment to move it came it was Eleazar�s brother who seems to 
have taken charge. We can imagine Uzzah enjoying his moment as the important one, fussing about and giving orders in 
front of this huge crowd. 

Uzzah and his brothers had had to protect this box for the last 20 years of their lives. They had lived in a quiet little back 
water and now the ark was to be the centre of attention, and they were not about to hand it over to others. This ark was 
going to be the head of a great parade and Uzzah wanted some of the glory, thanks. 

This was quite a procession and the cart was being pulled by oxen. The cart was the Rolls Royce of available transport 
at that time. A massive crowd of 30,000 folk, a pretty full on band of harps, lyres, tambourines, and cymbals and loud 
singing. I say �loud� because I think that is what is intended to be conveyed with the words, �celebrating with all their 
might�.

This would have been an exciting morning. This must have been a day off for everyone. The kids would have been 
squealing with delight, the teenagers would have been running from the front to the back and from the back to the fount 
of the parade, the old folk would have stood and watched it pass with comments of, �I have never seen such a good 
day�, and the heart of the crowd would have been singing their favourite songs of worship with unrestrained volume. 

The parade had 13 kms to cover and at the speed a parade moves at this would have needed around four hours. The 
planning for this day would have been considerable. This was on the same scale as our Moomba Parade. 

The threshing floors were simply decent sized pieces of ground that were rock hard. In the days before concrete a nice 
rock surface that was just above ground level was perfect. The road to Jerusalem passed over such a nice smooth piece 
of rock. After plodding on the dirt road the oxen found themselves on a hard smooth surface. A hoof slipped. The cart 
shook. Uzzah took it upon himself to manage the incident and took hold of the ark. 

In that second in front of thousands of happy families the man dies. He dropped down dead. The music stops. The 
singing stops. The laughter stops. Everyone stands there in silence. We are not told how he died. We have no details. 
But all those who saw it were left in no doubt that God had done it. 

It was a shock. We never think that God would do anything that we would not like. But it was obviously good for God to 
take Uzzah�s life no matter what we think. David thought he was doing a great thing. God thought otherwise!

This thrilling day had just become a disaster. The rain had just started to pour down on the parade. 

What on earth is the ark doing on a cart?! In the law there were specific instructions on how the ark was to be carried and 
it was certainly never to be carried on a cart. 
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There was a prescribed way of transporting the ark. Uzzah does not go back to the word of God he instead copies what 
the Philistines did when they moved the ark. They had transported it on a cart and now Uzzah does the same (1 Sam 
5:19-21). 

Now, if carried properly on the poles which were never to have been removed from the rings, it would have meant that 
the ark would not have needed to be touched. This whole system was designed deliberately in order that it would never 
be touched. 

"Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to take it down, and whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the 
Levites shall do it. Anyone else who goes near it shall be put to death" (Num 1:51). If this is the word of God why on 
earth was anyone surprised when Uzzah died? In fact they should have been surprised if Uzzah had done what he did 
and lived! Uzzah was not a Levite and the ark was being carried in a way expressly prohibited by God. 

The poles were the old fashioned way. It was hard manual labour. David and Uzzah like the idea of the new Philistine
way, a cart - modern technology. The cart was much more efficient and it looked nicer than a group of men carrying the 
box on poles. 

But it was the role of members of the tribe of Levi to carry the ark. It was never to be put on a cart and pulled by oxen. 

"Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. Then 
make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it" 
(Ex 25:12-14).

God did not want Uzzah to die. That is why God laid out in the clearest terms what needed to be done to avoid death. Do 
not touch! The law is a set of guidelines. Stay inside and you are safe. Stray outside and you suffer the consequences. 

Uzzah may have had a good idea in getting the cart organised. But in this community it is not about good ideas it is about 
obeying the word of God. And there are consequences for not obeying that word. 

It is because of stories like this that we are not surprised when we see the massive infighting that breaks out in David�s 
family. We know that he has done something awfully wrong in taking multiple wives and we know that sometime in the 
future there are going to be consequences. It is the same when we see him on the roof of his palace looking at 
Bathsheba. We tremble because we know that there will be consequences. And we are not surprised later in the story 
when we read of his son Absalom going up on to that very same roof top and having sex with some of David�s wives. Did 
David honestly think that he would be spared the consequences of his sin?

Thinking that they could pop the ark on a cart and move it about as they saw fit they had failed to take God�s word 
seriously enough. There are real and unavoidable consequences to all our actions. 

And David who had put this whole show together is embarrassed. He is humiliated. David calls the parade off. He will not 
proceed. The ark will have to stay where it is. 

So David is left with a question, �how can the ark ever come to me?� How can God�s presence ever come into my life? It 
is all over! David has failed. But is it all over? Never! If God is a God of grace then it can never be all over. 

The ark was moved into the home of the family of Obed-Edom. For the next three months this family protected and cared 
for the ark. And during that time God blessed this household. 

This information encouraged David to try again and bring the ark up to the capital. Why, because David knew that Obed 
was not perfect. So if God was extending kindness and grace to Obed, then why not to him? 

David will go back and do it again, and this time does it properly. So another parade was organised. We are not told if 
this one was as large but it looks as if it was. But what we are told very plainly is that the ark is carried properly this time. 
There is no doubt now that David is doing things properly. We now have people carrying the ark. This story is also in 1 
Chronicles 15 and there the point is underlined. Not only was the ark �carried� it was carried by members of the tribe of 
Levi as was required in the law (Ex 25:14).

The Levites� lifted the ark. They took their first step. There would have been silence. Is all going to be all right? They took 
their second step. The ark was moving. Uzzah would have been on everyone�s mind. They took their third step. All was 
looking good. By the sixth step David knew all was well. A great wave of relief and joy washed over him. The procession 
came to a stand still and a sacrifice was offered - a bull and a fatted calf, a very significant gift. 

The mistake of the last time is forgiven. His failure is not held against him. David discovers that it is not all over at all! 

What David experienced that day is that there are terrible consequences for doing wrong. He had lost Uzzah. But one of 
the consequences does not have to be the loss of God�s love. One of the consequences does not have to be the loss of 
God�s favour. For the contrite, for the repentant the door is always open. David comes back and finds that the favour of 
God is still available to him. It is this that he now rejoices in. The first parade was a disaster. But God had forgiven. The
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damage that the first parade had done could not be undone, but the love and presence of God need not be lost. God 
forgives!

As the parade got underway the excitement returned. The joy was infectious. The trumpets were blasting away and 
David in particular danced with glee, while everyone was shouting. The word �dance� here has the connotation of 
�whirling�. In Psalm 47:5 it talks of shouting "God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of 
trumpets". 

Four times we are told that David danced or that he celebrated. In fact in this section we are not told at all that David 
worshiped. We are told that he danced and celebrated (verses 5, 14, 16, 21). It is as if we are given the word �dance� and 
�celebrate� in place of the word worship. 

We are meant to know that this worship was rich and joyful and was accompanied by the letting go of all inhibitions. 

David was a very busy man. He was ruler of all Israel. Most of his time would have been spent in administration. He 
would have sat through meeting after meeting. He was a political leader and would have been caught up in a very busy 
life. 

Time wise worship would not have been the centre of his life. He has left us some of the most remarkable songs of 
worship � the Psalms. But we must not think that he spent all day writing Psalms. No he spent all day running a country. 
Psalms would have been written on his day off. They would have been written after dinner. But nevertheless his time at 
worship was the centre of his life. 

David worships God. He does it with abandonment. He does not care what others think. This is the world of not caring 
who knows what I do on Sunday mornings. This is the world of happily walking up the street with Bible in hand. This is 
the world of saying, �No I cannot come to your show on Sunday morning I will be at church�. It may not be �cool� to go to 
church but those who have tasted the love of God are happy to be �uncool�. 

When David had arrived in Jerusalem as king there had been no public ceremony. But the arrival of the ark was put at 
the centre of the most enormous public event. This was the way it was meant to be. This is a God centred community not 
a community based around any particular person. 

With the ark safely in Jerusalem David offers sacrifices to God. There were burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Part 
of the purpose of the burnt offering was to express total commitment to God. The fellowship offerings were not burnt on 
the altar but were given to God and then taken back and used for a party (Lev 7:11-18).  It was God�s way of saying have 
a good time on me! All this food that David handed out was food that he first offered to God and then instead of burning 
on the altar handed out to the crowd. This was a huge crowd and so this was an enormous amount of food. 

When it was all over David went home still full of excitement. He had just made a significant step forward in his job of 
forming up the people of God. But he was met at home by a disapproving wife. Why was she so bitter?

Did she not like to see her husband king in this role? Did she think kings should not go dancing in the street along with 
everyone else?

Michal took exception to all this religious excitement. She was embarrassed by the very qualities that made him great -
devotion to God and spontaneity in worship. There probably was some excess in the events of the day. Michal may have 
had a point. But the protocol of worship must always take second place to the passion of the heart that loves God. 

This woman has no idea what God�s community is meant to be or look like. It is not a community that centres round the 
glory of the king but the glory of God. David does understand and so he is not concerned to foster his own reputation. All 
he wants is people to catch a glimpse of the majesty of his God. 

More; kingly status is not about dignity, for David it is all about service. He is here to serve the lowest of the low, the 
servant girls of slaves. 

But for Michal the real issue was that she did not understand that the nation and the king were delighting in and rejoicing 
over God�s goodness to them. She could not see or feel what was driving this expression of emotion. 

This dear girl had done it tough. It is no accident that we are told specifically that she saw David from a window. It is a 
key word. It was from a window that she had seen David escape into the night when they were passionately in love 
newly weds (1 Sam 19:12). Her life was never the same again after that night. She had been remarried only to have that 
marriage broken up. Her father had been killed and her brother murdered. And she had allowed her bitterness and grief 
to blind her to what God was doing. God was doing something new but no she will sit in her anger and have nothing to 
do with it. 

David knew God and delighted in God. Michal simply did not know God. 

In New York some of the coffee shops allow buskers to work inside. Last year in a Starbucks shop just up from Time 
Square a couple were doing a gig. They were playing easy listening pop songs. The couple asked for requests and a 
woman who was sat alone asked if they knew any hymns. The request was out of left field, but little did that woman know 
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that the couple happened to be Christians and knew every hymn in the book. They thought for a moment and said how 
about we do, �His Eye Is On The Sparrow?� They asked if she knew it, �Why, yes�, she replied. �Would you like to sing a 
verse for us�, the couple asked. She hesitated but with a little more prompting stepped out from behind her coffee and 
came up to the microphone. She sang with a rich and powerful voice. The shop went silent. The coffee machine stopped 
whirring as the staff stood still. Every eye was on her and no one was talking. The words left her mouth with emotion and 
meaning that gripped the soul. �Why should I be discouraged, Why should the shadows come, I sing because I�m happy, 
I sing because I�m free, for His eye is on the sparrow and I know He watches me�. It was a holy moment and when the 
song was over there was plenty of clapping. The shop went back to its normal hum and the woman started to make her 
way back to her seat. But as she did so she said to the couple why did you pick that hymn? �No reason� they replied. 
�Why do you ask?� �Well the woman said, �That was my daughter�s favourite hymn and she died last week and she was 
only 16 years old�. 

It was the most remarkable coincidence that the couple should have chosen that hymn. But the most enriching thing to 
come out of the story for me is the fact that this woman knew �God watched over her�. And knowing that gave her peace 
and joy in the midst of the pain of life. This was something that Michal had shut herself off from in her pain. 

