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No.1
A Sermon Preached at the 
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 14 July 2002

Daniel 1:1-21
In to Exile but only so far      

We come now to do a series of sermons from the book of Daniel. As our last series was coming to a close someone said 
to me, quite casually, why not preach from the book of Daniel. Well, why not? There are 66 books in our bible and each 
has good things to teach us about our God. We must be careful not to have a cannon within the cannon. We must never 
think that John�s gospel or the book of Romans is any more the Word of God than is Zephaniah or Habakkuk. We need 
to make sure that we read all 66 books if we are to have a full orbed view of God. It seems to me, it does not matter 
which book of the bible we turn to, we will find much spiritual nourishment. I have no doubt that this book will do us a 
power of good as we make our way through it. Even if at times we find there are passages in Daniel which are hard to 
understand. 

The two opening verses of the book bolt the story firmly into history. We are going to read of Daniel going into a lions� 
den and we are going to read of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego not being the least bit hurt even though they are 
thrown into a massive furnace. But none of this is �once-upon-a-time stuff�. The bible is a very good history book. The 
Koran was dropped straight from heaven. I have been led to believe that there are many historical inaccuracies within it. 
But the bible makes no claim to have been dropped straight from heaven. It is the work of real flesh and blood people. 
This is Daniel�s story and Daniel lived at a certain time in history.  We are meant to listen very carefully to Daniel�s story 
because he is a man we can model on. Daniel is a hero and we are meant to copy him. Daniel�s God is our God. We can 
be sure that God will treat us no differently than He treated Daniel. God never abandoned Daniel even though he was 
ripped out of his home, family and country. God will never abandon us. 

The setting for Daniel�s life was the great Jewish exile. The destruction of Jerusalem and the exile was the great water-
shed of Israel�s history. At a stroke her national existence was ended and with it all the institutions in which the corporate 
life of the nation had expressed itself. With the state destroyed and the temple worship suspended Israel was left for the 
moment a mixture of uprooted and beaten individuals.

The exile was the judgement of God on His people for their godlessness (Jer 21:1-7 & 25:8-14). But even in that 
backslidden nation there were the likes of men like Daniel. Always there is a remnant. Even the great prophet Elijah 
needed to be reminded that there is always a remnant (1 Kings 19:18).

The reign of the kings ended in 587 after nearly five centuries. The huge Babylonian empire had come to incorporate 
little Judah into her world. Nebuchadnezzar�s army left Judea a shambles. All, or virtually all, of the fortified towns of the 
heartland of Judah were razed to the ground  (Lam 2:2&5). A large portion of the most important Jews, especially the 
artisans, craftsmen and elite were carried to Babylon. Those who remained behind were called �the poor of the land�  (2 
Kings 24:14 & 25:12).

Aside from those deported to Babylon thousands died in battle or of starvation and disease (Lam 2:11 & 19-21 & 4:9). 
Many too would have been executed (2 Kings 25:18-27). Others, no doubt, simply fled for their lives (Jer 42). 

The actual exile happened in three waves. 605, 597 and 587. Daniel was one of those taken into exile in the first wave. 
However in many ways the exile started properly in 587 with the destruction of Jerusalem. 

In the face of this overwhelming disaster Daniel in the opening words of his book makes sure that we understand what is 
going on. �The Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar along with some of the articles 
from the temple of God�. We are to know that at the end of the day it is God who is responsible for all that happens to His 
people. Therefore He is to be trusted even in disaster. �When you pass through the waters, I will be with you� (Isa 43:10). 
God�s people have just been smashed. His temple desecrated. The Promised Land taken away. But God is not in a 
panic as if things were out of control. His people will now have to live in a pagan society, but that is okay, God is quite 
capable of keeping His people even there.  

The mention of the vessels from the temple is not because of their monetary worth. As far as Nebuchadnezzar was 
concerned their monetary value would have been as nothing. No, they are mentioned because of their symbolism. 
Nebuchadnezzar is so strong that he has been able to go into the temple of God and raid it and God has been able to do 
nothing about it. 

But the real battle is not for �things� it is for the hearts of people. Nebuchadnezzar will now set out to make the people 
who belong to God his own. Can Nebuchadnezzar really pinch God�s people? What Nebuchadnezzar will discover is that 
he may be able to �own� the �things� of God but he will never be able to �own� the �people� of God. 

From among Israel�s aristocracy Nebuchadnezzar ordered that the very best of the young men were to be trained for 
service in his bureaucracy. The high ranking Ashpenaz was to be responsible for their training. Those chosen had to be 
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handsome, without any physical defect and very intelligent. They also had to be those who were already well educated. 
The good looks were for two reasons, those in the upper echelons of power in Babylon only wanted good looking people 
around. Also it was believed that good looks equalled intelligence. Good looks were considered indispensable for court 
service.

To be so chosen would have been a great honour. It would mean a life in the upper echelons of Babylon. Babylon was 
the foremost city in the world. Its wealth and splendour would have been nothing the like of which the young lads from 
little Jerusalem had ever seen. This was a colossal city with a massive population. This was a sophisticated city. Its 
architect and its gardens were breath taking. 

Daniel was one of the young men chosen. Daniel could not have been more than 17 or perhaps 18 years old. This young 
man is now about to be emersed in the Babylonian culture. He is going to have to study history, mathematics, medicine, 
astrology and magic. He is going to have to study under teachers who know nothing of God. He is going to have to study 
from books that assume that there is no God, as Daniel understands God. The Babylonians are going to so re-educate 
these young men that at the end of their time they will think, act and live like Babylonians.  

If these Jewish young men are not very well grounded in what they believe about God then it will not be too long before 
their confidence in God will be eroded. We are meant to wonder what will happen to these young Jews? Do they have 
what it takes to withstand? 

Daniel makes no objection to his lessons. He will study whatever they put in front of him. He makes no objection to his 
new name. 

Ashpenaz does not want these young men working in his offices with foreign sounding names. So they all have to suffer 
the indignity of being renamed. Daniel is called Belteshazzar. Even though that was the name he lived with for the rest of 
his very long life, in his book he is constantly referred to by his original name, Daniel. However his three colleagues 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah are far better known by their Babylonian names, Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego. 

Daniel submits to the study material that is put in front of him. He submits to his new name, (which is not simply a title, 
Daniel means �God is my judge� Belteshazzar means �May a god protect his life�). 

One of the perks of their position is the fact that they will have food from the royal kitchen. They will have the best of 
everything. Their meals are going to be second to none. Everyday they will have rich food and wine. The menu set 
before them at each meal would make the heart of anyone glad. 

But all of a sudden Daniel says, �no�. He will not eat the food that everyone else in the Babylonian headquarters is 
eating. 

There is more going on here than simply Daniel wishing to stick to Jewish dietary laws. We know that later in his life he 
does in fact eat from the king�s table (10:3). As Daniel is being drawn into Babylonian culture Daniel decides to draw a 
line. �Yes I will do the study; yes I will accept my new name. But no, I will not go all the way. I will not become a 
Babylonian! I am a man of God and I am different!� More, Daniel will be different even if most of the other young men 
chosen for service in the royal court are not. 

In the east sharing a meal was to commit one�s self to friendship. To accept hospitality was to put one�s self, to some 
extent, under obligation to the one who has provided for you. To eat the king�s food was to accept an obligation of loyalty 
to the king. Daniel therefore rejects this symbol of dependence on the king because Daniel wished to be free to fulfil his 
primary obligation to God. In this subtle way Daniel is making sure that he did not give total allegiance to the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar may have an empire that rules the world but he cannot rule the minds of those who are committed to 
God. Nebuchadnezzar may have ripped the temple down and got rid of all the priests. He may have dragged these 
young men out of their Promised Land. But their relationship with God is still as strong as ever.  

We are told that Daniel �resolved� not to defile himself. This was not a snap decision. Daniel must have gone through 
quite an inner struggle to reach this decision. Daniel was not going to eat the food from the king�s kitchen and he would 
face whatever the consequences of that decision were. By this means Daniel will demonstrate to himself that at the end 
of the day he is God�s man and not Nebuchadnezzar�s. Joshua�s question had to be answered; �choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve� (Josh 24;15). 

Daniel had as his first priority commitment to God. That commitment he was not going to compromise. His commitment 
had to be earthed in some way and for Daniel this was going to be the way. There was nothing particularly sinful in 
eating the king�s food. That was not the point. 

The food Daniel gave up was very nice. Daniel would have missed it. Vegetables and water are never very appealing. 
But he was more than happy to miss out on the great dinners if it meant more of God. And for Daniel this simple act did 
mean more of God. Daniel would never see the temple again. He would never have the privilege of presenting a sacrifice 
for the altar. But here in this pagan land, Daniel makes a sacrifice, one that would have been as acceptable to God as 
any he may have offered if he had lived in the Promised Land. 
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Each day Daniel knew that he was going to be tempted in so many areas. The Babylonian standards on money, sex and 
power were quite different to what he had been taught in the bible. He knew that he was not above compromise. In some 
ways Daniel seems to have drawn the line over a very small issue. But the line has to be drawn somewhere. If it is not, 
then we simply become part of the pagan society in which we live.

Daniel did not opt out of Babylonian society. It was not an option for him. It is not an option for us to opt out of our pagan 
society. Daniel could not live his life inside the Promised Land. Daniel could not live his life inside a �Godly society�. His 
life had to be lived in pagan society and so does ours. We too have to study in universities that are God denying. We too 
have to work along side people who use the name Jesus as a swear word. We too have to play our part in a society that 
cares nothing for what we believe. But we must all have a limit as to just how far we will go. We are Christians and we 
are different. 

For the rich young ruler the line had to be drawn on the matter of material possessions. For others it might be ambition or 
a particular relationship. For all of us there will be a point where we must draw the line and it will be different for each of 
us. 

It could be the way we use Sundays. We are free to use Sundays however we choose. But in using Sundays for worship 
we are drawing the line. It could be the way we use our money. We are free to use our money however we choose. But 
in giving some away each week we are drawing the line. We are saying we are not sold out to materialism. We are God�s 
people. It could be what we watch on TV. We are free to watch whatever we want. But in refusing to watch some shows 
we are drawing the line. We are showing that we are different. That our allegiance is to Jesus not to the world of 
entertainment. 

If Daniel is a model for us, then Joseph was a model for Daniel. Joseph was about the same age that Daniel was when 
he was taken from his home. Joseph had to accept a foreign name, Zaphenath-Paneah (Gen 41:45). Like Daniel, Joseph 
was plunged into a foreign godless culture. Like Daniel, Joseph had to work under the authority of pagans. Joseph did 
not resist, in fact he worked so hard and proved to be so conscientious that he moved to the top of the household where 
he served. Daniel too will move right to the top of the Babylonian government. 

However, Joseph did draw a line in the sand. For Joseph it concerned Mrs. Potipher. Joseph was willing to blend right 
into Egyptian culture but he will not have sex with his master�s wife. There is a point beyond which Joseph would not go. 
For Mrs. Potipher it was not so wrong, and perhaps for many other Egyptians it was not that big a deal. But for Joseph it 
would be the point beyond which he would not go. No matter what the cost. 

We have to ask what was it that kept Joseph so strong? I believe it was the fact that he never lost faith in the promises of 
God. God had spoken to him in a dream. God had told him that one day he would be the leader of the clan. God had said 
that one day he, not one of his brothers, but he, would take over as leader from his father Jacob. His destiny was to be 
the leader of God�s family. That destiny meant more to him than anything that Egypt may have to offer. So he never gave 
into the temptation to simply become a happy Egyptian. He believed in his destiny. He believed the dreams. He believed 
that one day he would go home and lead the family. He did not believe that Egypt was his permanent home.

Babylon may seem almighty. But Daniel will not become a Babylonian. He believes the word of God that the exile will 
come to an end. He believes that one day God will take His people home. Daniel lives all his life in Babylon with one eye 
on going home to Palestine. 

Joseph and Daniel saw themselves as citizens of two worlds. And the world that was to come, meant more to them than 
the world they spent most of their lives in. Both Joseph and Daniel knew that the empires they lived in were not the 
permanent dwelling place of God�s people. Both men lived all their lives with an eye on the Promised Land. Hence 
neither man ever allowed himself to become too attached to the nice things of Egypt and Babylon. 

It would have been nice never to have left the Promised Land. But that is not a choice either Joseph or Daniel had. They 
have to live out their lives in a godless culture. But always their heart was in the Promised Land. 

By the way, in the godless cultures of which they were a part both men were determined to serve God. Joseph knew that 
at the end of the day Egypt belonged to God, and Daniel knew that Babylon belonged to God too. And the company you 
work for belongs to God. Just because Joseph was not back working for Jacob and the family did not mean that he 
would not give his best. Just because Daniel is not back in Jerusalem working for the king of Judah does not mean that 
he will not give his best. We too must give our best to our bosses. To be the best bureaucrat in Babylon was one of the 
ways that Daniel was going to serve God. By striving to be the best worker in your company you bring honour to God. 

Having worked out his position Daniel put it to Ashpenaz. He was not impressed. It was his job to keep  these men in top 
condition. The thought of four of his interns on a substandard diet was not to his liking at all. More, the whole goal was to
have these foreigners blend in, not stand out.

Daniel then gets the ear of a lesser official and puts to him the idea of a test. Reading between the lines it seems that this 
lower official got to keep the royal food while arranging for Daniel and his colleagues to have nothing but water and 
vegetables. Hence there was no chance of the plan ever becoming known. 

At the end of the ten days not only did the young men look none the worse for their diet, they actually looked better than 
those on the king�s diet. 
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Then at the end of their training the time of examination came and Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah proved to be 
infinitely better than anyone else. These young men had drunk in the wisdom of Babylon and yet it had not caused them 
to lose faith in God. Every day they had been exposed to a world view that denied the existence of their God and yet it 
had not caused them to doubt. 

The chapter ends by telling us that Daniel stayed in Babylon until the time of king Cyrus (539). Cyrus was the king who 
brought the exile to an end. He was the one who gave permission for the Jews to go home. The exile was to last 70
years. By the time of Cyrus Daniel would have been in his eighties. So verse 21 is a note of hope. The horror of the exile 
looked overwhelming when it started. But God is always in control. God had said even before it happened that it would 
last 70 years (Jer 25:12). And that is exactly how it all works out. 

Daniel lived through the long exile. He lived the whole of his life in a pagan anti-god society. We are encouraged to know 
that we too can maintain the richest of relationships with God even while living in the most pagan of societies. 

We know too that our Saviour is coming. Our exile here will not last indefinitely. But while it does last and while we live in 
a godless society we are not cut off from God and indeed our relationship with Him can flourish. 
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No.2
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 28 July 2002

Daniel 2:1-49
The future      

Nebuchadnezzar ruled over the greatest empire that the world had ever seen. The whole known world was under his 
control. There was not another power on earth that could shake the sovereignty of Babylon. It is not surprising, then, that 
Nebuchadnezzar had the matter of the future on his mind (v29). Babylon was at its height. The only issue left to worry 
about was maintaining this massive empire forever. The Babylonians having created this marvellous empire now have to 
find a way of sustaining it. 

In this modern day in which we live it is too easy to make light of Nebuchadnezzar and his huge empire. It may be that 
2,600 years have passed but that does not detract one bit from what the Babylonians had built. Their massive and very 
efficient bureaucracy held the empire together. Within the empire there was peace, and as a result of the peace huge 
trade between the various peoples living under Nebuchadnezzar. There was wealth, the arts flourished, the capital city, 
Babylon was a very sophisticated city, there was education and there was political stability.   

Nebuchadnezzar has a dream. A dream that Nebuchadnezzar believes to be very significant. Nebuchadnezzar 
understands that this was no ordinary dream. He believes the dream is telling him something. But he has not got a clue 
what. He calls in his senior advisers. His sages, astrologers and sorcerers. He seeks from them an interpretation of the 
dream. But he is not going to tell them what the dream was. The proof that they really do understand what the dream is 
seeking to convey will be the fact that they will know what the elements of the dream were without him having to tell 
them. He knows that if he tells them the dream they can put whatever interpretation they like on it. The only way he has 
of guaranteeing an interpretation he can trust is to have the interpreter reveal the dream to him as well. 

Nebuchadnezzar also decides to put some pressure on these very well paid and exalted advisers of his. If they do not 
come up with the goods then they shall all be put to death. History tells us that the putting to death of a whole 
bureaucracy was not without precedent. This is no normal dream. This is not an issue that they must think he will have 
forgotten about in a week or two. The death threat is to highlight to everyone just how momentous this dream is.  

Daniel could hardly have had his twentieth birthday at the time of this crucial incident. He would have not long finished 
the three-year training course that Nebuchadnezzar had set for new recruits (1:5). (This is Nebuchadnezzar�s second 
year, but we know that Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem at least three years ago. The apparent discrepancy is to do 
with the way fractions of a year were reckoned as full years). Daniel would have been at the bottom of the hierarchy. 
While the senior members of Nebuchadnezzar�s company of sages, magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers 
had been consulting with the king, people at Daniel�s low level had not been called for. Hence Daniel does not come into 
the story until after the terrible order to execute all the wise men had been given. 