The comment about Michal�s childlessness is meant to imply that from that point on the marriage was finished. She and 
David were moving in different directions and the intimacy had dried up. 

So we are left with a question. Are we like David whose whole live centred round the fact that God loved him? And David 
enjoyed that love with such passion the pain and suffering and the awful consequences of his mistakes faded into the 
background. Or are we like Michal who was so full of the agony of her life that she could not see how much God loved 
her?
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7
A Sermon Preached at the 
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 6 March 2005

2 Samuel 7:1-29
What are you worth?

Well from all the action of the last chapter we come now to a chapter that contains almost nothing but speeches. There is 
the word of God to the prophet Nathan and then that message passed on by Nathan to David, and then David�s prayer. 
This is Nathan�s first mention. He worked in David�s court, his job was looking after the official records of the kingdom (1 
Chron 9:25). We do not know much about this chap. But we do not need to. What we need to know is what God said 
through him. 

The fact that Israel had now suppressed all the pagan tribes was proof of the fact that God kept His word. This is exactly 
what He had promised Abraham would happen in time (Gen 15:18). 

Again back when the people of God were leaving Egypt and preparing to enter their Promised Land God had given an 
assurance that the day would come when they would have rest from all their enemies (Deut 12:10). 

David sees the present situation as the fulfilment of that promise. Now the promise back in Deuteronomy was with a 
view. "But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and He will 
give you rest from all your enemies around you so that you will live in safety. Then to the place the LORD your God will 
choose as a dwelling for His Name--there � rejoice before the LORD your God, you, your sons and daughters, your 
menservants and maidservants" (Deut 12:10-12). The picture is that when the day comes and they have rest from their 
enemies they will be free to spend time worshipping God. So we are not surprised that the moment David �has rest from 
all his enemies� his mind turns to the matter of worship. 

David did not wake up one morning and decide it would be nice to build a temple. No, David was a man who read and 
reread the Word of God. David knew from his reading of the Word that when the land was at peace then maximum 
attention should be given to worship. 

We too are people who read and read again the Word of God and that word colours what we do. So it is that we do not 
wake up one morning and decide it would be a good idea to have a sermon. Or that it would be a good idea to give 
money to support a missionary in China or that it would be a good idea to gather together like this. These things are the 
product of our willingness and eagerness to do what the Word of God says. It is because we take seriously words like 
�Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age� (Matt 28:19&20) that we do much of what we do. 

Well the land was now at peace to the extent that David has had the time and the money to build a palace. Now it was 
therefore surely time to start building something decent for the people of God to worship God in. The ark sat in a tent. 
Surely it ought to be housed in a solid building. 

David has a word with Nathan. The whole plan seems pretty good to Nathan too. However that night Nathan comes 
under the strong influence of God. God brings to Nathan a revelation, or a word, or a message.  

The first thing we are to note about what God is saying is that it is a command to David to give up his plans. David is 
getting set to build a temple and God says, �No�.  It is not a straight, �No�. God gives His reasons. He has always been 
worshipped in a tent and there is no reason to change things at this point. When it is time to change God will make that 
clear. He has not asked David to build a temple so leave well alone. 

David had a plan to which God has said, �No� but God now presents His plan. In verses 8-11 the matter is stated 
generally and then in verses 11-17 we have the specifics.

The first part of what God says puts everything back in its proper place. David was on about what he could do for God. 
What David must hear again and again is that God is the one who has done everything for David! It was God who 
opened the doors so that David could rise from being a shepherd out on the back hills of Judea to become king. And 
David has been eminently successful, but only because God was with him. If it were not for the fact that God had 
supernaturally aided him David would not have had the success he has had. David knows that it was God�s unseen 
power at work which had brought him to where he was. 

David had no doubt that the only reason he beat Goliath was because the Lord was with him (1 Sam 17:37 �the Lord will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine�) and the only reason David was such a successful army commander in Saul�s 
army was because �the Lord was with him� (1 Sam 18:14) and after he became king his power increased rapidly, 
�because the Lord was with him� (5:10).

David must not think that he has to earn anything from God. David must learn that he is precious and valuable and of 
incredible worth just because of who he is. He does not have to earn his worth. God is treating him according to his 
worth. Hence God pours goodness on him. 

David must understand that this kingdom is not about what �you can do for me, but what I do for you�. David must 
understand that in this kingdom it is God who does the building. To start building a temple now would confuse things. It 
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would put all the emphasis in the wrong spot. God is the king and God is building a kingdom. And that is where the focus 
must be. A kingdom in which there is forgiveness and justice and peace with God. Building a temple would put all the 
focus on what David was doing. 

God�s word to David is a statement of what he has done what he is doing, and what he will do. David, full of what he is 
going to do for David, needs to hear again what God is doing for him. Our desire to do things for God is constantly being 
outstripped by God�s plans to bless us.

In the culture of the day every capital city had its temple. It was a matter of some pride. To have a capital city without a 
temple was to have an inadequate city. It would have been a matter of some embarrassment to David to have a palace, 
a capital and not a temple. But his willingness not to have a temple underscores his understanding of what God�s
kingdom is all about. It is about people. God�s people do not need a temple to worship and the church discovered in its 
infancy that it did not need buildings to be the people of God. God does not need a house of cedar. The word �cedar� is 
to suggest luxury in the extreme. 

God is building something that is going to last forever. No matter how nice David�s building it will have a very limited life
as do all buildings. 

We all have what could be called emotional tanks. They are like our stomachs. When our stomachs have food we have 
energy and we feel comfortable. When our stomachs are empty our energy levels go down and we feel rather 
uncomfortable. When our sense of �well being� is up we feel energized and rather good about ourselves and life. And 
when our sense of �well being� is down we feel dispirited and flat and empty. 

Let�s measure our sense of �well being� on a scale of one to 100. No one is ever at 100, 90 is about as good as it gets. 
What puts your sense of �well being� at the top - compliments, the completing of a job that brings lots of praise, a healthy 
pay raise, the passing of an exam, the securing of a great job, giving a great performance. As lots and lots of affirmation 
pours into your life your sense of �well being� moves right up to the top. You have done well and everyone lets you know 
it. It is a great feeling. 

What takes your sense of �well being� down? Much of the opposite � criticism, failure to complete a task, losing a job, 
failing an exam, nice folk letting you know where you are failing. And how low does your sense of �well being� go, down 
to 50 or 40 or 30, or even 20? 

There is a part of me that you do not see. It is my inner life. Leonard Cohen has a song about his �secret life� and we all 
know what he is talking about. There is a whole pile of stuff going on inside all our heads and in all our emotions that not 
everyone is privy to. Then there is of course our outer life. Everything there is to see and know about me. All the stuff 
happening in our outer life is having a huge and constant impact on our inner life and our sense of �well being�. 

Now all this is quite natural and normal. We all go up and down. We all have successes in life and we all have failures in 
life. David was out to build a temple. This was a good thing to do, but more than that it would have given him lots of 
applause and I can tell you his sense of �well being� would have gone up and up. And it is nice to have one�s sense of 
�well being� up. 

But, and here we come to the heart of this sermon, our sense of �well being� and God�s assessment of us are not the 
same! We actually think we are worth more if our sense of �well being� is up and we think we are worth less if our sense 
of �well being� is down. This is not good. In fact some end up thinking that they are so worthless that they suicide, or at 
the least start to feel full of shame. More, others when their sense of �well being� is up start to think that they are worth 
more than others and become full of pride! 

There is no link at all between your sense of �well being� and your worth and your value and your preciousness. Your 
value to God cannot be increased! It is at maximum. Your value to God will not and cannot ever go down. What God is 
doing for David as He pours all this goodness on him is not based on what David has done but simply on the fact that 
David is valuable to Him. 

David�s sense of �well being� is pretty high at the moment. He has just got the kingdom under control and he has just set 
up Jerusalem and he has just brought the ark up to the city. But in just a few more years he will be having sex with 
another man�s wife. Where will his sense of �well being� be when that sordid story comes out? 

But his value in God�s eyes will not move! God values him because he is a human being not because he has done 
anything or not done anything. 

How much does God value you? �For God so loved you that He gave His only Son, that you and I might not perish but 
live with Him forever� (John 3:16). To sacrifice His Son for us means He must value us at a level which is beyond 
comprehension. 

Listen to this; "For you will nurse and be satisfied at her comforting breasts; you will drink deeply and delight in her 
overflowing abundance. For this is what the LORD says: �I will extend peace to her like a river, and the wealth of nations 
like a flooding stream; you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her knees�" (Isa 66:11-12). And this also; 
"But I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me" 
(Psa 131:2).
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In the passage from Isaiah, God pictures His people as babies being fed at the breast. The breast where the comfort is to 
be found is God Himself. The overflowing abundance that we drink in is His deep love for us. When we see a mother with 
a baby and we see the energy and the effort she puts into caring and feeding and providing for her little one we know 
that the mum must see the most remarkable value in her baby. If we were to go up to the mum and say, �what is you 
baby worth?� She would not be able to answer. The worth of her baby is beyond calculation. Her baby is worth more than 
the value of all the homes in her street. Yet we might push the matter and say, �but your baby does not do anything. Well 
nothing worthwhile! All it does is poo nappies and sleep and cry. It does not produce anything or do any work. So can 
your baby be worth that much?� Again the mother would rightly attack our way of thinking. This baby of hers is precious 
simply because it is. And so are we to God!

There is a contest called the Ironman contest. Each contestant must complete three legs of a most gruelling race. They 
must swim for 3.8 kms. Then they must ride a bike for 180 kms. Then after that they must run a marathon which is 42 
kms. And the first one to finish is the winner. In one of his books Michael Frost tells the story of a chap in his late forties 
who did the race with his son. The son was a teenager and a sufferer of Cerebral Palsy. He was very severely 
handicapped. He could not walk let alone run. The son could contribute nothing to the race. For the swim section the 
man popped his boy in a rubber dingy and towed him. For the bike section he had him on a seat on the crossbar. And for 
the marathon he pushed him in a wheel chair. It was quite something. The most remarkable thing was that the two 
completed the race in very acceptable times. This got the officials thinking. If this chap could do the race in these sorts of 
times with his son in tow what could he do on his own? Here was a possible world champion. The race officials 
approached him and asked him to compete in a future event, but solo. His response was, �alone?� Well your son does 
not contribute anything to your effort. In fact he is a drain. Why bring him along, why not go alone? But for this man, what 
would be the point of going without his son? For this chap the completing of the course was not any big deal. For him the 
exciting thing was doing it with his son. His son was precious and there was no way that he wanted to go without his son. 
His son was not precious because he contributed anything. He was precious simply because his father loved him. 
(Michael Frost, Longing For Love. p158).

If you allow your sense of �well being� to be coloured more by the value that God puts on you and less by what others 
think of you, you will have much better mental health! 

David goes in and �sits� before God. This is a very critical act. For it puts him out of the action. David quietly hops out of 
the driver�s seat and climbs into the back seat. The wheel is handed over to God. It is important to realize that what God 
does for us is infinitely more important than what we do for God. Sometimes God does not want us to do anything other 
than accept what He is doing for us. 

Everything that God does for David is because of kindness not because David has done something for Him. It is never a 
matter of �you build a temple, and then I will choose your family�. 

Part of this sitting included for David �counting his blessings�. Every now and then we need to sit down and realize that 
God coped very well without us before we arrived and will do rather nicely after we have gone. This is God�s world and 
God is doing His thing. 

David is about to sit and pray he is going to think through what God has said. This is time very well spent. David stopped 
to listen and think through what God had said. Our emotional lives would be so much the richer if we took more time to 
listen to what God has said to us in His word. 