The first Daniel hears of the king�s dream is on the day that the police come to arrest Daniel. Daniel�s response was to 
seek an audience with the king in order to tell the king that he would interpret the dream for him. All Daniel wanted was 
some time. 

Daniel had not a clue what the dream was or what it was all about. Yet he assures the king that he will return with a full 
explanation. Daniel was really going out on a limb. The king was already an unhappy chap. To make an offer like this 
and then not deliver would be to bring down the king�s wrath in even greater measure. 

On what basis did Daniel make the assertion that he could interpret the king�s dream? On what basis was Daniel�s faith 
in God�s willingness to interpret the dream based? 

I believe it goes back to his knowledge of Joseph. Daniel believed that what God did for Joseph He will do for him (Gen 
41:16 & 25). Joseph, like Daniel, was a young man in a foreign country. The king he lived under had a dream that deeply 
troubled him. It was a dream that no one could help the king with. It was a dream that dealt with the future. 

God revealed to Joseph the meaning of the king�s dream. So if God has done it before He can do it again. For Daniel the 
stories of God�s dealings with his forefathers were stories of the nature and character of God. Daniel believed that what 
Joseph experienced of God he too could experience. As far as Daniel was concerned the heart of the Joseph story was 
not Joseph but God therefore the story could be repeated. If the heart of the story was Joseph the story could not be 
repeated because Joseph was dead. But with God as the heart of the story there was no reason why the story could not 
be repeated. 

But he does not just take it for granted. He prays and he asks his close friends and colleagues to pray with him. We do 
not know just how much time Nebuchadnezzar had given them. But God certainly answered this prayer very quickly. 
That very night Daniel had a vision and in the vision God revealed to Daniel both the dream and its meaning. 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah only have a tiny mention in this story but their role is pivotal. They pray. We are meant to 
understand that the way the story works out is a product of their prayers. Daniel may be the man up front but without 
their prayers he would have been a lot less effective than he was. 



29/10/2009 C:\Documents and Settings\DAVID\My Documents\Beaconsfield\Danielcom\DanielWeb.doc
Page 7 of 54

The new day opens with Daniel having a complete insight into the king�s dream and its meaning. Daniel is about to be 
launched to the top of the Babylonian government bureaucracy. Daniel would have known what the king had promised 
for the one who could interpret the dream. Daniel is about to meet the king�s most pressing need. The point is, you would 
think that Daniel would be racing to get to the king. You would think that Daniel would be desperate to get to the king and 
enter his moment of triumph. But that is not the way it is at all. Before even thinking of making his appointment with the 
king, before announcing to the world that he has the answer which has eluded everyone else, Daniel does something 
else. 

Daniel goes to prayer. This was a very significant moment in Daniel�s life. In fact Daniel�s life changes significantly at this 
point. From this day on Daniel will become one of the most significant men in the Babylonian empire. But the day will 
start with prayer. A prayer, the heart of which, Daniel writes down. In verses 20 to 23 we read what he prayed. 

Daniel is in awe because God has been in touch with him personally. Daniel has just experienced God in the experience 
of �seeing� what the king dreamt. Notice how he calls God the �God of my fathers�. Daniel was aware of the history of 
Israel. He knew how God had been there for his forefathers. Now God is here for him too. He tastes the goodness of 
God, as had his predecessors. The thrill that Joseph had known when God had revealed the Pharaoh�s dream to him is 
now Daniel�s joy. 

Last week at our family camp in our buzz groups we were encouraged to tell each other about our most vivid experience 
of prayer. After giving the matter some thought what came to my mind was the first time I ever had a prayer answered. I 
was only a kid. I could not have been more than 10 or so. We were at the Sunday School Christmas break up and all 
sorts of presents had been given to the kids. From the variety of presents being handed out I was given something that I 
really did not want. I went around the other kids trying to swap it for something else. No one was interested. So I sat 
down and talked about it with God. A little later I approached a kid with an offer to swap. �Yes� she said without out a 
moment�s hesitation. I was overwhelmed. But it was not the present that overwhelmed. What moved me, and moved me 
very deeply was the fact that God had responded to my prayer. Something happened between me and God. In the midst 
of the noise and bustle of that Christmas party, with kids running around and squealing, with Sunday School teachers 
shouting orders and the like, I was quietly enjoying the presence of God. God had touched a kid and I was that kid. 

It was not the answer to the king�s problem that had stirred Daniel to the height of praise we see in his prayer. It was the 
fact that God had touched him. 

Next month this church is sending a party to Adelaide to work at the MMM Base. In preparation I spent yesterday 
morning reading Miles Of Ministry And Miracles (Geoff Hansen. Mobile Mission Maintenance, 1985.) The book is an 
account of the first 10 years of this mission. In 1974 one work party was travelling up the road that runs from Alice 
Springs to Darwin. Back then it was nothing more than one strip of bitumen, just wide enough for one vehicle. When two 
cars needed to pass each would drop their inside wheel into the dirt. However not the road trains. These 50 wheel trucks 
could not leave the bitumen. They simply ploughed down the centre of the road and everyone else would move to the 
side. This work party was towing a caravan and 300 kms from their destination they left the road one time too many. The 
side of the road was deeply potholed and each time they pulled off the bitumen the caravan would take an awful hiding. 
Snap, the draw bar snapped. There they were in the middle of nowhere with a broken caravan. They were not without 
tools but without some steel plate they had no hope of affecting any repairs. The group joined together and prayed. Then 
with nothing better to do they started wandering around. There in the scrub they found some scrap steel. Some years 
ago this was the very spot that a road grader had obviously had its blade replaced. From what they found they were able 
to achieve a repair and get on their way. But what moved those folk that day was not the finding of the steel, but the fact 
that God had answered their prayers. Something had happened between them and God. The living God of all the 
universe had touched them. It was this that moved them, not simply being able to get on their way (p21). 

Nebuchadnezzar�s sages tell him that only the gods could reveal what he had dreamt and the gods do not live among 
humans (v11).  Daniel�s experience is that God does deal with humans. 

Daniel has just finished three years of study. The Babylonians have given him the best of their wisdom. The Babylonians 
have the biggest empire the world has ever seen. They are a super power. But Daniel does not stand in awe of 
Babylonian wisdom or Babylonian power. The power and wisdom that Daniel stands in awe of are the power and wisdom 
of God. 

Notice what Daniel called God, when he and his friends went to prayer, �the God of heaven�. This title for God is not 
uncommon in the Bible. But it is uncommon before the exile. In fact before the exile we only find it twice, both times in the 
same story in Genesis. Why did Daniel use this title for God at this time? Because the Babylonians believed one could 
read the future via the stars. They believed passionately in astrology. In other words they studied the heavens in order to 
find what the future held. Daniel is not going to study the stars. Daniel is going straight to the God who created those 
stars and put those stars in the heavens. Daniel knew that �the secret things belong to God but the open things belong to 
us and our children�. What God wants us to know is plainly given to us. One does not have to go looking for secret 
meanings in the stars. 

Having spent time telling God how thankful he is Daniel reports in to Arioch. Arioch immediately goes to Nebuchadnezzar 
and tells him in no uncertain terms that he, Arioch, had found someone who could help the king. If there were to be any 
rewards for helping the king, Arioch wanted to be at the front of the line. The contrast with Daniel is quite marked. The 
first thing Daniel says is that no one including himself would ever be able to deal with the mystery the king has 
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presented. It deals with the future and Daniel wants the king to know he is incapable of explaining that. But there is a 
God in heaven who knows the future and He has revealed it. In other words it is not Daniel that the king should be 
thanking but God. 

Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that the dream he had concerned a large statue, enormous, dazzling and awesome in 
appearance. The statue was a human figure. The head was made of pure gold; its chest and arms were of silver, its belly 
and thighs of bronze and its legs of iron and its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. A rock then hit the feet of the 
statue and caused its collapse. The statue then became as nothing while the rock expanded to fill the whole earth. 

Having told Nebuchadnezzar what he had dreamt Daniel then went on to tell him what the dream meant. 

The statue represented powerful empires. The first one of which was the Babylonian empire over which Nebuchadnezzar 
ruled. Until the emergence of the Babylonian empire Jerusalem had lived an independent existence. That is not to say 
she was not brought to heel by neighbouring countries and not bullied by the Assyrian empire. But Babylon was the first 
great world super power. Babylon was the first real world empire. Babylon had swallowed up Jerusalem and from 
Babylon on the people of God were going to have to learn how to live as the people of God inside pagan society. From 
Nebuchadnezzar on the people of God were going to have to live inside pagan societies. 

The Babylonian empire was not invincible. It would in time collapse. But the collapse of the Babylonian empire would not 
mean the end of world empires. The Babylonian empire would be replaced by an inferior empire represented as silver, 
which would be replaced by an even more inferior empire represented as bronze, which would be replaced by a yet more 
inferior empire represented as iron mixed with clay. 

Taken as a whole no matter how grand a form of government and no matter how huge an empire we humans build they 
will always have feet of clay. They will always have a weak spot. We are incapable of building something that is solid 
gold. 

Babylon may look all-powerful but its power is limited. The very dream that Nebuchadnezzar has just had will drive home 
this point. It is God who decides just how long the Babylonian empire will last. And it will not last one day longer than God
wants it to. It is God alone who is all-powerful. Nebuchadnezzar�s dream came in the context of his insecurities about the 
future. He had every reason to feel insecure. 

In time there would come a rock, not made by human hands. The comment, �not made by human hands� is in contrast to 
what was made by �human hands�, that is these great empires. The empires are the product of human ingenuity and 
energy. The rock too is a kingdom. But this kingdom will prove to be eternal. This kingdom will not be built by human 
energy. It will not be the result of human sweat and human planning. 

Now there is no doubt that the head represents the Babylonian empire. Daniel tells us that. But what empires do the 
silver, bronze and iron represent? They still lay in the future. But for us they are in the past and therefore it is not too hard 
to work out what Daniel was predicting. 

Less then 70 years after Nebuchadnezzar his empire was literally swallowed up by the new world empire of the Medes 
and the Persians in 539. Obviously the empire of the Medes and the Persians is represented by the silver chest of the 
statue. The next great world empire was the one established by the Greeks under Alexandra the Great in 330. The 
empire of the Medes and the Persians was no match for the invincible Greek army. And so the empire of silver gives way 
to the empire of bronze. But the Greek empire was not to last and in time the Romans arrived on the world scene in 63 
and established the empire that is pictured as a mixture of iron and clay. As Daniel predicted the Roman empire would 
not be able to remain united. But the picture is meant to go beyond Rome. What was said of these four great empires 
can be said of the nation that we live in. It too has feet of clay and even though now it is young and vigorous it will not 
last.  

Just as an aside, notice how each empire will be inferior to the one before it. The Darwinian view of life has so seeped 
into our thinking that we assume that things will always continue to get better and better. Not so.  

But more importantly, as far as we are concerned, it would be during the time of this fourth empire that this eternal 
kingdom would be established. And that kingdom has continued to expand and slowly but surely fill the whole earth. All 
the other empires were taken over and supplanted. But this kingdom will never be supplanted. 

There is no doubt what or who that rock is. Jesus described Himself as the �stone� (Matt 21:42 & 1 Peter 2:7). The 
mountain symbolises God�s rule (Isa 2:2, Ezek 17:23, Psa 2:6 & Psa 48:2). 

When God revealed the future to Daniel He was not giving to Daniel a prediction about the future based on a hunch. No, 
what God was revealing to Daniel was what He was going to do. He, the all-powerful One would establish a kingdom that 
would never end. God was able to tell Daniel what was going to come because there was no doubt that it would come 
because God was more than able to make it come. 

What God was showing Nebuchadnezzar was that no matter how mighty and powerful his empire it would not last. 
Whereas God was going to establish a kingdom that would last forever and ever. No matter how much power 
Nebuchadnezzar had it was all temporary power. The Babylonians honestly believed that they had established an empire 
which would last forever. They could not conceive how something as grand as their nation could ever crumble. 
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All the things that our society builds, all the wealth that we create, all the wisdom that we acquire, all the beauty that we
produce may seem very glorious and all very permanent. It may even seem the only place to want to live. But it is all so 
temporary. Of all the great empires that mankind ever built nothing will ever remain (v35). The wise person is the one 
who will emigrate to the kingdom that Jesus is the King of. You can enter it now even though it is not here now. You can 
come to the King now even though He has not come yet. 

These exiles may appear to be so insignificant, almost lost and forgotten inside mammoth Babylon. But they are citizens 
of a kingdom that will be there long after Babylon is forgotten. The Babylonian empire will not last. What God wants 
everyone to know is that the end of the story lies with the kingdom He will put in place. 

The God Daniel deals with is so all powerful that nothing is able to thwart His purposes. Nebuchadnezzar wants to 
establish an empire that will last forever. But Nebuchadnezzar is not strong enough to do so. The dream reflects the 
fears of Nebuchadnezzar. There is no way he can make his empire last. There is no way he can guarantee that one of 
his descendants will be on his throne 1000 years from now. Nebuchadnezzar is finite. Powerful though he is, he will not 
live forever. The kingdoms of this world are all transient, there is only one eternal kingdom. 

At the end Daniel lays great stress on the certainty of what he has just said. He describes God as �the great God�. 
Nebuchadnezzar was an atheist. He had no belief in God. What Daniel wants him to see is that the One who is above 
everything has just spoken to him. God Himself has just revealed to him what the future holds. Daniel wants 
Nebuchadnezzar to now face up to the implications and to act. 

But this Nebuchadnezzar does not do. He asks no further questions about God. Nor for that matter about the future 
either. Nebuchadnezzar is more interested in honouring Daniel than he is in finding out more about the God who Daniel 
has just spoken of. Nebuchadnezzar speaks of God as Daniel�s God. It is as if he is keen to keep God at arms length. 

The things revealed are to do with the long-term future. While he lives Nebuchadnezzar will be that head of gold and that 
is all he seems to want to know. The distant future can look after itself. But the distant future has been revealed to him in
order that he might act in the now. If there is a greater King than himself coming then he had better find out about that 
King and that kingdom now. 

But we must not be too hard on Nebuchadnezzar for we each stand in his shoes. The message of the coming King is 
given to us too. The message that everything we build here will not last is given to us too. Jesus may not come in our life 
time but we would be silly not to turn to Him now. 



29/10/2009 C:\Documents and Settings\DAVID\My Documents\Beaconsfield\Danielcom\DanielWeb.doc
Page 10 of 54

No.3
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 18 August 2002

Daniel 3:1-30
Significance & Security       

One cannot have good emotional health without having significance and security. Every human being needs to know that 
they are significant and that they are secure. Remove a sense of significance and a sense of security and depression is 
the result. Hence it is that we all have resources from which we receive significance and security. Those resources are 
very, very important to us. 

A few months ago Anne and I were asked to visit a young woman whose husband had just walked out on her. He had 
taken up with a woman he worked with. The young wife had been left with two young children. The night we got there 
she was shattered. There were a myriad things going on but not least was the fact she was at that moment in deep 
emotional agony because her significance and her security had just been taken from her. Until that day she had found so 
much of her significance in being the wife of her man. The day he rejected her, her self-esteem went down the toilet. She 
had no self-esteem left. Her security came from the fact that every week her man brought home a pay packet. That day 
she was in a panic as to how on earth she would pay her bills and buy food for her kids. It was a sad sight. Part of what 
we needed to do that night was just to give her a hint that significance and security could come from another source.  

Nebuchadnezzar had built a massive empire. An empire that provided for Nebuchadnezzar his significance and his 
security. At least 20 years has passed since the last chapter but the issue is the same. Nebuchadnezzar is working away 
trying to find a way of maintaining his empire indefinitely. For Nebuchadnezzar the empire has to be maintained for it is 
his source of significance and security. 

Nebuchadnezzar was no fool, he knew he had built an empire that was impressive in every way. His empire deserved to 
last. Nebuchadnezzar was a man who would not listen to God. God had already spoken. The empire will not last. But not 
only his empire, no empire will. The dream had revealed all. His empire may be pictured as gold, but it was destined to 
pass away. It would be replaced by another one, one pictured as being of silver. But that empire too would not last, it too 
would pass away. It would be replaced by one of bronze. This empire too would not last. It would pass away. It would be 
replaced by one of iron and clay. Four massive world dominating empires but not one of them being able to hold its grip 
on power. So it was that the mighty Babylonian empire, gave way to the Persian empire which gave way to the Greek 
empire which gave way to the Roman empire. And since then we have not had a world empire. Nothing that man builds 
lasts. 

The message is so clear. Do not over invest in anything in this world. Nothing here lasts. There is nothing that can 
provide true security and real significance. But Nebuchadnezzar will not have it and he will do what he can to build an 
everlasting empire. 