The categorical statement in verse 15 �My love will never be taken away from him� is the heart. Here is a commitment to 
David regardless. God has chosen the family of David no matter how they perform. And in this statement you get a 
glimpse into the heart of God. God values this man and David�s worth is not based on what he has done or not done. 

God promises to continue to bless into the future. God is with him and will continue to be with him. And why? Because 
God is determined to provide peace for His people. And for that to happen they need good leaders. Here is the promise 
that there will always be a descendant of David on the throne. There will always be a legitimate shepherd on the throne. 

So rather than David building a house for God, God will build a house for David. God is not interested in David building a 
house, but God is very interested in establishing a royal dynasty. God is very interested in giving His people a good king 
- so much so that the line of David will last forever. 

David understands that God�s intention to establish his dynasty is related to God�s great saving acts of old.  The pulling 
of His people out of Egypt and the establishing of His people in a land of their own are all part of a forward movement. 
And the establishing of David�s dynasty is all part of that same movement.

David understands that if God has brought the story this far there is no doubt that He can take it on to its conclusion. The 
God who brought Israel out of Egypt is more than capable of providing leaders from the descendents of David forever. 

Confidence in God�s promises for the future is strengthened by a sharp knowledge of what He has already done. David 
had no doubt that the Israelites coming out of Egypt was no accident of history. For David it was an act of God. 

And God is not saying, �No� to a temple but He is saying there are more important things. �It is not around a temple that 
the life of My people will revolve but around a King�. 
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However although no stipulations are mentioned they are there. This covenant does not over-ride the law. Should a 
descendent of David break the law then he will suffer the consequences. But in spite of the failure of any one of David�s 
descendents God will still have His leaders from this family and no other family. 

The people of God would watch their kings and leaders live under the law. And they would see the law work out in their 
lives. They would see blessing as they obeyed and they would see them suffer the consequences of stepping outside the 
confines of the law. 

We have an unconditional promise that we are saved. But we also have to live with the terrible consequences of our sins. 
What happened to king Zedekiah (2 Kings 25:7) for instance could have been predicted by anyone who knew the Law. 
But what happened to king Zedekiah does not make null and void the promise that one of David�s descendents will 
always be on the throne. 

The generation that saw the fall of Jerusalem and the collapse of the nation saw that there are terrible consequences for 
sin. But Jeremiah who lived through that awful time was fully aware of the fact that �the steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases� (Lam 3:22). Though the descendents of David suffer the consequences of their foolish actions, God never 
withdraws His love for David�s family. 

The prophets believed the promise to David and hence they could �see� that if that promise were to be fulfilled then a 
�greater than David� would have to come from his line. 

And so the promise became a hope that one of David�s descendents would live as a person was meant to live. That one 
of his descendents would be a perfect shepherd. Many of David�s descendents were hopeless kings and rulers. And they 
suffered the consequences! But the later prophets promised that the day was coming when a perfect King would come. A 
son of David who was a King as a king was meant to be. �For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace� (Isa 9:6). �But you Bethlehem � out of you will come for Me one who will be ruler over Israel�� (Micah 5:2).
But for those with eyes that could see the story was far from over. If God was a God of His word then it had to be that a 
descendant of David would come and would rule with justice and in righteousness. �the days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and what is right in the land� (Jer 
23:5).

And Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd. In other words He would care for God�s people no matter what the cost. 
And for Jesus that meant being the suffering servant. 

David�s descendents only ruled God�s people for 400 years. They failed so badly that not only was the kingdom taken 
into exile but upon its return it was not one of David�s descendents that took leadership. 

If the word of God is true we also learn from this passage that the only one who can rule God�s people is a descendent of 
David. Which begs the question, which of his descendents would ever be worthy to do that?  

God�s promise that it would be one of his descendents who would always be the leader of God�s people was a more 
magnificent thing than David could ever have comprehended. But this is our God, He does immeasurably more than we 
could ever imagine (Eph 3:20). 

And there is more to come which was way beyond anything David could imagine at that point in his life. A kingdom so big 
that it would number thousands of millions, and a kingdom not based on nationality, but on a relationship with God, the 
kingdom of those who had been forgiven. 
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8
A Sermon Preached at the 
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 20 March 2005

2 Samuel 8:1-18 
The Lord gave David victory

In a rather staccato fashion we have a narrative of David�s military successes on the east of the Jordan and the far north. 
These victories are not given to us in chronological fashion. In fact this chapter takes up the story where chapter 5 left 
off. For a start we know that most of this fighting had taken place before David thought about putting up a temple (7:1). 
But the story of the promise of one of David�s sons being on the throne forever was more important than these details of 
battles and so was given to us first. I am a male and I am also a Westerner. I love things to be dealt with one at a time 
and in a proper sequence. I would rather like this chapter back there with chapter 5. But not everyone thinks the same 
way that I do. I have noticed that females have a lot less trouble than I do in having half a dozen issues on the go at 
once. More, not everyone thinks that presenting items in a chronological sequence is always the best sequence. Our 
narrator is quite happy to gives us his information in a way that may look haphazard to someone like me but is in fact 
anything but. More, he does not feel any need to conclude the issue of David�s wars before telling us the story of the 
move to Jerusalem even though that move followed many of the wars listed here and most certainly the war with the 
Philistines (5:19). 
. 
This chapter is meant to bring home to us just how successful David was. Saul had no palace. He had no capital city and 
he spent all his time in a terrible tug of war with the Philistines. David within less than ten years of having the throne is
master not only of Palestine but of all the surrounding territory. There is not a tribe or nation in the immediate geographic 
area that is not either subjected to him or at the very least in a healthy equal relationship. David�s kingdom became a 
force to be reckoned with. 

When David had finished his campaigning there was no one left standing! When we are told God had given His people 
rest from all their enemies (7:1) we are meant to see that God does not do things in half measures. That God is generous 
beyond belief. There is simply no one left to trouble God�s people. 

The statement in verse 6 �The Lord gave David victory everywhere he went� is meant to show us that David�s military 
successes were nothing short of miraculous. It is God who is establishing His people in their Promised Land. 

These are the key words of the chapter; �The Lord gave David victory�. This massive growth in power is not natural, it is 
supernatural. These military victories are a sign that God was keeping His word and saving His people from all their 
enemies. That God was using His shepherd to protect His flock from those who would prey upon them. But the phrase, 
�The Lord gave David victory� is telling us that God Himself, and not David, is the Saviour and Shepherd of His people 
Israel. 

God said He would establish His people in their land and now He does. 

David poured all that he had into the wellbeing of his kingdom because he knew that this kingdom would be established 
and would prosper. There was no doubt. It was God who was establishing it. 

And it is God who is building the church. We have no doubt that the church is here and the church is growing and the 
church is prospering because God said that it would. Jesus said He would build His church. �And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it� (Matt 16:18).

Before we make investments we are very keen to make sure that they are sound investments. Before we purchase a 
home in a suburb we want to know that the suburb is a good one and that the value of our investment will not go down. It 
is the same with shares. Before purchasing a parcel of shares we need to make sure that it is a sound investment. In fact 
many people do make all sorts of investments and feel very insecure as they do so. What about the investment you are 
making in the church, the investment of your time and energy and the investment of your gifts? I tell you that there is no 
sounder investment. The church is going somewhere. The church has an eternal future. Paul summed it up this way, 
�therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain� (1 Cor 15:58). If the church has an eternal and particularly 
glorious future then we can be certain that whatever we invest in it will yield huge returns. 

This is something of what Jesus was suggesting with His comment about, �storing up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal� (Matt 6:20).  

The Lord had promised Israel the land from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates River (Gen 15:17-21 & Deut 1:6-8). It was 
because David believed these promises that he acted so boldly. 

The promises of God were not empty words as far as David was concerned. He was willing to take them at face value 
and act upon them. The promise was that the surrounding tribes would come under the authority of the king of Israel and 
so David moved to bring them under his authority. 

And it is no different with the church. We believe that God has promised that in eternity there will be in God�s family 
people from every tribe and language group on earth. John in the book of Revelation says, �� because You (Jesus) 
were slain, and with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You 
have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth� (Rev 5:9&10). Now if 
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that promise is true then obviously the church will go into action and proclaim, in one way or another, the Christian 
message to every tribe and language group on earth. 

In other words our missionary endeavors are the product of believing the promises of God. If the promise is true then we 
know that our preaching will be successful and that our preaching the good news all over the world is exactly what God 
wants. Hence we get on with it!

When David had come to the throne his kingdom had to live with being constantly bullied by the surrounding tribes and 
nations. The people of God had again and again been taken advantage of by their more powerful neighbours. They had 
been invaded more times than they cared to remember. 

When we see a promise of God fulfilled like this, we are meant to take heart and note that if this promise has been 
fulfilled so literally and so abundantly then so will all the other promises that God has made concerning His people. God 
had promised His people rest, �But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land the LORD your God is giving you as 
an inheritance, and He will give you rest from all your enemies around you so that you will live in safety� (Deut 12:10). 
This chapter is the fulfilment of that promise. 

This chapter may appear as a somewhat harsh catalogue of military victories but it is much more. It is a statement 
emphasising the faithfulness of God to His word. This chapter is telling us that our God keeps His promises. 

To have lived in David�s empire would have been to live in a country where there was no anxiety about being invaded. It 
would have been to live in a country where there was no fear about what some foreign nation may or may not do. David 
ruled over a very secure people.

In fact what David has built is a small empire. All the surrounding nations lose their independence and come under 
David�s authority. Their armies are neutralised. What David establishes is something the like of which has never been 
seen before in Palestine. What he has built dwarfs every previous political entity that Palestine had ever known. 

David was pretty rough on the Moabites. Basically only one third of the men in their army were allowed to live. The other 
two thirds were put to death. By today�s standards we would want David up before some war crimes tribunal. The brutal 
excess of David�s troops makes us feel very uncomfortable. But should we judge David�s actions by today�s military 
standards?

For the original readers this story is simply saying that David�s small army had been so supernaturally prospered that 
they had been able to permanently dismantle the military might of the Moabites. That the military might of the Moabites 
was made up of human beings was a secondary matter. 

But this action is even more remarkable in light of the fact that David had Moabite blood in him. His great-grandmother 
was a Moabite, Ruth (Ruth 4:21 &22). More, during the days when Saul was seeking to find and kill him, his family had 
gone and lived with the Moabites and they had provided a place of shelter for them (1 Sam 22:3&4). 

We think of the fact that David put to death two thirds of the Moabite army. But in fact what he did was spare one third of 
the Moabite army. In that day, it would have been quite normal to have slaughtered the entire army. 

The hamstringing of the Zobah�s chariot horses was simply in order that they might not be used for war again. A 
hamstrung horse was incapable of running. Zobah was far to the north, way up in the mountains north of Damascus. 

When we are told that there are campaigns way over by the Euphrates River we realise we are now in another world to 
the one Saul knew. The Euphrates was hundreds of kilometres away. Saul did not move much beyond the borders of 
Palestine. David had no doubt that when God said that His people would control all the land as far as the great 
Euphrates (Deut 1:6-8) He meant it. David was one of the few who seemed to have taken God at His word on this point. 

The Edomites lived to the south of Palestine. The chances are that they would have initiated war with David to forestall
his encroachment on the lucrative trade routes that passed through their territory. Following their defeat David 
established a garrison throughout Edom. This was to secure the safety of the caravans that would have travelled from 
Palestine down to Arabia and Africa. 

David is building a kingdom and he will not let anyone stand in his way. The kingdom is coming and it is a kingdom in 
which evil will have no part. These Moabites were hostile to David. They were pernicious, aggressive, wicked, seeking to 
do harm, Happy enough to plunder and cause havoc. They were the terrorists and insurgents of the day. David knows 
that the only way to bring evil into line is by force. And David is not afraid to use it. 

But not all have to be forced to submit. There is king Tou of Hamath who willingly joins himself to David. This wise king 
brought to David incredibly expensive gifts (v10) and by doing so indicates that he willingly submits to David�s authority in
the region. 

This king stands as a witness to the fact that no one need have been struck by David. David is a gracious king who 
willingly accepted Tou�s overtures. Tou is brought into the kingdom peacefully. 
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But this is for certain David will be king, either by force or by accepting his authority. Jesus is the same; there is no kinder 
King than Jesus. But the day will come when every knee will bow either willingly or by force.  

We are meant to take seriously the way David dealt with the Moabites. This is how God deals with evil. He will not 
tolerate it. The Moabites had been a law to themselves and then all of a sudden the kingdom is upon them. The kingdom 
is not something they can take or leave. Like it or not they must do business with the king. They could have been like 
Tou. He willingly joins himself to the kingdom. But if they will not willingly join then they must suffer the consequences. 
For David now rules and in David�s kingdom there is no room for evil men. David works on zero tolerance of wrong. 

And so does Jesus. Jesus is King and when His kingdom finally comes in its entirety there will be no room for evil 
people. David may have dealt harshly with the soldiers from Moab but no more harshly than Jesus will deal with the 
workers of evil when He comes. We can be certain that David would have given the folk of Moab every opportunity to 
change, but they would not. And King Jesus gives unbelievable opportunities for folk to accept His offer of amnesty and 
His offer of forgiveness. But for those who will not accept His offer there is nothing but that place of outer darkness. 
There is certainly no place for them in the kingdom and they will be excluded just as surely as were the soldiers of Moab. 

David we are told, was doing what was just and right for all his people (v15). By this we are being told that he was 
administering justice. David is ruling as God Himself would want His people governed. David is giving his people security 
justice and a good administrative system. 

When we are told that David did what was just and right for all his people (v15) we are being told that David acted as the 
chief judge in the land. Justice is important to God. Jesus will be our judge in that He will bring justice to us. In David�s 
kingdom wrongs were addressed and put right. No one need fear that they will be forced to live with injustice. 

God loves justice (Psa 33:5). God rules His creation with justice (Psa 36:6). 

It was because David was head judge and took such a keen interest in maintaining justice in his kingdom that Nathan 
took to him a particularly unjust situation of a certain wealthy man who insisted on the one lamb in his flock that one of 
his workers had become attached to (12:4). 

We are left in little doubt that David was a brilliant man. His leadership skills, his IQ, his energy levels were all well above
average. But the amount of time that the Bible gives to this aspect of the man is not nearly as much as it gives to 
exploring his character - and in particular the flaws in his character. Here we have one short chapter exploring some of 
the best years of David�s life. But soon we will have two very long chapters exploring his one night of passion. 

In Roland Perry�s life of John Monash a work of over 500 pages most of the words are given to exploring the man�s 
phenomenal abilities. Chapter after chapter are devoted to his engineering skills and his military skills. Only a very small 
part of the book is given to the matter of his affair with the wife of one of his employees. This is the opposite of what the
Bible does. In Perry�s work adultery is not that important an issue. Monash�s achievements are of much more 
importance, but not so for the writer of the Bible. David spoiled another couple�s marriage and in God�s eyes it is not a 
small issue but a big issue. 

David is the king who rules over a kingdom in which evil is not tolerated. And David shows himself to be an evil man! 
David deserves to be ejected from the kingdom just as forcibly as were those Moabites. David knows the standards! 

But David is not rejected. David stays. For one of his descendents will be rejected in his place. In his great psalm, Psalm 
22, David knew that there would be One who would have to reach the point of saying, �My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken Me?� But because One was forsaken in his place David could also say, �I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever� (Psa 23:6). 
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9.
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 3 April 2005

2 Samuel 9:1-13 
Welcome

Here David is still at the height of his power he is living in the flow of much blessing. His kingdom is growing strongly and 
rapidly. And it is while he is at the top, both with more than enough things to do and with no obligations to anyone, that 
he decides to get involved in seeking out descendents of Jonathan. And that with the one aim of showing kindness. 

David and Jonathan had been very close. Back when they were young men Jonathan willingly deferred to David. Even to 
the extent of promoting David above himself when it came to the matter of who would rule after Saul. This should have 
been Jonathan�s prerogative but he handed it over to David. 

Jonathan was a man who listened to and responded to the Word of God. God had said that David would rule Israel. At 
the time God spoke nothing could have seemed less likely. Saul was king and David was a young nobody. But Jonathan 
believed the Word of God. 

And because Jonathan believed he did not try to set himself as king, even though he was the crown prince and next in 
line for the throne. Jonathan knew that if the word of God were true then David would be king and his family would be 
living under the authority of David. 

So understanding that the future would pan out just as God said it would pan out Jonathan made a request to David that 
he care for his family in the days ahead. 

Jonathan had no doubt that David was going to be the most successful of kings. So much so he requested David care for 
his family when the day finally came that he was victorious over all the enemies of Israel (1 Sam 20:15). Jonathan 
believed the word of God. God had said that David would rule and Jonathan pictures the future in terms of what God had 
said. 

Now if we picture the future in terms of what God has said we will be mightily encouraged. Paul said, �no eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him but God has revealed it to us 
by His Spirit� (1Cor 2:10). And �I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us� (Rom 8:18). And �He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away� (Rev 21:4).

There is nothing like being loved to bring joy to your heart. And knowing God loves you cannot but bring great waves of 
joy. So it is inevitable that one of the fruits of the Spirit will be joy. It is the Spirit who reveals more and more of the nature 
and character of God to us and the more we know of God the more we see of His love for us and the more we see of His 
love for us the more joy we have. And the more joy God brings into our hearts the more we will worship Him and love 
Him. God desires us to worship Him and nothing brings us to worship like knowing how much He loves us. When we get 
to heaven we will see and experience more of the love of God than we do now. And hence we will have more joy than we 
have now and hence we will worship Him with more intensity than we do now. But will we fully comprehend the love of 
God when we get to heaven? No. As eternity unfolds we will experience more and more of the love of God and as we do 
we will experience more and more joy. Will we ever reach a time when this cycle will stop? In other words will we ever 
reach a time when we have seen and experienced all there is to see and experience of the love of God? No! That is why 
we need eternity. We need eternity to fully see all the love of God. Now eternity never ends and so we will never ever 
fully comprehend the love of God. But as we go on growing in our understanding of the love of God our joy and 
happiness will go on increasing, and forever. 

If we know that this is our future we will make decisions based on what we know is coming. Jonathan would have been 
stupid to have asked his dad to promise to care for his family for Jonathan knew that his dad had no future. He asked 
David because he knew that David had a future. When Jesus tells us not to lay up treasure on earth but in heaven it is 
because this earth does not have a future but heaven does. 

Do you know that in Australia last year $10 billion was spent on goods and services that were never used. Gadgets, gym 
membership, and so on (Bulletin, 5 April 2005, p29). And what was spent on things only used once or twice, or things 
that were not really necessary at all? If life here were to go on forever then there may be some wisdom in investing in 
material things. But if God�s word is true then life is not going to go on here forever. It is going to go on forever in heaven. 
So a wise person would invest there. 

We pray, �may Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven�. What is heaven like? It is a place of love - deep genuine 
compassion and charity. Now this earth is very temporary and is passing away all so quickly. But heaven is permanent. 
So the wise person would act now the way we will be acting for all eternity. That is in love. 

When our chapter opens Jonathan and Saul have been long dead. David has finally arrived in the sense that he is 
secure as king. So the day has now come when David intends to make good on his promise to Jonathan. David 
remembers the promise and is keen to show kindness. David is under no pressure to show kindness other than the 
promise he has made.  
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But David will keep the promise and show the sort of kindness that God would show. Jonathan was quite specific in what 
he asked of David, he wanted David to show to his family the sort of kindness that God shows (1 Sam 20:14).

What David will do is show Mephibosheth the same sort of kindness that God shows His people. We are told quite 
specifically that it will be God�s kindness that will be demonstrated to Mephibosheth. 

David had made a promise to Jonathan that was to be realised the moment David had victory over his enemies. That 
moment is now and David moves instantly. In chapter 8 we are told that David, �had victory everywhere he went� and 
now in chapter 9 David does one of the things he promised he would do when he finally had �victory�. 

If David is going to show the sort of kindness that God shows, then we should be able to look at the way David acts here 
and see something of the way that God acts. 

Well the first thing we see is that David will love his enemies. 

In the ancient near east no family of a defeated ruler expected to receive anything from the new regime. In fact it was 
normal to completely eradicate all members of the old regime. 

Mephibosheth�s grandfather had spent years trying to kill David. David had suffered so much at the hands of his 
grandfather.  David had every reason to quietly forget the private promise he had made to Jonathan. The promise had 
been made a long time ago. If Mephibosheth was born at the time this promise was made he would have only been a 
baby. The man is now old enough to be a father himself. 

Anyone connected to Saul was an enemy. This is the point. David actually was willing to love an enemy. There were still 
many who thought that a descendent of Saul ought to have the throne. David is reaching out to and strengthening 
someone who could be a threat to him. It would be like John Howard telling us all the good points of Kim Beasly. It would 
not happen! No Prime Minister builds up the leader of the opposition! But that in essence is what David is doing here. 

Until now Mephibosheth has been living very quietly in obscurity. He was over the other side of the Jordan. He was well 
out of the way. It was in his best interests for the king to not even know that there were any living descendents of king 
Saul. 

David�s love translated into real action. David did more than send Mephibosheth a greeting card wishing him well. David 
went into action and provided for Mephibosheth in a substantial and costly way. 

And what were we if not enemies of God? We were hostile to God. We were distant and happy to be distant. We did not 
want God in our lives. We were self-centred and rebellious. And yet God loved us and reached out to us. �Enemy� is the 
word that Paul uses for us. It is a strong word but it captures the truth of the matter. �For if, when we were God�s 
enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son�� (Rom 5:10). It was to an enemy that David showed 
loving kindness and it is to enemies that God has shown loving kindness. 

While any descendent of Saul lived there was always the chance of one of them claiming the throne and being the 
source of a coup. It was no easy thing that David did. 

The second thing we see is that David will go searching for the family of Jonathan. It seems that David did not even know 
Jonathan had any living children. But David is willing to go on a search. Mephibosheth will not have to come to David, 
David will go to him. And so it is with us and God. It is God who has come to us. It is God who has come looking for us. It 
is God who goes out like a shepherd seeking the lost sheep. 

Here is the story of the lost sheep of Luke 15. The shepherd will not wait for the lost sheep to come home on its own, as 
if it ever would. No, the shepherd will go searching. 

When the people of God were the state of Israel the world was told to come to Jerusalem. But it is not that way any 
more. Now the people of God are the church and the church has been told to �go�. �Go� to every tribe, every language 
group, and every sub-culture. We are not to wait for people to come to us, we are to go. 

I spent last Thursday teaching RE over the road at our local primary school. I simply went over to help for the day. It was 
good, I tell you. Our RE teachers do the most remarkable job. They �go� to the school week after week after week. We do 
not wait for the kids to come across the road to us. As if they ever would! We go to them. This is right. This is what Jesus 
would have us do. 