For Nebuchadnezzar to be able to say �I am a Babylonian� was to give him incredible significance. Indeed for all 
Babylonians it was a matter of some pride to be able to say �I am a Babylonian�. These people were not nobodies, they 
were Babylonians. They were citizens of the greatest empire the world had ever seen. This great empire provided each 
of its citizens with economic security. The wealth of the empire was breath taking. To live within it meant having a sense 
of security. Within the empire there was food aplenty. There was political security. There was the security of law and 
order. 

Nebuchadnezzar would have all his citizens recognise what the empire gives. He would have all his citizens 
acknowledge that the empire is the source of their security and their significance. 

So Nebuchadnezzar built a statue, either made of gold or at least gold plated. The statue was ninety feet tall and nine 
feet wide. Very tall and thin. It was erected at a placed called Dura. Dura was about 10 kms from the capital. We are not 
told what the statue looked like. It would hardly have been an image of the king being ninety feet by nine feet. Probably 
the image represented the empire in some way. In much the same way that our flag represents our country.  By way of 
the statue Nebuchadnezzar is announcing the dominion and authority of his empire. 

With the statue installed Nebuchadnezzar sets up a dedication ceremony. At this ceremony a public demonstration of 
adoration, submission and respect is expected from all. Nebuchadnezzar�s bureaucracy was vast and employed 
hundred�s of thousands of men. From all over the empire representatives were called in to attend the dedication 
ceremony. 

From all the different provinces, from all the different branches of government, from all the different levels of government 
men came. This massive group of very well educated men needed to be reminded that there was nothing more important 
than this empire.

On the big day quite some band was put in place. All the musical instruments are listed. The pomp of this day is meant to 
be overwhelming. This was bigger than the opening of the Olympic Games. This was grander than the changing of the 
guard. The ceremony reaches its climax with the band playing its masterpiece. When this particular tune was being 
played everyone was to indicate total loyalty and devotion to the image by bowing down before it. 
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To bow down or not bow down was not a debateable matter. Anyone who did not bow would simply be put to death. But 
there was more than the pressure of punishment. The pressure to conform to the norm would have been very great. 

The statue was dedicated. From here on every citizen of Nebuchadnezzar�s empire was to acknowledge the supremacy 
of the empire. They were to acknowledge Nebuchadnezzar�s gods. We are not told anything about Nebuchadnezzar�s 
gods. But we can safely assume they are to do with his empire. 

It can be argued that everyone has a god. Even atheists have a god. For a god is whatever is the most powerful force in 
your world. We could say whatever it is that provides your security and your significance is your god. 

For instance, money is a god, in that money is for some, all powerful. Money takes them anywhere they want to go, it 
gives them anything they want, it gives them self esteem because others respect people with money. So money is a god 
in that it meets one�s deepest needs for security and self esteem. 

Now every god will give security and self esteem but a god also has laws. And money has laws too. The first law of 
money is that you never have enough. So money demands that you go on making more and more of it. 

Last Friday I was talking to a truck driver and he told me a very sad story. It concerned an interstate truck driver who was 
asked by his company to drive a load to Brisbane and have the load there by a certain time. The driver said it could not 
be done. At least it could not be done within the law. The only way it could be achieved would be by the driver breaking 
the regulations on proper rest times. The company said if he wanted his job then he had better drive to Brisbane and that 
was all there was to it. Now for this driver the job was his source of security and he was not willing to jeopardise it. In 
other words because he was so dependant on the job for security he was willing to do whatever was asked of him. That 
man drove to Brisbane. He had a school age kid and he took his kid along for the ride. In his endeavours to reach 
Brisbane on time he skipped his rests. Sometime before reaching his destination that man feel asleep at the wheel. He 
lost control of his truck and smashed it. He lived to tell the tale but his son did not. 

Our ultimate concern is our god. What is the thing that most affects your life. What directs your values and lifestyle? For 
some the ultimate is their career, their possessions their families. There are those who live for these things. But not us. 
These things are important but they are not ultimately important. 

For Nebuchadnezzar his empire was his god. The empire made him feel secure and it gave him self respect. The first 
law of his empire was that it must be maintained forever. This empire was more important than anything else in the 
world. 

We must not underestimate what that empire had to offer. It gave wealth and prestige. It would have been very tempting 
for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to have bowed the knee. But for these men their security and self esteem did not 
come from the empire.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not happen to think the empire was that important. There were some Jews who 
happened to believe that God was more important than their empire. There were some Jews who had made it their 
business not to turn up to the great ceremony. And there were some others who made it their business to tell 
Nebuchadnezzar.

Nebuchadnezzar has issued a decree; Nebuchadnezzar has given a command; Nebuchadnezzar has passed a law. 
Nebuchadnezzar is confronted by the fact that he has some men who refuse to obey him. Nebuchadnezzar has some 
men who are disloyal. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are brought before the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar confirms that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego do not serve his gods. Then Nebuchadnezzar applies 
logic. He asks them �what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?� The logic is, Nebuchadnezzar�s empire is the 
most powerful force on earth. It is so powerful that it has the right to put you to death. There is nothing more powerful on 
earth. The only thing more powerful would be a force that could keep you from death. Nebuchadnezzar has phrased his 
comment well. �What god can rescue you from my hand?� As far as Nebuchadnezzar is concerned there is no force on 
earth more powerful than his empire. 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answer the king in no uncertain terms. They tell the king that the God they serve is 
more than able to save them from death in his furnace. But the matter is bigger than simply God saving them from death 
in a furnace. What if God wants them to die in that furnace? Should that be the case nothing changes. Because it is not a 
matter of simply avoiding death. It is a matter of life after death. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego believe that following 
death they will live in the presence of their God. Should He choose not to save them that is okay by them. And the 
confidence they have in their God is such that they are quite happy for Nebuchadnezzar to do what he wants with them. 
But this Nebuchadnezzar must know, they will not submit to his empire as the ultimate authority. God is the ultimate 
authority. 

�Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul�, said Jesus, �Rather, be afraid of the one who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell� (Matt 10:28).
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Nebuchadnezzar was furious. It was not just the defiance of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego but the contempt with 
which they were treating that which he believed to be the most potent force in the world. These men were not frightened 
of him. He had no power over them. These men had more respect and more fear of God then they did of him. 

In six hundred years time another ruler will stand there with another prisoner in front of him. Pilate too will be deeply 
disturbed that Jesus will not fear his authority or the fact that he can order His crucifixion. Pilate will find it hard to believe 
that this man is more intent on obeying God than in pleading with him for mercy (John 19:10-11).

C.T. Studd was a brilliant cricketer. He played for England and was very successful. He was the son of a very wealthy 
man who had made a fortune in India. Charles Studd had every reason to have a good sense of significance, he was a 
world class cricketer. He had every reason to have a good sense of security, he was destined to inherit a huge fortune. In 
his early 20�s in the 1880�s he believed that God would have him serve as a missionary. So he abandoned his privileged 
life in England and went out to China. He had only been in China some two years when he lost his father. He was 
informed that he had been left a vast sum of money. About twenty nine thousand pounds. The buying power of which 
today would run into multi millions of Australian dollars. Upon hearing the news he decided to give it all away. His 
reasoning was that God would provide for him. All the security he needed was to know that his Father in heaven would 
care. The man he asked to act as witness to his signature on the papers refused to do so. The man thought it mad to 
give up in total so huge an inheritance. It was two weeks later that eventually the man reluctantly witnessed the 
signature.   

Or what about the Eric Liddell story. Eric was a brilliant runner. He was competing for England in the 1924 Paris Olympic 
Games. He was a �dead cert� for the 100 metres. There was no doubt in anyone�s mind that Eric Liddell would win the 
gold medal. Then Eric discovered that the race was to be run on the Sunday. Eric was a Christian and the thought of 
running on Sunday horrified him. He refused to do so. Whatever significance one may get from earning an Olympic Gold 
Medal Eric received more by being a child of God. To have a gold medal would mean having to run on a Sunday. Eric did 
not need the significance that a gold medal brings that badly. 

Note the intimacy of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego�s relationship with God. �He is our God� (v17). These were men 
who knew God personally. These men knew their history. They knew what God had done with the mighty Egyptian 
empire. So strong is their sense of being close to God and so strong is their faith in God as Father that they cannot 
imagine any ultimate harm coming to them from the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. �He will deliver us out of your hand O 
king�. They knew that God would not forsake His people. 

In temper Nebuchadnezzar orders that the furnace be made hotter and the three men pushed into it. 

We assume that the furnace was some sort of brick kiln. Whatever it was huge. The poor soldiers whose job it was to put 
the victims into the furnace were burnt alive in the process. We are told exactly what Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
were wearing. Mention is made of their robes, trousers and turbans. This reads like an eyewitness account. More, we are 
meant to understand Nebuchadnezzar was so keen to get rid of these men that they were grabbed just as they were. 
There was no time for changing. 

They did not beg for mercy. They did not change their minds. They stood firm and in doing so demonstrated to 
Nebuchadnezzar that they had the utmost confidence in their God. It would not matter if they were completely burnt up in 
that furnace. They had made their point. 

Then the king leaped to his feet in amazement. He was watching the roar of the fire. He was observing the spectacle. But 
then right there in the middle of the fire were four men walking around. They were completely unharmed. The worst that 
Nebuchadnezzar could do to these men was having no impact upon them at all. 

But there was someone else with them. This fourth person looks like �a son of the gods� says Nebuchadnezzar. What 
Nebuchadnezzar is confronted with is the fact that the God who Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego worship does not 
abandon them. He joins them in their suffering and walks them through it. This is our God Emmanuel. He is always with 
us. 

As they were stoning Stephen to death Stephen discovered that Jesus was there with him (Acts 7:56). This is the God 
who never leaves or forsakes. This is the God who will see us through anything and everything. 

This is the point, Nebuchadnezzar discovered there was nothing he could do that could cut them off from God�s presence 
and support. 

We are those who find all our significance in being God�s people. We are those who find all our security in being cared 
for by God. Hence we do not need to grovel before any other source of security or source of significance. The world can 
take everything from us and still we are those who are secure and significant. 
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No.4
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 25 August 2002

Daniel 4:1-37
Pride       

Once again Nebuchadnezzar is the recipient of a dream. A dream that he knows is loaded with implications. Like the 
dream of chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar is fully aware of the fact that this was not simply one of those thousands of dreams 
which pass through our minds without rhyme or reason. This dream was significant and Nebuchadnezzar knew it.  

Again the wise men of Babylon fail to discern the meaning of the dream. Again Daniel is the one who is able to penetrate 
to the heart of the matter. 

Nebuchadnezzar has long since gone. Since his time there have been so many great and powerful people. From where 
we sit Nebuchadnezzar is simply a distant figure of history. But we make a mistake if we fail to realise just how significant
this man was. Nebuchadnezzar was a brilliant man. He was a skilled politician. He was a man of great learning and 
wisdom. He had overseen the construction of the world�s first empire. He did not simply rule a nation he ruled the then 
known world. His empire was very well administered. It was cohesive and by and largely at peace. The empire�s 
economy was robust. The flow of wealth into his capital was of breath taking proportions. Nebuchadnezzar was a man 
who enjoyed phenomenal wealth, prestige and power. Nebuchadnezzar was a man of the most remarkable personal 
presence. Such was his strength of character that no one would dare challenge his position of leadership. 

(Also, it is worth noting as an aside, that Nebuchadnezzar is the only �non Jew� in the bible to address us personally. No 
other person from outside the family of Israel speaks to us in the first person.) 

Nebuchadnezzar is taught something via his dream. What he learnt is recorded. It is recorded for us. God is not about to 
give us a dream. God is not about to teach us the same lesson via something like a dream. God does not have to. 
Nebuchadnezzar has had the dream. The lesson has been taught. What we have to do is study this chapter and learn 
from what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. We need to learn everything that Nebuchadnezzar was taught. So we need to 
study this chapter very carefully. 

This even has such an impact on Nebuchadnezzar that it caused him to write a public document to the whole world. At 
the end of the day we do not know just how much Nebuchadnezzar understood about God, but this we know he did 
understand that there was a God who ruled over all. He reached the first step in coming to understand God. If you do not 
believe that there is a God who created all and rules over all you have not reached first base in understanding God. This 
is a very important story for it shows us one man reaching that point. 

In our evangelism we do not start with the story of Jesus. We must start with the story of a God who created all and who 
controls all and to whom we are all responsible. These are the first things of God and must be understood. 

The first dream was the product of his musing about the long-term future of his empire. Nebuchadnezzar was concerned 
to keep his empire in place forever. But via his dream God revealed to him that not only was his empire doomed to pass 
away but so was every empire. The heart of the dream was the fact that nothing man builds lasts. No matter how great 
and glorious our constructions they cannot and will not last. The only thing that lasts is that which God builds. 

The message is very clear; we must not over invest in anything in this world. It is all passing away. The only thing that is 
eternal is the kingdom God is building. It is into that kingdom one needs to invest. 

That which God revealed to Nebuchadnezzar was not just for his ears. It is for all of us. No one has built an empire that 
matches the greatness of Nebuchadnezzar�s. But the temptation to think like Nebuchadnezzar is common to all of us. 
We all build our empires. We are all out to make ourselves comfortable here forever. None of us wants to admit that we 
are unable to maintain our lives indefinitely. 

This second dream is the product of Nebuchadnezzar�s pride in his achievements. The man had achieved a lot. Of this 
there was no doubt. As he looked around at his achievements his heart was full of self-congratulations. He was 
delighting in the fact that he had been able to achieve so much. He was delighting in the fact that he was so brilliant. He 
was a man who was significant and very secure and he saw himself as the source of all that he had. He was a man who 
had no reason to thank anyone. He was a man who had done it all alone. 

Nebuchadnezzar tells us that it was while he was at home in his palace, contented and prosperous. In other words with 
everything in his world well and truly under control. Into his peaceful life came a dream that left him well and truly 
unnerved. In fact the images of the dream terrified him. 

After having the dream Nebuchadnezzar�s first move was to discuss it with his team of sages. They could not help. Only 
after their failure does he turn to Daniel. This is interesting. First, last time he had a dream that his sages could not 
understand it was Daniel who had the insight. One wonders why he did not go straight to Daniel. Secondly, by his own 
admission Daniel was a very gifted man. He describes Daniel as one who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. 
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Nebuchadnezzar�s understanding of God is confused but he certainly understands that Daniel is the recipient of 
supernatural power. 

The dream concerns a tree. A tree with its top touching the sky and a tree so huge that it could be seen from one side of 
the earth to the other. It was a tree that was rich in fruit. So much fruit did it produce that there was food for all. Under the 
protection of the tree the beast found shelter, the birds of the air found homes and indeed every creature was fed. 

The tree represents Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar as the head of his huge empire was the one who provided for all 
the inhabitants of the world. It was his empire that provided peace and security. It was his empire that provided wealth 
and prosperity. Everyone lived well under his leadership. 

But then into this nice picture comes a messenger. The messenger is called a holy one. So we are left in no doubt that 
the messenger comes from God. In fact we are told that the messenger comes from heaven. The messenger gives an 
order in a loud voice. The tree is to be cut down, its branches stripped of its leaves and fruit scattered. All those who lived 
under the protection of the tree were to flee. 

But it is not total doom there is a note of hope. The stump of the tree along with its roots are not to be damaged. They 
are to be protected with some sort of iron and bronze shield and are to remain in the ground. The stump and the roots 
are not to be dug up. The idea being that the tree will flourish again. 

Then suddenly without any warning the image changes from a tree to a man. The tree is now a man and this man is to 
live like an animal for a period of time called �seven times�. This could mean seven years but we do not know. 

So the same story is given twice. In the first a tree which was glorious gets chopped down but the roots are saved in 
order that the tree may one day sprout again. In the second a man is chopped down so that he becomes animal like. But 
not indefinitely. Only for �seven times�.

The dream ends with the messenger saying what the two acts are for. They are in order that everyone may know God is 
sovereign and it is He and He alone who decides who does what. 

Daniel gives to Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation of the dream. It is pretty straightforward. The tree is Nebuchadnezzar 
himself. He is the one who has put in place this great and powerful empire. It is Nebuchadnezzar who has set up an 
empire where men and women live in peace and prosperity. As the tree was cut down in the dream so Nebuchadnezzar 
is about to be cut down. So much so that he will lose his mind and act like an animal. But he will be restored when he 
accepts that the only reason he has the empire is because God has given it to him. 

Via the dream God is calling this man to stop thinking of himself as all-powerful Via the dream God is calling this man to 
accept that he is nothing more than a man. That all he has is a gift from God. Via the dream God is calling him to 
humility. The dream is a wake up call to a man who has forgotten that human beings live in dependence on God. 
Whatever Nebuchadnezzar has it is all derived from God. 

Daniel�s advice is to acknowledge that now and not face the horror of losing his mind. Advice which Nebuchadnezzar 
ignores. Daniel exhorts the king to avert the tragedy. The tree does not have to be chopped down. But chopped down it 
will be.

A year later, with the dream forgotten Nebuchadnezzar finds himself on the roof of his royal palace taking great pride and 
satisfaction in all that he has built. The very thing he has been warned of he now lays on thick. He talks of the Babylon 
that �he� has built. He talks of �his� mighty power and of �his� majesty. 

Babylon was a splendid city. It contained two of the ancient wonders of the world, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and 
her city walls. The main wall stretched for over 8 kms and was wide enough to turn around a four-horse chariot. We can 
be assured that the royal palace would have been both enormous and splendid in every way. From its roof 
Nebuchadnezzar would have had great views over the city. Walking on the palace roof would be like standing at the 
window of the top floor of a high city building. He would have had a great view over all his city. 

It is interesting that many years before another king had been out on the roof of his palace. Another king who was feeling 
much like Nebuchadnezzar this day. That king saw a young woman and decided that there was no reason on earth why 
he should not have her, and so David took Bathsheba (2 Sam 11). Like Nebuchadnezzar he too thought �it is all mine 
and there is no one to tell me other wise�. 

Nebuchadnezzar had lost sight of the fact that he could only do things as God gave him the power and the ability. A year 
ago God had warned him not to think this way. A year ago Nebuchadnezzar had heard from God. But he had done 
nothing. And God had done nothing. But God�s nothing was God�s grace. God was giving Nebuchadnezzar time to 
change his mind. But it did not happen and so the moment of truth came. 

While totally puffed up with his own importance Nebuchadnezzar was struck down with insanity. The man became 
animal like. He started to eat grass like a cow, he moved out doors to live. His hygiene was neglected, his hair went 
uncut and his nails grew long. Some of the commentators try to diagnose just what particular mental illness 
Nebuchadnezzar suffered from. Although there is a particular sickness in which the patient acts like an animal, diagnosis 
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is impossible from the amount of information we have here. That Nebuchadnezzar had delusions of being an animal is 
about all we can say.  

His madness was the product of thinking that did not line up with reality. Over the years I have done a bit of visiting in 
psychiatric wards in hospitals. And I have spent time talking to folk who are deluded. I remember on one occasion 
spending some time with a chap who was convinced that he was the most brilliant pianist. He would sit at the keyboard 
hitting the keys like a two year old making the most awful noise. Then he would look up at me and say, �this just is so 
good, but do you know that it is so good that others are not able to appreciate it�. His was a sad case. We would say the 
chap is mad because what he was thinking did not line up with reality. 

Reality is that everything under heaven belongs to God (Job 41:11). The water they washed you with at birth and the 
ground they will put you in after you die all belong to God. Jesus said to the woman at the well �If you only knew what 
God gives� (John 4:10). James 1:17 �every good and perfect gift comes from God�. So your health, your intellect, your 
ability to learn and your ability to earn are all gifts of God. 1 Corinthians 4:7 �didn�t God give you everything you have�. 
Nothing you have is yours by right. This is why Job was able to say following the loss of everything he had, �the Lord 
gave and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord� (Job 1:21). 

Israelite kings were constantly reminded that they were ruling God�s people. They were given the throne not in order to 
bring them pleasure but in order that they might care for God�s people (Deut 17:14-20). They were not on the throne 
because they were smarter than everyone else in the kingdom. They were on the throne because God had put them 
there. They were called to the throne in order to serve God by caring for His people. Ultimately Nebuchadnezzar was 
under the same obligations. At the end of the day all people belong to God. It was God who had put Nebuchadnezzar on 
his throne and he was not on that throne in order to have a good time, but to care for those under him. 

King Uzziah was brought down by pride (2 Chron 26:16) and the heart of Satan�s rebellion lay in pride (Isa 14:12). 

Nebuchadnezzar�s prosperity blinded him to reality. We can achieve so much that we can end up believing we are self 
sufficient. Prosperity and success are always dangerous. 

The rich fool in Jesus� parable in Luke 12:19 made the same mistake that Nebuchadnezzar had made. He too thought all 
that he had built up was a result of his own doing. He too thought he was dependant on no one. What God would have 
each of us know is that not one of us is ever autonomous. 

If we do not acknowledge that God is the giver of all we have then we are sliding into the insanity which Nebuchadnezzar 
suffered from. 

In fact the dream is meant to shake him to his boots. What the dream will convey is that whatever Nebuchadnezzar has 
achieved and whatever it is he has got in this life and whatever power he has is all a gift from God. What 
Nebuchadnezzar needs to understand is that ultimately it is God who is in control and it is God who gives to each person 
whatever it is they have. Nebuchadnezzar would have nothing at all if God had not given it to him. The key verse is 25 
�the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone He wishes�. 

After a period of time Nebuchadnezzar�s sanity was restored. It was restored when he finally saw the reality of life. That it 
was God who ruled over men, that it was God who gave and it was God who took away. Whatever Nebuchadnezzar had 
was nothing more than a gift from God. That he had ruled over the world�s greatest empire was not his doing but was a 
gift from God. 

Nebuchadnezzar�s sanity came when he saw his place in the scheme of things. Nebuchadnezzar�s sanity was restored 
when he saw that he was a dependant person. That his life and all he had were gifts from God. His restoration began 
with the simple gesture of looking to heaven. Or looking up to God. 

Before his sickness Nebuchadnezzar had considered himself to be a great man but now he had a different point of view, 
now he saw that �all the people of the earth are regarded as nothing� (v35). And that would have included him too. 

It takes a terrible personal crisis for Nebuchadnezzar to come and see the reality of life. He was beguiled by the size of 
his army and the massive amounts of treasure in his treasury. It was because he was the most powerful man on earth 
that he ends up with this distorted picture of reality. Pride is a conception of one�s self worth that exceeds the bounds of 
propriety. When any of us fail to see our achievements, possessions and attributes as gifts from God we will enter into 
pride. 

God gives Nebuchadnezzar a traumatic lesson by removing from him everything, even his sanity. It is from this lowliest 
of positions that Nebuchadnezzar finally sees reality. In the field, living like an animal, cut off from all the splendours of 
his palace in this terrible situation the king finally sees how frail he really is. Sanity begins with a realistic self-appraisal. 
Sanity begins with an understanding of God. In his sickness Nebuchadnezzar is utterly helpless. But this is his true 
situation even when lord of the Babylonian empire. But this he could not see until struck down. Sanity was restored when 
finally he acknowledged that he was a creature. 

What Nebuchadnezzar needed to come to see Hannah saw quite clearly (1 Sam 2:8). Those who have become princes 
have done so because God has chosen to lift them up. 
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The great men and women of this world are those who acknowledge that they live under the authority of God. The day 
will come when every one will bow the knee (Phil 2:10&11). 

In the time that Nebuchadnezzar was laid aside there must have been ample opportunity for others to have grabbed the 
throne. That it was left vacant is quite remarkable. The only real explanation is the seriousness with which Daniel�s words 
had been taken by the members of Nebuchadnezzar�s court. Daniel had said Nebuchadnezzar would be sick for seven 
times. Although just what �seven times� means must have alluded them as it does us. What was certain and was 
obviously taken very seriously by all, was the fact that Nebuchadnezzar�s illness was temporary. Nebuchadnezzar was 
coming back and therefore no one was game to touch the throne. 

This episode would have brought great comfort to God�s people. They were in exile. They were prisoners of the 
Babylonians. It seemed as if they were totally at the mercy of Nebuchadnezzar and his empire. But, no. It is not like that. 
Nebuchadnezzar is at the mercy of their God. Nebuchadnezzar will rule only as long as their God wants him to rule. The 
final authority is not Nebuchadnezzar but God. 
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No.5
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 1 September 2002

Daniel 5:1-31
The Writing is on the wall       

The Bible teaches us theology not history. That is not to say that the history in the Bible is not accurate and reliable. It is. 
Nevertheless the Bible writers do not set out to teach history they set out to teach us about God. To some extent there is 
an assumption that we know our history. Certainly if we did not know a little history this story would lose some of its 
impact. What we have here is not a documentary. Documentaries give facts. What we have here is a story, a story that 
brings home truth, a story which is meant to teach us about God. 

Nebuchadnezzar was the first and founding ruler of the Babylonian empire. The first four chapters of this book have all 
been set during his lifetime. But then without any explanation we leap to the very last day of the Babylonian empire and 
to an incident in the life of the last emperor. The setting for this story is the night that the Medes and the Persians took 
Babylon. Before the following day had run its course Belshazzar was dead. The Babylonian empire came to its 
conclusion on the night of 12 October 539 BC. Sometime before dawn the armies of the Medes and the Persians broke 
into the city. The Babylonian empire�s capital city capitulated without a fight. The Babylonian empire became the empire 
of the Medes and the Persians. The head of gold was gone and the days of the breast of silver had arrived. 

The story of Nebuchadnezzar is recorded in the Bible in order that we might learn. Nebuchadnezzar was taught two 
things in particular. Two things that we need to know. First, that his empire will not last. Nothing that we build lasts. 
Everything comes to a conclusion. The only thing that lasts is what God builds. Only God can open the door to eternal 
life. The second thing Nebuchadnezzar learnt was that everything he had was ultimately a gift from God. 
Nebuchadnezzar learnt via his bout of insanity that it was God who had given him the skill, the energy and the 
opportunity to build his empire. It was God who had given and it was God who could take it away. 

The story of Belshazzar is the story of a man who had not learnt the lessons that he should have from the 
Nebuchadnezzar stories. The story of Belshazzar is the story of a man who refused to learn. The story of Belshazzar is 
the story a man who suffered the consequences of ignoring what God had to say via the Nebuchadnezzar stories. 

Technically speaking Belshazzar was not the emperor. His father, Nabonidus was. But some ten years ago Nabonidus 
had chosen to live away from the capital and to appoint his son, Belshazzar his vice regent. Belshazzar was the defacto 
emperor. This is why when he offered the greatest of rewards for the one who could read the writing on the wall he could 
only offer the person the position of �third highest ruler� (v7). Nabonidus was the first, even if he was in some sort of 
retirement, Belshazzar was hence the second and whoever could read the writing would have the next position. 

Following the death of Nebuchadnezzar in 562 BC the great Babylonian empire had started to decline. None of 
Nebuchadnezzar�s successors had his abilities or strength. (Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded by his son, Evil-Merodach 
[2 Kings 25:27] 562 � 560. He was executed by his successor, Neriglissar 560 � 556. Following another bloody palace 
coup Nabonidus came to the throne in 556 and was the last Babylonian emperor. For the last ten years of his reign his 
son Belshazzar ruled in his place.) 

Simultaneously during this same period the powerful tribes of the Medes and the Persians had united and were seeking 
to usurp Babylon as the centre of the empire. By the time our story opens the Medes and the Persians had their army 
literally on the outskirts of Babylon. However such were the fortifications of the city that those inside carried on without a 
care. 

The Babylonians honestly believed that their capital city could never be taken. The city walls were considered to be 
impenetrable. No army in the world had the technology to break through these walls. No army in the world had weapons 
that could force open the city gates. The city had a food stockpile that would support the population for the next 20 years. 
The river Tigris flowed under the city walls and so provided the city with a permanent supply of water. The Medes and 
the Persians may be at the city gates but they were only seen as a temporary irritation. In a few weeks the Babylonian 
army would organise their expulsion.  

The story opens with a great banquet. A thousand guests are in attendance. These were all members of the aristocracy. 
This was an orgy of wine. Belshazzar spends the last day of his life under the influence of alcohol. 

In many ways this great banquet was an act of bravado. It was a defiant statement that all was well. It was Belshazzar 
shouting out that he was not afraid and all was well and would be well.

At the moment of his greatest danger Belshazzar was drugging himself at his party. He was shutting out reality. It is 
possible to live life this way. Always entertaining ourselves, always arranging the next holiday, always watching the next 
TV program. (I read somewhere this week that since the advent of TV the average amount of time that we spend 
sleeping has dropped by 2 hours per night.) We never stop to think any more. We never stop to consider the meaning of 
life. We never stop to ask why we die and what happens at death. 
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All the big questions are pushed aside. Once upon a time there was a man who met an angel. He offered to tell him 
whatever it was that he would most like to know. The man said he would most like to know when he was going to die. So, 
the angel promised him that he would not die without first being warned. The man went happily on his way safe in the 
knowledge that death would not overtake him by surprise. The man lived to an old age and then one night in his sleep 
died. He found himself in heaven, and the first thing he did was seek out the angel that he had met all those years ago. 
�You promised me I would have a warning before I died�, he said to the angel, anger in his voice. �But you did have a 
warning� replied the angel. �Your hair dropped out, your skin developed wrinkles, your sight grew dim, your strength 
diminished, your joints grew stiff. How much more warning did you want?�  

In the midst of the party Belshazzar ordered that the special utensils that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in 
Jerusalem be brought in so that they could be used to drink out of. Now this was a very provocative thing to do. When 
Nebuchadnezzar had smashed the temple and had raided it of its contents he had brought back the temple treasures 
and had treated them with some respect. Belshazzar decides to desecrate these special treasures. He decides to treat 
them with contempt. That which was special is now to be used as something very ordinary. He is going to treat these 
utensils with utter disrespect. 

At the beginning of the book the vessels that were taken by Nebuchadnezzar from the temple in Jerusalem are 
specifically mentioned. In the calamity of the fall of Jerusalem, in the tragedy of seeing the temple ripped down, in the 
disaster of seeing the Jewish nation disbanded we may have asked why does the writer of the book of Daniel bother to 
mention the cups and plates from the temple. The answer is that these were not ordinary cups and plates. These are 
God�s cups and plates. These cups and plates belong to the God who is worshipped in Jerusalem. 

We have to ask why? Why did he want to show such contempt for these special things from the temple in Jerusalem? I 
think the answer lies in Belshazzar�s attitude of defiance. He knew that Nebuchadnezzar had been told that the empire 
would not last. He had heard the story of Nebuchadnezzar and his dream. He would have known that one of the men 
from Israel had said that the empire would be taken over by another. On this night with the mighty Medes and Persians 
on his doorstep Belshazzar is saying that it will not be. The God who said it will be is nothing and can be treated as 
nothing. So the special things from this God�s temple can be treated as nothing more than common drinking cups. In 
touching the cups Belshazzar is saying �I believe that the God who said this empire is coming to an end is nothing�. What 
God has said has absolutely no validity as far as Belshazzar is concerned. The God who has spoken is the God of Israel 
and the Jews are nothing more than prisoners in my kingdom. 

It really is a matter of Belshazzar�s word, the empire will go on, against God�s word, the empire will finish. In taking the 
cups Belshazzar is saying to his people do not listen to God�s word. He was saying �I am stronger than God�.

Belshazzar�s confidence lay in what he called the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone. God may have said 
the empire will come to an end but such was the strength of his city�s fortifications it cannot come to an end. The gold 
spent on it, the money spent on it the amount of iron, wood and stone in the city�s fortifications all said the city is safe, no 
matter what God said. 

At that very moment when they took so much pleasure and found so much reassurance in their massive fortifications 
God spoke. A finger of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall. We are told exactly where the finger 
wrote, it was next to the lamp stand. This bit reads like an eyewitness account. More the mention of the lamp stand is so 
that we might know that the words were well lit up. There is to be no doubt as to what is written. 

Now, in a sense there was no need for the writing on the wall. By that I mean, that what God had said would happen, 
happened. For all the fortifications and for all their confidence in them the Medes and the Persians broke into the city 
before dawn. God�s word was vindicated. The crashing in of the Medes and the Persians was the end that God had 
promised for the empire. What happened was the Medes and the Persians knew as well as the Babylonians did that they 
had no hope of ever breaking through either the walls or the gates of the city. So they came up with the most ingenious 
plan. An audacious breath-taking plan. They dammed up the Tigris river. Then as soon as the flow was slow enough and 
low enough the army entered the city through the system used to feed the river into the city. The city woke to thousands 
of Mede and Persian troops in their streets. The city capitulated without a fight. The Babylonian empire was over and the 
empire of the Medes and the Persians had commenced. 

The writing on the wall was so there might be no doubt that God had called this man to account. But the writing is on the 
wall for another reason. It is there for us too. Like Nebuchadnezzar�s dreams, we are meant to understand that what was 
said to Nebuchadnezzar in his two dreams is said to us as well. God will not give us Nebuchadnezzar�s dreams, He does 
not have to. We have the record of Nebuchadnezzar�s dreams and that is enough. God will not write on the wall for us. 
He does not have to. He has written on the wall once and that is enough. What he wrote for Belshazzar he writes for us. 

The fingers appear from nowhere they write on the wall and Belshazzar is so frightened that his face turned pale and his 
knees knocked together. The man is petrified. One commentator believes that the phrase �knees knocked together� is 
nothing more than a nice way of saying that he was so frightened that he lost control of his bladder. 

The king called for his sages to come and tell him what the writing meant. He offered them the greatest of rewards. But 
they are unable to decipher the meaning. Their inability only adds to the king�s panic. 