Next month is missions� month in our church and we will spend five Sundays thinking about �going� to others.  We will 
spend five Sundays thinking about how to finance the sending of people to other cultures. We will spend five Sundays 
concentrating on the mission of the church, which is to go to those who know nothing of Jesus. 

Well David is told that there is this chap called Mephibosheth who is a relative of Jonathan and the order is given to bring 
him to Jerusalem. 



34

What picture of David did Mephibosheth have in mind when he was making his way up to see David? If he had the 
picture left by his grandfather, Saul, then he would have travelled with deep fear in his mind. But if he was travelling with 
the picture given him by his dad, Jonathan, he would have had joy and excitement in his heart.

For Saul, David was a nasty piece of work, someone who was out to undermine him, someone who was out to take what 
was rightfully his. But for Jonathan, David was the most delightful human being, someone who was kind and loving, and 
caring and just. 

This story begs the question, what picture of God do you have in your mind and where has it come from? Is it an 
accurate picture? 

In this week�s edition of the Bulletin, (5 April 2005, p8), there is a letter to the editor decrying those who wilfully hang on 
to �superstition-religion�. Those who believe in God are pictured as those hanging on to a primitive past linked to the 
worshipping of the moon, sun, stars, fire, mountains and so on. The letter writer describes such folk as �poor sods�. I ask 
what sort of a picture of God does this person have? Where has he got it from? This I know he does not have an 
accurate picture of God. There is nothing superstitious about the faith that I have committed myself to. 

When Mephibosheth finally appears before the king he receives unbelievable kindness from the monarch. David�s first 
word to Mephibosheth was his name. David calls him by name. David had gone to the trouble of learning the name and 
using the name. Mephibosheth will not simply be another refugee he will be someone David will know personally. 

Then the next words are, �don�t be afraid�. There is no need to fear simply because of the promise. David had every 
reason not to show any kindness to this man. But David will be absolutely faithful to the promise he has made. And if 
David is going to be faithful to that promise then Mephibosheth has nothing to fear. 

God has many reasons not to love me. But I know that God is faithful. He has promised that those who trust in His Son 
will be accepted into His family and loved. I know that I am loved by God, because I know that God is a God who keeps 
His word. 

�For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life� (John 3:16). Here is the promise of God. If I trust in Jesus God will stand by me. God never ever goes back 
on His word. I can stake my life on His word and I have. I believe that if I put my confidence in Jesus I will be delivered. It 
is not a matter of God �liking� me, or of God finding something �good� in me. In fact it has nothing to do with me. It is all 
about God being faithful to the promise He has made to save anyone who trusts His Son.  

So it was not emotion that drove David�s actions, it was not any sense of pity for Mephibosheth. It was his commitment to 
the promise. 

Having brought him to Jerusalem David will now extend to Mephibosheth the most remarkable generosity. Up until now 
Mephibosheth had been living quite happily in a very ordinary way. Mephibosheth was not destitute. So what David 
extends to Mephibosheth was not charity. It was generosity in the extreme.  

We all know what it is to give to those who are in real need. And we all know what it is to give to those who do not need 
what we give. When we give to those who do not need what we give, we are driven by love, not their need. I have given 
presents to people who are much better off than I am.  That they have more than me does not matter. I love them and 
want to express my love via a present.  

David does not do the bare minimum for Mephibosheth. He does the maximum. He heaps riches upon him. With God 
there is no such thing as bare or minimum kindness. 

David gives Mephibosheth ownership of Saul�s personal estate. He becomes the legal owner of a farm of some value. 
Saul�s personal wealth would have become David�s upon David taking up the throne. David is doing all he can to give 
Mephibosheth dignity. He is to become a man of independent means. David willingly hands over to him property that was 
a part of David�s wealth. 

David is reflecting God�s kindness. 

David knew what it was to say �I shall not want� (Psa 23:1) and Paul could say, �He who did not spare His own Son, but 
gave Him up for us all�how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?� (Rom 8:32) and John could 
say, �From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another� (John 1:16).

And Jesus said, �do not worry, saying, �What shall we eat?� or �What shall we drink?� or �What shall we wear?�  For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them� (Matt 6:31&32).

David brings this man from hiding and not only gives him permission to live but to live in luxury. 

From this point on Mephibosheth will not have to live with any financial worries. He will not have to know anxiety about 
paying bills. And Jesus would have us live without financial worries. He would have us live without anxiety. He would 
have us believe that the kindness David showed Mephiboseth is not greater than the kindness of God but is a reflection 
of that kindness. 
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David is like Jesus who shares all that He has with us. He makes us joint heirs of all that He has received.  We are now a 
part of the heavenly royal family. And we too are rich. We have a Father who will supply all our needs. 

But beyond having his financial needs met Mephibosheth will be given a place of esteem in the community. He will be 
given the privilege of eating at the king�s table. That is he will be a part of the royal family and the very inner circle of
government. In the community he will be a person who will be honoured and respected. The man will now move and deal 
daily with the highest echelons of society. Everyday he would be involved in conversations about policies and finances 
and ambassadors. 

It would be like us having the right to eat in the Parliament House dining room - or perhaps moving into the Lodge. 

Mephibosheth will not be invited simply to a meal with the royal family. That in itself would be a great honour. But this 
man will be a permanent guest in the palace. 

And we are permanent members of the community of the New Jerusalem. 

Paul�s self-esteem came from being a servant of Jesus. Imagine what self-esteem being the secretary of the PM would 
bring. Being a secretary is no big deal but being the secretary of the PM is. 

We must never forget our privileged position. This morning before I came down here to preach I needed to have a chat 
with someone about how best to be of help to the congregation. I could have phoned our regional senior minister. He is 
always available. He is a good man. But I felt I needed to go higher. I have a good friendship with the Directory of 
Ministries for the BUV. He is the top Baptist in Victoria. I knew he would take my call. But I felt I needed to go higher. So I 
thought about phoning the President of the Baptist Union of Australia. I happen to know that she lives in Melbourne and I 
have met her on a number of occasions. I believed she would take my call. But I felt that I needed to go higher. So I 
thought about the chap who is President of the Baptist World Alliance, a chap who oversees nearly 40 million Baptists 
world wide. Would he take my call? Probably not - but even if he would I felt a need to go higher. How high can a chap 
like me go on a Sunday morning? Well how about to the boss of everything? How about to God Himself? Yes that is how 
high I can go. Mephibosheth had the ear of the king at dinner every night and I have the ear of God 24 hours a day. 

Twice we are told in this chapter that Mephibosheth is a cripple. Here is yet another reason for David to have ignored 
him. Here was a man on the edge of society. 

Mephibosheth was born quite normal. He was five years old on the day that his father Jonathan, and his grandfather, 
king Saul had died in battle with the Philistines. When news had reached his home of the military disaster, his nurse 
realising that the Philistines would have been bent on wiping out the king�s family panicked. She grabbed little 
Mephibosheth and started to run. But she dropped him. We are not given the details of the drop but it was a pretty bad 
fall for his feet, or perhaps his ankles, were so damaged that the little chap was never able to walk again. The nurse took 
him across the Jordan to safety and that is where he had lived ever since, in the obscure village of Lo Debar. 

Cripples and handicapped folk were never welcomed in polite society in that day. It was normal for the king to surround 
himself only with good looking and intelligent folk. We know that when Daniel was taken into exile by the Babylonians he 
was chosen to work in the palace only because he was good looking and above average in intelligence. 

The palace was the show piece of the country. When foreign dignitaries came it was to the palace and the palace would 
be the place where the best and the brightest of the kingdom would be put on show. Their palaces are a bit like our 
entertainment industry today. To be a pop star you not only have to sing well you have to look good too. You do not find 
too many handicapped folk reading the news or comparing TV shows. 

And when it comes to perfection we are all cripples. We are all men and women who are blemished. We all have failings.  
Yet we are all welcomed by Jesus. He is not ashamed to call us, yes even us, brothers (Heb 2:11). 

To all intents and purposes David has adopted Mephibosheth. �So Mephibosheth ate at David�s table like one of the 
king�s sons� (9:11). Like one of the king�s sons - equal with the other members of the king�s family. And do you know we 
enjoy the same privilege in God�s family? �Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God� (John 1:12). God no longer just has one Son He now has a family. And you and I are a 
part of that family. 
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2 Samuel 10:1-19 
Righteous anger

We are about to move to the story of Bathsheba. That story is set in the midst of the war with the Ammonites. The outline 
of that war is given here. The phrase, �in the course of time� is not just a comment about chronology it is a marker to let 
us know that we are moving on into new material. We have the same phrase again at the start of chapter 13 thus 
showing that chapters 10, 11 and 12 are a literary unit. 

This is a tiny incident that has been amplified. From one angle it has been amplified out of all proportion. The war with 
the Ammonites was a major undertaking. The matter of the king calling one of his subjects to his bedroom for a couple of 
hours is a non event. The battle casualties of this war were running into the thousands. The death of one Hittite was a 
non event. 

I have a map at home of the universe. It has tried to capture the extent of the known universe. In poetic language there 
are as many stars or suns as there are grains of sand on all the beaches of this world. We know that we have about a 
billion stars in our galaxy. And we know that there are at least a billion galaxies. We are talking of something so big that it 
defies our imaginations. This map of mine has everything in proportion except our solar system. On this map our solar 
system is so small that it cannot be shown even as a dot. But the map maker has amplified the solar system and 
deliberately made it out of proportion to the rest of the map in order that we can see it. This solar system is the most 
important part of the universe and so the map maker has taken the liberty of amplifying it. 

We are left in little doubt that David was a brilliant man. His leadership skills, his IQ, his energy levels were all well above 
average. But the amount of time that the Bible gives to this aspect of the man is not nearly as much as it gives to 
exploring his character - and in particular the flaws in his character. We only have a few short chapters exploring some of 
the best years of David�s life. But we are about to start on two very long chapters exploring his one night of passion. 

In Roland Perry�s life of John Monash, a work of over 500 pages, most of the words are given to exploring the man�s 
phenomenal abilities. Chapter after chapter are devoted to his engineering skills and his military skills. Only a very small 
part of the book is given to the matter of his affair with the wife of one of his employees. This is the opposite of what the
Bible does. In Perry�s work adultery is not that important an issue. Monash�s achievements are of much more 
importance. Not so for the writer of the Bible. David spoiled another couple�s marriage and in God�s eyes it is not a small 
issue but a big issue. This is evil and God never leaves evil unchallenged. 

David may be a great king and a great warrior. He may be leading a nation at war. But for God the big issue is his 
character and it is in this story that we see something not nice in the depth of this man and God will not gloss over it. God
will do the opposite, he will amplify the story. 

Yesterday Prince Charles and Camilla married. Because both had in the past admitted to adultery they were called upon 
to make a confession. They had to confess to their �evil and wickedness�. One newspaper that I was reading last night 
made light fun of this well-to-do respectable couple confessing to �evil and wickedness�. Well that is the newspaper�s 
opinion of their adultery. But for God the words �evil and wickedness� are just the right words. God will not let us 
minimize our sin. 

The Ammonites were a tribe that lived across the Jordan. Their capital was Rabbah. The city is still there today. It is the 
capital of Jordan, Amman.  It is about 80 kms from Jerusalem. 

The story opens with the death of the Ammonite king, Nahash. Nahash, was no hero, nevertheless David had 
established friendly relationships with him and his people. David naturally wishes to keep warm friendly relations with the 
Ammonites and so sends a delegation to the new regime. 

This is a bit like our Prime Minister making it his business to be at the inauguration of the new Indonesian President late 
last year. 

David sent a delegation of diplomats. David could have sent a military contingent just to remind Hanun who had the 
strongest army in the region. But no, he sends peaceful diplomats. And they are sent with a message of sympathy and 
goodwill. 

The relationship between Israel and the Ammonites had not always been a friendly one. In fact there had been significant 
tensions. Many Israelites lived on their side of the Jordan and the Ammonites were never particularly happy about it. 
During the very early days of Saul�s reign they had planned the most awful atrocity against an Israelite city on the east of 
the Jordan. It had been their intention to blind in one eye all the men of the Jewish town of Jabesh. Fortunately Saul was 
able to bring the fighting men of Israel across the river in time to defend the outpost town (1 Sam 11). 

In spite of this history David had been able to establish peaceful relations between the Ammonites and his people.  But 
the new king decided that the best course of action for him was a complete break from Israel. He would rather be free to 
treat Jewish outposts as he thought fit rather than being tied to any treaty of friendship. 
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He decides to accuse David�s envoys with spying. It would have been obvious to all that they were not spies. The 
Israelites had better ways of gathering information and intelligence than via envoys that would have arrived with some 
public fanfare. 

There is something very evil about Hanun. There is something terrible in the way that he viciously humiliates these 
innocent and unprotected envoys. There is little doubt that it is his first step in re-inaugurating his father�s anti Israelite 
policies. His father was so keen to suppress and humiliate any Israelite living in his vicinity that he was prepared to 
gouge out the right eye of all Israelite males. 

Hanun set out to hurt David�s ambassadors and he did. The beard was the pride and joy of the Israelite male. It was only 
ever cut off in periods of mourning. There was no better way to humiliate a man than to cut off half his beard. He would 
be humiliated to the point of not wanting to be seen by anyone. 

One�s garments reflect one�s status and one�s identity. The cutting off of their garments at the hip and so exposing their 
genitals is in order to make them look like clown figures of fun to be mocked and jeered at by everyone. This was a 
terrible humiliation. To be exposed is always utterly embarrassing. There is nothing worse than having someone come 
up to you and say, �your fly is undone�!!! 

It is sad that Hanun should have copied the worst in his father. There were other aspects to Nahash other than his plans 
to cut out the right eye of the men of Jabesh. But sad to say Hanun copies the worst in his father and not the best. 

There had been bad times and obviously some good times in the relationship between the Ammonites and the Israelites. 
Hanun could have chosen to remember the good times as David obviously was. Or he could choose to remember the 
bad times of conflict and war. Hanun chose to remember the bad times. 

All the people we live and deal with leave us with memories. They have all brought some good into our lives and some
bad. We can choose to remember the good things that they have done for us and with us or we can choose to remember 
the bad things they have done to us. 

Your emotions come from what you are thinking about. One is not simply happy or sad. One is happy or sad because 
one is thinking of something that makes one happy or one sad. It is the same as how you feel toward a person. It is what 
you chose to remember about that person that will make you feel happy or sad, angry or warm. 

Hanun chose of his own free will to think about the year of conflict and not about the years of peace and goodwill that 
had existed between his people and David�s people. 

Hanun�s humiliation of David�s men is in effect a declaration of war. He knew that such an action would cause him to be 
seen as an enemy or as he puts it, �a stench in David�s nostrils� (v6) and therefore the immediate arranging of strong 
allies. 

Saul had gone to war against the Ammonites because of their cruel plans. Saul would not sit by and watch them torture 
the men of Jabesh and David will not sit by and see these good men humiliated. More David will not wait until Hanun 
starts on his anti Israelite policy of abusing Israelites living in the Trans Jordan. 

When the message had come long ago to the village where Saul then lived the people were shocked. There was great 
consternation, tears and distress. What the Ammonites were about to do to the poor people of Jabesh was shocking. But 
no one did anything. 

But just as the folk of Gibeah were digesting the news Saul came home from his day's work. He too was told the story, 
but his reaction was quite different. No tears, but burning anger. We are told that the Spirit of God came upon him in 
power. He felt what God was feeling about the situation. He entered into the heart of God. And the heart of God was 
burning with anger toward the Ammonites. Saul started to feel the burning anger that God has toward evil. 

Saul was going to defend these victims no matter what the cost. He was going to attack the perpetrators of this evil come 
what may. And David is about to do exactly the same. David will not let this evil go unchecked. 

Jesus knew what it was to burn with anger (Mark 3:5), He burned with anger as He laid into the stall holders in the 
temple (Matt 21:12-13, John 2:12-17). John tells us that He was "consumed" with zeal. All other considerations were put 
aside. He became singly focused. That temple court was going to be cleaned regardless of the consequences. There 
was an evil being perpetuated and Jesus was not going to sit by and watch it. What Jesus did was great news for the 
�little people� who had lost the only place they had to worship at the temple. But what He did was bad news for the stall 
holders. For the perpetrators of evil what Jesus did that day was not good!

Jesus had no doubts as to what the effect of the Spirit being on Him would be. He would "proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed" (Luke 4:18). In other words He would get involved 
with those with needs. But the down side to what Jesus was about to do in His ministry would not be good for the 
oppressors. 
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Moses may not have handled the matter well, but it was because he was a man of God that Moses could not stand by 
and watch while a Hebrew slave was being beaten mercilessly (Ex 2:11&12). He went to the aid of the victim but in doing 
so he brought the life of the perpetrator to an end!

David will not sit by and watch evil rise again. He will take on the Ammonites no matter what the cost. For the Israelites 
living east of the Jordan this was good news but for the Ammonites this was bad news. 

Back in chapter 8 David, we are told, was doing what was just and right for all his people (v15). By this we are being told 
that he was administering justice. David is ruling as God would want His people governed. David is bringing to his people 
justice. 

When we are told that David did what was just and right for all his people (v15) we are being told that David acted as the 
chief judge in the land. Justice is important to God. In David�s kingdom wrongs were addressed and put right. No one 
need fear that they will be forced to live with injustice. Victims can rest assured that they will be cared for. Evil will be 
addressed. Perpetrators need to know that they will get away with nothing. 

God loves justice (Psa 33:5). God rules His creation with justice (Psa 36:6). 

It was because David was head judge and took such a keen interest in maintaining justice in his kingdom that Nathan 
took to him a particularly unjust situation of a certain wealthy man who insisted on the one lamb in his flock that one of 
his workers had become attached to (12:4). 

Justice is marvellous when you are a victim. For the Israelites living east of Jordan knowing that David was passionate 
about justice was fabulous. They were going to be saved from abuse from the Ammonites. For David�s envoys, knowing 
that David was passionate about justice was wonderful. They were going to be vindicated. But what if you are a 
perpetrator? For the evil Ammonites David�s commitment to justice meant war. Perpetrators of evil hate justice. Victims 
love it. 

Many years ago in a particular state in the USA the penalties for drink driving were almost non existent. The reasoning 
was, �well we all have a drink and we do not want to go interfering with people�s right to both drink and drive their cars�. 
Everyone identified with the right to drive and drink. Then one day a drunk driver lost control of his car and it mounted the
footpath at the very moment a five year old girl was stepping out of a shop. She was hit and the impact killed her. The 
case went to court and the driver walked away without a sentence. The parents of the dead girl were incensed. They 
believed a terrible miscarriage of justice had taken place. They set out on a campaign to bring in much stiffer penalties 
for drink driving. Their approach was to get people to change their thinking from seeing themselves as perpetrators to 
victims. They wanted folk to sense what it was like to have a child killed by someone who was acting irresponsibly. Their 
campaign worked. As more and more folk felt the emotional pain of those parents so pressure to deal much more 
severely with drivers who were under the influence increased. In time the legislation in that state was changed and as 
more and more stood with the victims, so more and more pressure was applied to the government to increase the 
penalties applied to the perpetrators. 

Now David has a problem. He is into justice. He is willing to go and attack the Ammonites for their evil. He is willing to 
read the �riot act� when he hears of a chap taking the pet of a poor family (12:4) and eating it, but what about when he is 
not the victim or defending the victim, but when he is the perpetrator? 

Let�s go back to our history before we answer that question. 

The Ammonites were not a particularly strong tribe. They knew that in a war with Israel they would need an ally. The 
Arameans to the north willingly joined their cause. 

As well as Hadadezer and the Arameans from the area we know as Syria, they formed an alliance with Beth Rehob and 
Zobah and Tob. These were all small tribal states in the vicinity of the Arameans. This combined army was a formidable 
force and must have given the Ammonites and the folk of Rabbah great confidence. 

The Arameans and their allies were led by Hadadezer and when he marched he came with a considerable army to help 
in the defence of Rabbah. 

But Hadadezer did not bring his troops to the city as was expected. Hadadezer did not bring his men into the city to stand 
with the Ammonite army. 

Joab and the Israelite army marched on the city expecting to face a massive combined army. But out from the city came 
the Ammonite army and only the Ammonite army.  The allies were not with them. To his horror Joab discovered that the 
huge Aramean force was coming in from behind him. 

Hadadezer had out manoeuvred Joab by placing his troops in such a position that Joab would need to fight on two fronts 
simultaneously. 

Joab was left with no alternative but to divide his army. He had the Ammonite army advancing toward him from their city 
and behind him stood the Aramean allies. Joab and the Israelite army were about to be annihilated. 
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Joab left his brother, Abishai, in charge of the larger section of the army to face the smaller weaker Ammonite army, 
while he took a smaller number of troops and turned back to face the huge Aramean force. 

The Arameans were a long way from home. In many ways this was not their war. But for Joab and his men this was a 
fight for the very life of the kingdom and their homes. 

To the horror and terrible disappointment of the Ammonites the Arameans collapse before the Israelite charge. Joab was 
a brilliant and gifted warrior. We are not surprised that the Arameans were not able to withstand his attack. 

But the main attack on the Ammonites and their capital led by Joab�s brother, Abishai was not so successful. Abishai was 
not able to break through. He was able to drive them from the battle field back into their city but he was not able to take 
the city. 

Joab ordered the army home. The battle for Rabbah will need to be fought another day. Compared to the Aramean 
forces the army of the Ammonites was small time. 

The Aramean�s may have gone to war with David simply as the allies of the Ammonites but now that hostilities have 
opened up they are going to see the matter through to the bitter end. 

Who will control the lands on the east of the Jordan? Hadadezer knows that if he does not suppress David now the 
Israelites will be masters of all the Trans Jordan territories.  Knowing the significance of the matter Hadadezer brings 
reinforcements from as far away as the Euphrates River. He comes with chariots and cavalry. Knowing that David�s army 
had virtually always been an army of foot soldiers Hadadezer must have felt rather pleased with himself. 

The moment that David realized that Hadadezer was preparing for war he led his army back across the Jordan to face 
the Arameans. We ask how did David know that Hadadezer was preparing for war on such a scale? We can only 
assume that David had a rather effective spy network. 

This second battle is fought much further north to the east of the Sea of Galilee. 

The battle was decisive. David destroyed the Aramean military machine. At the end of this war David was undisputed 
master of all the Trans Jordan lands. 

The Ammonites are now without allies. They are holed up in their city. When the Israelites return it will be to besiege their
city and wear them down to the inevitable conclusion. 

But while the Israelite army is engaged in besieging Rabbah something terrible happens to their king. 

When David took Bathsheba to bed did he not know how God feels about evil doers? Did he not know enough of God�s 
heart to know that God would thunder down on this evil? Did he really think that this evil would be less in God�s eyes 
than the evil of the Ammonites?