Then into the banquet hall strides the queen. She has obviously overheard the drama in the hall and comes in with the 
answer to the king�s problem. Who is this �queen�? She is obviously not Belshazzar�s wife other wise she would have 
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been in the hall already. She is obviously someone with remarkable authority. No one simply comes into the king�s 
presence uninvited. She is obviously someone very old, for she has memory of things that happened back in the early 
days of Nebuchadnezzar�s reign. We are not sure but we assume this queen is either Belshazzar�s mother or 
Nebuchadnezzar widow. Seeing the king in such a panic, seeing the failure of his sages to help him and remembering 
how Daniel had deciphered the dreams of Nebuchadnezzar, she could not help herself from entering the hall to tell what 
she knew. 

Daniel was called for. Daniel was now an old man. He would have been in his eighties. Nebuchadnezzar had been dead 
over 20 years and it seems that following the death of Nebuchadnezzar Daniel had gone into retirement. As far as 
Belshazzar was concerned he was an old man who belonged to another generation. A man who had made absurd 
claims about the empire coming to an end. 

Belshazzar�s opening words to him were not very complimentary. Daniel is spoken of as one of the exiles or one of the 
captives that Nebuchadnezzar had brought from Judah. Belshazzar wants to remind Daniel of his place. Belshazzar is a 
king and Daniel a captive. The king interrogates Daniel as if he were a common prisoner. By the way Belshazzar calls 
Nebuchadnezzar his father, he was not, but the term father is being used as predecessor. 

From Belshazzar�s opening words we know what Belshazzar thinks of him. He does not use Daniel�s Babylonian name. 
He uses his foreign name. In other words you are not one of us. Then he describes Daniel as simply one of the exiles 
that his father had brought from Judah. In other words Daniel is nothing more than a prisoner. Daniel may have been part 
of Nebuchadnezzar�s bureaucracy but he is not a part of Belshazzar�s, Belshazzar had real reservations about Daniel. 
Note �if� you can read� Nevertheless Belshazzar acknowledges that Daniel has a remarkable reputation and if he is 
able to decipher the words on the wall he will be entitled to the full reward on offer. 

Daniel�s first response was to tell Belshazzar that he was not the least interested in the gifts and the promotion. There is 
a reason for this. Daniel believes the word of God that the empire is destined to finish. Whatever Belshazzar can give 
him would have value only as long as the empire lasts. And the message that Daniel has been preaching ever since 
Nebuchadnezzar had his first dream is that the empire will not last very long at all. 

A few weeks ago we talked about CT Studd and the fortune that he gave away at age 25. I do not want to make light of 
what he did. But at the same time we need to know, that which CT Studd was very aware of, he was going to give it all 
away any way. He just happened to give it up years early. And we too will have to give up everything we own at death. 
Everything to do with this life is short term. 

Before he turns to the writing on the wall Daniel goes over the message that God has already given Belshazzar. 
Nebuchadnezzar�s story is part of the word of God. When we heard Nebuchadnezzar�s story last week we did not simply 
say, �oh how interesting�. No, we said, �how does this apply to me?� God confronted Nebuchadnezzar with reality. 
Reality is that everything we have, everything we are, everything we own comes from God. Nebuchadnezzar came out of 
his insanity the day he came to terms with reality and acknowledged that he lived under the authority of God. 

Belshazzar sees himself as so strong, he sees his city as so strong, he sees his empire as so strong that God cannot 
touch him. God may have said the empire will come to an end, but he does not believe it. He does not believe that God is 
capable of bringing his empire to an end. 

At this very point in time the empire is under threat. But so sure is Belshazzar that the empire will survive that he takes 
utensils which came from the temple of the God who said his empire will collapse and he treats them with total
disrespect. He laughs at the word of God. He has ignored the word once so now he will have the word again. Belshazzar 
is a fool. After all he knew of Nebuchadnezzar he still did not believe that he was accountable to any one. He still did not 
believe that there was a God who would call him to account. 

The three words, mene, tekel and parsin were ordinary Aramaic words. The problem was not in reading the words but in 
figuring out what the significance of the words was. The three words are all to with weights and measures or amounts of 
weights. They are terms also used for values of money. For us the words could be interpreted roughly as gram, kilo and 
tonne. 

Daniel had no doubt as to what God was saying via these three words. The message simply confirms what is already 
known to those who believed God�s word. The first word points to the fact that God has numbered the days that the 
empire will last. There is nothing new here. This is the same message  God gave Nebuchadnezzar. 

It is God who does the numbering and no matter what Belshazzar thought of his city walls, God said his days were up. 
This night his soul would be required of him. The number of days that each of us will live has been set by God. When 
their number is up it is up and we will face the judgement. 

The second word Daniel says points to the fact that God has weighed or assessed Belshazzar. The man has been found 
wanting. Only Belshazzar? No we will all have our lives weighed. And like Belshazzar we too will discover that we have 
failed to be the people that God created us to be. 

We need a saviour. Now is the time to seek Jesus. He is the only Saviour there is. 
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Parsin is half of a tekel. The meaning is that the great Babylonian empire is to be shared out between the Medes and the 
Persians. In other words the armies out side will break in. 

Nebuchadnezzar was driven into insanity until the moment that he changed. But Belshazzar is given no opportunity to 
change. The judgement has come. Belshazzar has missed his opportunity. The stories of Nebuchadnezzar were his 
warnings. But he had ignored them all. For Belshazzar there was no further warning. The only message he received was 
the message of Nebuchadnezzar�s life. 

The heart of Daniel�s remarks to Belshazzar are �you knew all this� (v22). You knew, but you acted as if it were not true. 
Now you are about to find out that it is true. 

In Luke 16:29-31 we have the plea of the man who has entered his eternal reward that someone go and warn his 
brothers. The answer given is that those brothers already have the word of God there is no other warning and the reason 
there is no other warning is that if they will not listen to the word of God they will listen to no other message either. 

Belshazzar insisted that Daniel have his rewards. But it was all so short lived. Against all the odds the Medes and the 
Persians broke into the city that very night. The 12th October 539 BC. We are told that the city capitulated without a fight.
Belshazzar the king was put to death but very few others died in the take over. Belshazzar rebelled against God and the 
wages of sin is death.

When first taken into exile as prisoners of Babylon depression and despair could have very easily gripped the hearts of 
the Jews. The Babylonian empire looked invincible. But God had said that the empire Nebuchadnezzar had built would 
not last. He had said that within 70 years His people would be going home. To have believed that message on the day 
Nebuchadnezzar ripped Jerusalem to pieces would have taken a lot of faith. But just as God said, at the end of 70 years 
the Babylonian empire did collapse. And the first thing that the Medes and the Persians did was give permission for the 
Jews to go home. The book all but screams at us that God is always in control. 
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No.6
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 8 September 2002

Daniel 6:1-28
The lions� den 

This story is set in the early days of the new empire of the Medes and the Persians. In 539 the Babylonian empire 
collapsed into the arms of the vigorously, aggressively expanding tribes of the Medes and the Persians. With very little 
fighting the Medes and the Persians asserted themselves and took the initiative from the Babylonians. Cyrus their king 
was an enlightened and benevolent man. It seems that there were many in Babylon happy enough to see the last of the 
Babylonian emperors gone and a new government installed. 

We are told in verse 1 that Darius was the name of the new king or emperor. But this is a problem, as we have no 
knowledge of a Darius on the throne at this time. But we do know that Cyrus was the first king of the Persian-Mede 
empire. The answer to the problem lies in verse 28 and the word �and�. The word �and� in this context has the force of 
�that is�. So the last sentence in this story is simply an appendix to explain to us that Darius and Cyrus are the same 
person. Without this explanation we would have no idea who Darius was. Chapter 1:21 virtually tells us the same thing. 

In time the Medes and the Persians will move their capital city but at first they rule the empire from Babylon. The first 
thing they do having got their hands on the levers of power, is to rearrange the way the government operates. They put 
in place 120, of what they call, satraps. These would be very powerful local governors. These satraps worked under the 
authority of three chief administrators. One of whom was Daniel. Basically what the new regime is doing is decentralising 
government.

Now Daniel was a very old man. He must have been in his eighties. Perhaps well into his eighties. We assume that his 
career had concluded with the death of Nebuchadnezzar over 20 years before. It seems that none of Nebuchadnezzar�s 
successors used him. At least when the last of the Babylonian emperors, Belshazzar, met him on the night of the 
banquet he did not know him. We get the impression that he was being brought out of retirement in order to read the 
writing on the wall. 

But the new government was doing things in a new way and was happy enough to have this man with such a fine 
reputation brought out of retirement permanently. 

By the way do not make too much of the word �retirement�. It is a modern word. It is a word that can cause the wasting of 
many good years of productive living. Back in the nineteenth century the German government was grossly over staffed. 
An arbitrary age of 65 years was decided upon as the age that men must stop working. The Western world had since 
that time treated the age of 65 as the point beyond which people are incapable of working. I heard a guy speaking the 
other day who was 72. He was still hard at work in his particular field of work and he said, �do you know, I honestly do 
not think I have reached my peak yet�. We Christians ought to be the most zealous to be hard at it until the Lord calls us 
home. We may leave our paid employment but that does not mean for one moment that we stop being the most 
productive people for God. 

Now there is a little clue as to why Daniel was not only chosen to be one of the top three but also why the king was 
planning to put him above the other two. This whole system was put in place so that the king might not suffer loss. To run 
the empire massive amounts of taxation were necessary. To collect and administer such sums an efficient and corrupt 
free system was imperative. Daniel was a man above reproach. Daniel was a man who was incorruptible. The king knew 
that under Daniel bribery and corruption would not be able to flourish. 

Such a man would not be liked by those who were into �feathering their own nests�. Such a man would be an awful 
nuisance to those who enjoyed the fruits of bribery and corruption. When the news came that this man was to be given 
final authority it is not hard to understand the reaction of his colleagues. This was not the sort of man they wanted. They 
were determined to bring him down. They were going to get him the sack. But they had no hope of finding fault with his 
work so they were going to have to look in another area. 

They know that Daniel is fiercely loyal to his God. They know that at the end of the day he would put his God above 
anything and anyone. All they needed to do was set up a scenario in which he has to choose between his God and the 
king. They know in advance how he will choose and having chosen against the king they will have the grounds to declare 
him unworthy of his position. 

They have set up for Daniel the classic situation that every follower of God has to face at some time or another. When it 
comes down to the wire who has the last say in your life.

This law was saying that there was no authority above the king. Via this law the king was saying he had to be obeyed 
even when what he asks for is against what God is asking for. Daniel is confronted with a stark choice, either obey the 
law of the Medes and the Persians or obey the law of God. 

Darius via this law was interfering with people�s relationship with God. This Daniel was not willing to allow to happen. 
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This is not a matter of �laws�. This is a matter of intimate friendship and love. Daniel loves God. Daniel has a deep and 
passionate relationship with God. What Darius is asking Daniel to do is push aside the one he loves for a month. This will 
not do. In fact his love for God is so strong, and the intimacy he has with God is so real, that to do so would go against 
the deepest desires of his heart. 

This personal intimacy with God is a most significant aspect of Christianity. I was at a meeting yesterday at which a chap 
was telling us of his father. He mentioned a time when his mother was so sick that his dad had to sleep in a separate 
bed. For the duration of the sickness his dad slept in a bed in his room. He remembered his dad coming to bed night 
after night long after he had gone to bed. His dad would come in quietly, assuming that he was asleep. Dad would hop 
into bed and then start quietly talking. His deep voice mumbling with some emotion. His dad was praying. This was no 
recited prayer. His dad was talking to One he knew and knew intimately. That intimacy was a vital part of that man�s life. 
Like Daniel to tell someone who has that type of relationship with God to forsake it would be like to telling them to cut off 
their arm.  

The satraps, or at least a group of them, approach the king with this marvellous plan. They are in the midst of 
decentralising the government. What they put to the king will be a healthy counter balance. More, the plan panders to the 
king�s vanity. They give the impression of wanting nothing more than the well being of the king and the kingdom. 

But they are liars. First, they present the plan as being the unanimous work of all the king�s satraps. No mention of the 
fact that his most trusted adviser knows nothing of the matter. Second, they present the plan as being very beneficial for 
both king and country. No mention of the fact that if the scheme works the king will lose his most trusted adviser. 

The Medes and the Persians were very proud folk and were so sure of their legislation procedures that having passed a 
piece of legislation they decreed that it could never be altered or repealed. Once a law had been passed even the king 
was subjected to it and had no authority to change it. 

Along with everyone else Daniel is made aware of the edict. His response was simply to carry on as normal. There is no 
record of any inner debating, there is no hint of any agonising over what he should do. There is no uncertainty on his 
part, Daniel simply does what is right. 

Daniel knew the story of Joseph. Joseph had been thrown into a dungeon because he did what was right. But God did 
not fail him in the dungeon. God did not leave him in the dungeon. God rescued Joseph and Daniel has no doubt that 
God will rescue him too. 

Daniel was a man who prayed three times a day. In Psalm 55:17 David speaks of praying morning, evening and at noon. 
The bible does not tell us to pray three times a day. But for Daniel we assume that morning, noon and evening were 
most suitable times for him to spend time in prayer. 

This habit of his to pray regularly is not about to be broken simply because of this new law. A 70 year habit is not about 
to be changed. He goes home goes upstairs and with his window open and facing Jerusalem, or the west, he gets down 
on his knees and he prays. We are told what he was praying about. This particular prayer was similar to every other 
prayer he offered, he gave thanks to God. In other words he praised God. 

The centre of Daniel�s world was not Babylon and the king, no matter how great he was and how much power he had 
and no matter what great rewards he could give. Babylon may be the most impressive of cities. It may have huge 
buildings, wide streets, flags flying, concerts and entertainment every night for every one. It may offer careers and 
opportunities of the most enticing sorts. Nevertheless Babylon was not the centre of Daniel�s life. The centre of Daniel�s 
world was the tumbled down insignificant city called Jerusalem. Daniel believed the word of the prophet Jeremiah that 
Jerusalem would be rebuilt and repopulated. Daniel believed the future lay with Jerusalem not Babylon. (Jer 32:27 & 
25:11-12). 

Babylon was the city with no future. Jerusalem was the city with a great future. Daniel did not face Jerusalem for some 
sentimental reason, Daniel faced Jerusalem because it had a future because God said it had a future. Jerusalem gave 
Daniel his very reason for existence and he refused to hide it no matter what the cost. 

We live in a very sophisticated world. It is full of glamour and excitement. By contrast the church can look very ordinary 
and indeed at times boring. The temptation is always there to put all our energies into making it big in this world. But we 
would be most unwise to do so. This world has no future at all. The future lies with the church. The future lies with the 
people of God. It is into the church, into the people of God that we ought to be putting our energies if we are wise. 

Daniel lived an open life. The fact that he was a man who made time to pray regularly was open knowledge. Any one 
who went to Daniel�s home at lunchtime would know what he would be doing. The anti Daniel gang checked that he was 
in fact praying as usual and then they were straight off to see the king. 

The first thing they did was remind the king of his decree. Having affirmed that the king and everyone else knew what the 
law said, they dropped their bombshell. Daniel was praying to God. They put Daniel in the worst possible light. �He pays 
no attention to you, O king�. 

At the time of making the edict the punishment had also been set. To be thrown into the lions� den. If the Babylonians 
threw their worst offenders into fire the Medes and the Persians threw their worst offenders to wild animals. Each empire 
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comes up with its own way of dealing with its criminals. Kings were known to engage in lion hunting and the pit in which 
the lions were kept provided a trouble free method of disposing of undesirable members of society. The Persians actually 
had fire as one of the gods they revered and so it is no surprise that putting criminals into fire went out of vouge as soon 
as they came into power. 

The king was a great admirer of Daniel and the thought of losing him filled him with some distress. But he was helpless 
to do anything. In the empire of the Medes and the Persians even the king cannot over ride the law. 

There is no way that Daniel can be rescued. If the emperor can do nothing for him then no one can. But God can.  

As the king handed Daniel over to face the lions� pit he did so with the words, �may your God, whom you serve 
continually, rescue you�. The king wanted God to intervene. Darius had no personal relationship with God. But he knew 
Daniel well enough to know that Daniel did. What an insight into Daniel�s life and consuming passion that this king should 
describe him as one who serves God continually. Everyone who knew Daniel knew what motivated him. The sort of life 
that man was living is also made evident by the fact the gang out to get him could find no fault in him. 

Those who follow God live lives that are affected by God. The sort of God you worship and obey will produce the sort of 
life you live.

If you are down a dark narrow street late at night and toward you there is coming a group of young men. They are talking 
to each other in loud voices. You cannot see any of their faces yet but you know that in the next few minutes you and 
they are going to have to pass each other very closely. Now what difference to your sense of fear and apprehension 
would it make for you to know that they are coming home from a bible study? What is it about bible study that, you know, 
will cause these young men to treat you civilly. In other words what is it about the Christian faith that leads men and 
women to treat each other with love?

When the moment of truth came Daniel did not ask for leniency. His trust was in God alone. 

That night it was the king on his fine bed who could not sleep. Daniel meanwhile was in the safest and most restful place 
there was. It is not your physical circumstances that provide peace and security. It is your emotional circumstances. And 
Daniel knew that all was well. 

The lions lay down with him as they will one day lay down with us Isaiah 11:6-9.

The following morning the moment the king got to the lions� pit he called out to Daniel. Now he would not have done this 
if he had not believed there was at least some hope that Daniel had survived. The point being, Daniel�s life was so God 
orientated that this non believing king was caused to take God seriously on the basis that Daniel took God so seriously. 

Daniel responds immediately to the king�s voice. He tells the king that he is quite all right and the reason the beasts have 
not touched him is because God has sent an angel to shut their months. So not only was Daniel not hurt he did not even 
have to spend the night alone. As God was with the three in the furnace so here again God does not leave His man 
alone to face the beasts. 

When they looked at Daniel they could see that he was not wounded in any way. And we are told that this is because he 
had trusted his God. When Daniel had first heard the edict he decided to do right and to trust God with whatever the 
circumstances were. God honoured that confidence. As God always honours it. 

The basic message is, remain faithful and God will take care of you. Daniel is having to deal with a number of very 
influential and powerful men who are determined to bring him down. But not only do they fail to bring him down their 
actions guarantee his elevation to the highest position in the land. The chapter ends with us being told that Daniel 
prospered during the reign of Darius. 

The king then gave the order for the anti Daniel group to be rounded up and put in the pit with the lions. This is justice. 
But more, their wives and children were thrown in too. The king was taking no chances with the children of these men 
growing up with revenge in their hearts and doing damage when they were older. 

Pharoah had ordered all the Jewish baby boys drowned in the River Nile but in the end he saw his own army drowned in 
the Red Sea. Haman was hung on the very gallows that he had had built for another. 

The story opens with the king issuing a decree that no one was to see anyone higher than himself. The story closes with 
a second decree this time acknowledging in so many words that God is greater than the king. 

When he calls God the �living God� he means that God is active. He not only just exists, but is also active in His world. 
He is active in a particular way. He rescues His people. He is active on their behalf. 

Darius had seen God in action in the life of this man Daniel. But if Daniel had capitulated then Darius would not have 
seen God in action. Your life can be the means by which others will see God in action. This church is the means by 
which others see God in action. 
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The ultimate goal of saving Daniel was not in fact that Daniel should be saved from being eaten alive by lions, but that 
God should be recognised and honoured. And if Daniel dying would have brought more glory to God then Daniel would 
have died, and Daniel would have died happily for his only goal was that his God be honoured. 

Daniel was a man who loved God. Daniel was a man who sought to follow God. But Daniel was a man who lived in a 
pagan society. Daniel was a man who had to go to work everyday and work among non believers. The stories of Daniel 
are recorded in order that we might have a model. 

Daniel was framed by jealous men and so was Jesus. Daniel was arrested while at prayer and so was Jesus. Darius was 
not happy to see Daniel handed over. Pilate was not happy to see Jesus handed over. Daniel was put in a pit and it was
sealed. Jesus was put in a tomb and it was sealed. Daniel had confidence that God would save him even if he were put 
in the pit with the lions. Jesus had confidence that God would save Him even if he were killed. 

There are many since Daniel who have stood up for God and who were not saved. But then they were saved. Acts 
12:2&11. James was killed and Peter was saved. But the point is death has not kept them. 

Jesus said �the gates of hell shall not prevail against My people�. Now the word Jesus used, that we translate as �hell� is 
Sheol. Sheol is the place of the dead, not necessarily the place of the dead wicked. The word is neutral. Sheol simply 
means place of the dead and is saying nothing about the moral state of those there. Gates keep people locked in. When 
someone goes into death the gates shut over them and there is no way out. No one comes back from the dead. But 
Jesus is saying �I will not allow those gates to separate Me from My people�. Jesus is saying that He will rescue His 
people even from death.   

We may be like Daniel and be rescued before death or we may be like James and have to face death. But the end is 
safe whatever. 
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No.7
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 13 October 2002

Daniel 7:1-18
The Ancient of Days 

Daniel was a Jewish exile. He was one of the thousands of Jews who were forcibly taken from their homeland and held 
captive in the land of Babylon. The city of Babylon was the �centre of the universe� grand, beautiful, prosperous, 
sophisticated and arrogant. Meanwhile Jerusalem was now nothing but a heap of ruins. The point is that the people of 
God now had to live under pagan rulers. The people of God now had to live along side and work along side those who 
were not the least bit interested in their God or their high morals.  The Promised Land has been smashed. The king has 
been taken from his throne and no Jewish king will ever reign again. The people of God must now live under the rule of 
pagan kings and emperors. 

Back in Judea Daniel lived under a Jewish king and he lived under Jewish law. Everyone who lived in Judea obeyed the 
same laws. The law of the land and the law of God were the same. Everyone stopped work on the Sabbath, everyone 
understood that God�s name was not to be taken in vain, everyone knew that not honouring one�s parents was wrong. 
Both king and priest were there to remind everyone of their obligations to the law of God. 

But now Daniel lived in a pagan land. The king was not the least bit interested in the law of God. No one in Babylon was 
keeping such laws as the law of the Sabbath. The Babylonians had their own morals and values and they were not the 
same as Israel�s. 

The point we are making is this, if Daniel is going to live by the law of God then he will have to motivate himself and he 
will have to live with the fact that he will stand out. As we have seen in the stories of chapters 1 to 6, Daniel, and others, 
manage very well to keep God�s laws and he did stand out. 

This was the first time that the people of God had had to live under a pagan ruler. This was the first time they had had to 
be the people of God in a foreign culture. What they discovered was that it was quite possible to be the people of God 
while living in a pagan land. This is vital news for us. Because the church has to live in a pagan world. Most Christians do 
not have the luxury of living in a Christian country. Even those who do have to live with the fact that there is a huge gap 
between the standards God�s people live under and the values and morals of even the most up right Christian countries. 

Jesus told us that we would have to live in the world but not be of the world. So it is that we Christians are citizens of our 
land, in our case Australia, but our first allegiance is not to our country but to our God. We obey the laws of our land but 
we also obey laws which are much stricter than any law our parliament has ever passed. 

Our country does not consider adultery to be a crime, but our God will have no part of it. Our country�s laws say nothing 
about taking time to worship. But we Christians use Sunday not for the beach but for worship. Our country�s laws say 
nothing about being generous. But our God would have His people generous and so we are. Our government has the 
most liberal laws on censorship, but our Lord has told us to pluck out our eyes (not literally!) rather than watch some 
things. 

There has been much research done on the reasons that the church grew so rapidly during the first 300 years of its 
existence. As you know it grew from about 120 folk to a company so big and influential that by the year 300 it could be 
said the Roman empire had become Christian. One of the reasons that has been put forward was the behaviour of 
Christian people. Their morals, values, life style was so different to the rest of the community. There was something very 
attractive about the way these Christian folk lived. They stood out. 

The more our society moves away from Christian principles the more we are going to stand out. We should not be 
frightened of our society becoming more and more pagan. Not that we should be happy about it either!!! As our 
community becomes less and less Godly we the people of God will stand out more and more. The community in which 
we live may become more and more godless but we the people of God will not move one inch. Daniel could live the most 
holy and productive life for God in the midst of a pagan society and so can we. 

If the question is, �can the people of God go on being the people of God while living under pagan rulers?� Daniel�s life 
shows that they can. 

The first pagan king that the people of God lived under was Nebuchadnezzar. This all-powerful ruler was given a dream. 
The heart of which was, that no matter how brilliant, no matter how vast, no matter how strong, no matter how wealthy 
his empire, the empire would not last. It would have been so easy for the people of God to have been bedazzled by the 
splendour of Babylon and to have thought that this is where the real action is. No, all the things of this world that are so 
enticing are all short term. 

When first taken into exile as prisoners of Babylon, depression and despair could have very easily gripped the hearts of 
the Jews. The Babylonian empire looked invincible. But God had said that the empire Nebuchadnezzar had built would 
not last. He had said that within 70 years His people would be going home. To have believed that message on the day 
Nebuchadnezzar ripped Jerusalem to pieces would have taken a lot of faith. But just as God said, at the end of 70 years 
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the Babylonian empire did collapse. And the first thing that the Medes and the Persians did was give permission for the 
Jews to go home.  There was never any doubt that the people of God would go home eventually. 

The point is, we too are foreigners. This world is not our home. We do not belong here. The morals and values of this 
world are not ours. The rulers of this world are not our Lord. This world may look like it is here forever but it is not! Soon 
the trumpet will blast and Jesus will be here. 

When we come to chapter 7 we come to a transition in the book. The basic message of the book does not change. We 
are still dealing with the matter of the people of God living under pagan rulers. But the first half of the book is a series of 
stories about Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and their involvement with three emperors, the second half 
of the book is a record of some visions that Daniel had. 

The vision came to Daniel in the first year of Belshazzar, that is 550 BC. Daniel would have been about 70 years old. 
This means, of course, that Daniel had this vision before the events of chapters 5 and 6. So before the writing on the wall 
and before the lions� den. In fact the four visions that make the second half of the book have all been lifted out of their 
natural place in the historical section of the book and have been grouped together here at the end of the book. Chapters 
7 & 8 are both from 550. Chapter 9 takes place at approximately the same time as the events of the lions� den. Chapters 
10 to 12 come from the very end of Daniel�s life. The vision coming to Daniel in the twilight years of life. 

The visions are recorded in apocalyptic language but the issues they deal with are the same as the issues dealt with in 
the first half of the book. It is all to do with the people of God living under pagan rulers. Daniel lived to see the people of 
God restored to their home land. The visions he now has point to the day when all God�s people will be restored to their 
permanent home in heaven. 

Apocalyptic literature is simply a type or genre of literature. It is not a type of literature that we use in our culture, it is 
therefore a type of literature with which we are unfamiliar. Because apocalyptic literature is not prose we must be very 
careful how we read it. No one reading a poem would think of taking the imagery of the poet literally and equally we must 
not take the imagery of apocalyptic literature literally either. For instance when we sing our national anthem we sing, �we 
are young and free�. To take that literally would be to say that all Australians are young and all Australians are free. Well 
we are not all young and certainly the prison population is not free. But we know that the writer was not trying to say that 
we are �all� young that we are �all� free. We understand that the writer is speaking of Australia the nation. There is 
nothing precise about the poet�s language and there is nothing precise about apocalyptic language. Apocalyptic literature 
is intentionally vague and ambiguous. However there is nothing vague about the main point that the writer of apocalyptic 
literature wants to convey. 

Literal interpretation is always wrong when reading apocalyptic literature. The images need to be interpreted. All 
numbers used in apocalyptic literature are symbolic. There is no beast that comes up literally out of the sea. But there is 
no doubt what Daniel was trying to convey with the image of a beast coming out of the sea. However our interpretation 
will not always be precise. There will be grey areas around the edges. 

In this vision, there are four beasts that arise from the sea and have an encounter with the One who rides on the clouds 
of heaven. The message is black and white; God is in total control and will, in time defeat the seemingly unconquerable 
empires. These barbaric governments may seem to have the upper hand but that is a temporary deception. Oppressive 
human power seems unstoppable, but human power is in reality temporary. Chapter 7 is the climax of the book. The 
visions that follow simply deal with aspects of the overarching theme of chapter 7. Once convinced of the truth of this 
chapter the reader is in possession of the key to history. In the ambiguous language of apocalyptic literature this chapter 
proclaims unambiguously; that God is in total control of the world; that formidable forces arrayed against goodness will all 
have their day. 

The vision opens with Daniel looking at a great storm at sea. The four winds of heaven were all blowing simultaneously 
thus producing turbulent chaotic waters moving in all directions. For the four winds to be blowing means that the wind is 
coming from the four points of the compass simultaneously. 

The sea is a symbol. In the OT the sea is the normal picture of chaos, something totally out of the control of man. 
Something that needs to be feared. Something that was destructive. For the Jew the sea was always something 
dangerous. In describing wicked people Isaiah compared them to the sea (Isa 57:20). This is why we are told that there 
will be no sea in heaven (Rev 21:1). In fact there very well may be sea. But not sea in this sense. From the raging, 
churning sea we immediately anticipate trouble. 

The turbulent sea is a perfect metaphor for the petulant truculent international relationships. The stormy sea is a perfect 
picture of the nations of the world always in conflict with each other. As the movement of a turbulent sea is unpredictable 
so is the course of world history other than the fact that it is stormy and unsettled. 

Up from the bottom of this stormy sea come four beasts. Other than the second beast, the bear, none of them are like 
anything found in God�s creation. And this is the point, they are symbols of forces ranged against God and his creational 
order. The beasts are mutants, they are perversions of what God intended for his creation. We are meant to find them 
repulsive. 

We have horror films and horror books. In them, so they tell me, you often have the most scary monsters. Hideous 
creatures that come and act in the most unpredictable and frightening ways. All  these monsters are made up. They have 
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to be made up for God did not put monsters into his creation. At the end of creating He said that it was good, very good. 
A very good creation does not include monsters. There are no monsters anywhere in the universe. The only monsters 
there are come out of the minds of horror book writers. 

What Daniel perceives in his vision is very similar to what Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream. Nebuchadnezzar saw a 
huge statue of a man. The head was gold, the breast was silver, the hips were bronze and the lower legs were a mixture 
of iron and clay. The four metals represented four empires. Each one succeeding the other. The gold head was Babylon, 
the silver breast was the Medes and the Persians, the bronze hips was the Greek empire and the iron legs the Roman 
empire. In that dream none of the empires lasted and in time there came a stone that grew to be a mountain and that 
mountain did last for ever. The mountain of course was the kingdom of God.

In the dream that Nebuchadnezzar had the empires look good. And that is just how they sometimes appear to those who 
build them. But in Daniel�s visions the empires look beastly. And that is just how they appear to God.  Those who build 
great countries see their country as the greatest of all good. God sees the state as corrupt and always on the verge of 
acting like a beast. Before God the nations are only ferocious beasts that are always attacking each other and seeking to 
devour each other. 

Without any doubt at all democracy is the best form of government. But only for one very good reason. Democracy is the 
form of government that gives the least amount of power to those elected to rule. Our Prime Minister is a very frustrated 
man. At every turn he is hemmed in. Every law that he wishes to pass has to be debated on the floor of parliament. His 
best ideas are pulled apart by the opposition parties. They scrutinise every word in his legislation. Then when his 
legislation has been fully debated on the floor of the House of Representatives it is then sent to the Senate where again it 
is debated and scrutinised. The point being our Prime Minister has very restricted power. Not only does he have 
restricted power while he is our Prime Minister his time as Prime Minister is in our hands. Every three years he must 
present himself to the people and without their vote of confidence he is out of power. 

Nebuchadnezzar saw four parts of a statue. Daniel saw four beasts. Nebuchadnezzar saw a stone coming into the scene 
Daniel One coming on the clouds of heaven. But the message is exactly the same. 

The four beasts represent the same four empires that the statue had represented. There is no one who doubts that the 
first beast represents Babylon. Equally there is no one who has any doubt that the head of gold on the statue represents 
Babylon. The second beast and the second part of the statue, are again taken by most to represent the empire of the 
Medes and the Persians. Although some think that the second beast and the second part of the statue only represent the 
empire of the Medes. This means that when we get to the third beast it could be representing the Persians which would 
mean that the fourth beast would be representing the Greek empire. While others, myself included, believe that the third 
beast is the Greek empire and the fourth beast is the Roman empire. 

Assuming that the fourth empire is Rome we then have to ask what the ten toes of the statue or the ten horns of the 
beast represent. There are those who believe they know exactly what those ten toes and ten horns speak of. They claim 
they speak of a reformed Roman empire in our own day. 

But Daniel had his vision in the days of the Babylonian empire. Hence there is no doubt that his first beast deals with the 
empire that he was living in. But as the vision looks further and further into the future it becomes less and less distinct. It 
is as though the vision deliberately distorts the future so that we have more and more of a fuzzy focus the further into the 
future we go. 

I do not believe the vision is trying to provide us with a detailed picture of how the future will unfold. And those who have
tried to build detailed pictures have come unstuck again and again. What the vision is communicating is that evil 
kingdoms will go on succeeding one another until the end of time. 

The four massive empires of the ancient world will come to an end, Babylon, the Medes and the Persians, the Greeks 
and the Romans will all pass away. But that this not the end. There are ten toes or ten horns on the beast. Kingdom will 
follow kingdom. And as far as the people of God are concerned none of these kingdoms will be Godly. We will have to go 
on living under godless rulers until the return of Jesus. This is God�s plan and we need therefore to be constantly 
prepared to live under pagan rulers. The four great empires are long gone but the things that motivated them, power and 
greed still motivate nations today.

The first beast is like a lion that has the wings of an eagle. As with the head of gold we are dealing with the present and 
there is no doubt that Daniel is picturing the Babylonian empire. The lion and the eagle are both proud animals. They are 
both animals that prey on others. The picture of the wing being torn off and the picture of the beast being given a human 
heart correspond to Nebuchadnezzar�s fall into insanity and his recovery from it (Ch 4). 