Nathan will tell him that what he did with Bathsheba he did in secret and he thought it would stay a secret. Was he not 
the king? Could he not arrange everything? Nathan will assure him that the matter will be exposed in broad daylight 
(12:12). In other words his evil will be judged just as severely as will be the evil of the Ammonites. 

Judgement is coming therefore we need a Saviour - someone who will save us from the consequences of our failures 
and mistakes. And there is a Saviour. There is Someone who has stepped in and who has made our failures His own. 

So much so that David could say, �I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever�.
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2 Samuel 11:1-27
Be sure your sin will find you out

We now come to the concluding section of the war. Matters commenced in chapter 10 will come to their finale at the end 
of the story that comes to us in this, and the next chapter. After defeating the allies of the Ammonites David had pulled 
his army home for the winter. With the return of the warmer weather his men marched out to take the Ammonite capital 
Rabbah. Fighting in winter held extra difficulties with men having to sleep out in the open and the problems of moving 
supply wagons through mud.  It was far better to put everything on hold until the spring, when the rains would have 
finished. And when the weather improved the army marched. We should expect more of the same sort of reporting that 
we had in the last chapter. But no, the pace changes and the focus moves to Jerusalem. 

His men are engaged in battle but the king is lounging around. All the able bodied men are in the field. The army is hard 
at it. But David is doing nothing. At the time when �the kings go off to war� David stays home! What sort or king is this? If 
the kings should be off at war and in tents with the men, then David is ceasing to be king-like. 

This man who has done so much good, this man who goes to war to defend his people living on the east of the Jordan,
this man who takes in Mephibosheth, this man who holds no grudge against Saul. This man now does this. We are not 
prepared for what David does here. This is out of character. We do not expect David to use anyone in the way he uses 
this family. Will even David move from bring driven by love to being driven by lust?

Can a man of David�s character act this way? If he can then what hope is there for us? This story gives us a great 
glimpse into human nature. This is all of us. Not one of us is beyond acting in mean, spiteful, and lustful ways. Not one of 
us is beyond using, and abusing others. Not one of us is so pure that we could not, and would not do the most awful 
things. 

Peter told Jesus that he was there to the end no matter what. Jesus knew his character better and let him know that 
when enough pressure was applied he would turn his back on Him. And this is exactly what happened. And it is exactly 
what could happen to us. Not one of us is so good that we could not fall. The nicest person you know could do the most 
horrible act. No one is incapable of doing evil. 

And this is all of us. The best of us are more than capable of doing what David did. Our nature is not different to his. 

We are not intrinsically good. We are in fact intrinsically bad so there is always the possibility of doing wrong. 

Every Bible hero is shown at some point or another to be fallible. We must never think that there is anyone who does not 
need a Saviour. This story alone shows how desperately David will need a Saviour when Judgement Day comes. 

This battle was of some proportion. The Ammonites were fighting to defend their capital. The Israelites were fighting to 
have control over the Trans Jordan. There were many Israelites living east of the Jordan and left to the mercies of the 
Ammonites would suffer the worst of indignities. Here were two nations at war. Here were two magnificent armies 
battling. Here were thousands of men at work and huge sums of money being spent. Here the destinies of two groups of 
people hang in the balance. We would have expected a well balanced historian to have given us a long and detailed 
account of this war with the Ammonites, and the strategies being planned in Jerusalem and Rabbah. 

But no, the war is summed up in a relatively few words and the narrative moves to what happens in David�s bedroom. 
The war ran for months, David�s time with this young housewife but a few hours. The war gives us a glimpse into David�s 
genius as a commander and a king. The war gives us insight into the size of David�s army, and the military strength of his 
nation. The war gives us a picture of the wealth of David�s nation. If we were to study only the war, and the ones that 
went before it, we would conclude that David was nothing short of brilliant. 

But God does not look on the outside to judge a person. God looks on the heart. God is much more concerned with the 
character of His people than He is with their splendid achievements. God will not measure you by how much wealth you 
have acquired in life, or how many degrees you have earned, or how good looking you are, or how nice your car is, or 
your house is.  

Your character is revealed in what you do when you believe no one else will ever know. It is what you do in what the poet 
Leonard Cohen calls his �secret life�, the place that no one else knows about, your mind. It is what you think about here 
that reveals more of what God is interested in than what you do out in the world where everyone can see you. 

David thought what happened in his bedroom that night was so hidden away no one would ever know. It was a little 
matter of no consequence to anyone else. Or so he thought!

This was a time of war. Hundreds of men were dying. Battle casualties were horrendous. What was one more and a 
Hittite at that? When soldiers stormed cities everyone knows what the fate of the women will be. Soldiers could take any 
pretty girl they wished. The point is in the culture of the day, the king taking a fancy to a woman and taking her to bed for 
an hour was all quite normal. But it is not normal for God! Here we see David acting like one of the kings of any one of 
the surrounding nations. And this is the last thing he should have done. 
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Why is the army at war? This war is all about David performing his rightful role as king in defending this people from 
those who wish to abuse and destroy them. The Ammonites were the aggressors. It was they who insulted David�s 
envoys and that was a precursor to taking up their old position of seeking to drive all Israelites from their homes on the 
east of the Jordan. The irony is that instead of being with his men in the battle to protect and defend his people, David 
stays at home and abuses one of his subjects. He goes out on a limb in raising the finances necessary to go to war in 
order to protect his people from the destruction that the Ammonites were about to rain down on them, and yet at the 
same time, he himself destroys one of the families he should have been protecting. 

David does more damage to the Uriah family than the Ammonites could ever have done. 

The people of God are not safe in David�s hands! This is the kingdom of God. And here in the kingdom people are being 
abused! This is the one place where everyone should have felt safe. This is the one place where there should have been 
justice. But here in the kingdom a family is being used and abused.

Did you ever think that the church is the one place where there would be no abuse? Did you think that the church would 
be the one place where no one would ever get hurt? Have you been shocked by stories of abuse in the church, thinking 
that it could never happen here? 

Over 25 years ago I was the associate pastor of a church. The senior pastor had an affair with a single mother in the 
church. It was I who �blew the whistle�. It was a traumatic time. The event took the heart of the church. There were many 
people hurt in the episode as lies were told, and people took up their various positions and as the various versions of the 
affair did the rounds. The whole thing left me physically unwell. I ended up with a tremble in my hands that took over a 
year to subside. During the midst of this storm I went and sought the counsel of a well known Anglican Minister. I am not 
sure what I was expecting from him but it was certainly not what I got. I suppose I assumed that he would have tut tutted 
and commiserated with my pain. But no, he looked me in the eye and wagged his finger at me as he said, in a very 
strong voice, �What did you expect sin to look like?� This is sin and sin is everywhere. It is not simply out there among 
the criminals. It is here among the people of God and it is foul. It always hurts. It always damages. And it is always 
among us.  

There are two names that are linked to David in almost everyone�s mind - Bathsheba and Goliath; Goliath who was the 
ugly cruel giant, Goliath the evil tyrant; Bathsheba who was the beautiful, gentle and innocent young house wife. 
Goliath and Bathsheba are opposites both in character and appearance. Yet both bring David to a place of testing. 

The giant and the woman enter David�s life at contrasting times. Goliath comes when David is unknown, young and 
untested - we doubt that he would have been 20. Bathsheba comes when he is mature, famous and well tried and 
tested, about 50. David is now in middle age. The point where he needed to prove anything on the battle field is long 
gone. This man�s bravery is now beyond question. When he meets Goliath he emerges triumphant but when he meets 
Bathsheba he goes down in defeat. David was safer in front of Goliath than he was in front of Bathsheba. Why? God. 

The common element in the two meetings is God. When David met Goliath he could not get enough of God. When David 
met Bathsheba the last person he wanted around was God. 

David, it seems, had had a long afternoon siesta and after he had got up was stretching his legs on the roof of his 
palace. The time of year was late spring warmth was in the air after the cool winter. The roof being, of course, a bit like a 
huge veranda type area of David�s palace which was at the top of a rise, there were no other buildings more elevated 
than his. 

The palace was by far the grandest building in the city. And remember Jerusalem was not a big city back then. From his 
roof David could see down into the surrounding streets and also down onto the homes of his people. The man is walking 
on the roof of the palace. He is the master of all he surveys. This was no democracy that he ruled over! He was king and 
his word was law. 

We get the picture from the words �walked around� that David was walking aimlessly. The king was a bit lost for 
something to do that late afternoon. 

Well he happened to glance at a beautiful young house wife who was bathing. The word �beautiful� is meant to set the 
alarm bells ringing. Danger is around the corner. The glance became a gaze. And the gaze became an obsession. The 
glance he had no control over. She was there and his eyes lit upon her. It happens all the time to all of us. But the move 
to gaze and from gaze to obsession, these were things that he had total control over. The decision to let the glance 
become a gaze was a very definite choice. To indulge his sexual fantasies was a choice. 

Job was so concerned about this matter that he made a contract with his eyes not to look lustfully at a girl (Job 31:1). Job 
like the rest of us would have seen many girls every day. But he had decided long before he went out doors that he 
would not allow his glances to become gazes. 

Jesus has the same advice for us but put into more extreme language. Jesus talked of plucking out our eyes. Obviously 
Jesus did not really want us to pluck out our eyes but He did want us to take very serious consideration about what and 
who we gaze at! (Mark 9:47).
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Joseph had faced the same choice. He chose to act in a different way. When Mrs. Potiphar was trying to seduce him he 
simply ran (Gen 39:11). 

For a single man of Joseph�s age the temptation to have a sexual relationship with Mrs. Potiphar would have been very 
powerful. The battle between doing right and doing wrong would have raged within him. We ask �what was it that kept 
Joseph straight?� The answer is his dream. He knew that he had a destiny. The dream had revealed to him that he was 
to be the next leader of the clan. And this clan was nothing less than the people of God. He was not willing to lose his 
destiny for physical pleasure. 

It is not simply a matter of saying, �sex outside of marriage is wrong�, although that is true. What we need to hear also is 
why it is wrong. It is wrong because in the covenant of marriage there is a pledge to cherish. In marriage you are sexually 
active with one that you have committed yourself to cherish. Outside of that commitment your sexual activity is a using of 
a person, and God will judge people who �use� other people. 

We all have a destiny, both in this life and the life to come. It would be so foolish to blow that destiny for the sake of 
physical pleasure. 

David was in the same position as Joseph. He is the leader of God�s people. But he seems to think that he can have 
both. He can have all the physical pleasure he wants and he can still rule over God�s people. But he will discover that he 
cannot. Up until this point his kingdom has been growing. But from the next chapter on it will all be flowing in the opposite 
direction. His kingdom will start to shrink. David is about to pay a terrible price for this night with this housewife. 

The king has all authority. He can do what he likes. There are many temptations that are not open to me simply because 
no matter how much I might like something or someone there is no way it is going to happen. But David has authority 
and he uses it to �send� to find out what he can about this very attractive woman. The more power and money you have 
the more danger lurks at your door. If David had not had the sort of authority that he did have then there would have 
been no temptation here, simply a fantasy. 

The woman was the wife of a soldier. More she is the grand daughter of a prominent individual Ahithophel (23:34 
&16:23) who son was Eliam whose daughter she was. That she lived so close to the palace is no surprise. 

Knowing that the woman had connections should have been enough to cause David to let the matter go at that point. 
More she is the wife of a soldier, a man who at that very point in time is fighting to defend the land over which David is 
king. This woman is a wife, a daughter, a grand daughter; she was integrated into a family structure that was not his. She 
is not simply a woman! She is a person. 