The second beast looked like a bear. Again we are dealing with a ferocious animal of prey. The brown Syrian bear can 
weigh up to 250 kilos and has a ferocious appetite. It�s ferocious appetite is pictured in the way that it is eating. As with 
all empires they never have enough control. They never have enough land under their domination. The bear is raised up 
on one side ready to pounce on it�s next victim. 

The third beast looked like a leopard but has four wings and four heads. The imagery is one of speed. Leopards are fast 
cats and with the addition of wings we are to imagine blazing speed. There is little doubt that Daniel was prophesying the 
coming of an empire that would move with lightening speed. The speed with which Alexander the Great moved across 
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the Orient and in a few short years, before he turned 33, had brought the whole known world under Greek control fits this 
image of a leopard. 

This leads us to the last of the beasts. This one is more like a robot than an animal. It is not described as an animal and 
what teeth it has are made of iron. Its claws are made of bronze. And Daniel himself tells us it was different. The metallic 
composition of its weapons highlight its destructive power and ruthlessness. Its ten horns are five times the natural two. 
This language is bringing home to us the extraordinary power of the beast. 

While Daniel was in full flight describing these beasts there is an abrupt change of scene from the sea to a courtroom. 
We move from chaos to dignity. We move from beast like creatures to two very beautiful beings who are described in 
human like terms. So that which man has built, these kingdoms, are animal like while the things of God are described in 
human like terms. This makes sense in that men and women are made in the image of God (Gen 1:27).

Daniel sees an old man seated on a throne. So old that he calls him the Ancient of Days. The imagery here all signals 
attributes of God. White hair equals wisdom, white clothing equals purity and righteousness, the fire equals judgement as 
well as the presence of God (Ex 3:3, Psa 50:3). Ancient of Days equals his eternal nature. Eternal in contrast to the 
temporary nature of the beasts. The wheels equals His plans, purposes and actions in this world which we cannot 
understand. 

The One sat upon the throne is called the Ancient of Days. He has come to judge. The Ancient of Days is the most 
majestic character, He is attended by ten thousand times ten thousand attendants. We assume that these attendants are 
angels. 

Judgement is about to begin, the court is seated, the books are opened, in other words the written evidence is produced. 
Not one act of cruelty committed by the rulers of these nations has been missed by God. Not one act will miss being 
judged. 

No one was ever able to get a conviction on Pol Pot before he died. Many of his henchmen have walked free. But not 
really free, they will have their day before God. Following the collapse of the  apatite regime in South Africa many who 
had committed some of the most awful atrocities in the name of the government never faced punishment. But that does 
not mean to say they will not face God�s punishment. Kim Jong II, Stalin, Hitler, Idi Amin. These men ruled above any 
law. No one could touch them. But does that mean that they will never face judgement? The realms over which they 
ruled were perverted, immoral and lawless. There was no real justice in the lands they ruled. 

I remember Tim Costello speaking on one occasion. He is, as you know, a lawyer. He was speaking of the many 
occasions when he has seen guilty people walk free. He told us that he took great comfort in the fact that he knew each 
of us would face another court. 

As Stephen was being smashed to death he was given a glimpse of reality. The Son of Man was on his feet watching, 
noting, and preparing to judge (Acts 7). This was why Stephen said, �do not lay this charge to their account�. Stephen 
knew why Jesus was watching so intently. And so it is that God sees every act of cruelty and not one act will miss being 
called before the bar. 

Daniel tells us that he kept looking �until� the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. This 
is the ultimate end of all who have done wrong. But this is the ultimate end, now we have to live in the present evil age. 
God may have declared what the end will be but the end is not yet. 

But there is another figure and he comes on the clouds of heaven. This one we are told is like a son of man. Now this is 
a startling picture. The one who comes on the clouds is always God. It was God who came to Israel in a pillar of cloud at 
the time of the exodus (Ex 13:21). When God came down on to Mt Sinai to give Moses the law, He came in a cloud (Ex 
19:16). When God made appearances at the tabernacle it was in a cloud (Lev 16:2). Psalm 68:4 tells us that God rides 
on the clouds� (Also 104:3). 

The phrase �son of man� simply means a human being. So we have a man who is at the same time God. But he is what 
every human being should be. He is in the image of God. 

�Son of man� was simply a way of describing an ordinary human being. Ezekiel describes himself as an ordinary mortal 
man by using this phrase (Ezek 2:1). Ezekiel used this phrase to draw the contrast between himself as an ordinary 
human and God. 

This one is now give dominion. He is now given the right to rule. The right to rule is taken from those who have abused it 
and it is given to the Son of Man. Adam should have ruled the creation but because of his sin he could not even rule his 
own family (Gen 1:26). Finally we have a ruler who rules under the authority of God. Who rules, as God would have a 
man rule. 

At the point where we might have expected God to have stepped in and taken control we read �I looked and there before 
me was one like the Son of Man�. The Ancient of Days does not take dominion over mankind He gives that role to the 
Son of Man. So a man will rule for ever and ever. 
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All through his life Jesus referred to himself as the son of man. Jesus was constantly delighting in the fact that he was a 
chap just like the rest of us. But equally he never forgot that he was also the Son of God, he was God in a way the rest of 
us are not. 

At his trial before the high priest he stated categorically who he was, he was a man, the son of man, but equally he 
proclaimed that they would all see him riding on the clouds of heaven. As he stood there, a bound prisoner, before the 
high priest who was there in all his splendour and power, to have said he would one day ride on the clouds of heaven 
was the most remarkable statement. 

But this Jesus will indeed rule forever and ever. The wise person comes to him now. The wise person comes under his 
Lordship now. The wise person turns to Him now. The nations of this world are all passing away. To be overly scared of 
them or to be overly committed to them is foolishness. The one to revere and the one to be committed to is the One who 
will rule forever. 
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Daniel 7:19-28
The Saints       

Before we get going this morning it is important that we state again that which we said last Sunday. This is apocalyptic 
literature. It is like poetry in that it is not to be read literally. Like poetry apocalyptic literature seeks to stir the emotions. It 
is not precise language. The language is vague and indefinite. But there is nothing indefinite about the point the 
language is making. In one of Wilfred Owen�s war poems he has a line about �men marched asleep� (Dulce Et Decorum 
Est). Now we all know that it is impossible for soldiers to march while they are asleep. No rational person would assume 
for one moment that Owen is trying to say that he saw a company of soldiers marching in their sleep. We all know 
exactly what he is trying to say. He is describing a company of soldiers who are so fatigued that they are incapable of 
doing much more than putting one foot in front of the other. If he were writing prose he might describe what a company of 
extremely fatigued men looked like. But he is a poet and so he uses picture language. Language that touches our 
emotions. 

One of the dangers with reading apocalyptic literature is the temptation to make what we are reading say more than the 
author wanted to say. Once we have got the general impression we have probably got all that the author ever wanted to 
say. 

Between 500 BC and 500 AD there were four great empires. Empires that dominated the whole of the known world. The 
Babylonian empire which lasted less than a 100 years. This empire was followed by the empire of the Medes and the 
Persians. Their empire lasted not a lot longer than the Babylonian one had. Then came the great Greek empire. And 
finally about 100 years before Jesus was born we had the rise of the Roman empire, which lasted longer than any of 
them, not finally collapsing until about 500 AD. 

The vision of the four beasts tells this story. The reason that the empires are pictured as beasts is because that is how 
they will all act. Daniel wrote out these visions at the time of the collapse of the Babylonian empire. There would have 
been many who would have said, �goody, goody�. Now that the Medes and the Persians are here everything is going to 
be wonderful. We always think this at the time of a change of government. But what Daniel wants us to see is that things 
are not going to get better. Each empire will be as bad as the one before it. 

When we say �bad� we mean �bad� in a particular way. The perfect leader is Jesus. Therefore all leadership must be 
measured against Him. The mark of His leadership is His love for those He has authority over. He is the One who laid 
down His life for His people.  

There is only one who will rule with justice, there is only one who will rule in love. Hence there is only one that God will let 
rule for ever and ever. The one who will rule mankind for ever and ever is Jesus. 

Jesus does not force Himself on any one. You can come under His authority or you can refuse to do so. You can allow 
Him to be boss of your life or you can refuse to have Him interfere with your life. 

We are not sure who committed the atrocities on Bali last week (12 Oct). But we do know who committed the ones 
inflicted on the USA on the 11 September last year. It was Al Qaeda. They are an Islamic extremist group. Christianity 
operates inside whatever political system there happens to be. Christians are happy to live under whatever government 
they find themselves. This is not the case with Islam. The goal of Islam is to bring into being Islamic states. Their goal is 
to have Islamic clergymen, run the country and the law of the land to be the Koran. Their goal is to have every person in 
the world a Muslim. One god, one set of laws and one people. Now the extremists are willing to go to any lengths to 
achieve this goal including war.  A jihad is the name of any way, the goal of which is bringing people into the Muslim 
world.  They are willing to inflict the most horrific atrocities on others in an attempt to bring in their style of government. 
Any one who acts like this cannot honestly say that their primary concern is the well being of those they wish to serve! 
Bad rulers are those who rule with much more of an eye on what they can get out of it, and a lot less of an eye on the 
well being of those they rule. 

Jesus does not force anyone to live under Him. What He does is so love us that we end up falling in love with Him and 
chose to come to Him. 

In our democracy our politicians cannot force themselves on us. So what they have to do is convince us that the only 
reason they want to rule over us is for our own good. Hence they promise us the most wonderful things if only we will 
vote for them. Somehow we sense there is something just a little hollow in most of their promises that everything they are 
going to do as leaders will be for �our� benefit.  

I was reading something the other day, and I have to say that I have forgotten where or even who the story was about. 
However this much certainly stuck in my mind. The author was recounting how as a child he was very ill. When he came 
into adulthood and realised how the real world operated it dawned on him that his parents must have forked out a huge 
sum of money to cover the costs of his medical bills. He asked his dad where on earth he had got the money. His dad 
avoided the question. It was not until many years later that he discovered that his parents had sold the family home to 
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pay for his medical expenses. This little story gives yet another glimpse into what good leadership is all about. These 
parents were willing to do whatever it cost to care for the one under their authority. 

The fourth empire, the Roman empire, will come to an end but after it, even though there may never be another world 
empire there will be lots of rulers, horns, who will be just as malignant as the Roman empire ever was. In apocalyptic 
literature ten is always the number of completeness. 

There will be one horn however that will be more pernicious than the others. This ruler will single out the people of God 
and oppress them mercilessly. 

The �horn� is another symbol that was well known. The idea comes from a powerful animal lifting its head in defiance. It 
is a picture of pride and strength (Psa 75:5). It can have a good connotation, however, where the symbol is simply one of 
strength (1 Sam 2:1). The term is frequently used to describe power and is thus a symbol of powerful rulers (1 Kings 
22:11)

It is probably best not to see the eleventh horn as a particular ruler but symbolic of the fact that there will be rulers who 
will make it their business to be particularly anti the people of God. Daniel has told us that the like of, thinking simply in 
terms of modern history, Kim Jong II is to be expected. In the current edition of the Witness (Oct 2002 p18) we are told 
that North Korea under the communist dictatorship of Kim Jong II has made every attempt to purge the land of Christians 
through labour camps, starvation and death sentences. 

Some of the characteristics of their reign are a total disregard for God. In other words full on atheism. A belief that there 
never will be a day of judgement. A changing of the basic laws, in other words a new morality. A changing of the set 
times. Pol Pot for instance tried to rearrange his calendar with a new year one. Hitler set up what he called a thousand 
year reign. But what they will not acknowledge is that the times are set by God. 

Pol Pot was a ruler who operated under a morality that was anything but Godly. Pol Pot ruled Cambodia from the mid 
1970�s. He is a Budhist. He does not believe in God. He believes in the ineluctability of karma and the idea that evil 
suffered is evil deserved. Pol Pot believed that his victims had all made errors and killing them would allow them to be 
reborn as better people in their next lives. The �errors� they had made were that they did not want him to be leader! He 
has never expressed any remorse about the millions he had put to death. Pol Pot had the sort of reasoning that allowed 
him to feel quite justified in having executed his house staff, in Phnom Penh, simply because he was annoyed when a 
power failure disrupted life in his home! (Time 11 Aug 1997 p45).

There is a theory that says the ten horns are some sort of restoration of the old Roman empire. And that the eleventh 
horn is a particular ruler who will be so anti God as to be known as the anti-Christ. Personally I am not convinced that 
Daniel is speaking in language which is that precise. 

Daniel is giving us a picture of the general direction in which history will go. We are not to look for and count off ten 
different rulers. Ten is not meant to be a literal ten. What we are being told is that there will be a succession of kingdoms
and rulers from the time of the exile to the time of the climax of history. Soon Israel will be going home from her exile. It 
would have been easy for them to have thought that from here on they will live at peace in their own land under their own 
king. That is not the way it will be. From here on the people of God, Israel and then the Christians will always have to live 
under rulers who are not godly. 

Some of God�s people will have to endure living under rulers who are like the eleventh horn. But the point is only for a 
limited time. �A time, times and half a time�. This is a symbolic number. There are those who say that it means three and 
a half years. But we have to be very careful about taking a number that is imbedded in apocalyptic literature and making 
it literal. If we make it literal we may lose the full force of the message. No ruler, no matter how powerful, no matter how 
invincible he may appear is there for long. At the appropriate time God will cut him off.  

Daniel saw in the vision the fact that the saints would be defeated (v21) but only for a time. In time the Ancient of Days 
comes. Many a Christian has suffered. But it is all in the temporary bracket. As Paul says the suffering of this time are 
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be ours (Rom 8:18). 

What we are meant to take hold of is the fact that history is going somewhere. It has a very definite end in sight. That end 
is the end of all evil oppressors and the establishing of God�s just and love filled kingdom. 

This means that we live in what Paul calls this �present evil age� (Gal 1:4). Apocalyptic literature communicates this fact 
too. But we do it an injustice if we think we can press it to tell us exactly when this present evil age will come to an end. It 
tells us that it will come to an end and that is about all. 

Our rejoicing in the midst of difficulties is the most remarkable picture to those who are giving us a hard time of just how 
much we do believe.  If everything is going well and things are great, well big deal if we are happy with our lot. But if 
there are difficulties and we are being given a hard time and we are still full of joy then we tend to stand out. The fact that 
we go on being cheerful while in the midst of tension is one of the signs that we really are connected to something much 
bigger than the here and now. 

Last year Diana Thomas was working in Afghanistan with a Christian Aid organisation. Along with other humanitarian aid 
organisations she and her colleagues were very careful not to infringe on any of the Taliban�s regulations against 
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proclaiming Christian teaching. Nevertheless last July she and seven others were arrested and charged with seeking to 
entice people out of the Islamic faith. If found guilty the penalty was death. What legal proceedings there were, were 
conducted in a language that neither she nor the appointed defence lawyer understood. There was no doubt that 
following a show trial Diana was to die. The prison she and the others were kept in was appalling. They were cramped, 
there were lice, scorpions, mice, bed-bugs and one stinking toilet to service about 20 of them. If ever there were 
conditions to bring on depression these were them. But twice daily Diana and her fellow Christian prisoners would hold a 
time of prayer. But not just a time of prayer for themselves and the state of the country but also a time of praise. If fact 
their guards had to ask them not to sing so loudly. Why the singing? Well surely one of the reasons was the Christian 
conviction that the days of evil reigns are numbered. Surely the Christian conviction that no matter how hard things are 
they are not permanent. The permanent is beautiful and nothing, but nothing, can stop the glorious kingdom of Jesus 
coming. 

These kingdoms have a limited life; in contrast the saints of the Most High will enter a kingdom that will last forever and 
ever. This last week as I was travelling I had the radio on in the car and a psychologist was speaking about the 
psychological affects of the Bali bombing. He was saying that as we develop through our childhood years we learn to 
suppress our anxieties about dying. He believes that as we move through our childhood we sense again and again how 
unsafe the world is. We have, he claimed, an inbuilt awareness of just how precarious life is. We seem to know 
instinctively that death can come from any one of a hundred places at any moment of the day. That we have no way of 
making our hearts beat, we have no way of stopping a car crashing into us, we have no control over eating the wrong 
thing. But as we grow up the anxiety of living with this realisation is so strong that our minds convince, wrongly, that life is 
very safe indeed and that nothing will interfere with our living. It is moments like the going off of a bomb in the holiday 
resort of Bali that bring us back to reality. 

But we the people of God do not have to play games with our mind. We know and openly accept that life is very, very 
precarious. Anyone of us may not be here next Sunday. Our anxiety is removed by knowing that death has no fear for 
us. We are those who will live for ever. 