In the story line David does not use her name. David did not sleep with Bathsheba; he slept with �her�. Even at the end of 
the chapter it is still �she� who became his wife, not �Bathsheba�. To David she is merely a woman. He forgets that she is 
a person. Even worse he forgets that she is a daughter of God! 

God loves his creation. If you touch or hurt anyone you have touched someone precious to God. And God will hold you 
to account. You too are precious to God and you can rest assured that no one who has hurt you will get away with it. 

Not using his brain David �sends� again and has her brought to the palace. David is simply not thinking, as is the case 
whenever infatuation or lust, grip a person. The ability to reason ceases. While David �glanced� he was in full control of 
his thinking patterns. While David �gazed� his thinking was starting to lose some rationality. When David became 
obsessed he lost the ability to think straight. This is a fact and it can and does happen to all of us. If you are infatuated 
you simply cannot think straight. You lose that ability. If David was thinking properly he would never have done what he 
did. 

We are told that she was purifying herself when David noticed her. This woman was not simply having a bath in a less 
than private space. She was purifying herself. She was engaged in a religious act. The law required a woman to engage 
in ritual cleansing at the completion of menstruation (Lev 15:19-24). We are meant to understand that this person took 
the law and its regulations seriously. We are dealing with a pure woman. We are also being told that this woman was not 
pregnant. 

Messengers were sent to �get� her. The language is telling us that Bathsheba had no say in this. David is using his
authority to have what he wants. One night in his bed and she can go her way. That is all, one night, nothing really; no 
one�s business. She is on her way in no time at all. Used, abused and discarded. 

We are not told what emotional agonies she suffered or what she went through at the realisation that she was pregnant. 
But this we know up until this point David is the one who has been doing all the �sending�. He is the one in control of 
everything.  But now Bathsheba �sends� word to David, �I am pregnant�. Here are the consequences. These will be bad 
enough. But these consequences are only half the story. There is someone else who will be doing some �sending� also. 
For when God �sends� Nathan to David (12:1) David�s world will collapse. 

But first we see David try to use his power to cover up that of which he is ashamed. We should do nothing that we are 
not willing for everyone to know about. We should live transparent lives. If you have a part of your life which you would 
rather was not made public then remove it. For this we are going to see, no one but no one has the power to keep the 
truth hidden. Always work on the assumption that every part of your life will be made public. We have parts of our lives 
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that are private. But there is a difference between something being private and something that you would be assumed to 
be made public. You do not need to know what I do in my bedroom! But on the other hand I need to know that I do 
nothing there which I would be ashamed of. 

David works out a plan to hide the truth. The man honestly believes that he has enough power to hide his sin. He thinks 
that he can keep this matter from ever seeing the light of day. We face the question, has even this man enough power 
and authority to cover over his sin and guilt? 

Using his authority he �sent� word to Joab asking that the woman�s husband be �sent� home. Joab obeyed his orders and 
�sent� Uriah home. 

Her husband was not a true born Israelite. He is a Hittite. He is a new Israelite. He is an immigrant into the nation. He is 
one who has adopted the faith. What sort of a person will he prove to be?

David has him brought home from the battle. The battle at Rabbah was some 70 kms away, a three day journey on foot. 
David asks the soldier a number of questions about the state of play on the front line. But notice none of Uriah�s answers 
are recorded. We are meant to understand that David is not the least bit interested in Uriah�s battle report. When David 
needs a battle report he does not look to the likes of soldiers such as Uriah. Uriah was not back from the front in order to 
give David a briefing. He was back for much more sinister reasons than that. 

As soon as the so called battle report was given David dismissed the man and told him to go to his home. Not back to 
the barracks, but to his home and the instruction was even more specific. Go wash your feet! This is a polite way of 
saying take your wife to bed. More, a gift is sent to his home. A gift from the king is meant to encourage Uriah to consider 
himself favoured and therefore to feel free to relax and enjoy his time away from the front. 

But three times we are told that Uriah did not go home. 

David had planned on the fact that Bathsheba�s husband would be a man just like himself, grabbing the first opportunity 
to go to bed. And if he had gone home it would have been assumed by all concerned that the pregnancy was his doing 
and Bathsheba�s night at the palace would never have come to light. 

But Uriah was not like David. He was a man of integrity. Sex may be good but there are many things much more 
important. This man�s first loyalty was to his God and his country and not to his own pleasures. 

The man states categorically that his commitment to God and His people influenced his behaviour. The �ark� and the 
army of Israel are at war therefore it would be a terrible thing for a soldier to �go home�. He must stay on a �war footing� 
because his people are on a �war footing� at that moment. This was required by the law. Deuteronomy 23:9 states that 
soldiers on active duty were to abstain from sexual activity.  This man lives by the law. 

And David the one whose job it was to uphold the law does not. David as chief judge in the land knew the law, �you shall 
not covet your neighbour�s wife� and �you shall not commit adultery�. David had broken one law after another. Coveting, 
which only affected himself and therefore perhaps the least of his sins. Then adultery, which would have done enormous 
damage but from which everyone could have recovered. Then murder, from which one man would never recover. 

David is not simply a man free to do what he feels. He is the king of God�s people he was the chief judge of the nation. It 
was his role to uphold the law. And the law here was black and white, adulterers should die (Lev 20:10). 

The irony is that this convert from foreign ancestry is more righteous than Israel�s king. Seven times we are told that 
Uriah is a Hittite. This man knows the law and will not budge from what he knows to be right. Even the king cannot cause 
him to move from what he knows to be the correct thing to do. This man will not offend against God and His word.

David thinks that getting him drunk will cause the man to lose some of his resolve.  But Uriah drunk is more pious than 
David sober. David has enough power to take away this man�s wife and this man�s life, but he has not got enough power 
to take away this man�s integrity. 

Uriah will not bend so David has to do some more �sending�. David will have to destroy Uriah in order to save himself. 
Here is sin in its starkest terms, sacrificing someone in order to save one�s self. This is the very opposite of love and 
holiness, which is the sacrificing of self for the sake of another. 

The sin of adultery could not be contained. So David turns to murder. And the only way to contain the sin of murder is to 
hide it by the sin of setting up a military disaster in which a number of good men die. And as always with sin, on it goes, 
in its terrible downward track. When the goal is hiding sin then no price is too high to pay. The only way to conceal sin is 
do more wrong. You cannot conceal sin and not be lying.  

There was only one way out for David, confession and repentance. There is no other way. And when we have done 
wrong we can only go one of two ways, confession and repentance or more and more lying. If you seek to cover your sin 
then the only way you can do it is by doing more wrong. There is no other way to cover sin. In confession you expose 
your sin and in repentance you bring your sin to God. And what does God do?  He removes it as far as the east is from 
the west.  
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Uriah does not know it yet, but his high morality is going to cost him his life. 

David reads the man well and knows that this chap is so honourable that he can ask him to carry a letter which contains 
his death sentence and know that he will not open it. What temptation did he feel to check the contents of this letter after 
such an odd visit to the capital?

The letter is addressed to Joab and when Joab receives it, it puts him in a rather difficult position. Joab now has to 
choose between loyalty to his king and loyalty to his men. David is now so desperate that he has to call his general to 
compromise his professional competency. Joab now has to so orchestrate his troops that there is going to be a loss of 
life; a completely unnecessary loss of life. 

David asked that men be pushed right up into the strongest point of the enemy and then quickly withdrawn so as to leave 
one soldier vulnerable. David was calling upon Joab to make a deliberate mistake. 

In fact Joab did not follow David�s plan to the letter. Joab organised a mini battle on a section of the city wall where he 
knew the resistance would be great. However, it guaranteed the loss of everyone who was sent on the mission not just 
poor Uriah. This was not quite what David had asked for. But it was the best Joab could do. The sort of fighting David 
had in mind was simply not taking place at that moment. And Joab was under orders to get rid of Uriah and sooner rather 
than later! In his efforts to make sure that Uriah died a number of other soldiers had to die also. 

The regular battle report was sent to David from Joab.  But Joab knew that the only thing on David�s mind would be 
Uriah. The war had shrunk in David�s mind to the matter of eliminating one man. 

Nevertheless Joab had every reason to wonder if he would get a reprimand from David. David was hoping for a military 
accident in which only Uriah died (11:15). But Joab knew that he could not send just one soldier into close quarters that 
would look very suspicious. A small company had to be sent in to make the sortie look like a genuine attempt at attacking 
the walls. As these men came in close they were easy targets for the archers on the wall. 

Joab anticipates the sort of thing that David might say. And to do so he lifts from history the story in Judges 9:50-57. 
Everyone knows that it is utter folly to allow one�s troops to get too close to the wall of a city under siege! What Joab 
wants to make public is that the decision to put men that close to the wall was not his!!

Joab was a clever man. He could have made his point without reference to Judges. But a woman was involved in that 
story and Joab was quietly hinting that he had come to the conclusion that there was probably a woman involved in this 
little episode too. 

It was because Joab had altered the plan that he needed to stress that Uriah had died in case David did not recognise 
the plan as the one he had devised. This particular battle plan was about nothing except getting one solider killed in such 
a way that it looked like an accident. 

Joab need not have worried however. When David was given the casualties statistics he expresses no anger at Joab 
and equally ignores the fact that these particular loses were brought about by his own orders. 

When David tells Joab not to let the matter trouble him, David is, at the same time, speaking to himself and seeking to 
placate his own conscience. This is all about war David is saying. But it is a lot more than that. Both David and Joab 
know that victory over Rabbah is a forgone conclusion which means that both know that the death of these men was 
utterly unnecessary. 

For David Uriah is simply another soldier who has died, as far as everyone else was concerned it was the Ammonites 
who had killed Uriah, one of many. But for God Uriah is a precious individual. And David is about to discover just how 
much God loves this unknown and unimportant man. 

The last time David �sends� he is sending for Bathsheba to marry her. Not the exciting matter that we normally associate 
with a wedding. This woman will be brought into the royal household as simply another one of the king�s many wives, his 
eighth in fact. David has achieved his goal he has made Bathsheba a war widow to whom he can be publicly 
magnanimous. 

And did David think he had won? Bathsheba is a widow, the widow of one of his soldiers. He has done a great and noble 
thing in bringing her into the royal household. In seven or eight months she will have a baby and everyone will be happy. 
Everything is back to normal and other than one or two folk no will ever know the real story.  The matter is all over and 
David can get on with his life. The law and its penalties are for others, not me!

David has used his power to cover this episode. But no one has enough power to cover the truth. The truth always 
comes out. David has power, but not enough power to hide this. The sad thing is he thinks he has. 

The famous words of Moses would have been known to David, �be sure your sin will find you out� (Num 32:23). Did he 
honestly think these words did not apply to him?

But is it the end of the story? Not from God�s perspective. Now it will be God who does the sending. 
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From the human angle it is all over. But there is always more than the human angle. There is God�s angle. The last verse 
says, �What David did displeased the Lord�. 

The silence of God in this chapter does not indicate the absence of God. Simply because sin is running at 100 miles an 
hour does not mean that God is not watching. God may be silent but he is not sightless. The evil of this story goes from 
one degree to another. Where is God? We know that He hates injustice, why did He not step in? God has seen all and in 
time He will move and when He does it will not be a pretty sight.

David thought that he had concealed his evil. But nothing is concealed from God. 

David could say to Joab, �don�t let this upset you� (11:25) but the matter had greatly upset God. 

Chapters 13 to 20 are the story of the consequences of this story and it is grim reading. For this we know, God does not 
allow anyone to sin successfully. There is always judgement. It may be delayed but it always comes. David is going to 
need a Saviour and so are we. 






















































































