But even more remarkable is the fact that the saints will share in the reign of Jesus in the coming kingdom (v18). Jesus 
will not hog His authority to Himself; He will graciously share it with His people. This is our destiny. Paul alludes to this in 
1 Cor 6:1-11. If this is our destiny then it should affect the way we live now. In whatever areas we have leadership we 
should lead not as a beast getting what we can for ourselves but like Jesus laying down our lives for the ones we have 
the rule over. We should be models of integrity, compassion, honesty and wisdom. 

Following the Bali bombing,  Rowland Croucher, one of our Baptist pastors wrote the following. I conclude with his words:

It is not possible that greed and injustice are forever.

It is not possible that the meek will stay dispossessed.

It is not possible that peacemakers must inevitably fail.

It is not possible that nations will always make war.

It is not possible that the merciful will always be scorned.

It is not possible that forgiveness will at last dry up.

It is not possible that the weak are doomed to be down trodden.

It is not possible that the hungry will always go unsatisfied.

It is not possible that sincere hearts will always be exploited.

It is not possible that laughter shall finally be stilled.

It is not possible that fear will always outwit love.

It is not possible that the cynics will always be right.

It is not possible that goodness will have flowered in vain.

It is not possible that death will render all things futile.

It is not possible that Jesus will ever be forgotten.

It is not possible that faith will die out on earth.
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Daniel 8:1-27
�The sanctuary will be reconsecrated�.        

We now come to Daniel�s second vision. This one came to him two years after the last one. Again all that Daniel wants to 
tell us he tells us in apocalyptic language. Apocalyptic language speaks to the heart not the head. That is not to say that 
it has not got something to say to our heads! It is like the words of a powerful song. For instance we have just sung a 
song about being �carried in the arms of grace�. Now I am a grown man and it is a long time since any one carried me in 
their arms. I certainly know that God does not physically carry me in His arms. Yet on the other hand I know exactly what 
the songwriter means when he says that we are carried in the arms of grace. I know that the songwriter is not using 
literal language. He is using language that speaks to the emotions and to the heart. Not for one moment would the 
songwriter expect us to take his language literally. It is the same too with the writer of apocalyptic language. 

As we make our way through this chapter we must be very careful not to make it say more than Daniel intended it to say. 
There are lots of images here but there is only one main point. And the point is one that was made in the last chapter. 
Evil will not last. God will deliver His people. Perverted people will be brought to an end. In spite of how things may look 
at the moment God will win in the end. Be careful of any interpretation of apocalyptic literature that claims to understand 
every last detail. There is a vagueness about this language that is not meant to be completely cleared up. After telling us 
of his vision Daniel says, �it was beyond understanding�. Daniel is telling us that we must be willing to live with a certain
level of ignorance. To some extent his vision reveals and to some extent it obscures.  

God speaks to Daniel at Susa. Now this vision came to Daniel while the Babylonian empire was still in full swing. The 
point being Susa was an out of the way place but in time it was to become a very significant city in the empire of the 
Medes and the Persians. As Daniel visited this city God alerted him to its future. This city is going to be a principal city in 
the empire of the Medes and the Persians. An empire that is now pictured as a two horned ram. 

The ram was �two horned� to picture the fact that it was an empire of two nations, the Medes and the Persians. This ram 
takes control of the scene. Nothing could stand against it. There is nothing new here. Nebuchadnezzar had been told 
that the head of gold would give way to the chest of bronze. In the last vision Daniel had been told that the lion would 
give way to the bear. And now here, nothing can stand against the ram. Well there was nothing - except Babylon. So the 
message comes through again. Babylon is coming to an end. 

But the ram is not invincible. The ram will not last. The Medes and the Persians will not do any better than the 
Babylonians. No sooner had the ram become �great� than a goat comes rushing into the picture and with phenomenal 
energy attacks the ram knocking him to the ground and trampling over him. 

Nebuchadnezzar had been told that the empire of silver would not last. It would be replaced by an empire of bronze. 
Daniel had been told that the bear would be over taken by the leopard. And now here we have the same picture the ram 
overtaken by a goat. The empire of the Medes and the Persians was to be replaced by the empire of the Greeks. 

We notice two things about this goat. One, the speed with which he arrives and second, his prominent horn. The arrival 
of the empire that was to succeed the empire of the Medes and Persians had been pictured in the last vision as a 
leopard. It also had wings. The same image is here. This goat was travelling so fast that its feet were not even touching 
the ground. The picture is of speed. As we know Alexander the Great moved across the world with breath taking speed. 
The speed with which he brought the whole of the known world under his control is a phenomena of history. The speed 
with which he dominated everything from Italy to India in an unbelievably short time is still one of the great military stories 
of all time. It was not for nothing that this man was called �great�.

The other notable thing about this goat is the prominent horn. This horn speaks of Alexander who was the undisputed 
leader of the Greek world. But his power does not last. It is cut off. Alexander died at the age of 33 in 323 BC. His empire 
did not go to his two sons, both of whom were murdered, but to his four chief generals. These men are represented by 
the four horns. 

As an aside, Alexander was one of those people who was broken by the intensity with which he had gone after his goal. 
He was a man who had simply exhausted himself in his efforts to bring under his control every land that he could 
possibly get his armies to. He put all his considerable energies into achieving a goal which having achieved he was too 
weak to enjoy. The power to enjoy his achievement had been sacrificed by the colossal expenditure in getting there. 

He is not alone. How many others having finally achieved their fortune, or their high position, or some other notable 
achievement, have so burnt themselves out that they are unable to enjoy it. Or they have done so much damage to 
home and health that they have no one to enjoy their fruit with.

It is not for nothing that God instructs us to have one day off per week. One day when we leave the pressures of our daily 
work. One day when we hang loose. One day when we do not attempt to achieve much at all! A day of rest. A day that 
will bring balance into our lives. A day for family, hobbies and exercise. And if we are very wise, a day for worship and 
spiritual nourishment. 
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From one of the horns came a smaller one. This smaller horn moves against the Beautiful Land. We are dealing with a 
successor who becomes involved in the land of Judah. The Beautiful Land being of course the Promised Land. 

From our vantage point in time there is no doubt that the ruler who in time comes to cause such trouble to the people of 
God was a man called Antiochus IV. The vision leaves the story of the early days of the Greek empire and jumps forward 
200 years to look at the man who ruled over that part of the Greek empire which controlled Judea. 

Antiochus IV was the eighth king of the Seleucid dynasty, which was one of the four powers into which the Greek empire 
was divided after the death of Alexander. From the standpoint of world history this man was very insignificant. Along side 
Alexander he is a total nobody. But he is very significant in the history of the people of God because of his pernicious 
attack on everything to do with God. 

Because of the rebellion of this man (v12) against God the people of God suffer, the sacrificial system is brought to a 
stand still and the Word of God is treated with contempt. 

Just to touch very quickly on the history. Following the end of the Babylonian empire the Jews were allowed to go home 
and re-establish their own land. But they were not a sovereign state. They were always a part of whichever empire ruled 
the world. First, the Medes and the Persians then the Greeks and finally the Romans. 

Antiochus ruled his section of the Greek empire from Syria. He was very keen to have a cohesive and homogenised 
people under his authority. His goal was to have everyone speaking Greek, living by Greek customs, worshiping Greek 
gods, being in every way part of Greek culture. 

In order to achieve his goal he needed to force the Jews to cooperate with his plans. For this to happen the Jews would 
have to stop being Jews. 

Antiochus insisted that Jews no longer circumcise their boys, he insisted that pig be in the diet, and refused to allow the 
temple to function. He put an altar to the god Zeus in the temple and had pig meat offered on it. He indulged in great 
cruelty, killing many thousands. 

His goal was to make sure there was no one who worshiped, served or followed God. Hence he was not simply dealing 
with a small nation called Israel he was taking on the God who had called Israel into being. This is why it says he took his 
stand against the Prince of princes. 

This horn takes on the hosts of heaven by interfering with the sacrifices at the temple and throwing to the ground the 
truth, or the Word of God. It was the Word that nourished their souls. Cut them off from their bibles and he was half way 
home. 

Antiochus was determined to rid the world of the people of God. 

But the words that we must never forget are in verse 14 �the sanctuary will be reconsecrated�. The temple was more 
than a building. It was the place where God was worshiped. This man is trying to bring the worship of God to an end. Not 
possible. The church is now the temple of God. It is the place where God is worshiped. It is not possible to destroy the 
church. 

Daniel is told that the vision concerns the time of the end. At first glance we might think that the vision is dealing with the 
end of history, but not so. 

The vision is not dealing with the ultimate end but with the end of the pain brought on by Antiochus. Daniel is just about 
to be told explicitly that the ram represents the empire of the Medes and the Persians and the goat represents the empire 
of the Greeks. From the vision that Nebuchadnezzar had and the last vision Daniel had we know the Greek empire is not 
the last one. So whatever happens at the end of the Greek period cannot be the final end of all things. But what happens 
at the end of Antiochus� reign is a picture of what happens at the end of all things.  The end of Antiochus is not the end 
but an end and a symbolic picture of the end. 

The people of God are to know that in the end God will bring Antiochus down. He will be destroyed but not by human 
power. God Himself will take him out. Now in fact there were those who fought very fiercely against this man. But at the 
end of the day it was not their military skills which caused him to back off and leave Israel alone. It was God. Those who 
fought against Antiochus were hopelessly out classed. In one sense there was no way they could win. But in another 
sense there was no way they could lose. After three years of the most intense gorilla warfare Antiochus gave up trying to 
turn Jerusalem in to a model Greek city and allowed the Jews to carry on in their own way. The temple was rededicated 
and the sacrifices recommenced. 

Even though it was God who brought the victory nevertheless He did it through those Jews who fought. Many Jews were 
not willing to lie down and let Antiochus have his way. Many did, by the way. God used the Jews who took up arms to 
win an un-winnable war. That we know God will ultimately bring in an everlasting kingdom of goodness does not mean 
we should not fight evil where ever we find it. Evil always pushes on until it is confronted by a force greater than itself. 
Evil never simply decides one day to be good. 
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It is hard for us to comprehend just how stressful a time this was for the Jews. Some terrible atrocities took place. There 
were moments when people could have been forgiven for thinking that the nation was about to become a secular state 
and no longer the people of God. 

The first half of the chapter concludes with the question �how long will these horrible events last?�  How long will God�s 
sanctuary be trampled upon and treated with contempt? The answer is given, 2,300 evenings and mornings. Or 2,300 
morning sacrifices and 2,300 evening sacrifices which means 1,150 days or just over three years. 

There are those who have spent no small amount of energy trying to get an exact fit of the 1,150 days to the period of 
persecution under Antiochus. Do we start counting from the day that the sacrifices were stopped? Or from the day the 
High Priest was removed? Do we finish the count with the reinstating of the High Priest or with the death of Antiochus? 
There is no real exact fit. There never was going to be. The figure was not given in order that the Jews living under 
Antiochus could work out exactly when their time of suffering would come to an end. The number was never meant to be 
an exact period of time, the number is symbolic showing that the reign of terror was limited. The figure was given for only 
one reason, that they might know the period would come to an end. In their darkest hour those who believed what Daniel 
had said knew and knew with a deep assurance that the end was going to be okay. They knew that this Antiochus would 
not succeed in his quest to destroy the faith of the people of God. They knew that this Antiochus would in time fail. They 
knew that the future belonged to the people of God not to Antiochus. 

In Revelation 12 it was 1,260 days that the dragon makes war on the woman. The message is the same. Persecution is 
only ever for a limited time. 

The question asked in verse 13 is, �how long?� The question is not �why?� The matter of why such agony for the people 
of God is not touched on. Only the matter of how long such suffering lasts. In Psalm 6 David describes something of his 
agony but the question, �why am I in agony?� is not asked. The question David asks is �how long will this agony last?� 

When Antiochus sought to obliterate the people of God those who were aware of what Daniel had written knew that this 
was not simply a matter of Antiochus versus the Jews it was a matter of the little horn who presumed to fight the Prince 
of princes. 

Daniel received this vision during the exile. Jerusalem and the temple were nothing more than a heap of ruins. Hence he 
is told this vision �concerns the distant future�. It concerns a time when the temple would be restored and functioning 
again. 

When powerful people seek to hurt and undermine and destroy the people of God they unwittingly put themselves into a 
battle with God Himself, a battle that they can never ever win. The people of God are invincible. 

When Daniel saw into the future what he saw was in vague form was Antiochus. But not just Antiochus. Antiochus acts 
as a model of all who seek to destroy the people of God. His end will be the end of all who seek to annihilate the church. 
Just 200 years into the future was to come a man who would seek to destroy the people of God. He will march on to the 
scene of history believing that he can bring to an end the people who love God. God gives Daniel a glimpse of this man. 
Because what happens to this man will happen to all who seek to do the same. This man is the first of many who have 
thought they can remove God�s people off the face of the earth. 

Antiochus was anti God. In every generation there will be those who are anti God or anti Christ. But no anti Christ person 
will ever last. Equally there will be no end of evil rulers. 

Antiochus is simply a picture of all those who seek to oppose the coming of the kingdom of God. 

Last week we mentioned Kim Jong II the leader of North Korea. This man is making every attempt to purge the land of 
Christians through labour camps, starvation and death sentences. This is a terrible time of suffering for the Christians of 
North Korea. But will he succeed? No! He cannot. He is an other Antiochus and all the Antiochus�s of this world are 
doomed to failure. Kim Jong II is anti Christ, he is anti Christian, he is anti God. His fate has already been decreed by 
God. 

Or what about the jihad that is in full swing in Indonesia at present. We have all been deeply disturbed by the terrorist 
bombing of the nightclub in Bali. This bomb attack, and others like it, must be understood in terms of the strategic goals 
and world view of the Islamic terrorist organisations which carry them out.  All these groups aim to establish the Islamic 
shari'a or 'Islamic way' as the law of the land.  They oppose existing regimes in Muslim countries, which are rejected as 
un-Islamic.  A second belief they share is that jihad is the best method for bringing this objective about. Countless books, 
tracts and training schools emphasise these two principles. One of the out workings of this belief has been an escalation 
of attacks on Christian communities in Indonesia.  The Barnabas Fund (UK) reported at the end of 2000 that half a 
million Christians have become internally displaced; more than 5,000 people have been killed; and as many as 7,000 
have been forcibly converted to Islam.   Since 1996 over 500 churches have been attacked. (Indonesian Christian 
Communications Forum). There are renewed calls today for Indonesia to become a shari'a state. However an obstacle to 
imposition of the shari'a, apart from the many moderate Muslims, is the handful of provinces with significant Christian 
populations, or, in the case of Bali, a majority Hindu population. In November 2000 the Laskar Jihad militia announced 
'We intend during this Ramadan to ... carry out various activities paving the way for full shari'a at least in places that have 
now become exclusively Islam, such as the islands of Ternate, Tidore and Bacan.'  This is a kind of code for religious 
cleansing of Christians from those regions.  The town of Poso in Central Sulawesi used to have a population of 40,000, 



29/10/2009 C:\Documents and Settings\DAVID\My Documents\Beaconsfield\Danielcom\DanielWeb.doc
Page 36 of 54

mostly Christian.  By the end of 2002 it had been reduced to an exclusively Muslim population of 5,000, with all of its 
churches destroyed.  Reports of the Laskar Jihad's operations in Ambon and Sulawesi describe a systematic 
progression through villages and towns, sometimes using equipment such as bulldozers, petrol tankers, rocket launchers 
and other military hardware.  Villages are looted, burnt out and razed to the ground. Indonesia's top political and security 
minister, has said of them 'They also play a role in defending truth and justice that is expected by Muslims in Indonesia.  
For me, as far as what they are doing is legal and not violating the law, then this is okay'. (The bulk of this paragraph was
taken from an email from Mark Durie. Mark is an expert on the language and culture of the Acehnese, a Muslim people 
of Indonesia. He is currently working as an Anglican minister at St Hilary's Anglican Church Kew.)

Do we despair of the church surviving in Indonesia? Never! The church there is going through a terrible time. But the 
church will survive. The church in Indonesia cries out �how long?�. The answer is 2,300 mornings and evenings. We do 
not know how long. What we do know is that the time of persecution is limited. �The sanctuary will be restored�.

What about our own caustic culture. It is anything but Christian. I heard a theologian on the radio the other evening 
pointing out that when Prince Charles spoke publicly following the death of his grandmother, the Queen Mother, he did 
not say one word about God, heaven, a Saviour, or any other Christian concept. He did not tell us that his grandmother 
loved God but that she loved life. His comments were all about his grandmother�s relationship to life not about her 
relationship to God. In his comments the Prince was reflecting the thinking of the day. These days when someone dies 
that is just what we say. �They loved life�. Life is now seen as the thing for which we live. We live to enjoy life. We live life 
to the full. Life is now seen as the most powerful force. Life is now the highest good. There is no God only life. This 
thinking has so pervaded our culture that we have people who will not allow us to cut down trees because they have life 
in them. Killing animals is seen by some as a crime because the animals have life and life that should not be taken away 
from them. Capital punishment is now seen as abhorrent because no one should have the right to take life away from 
anyone else. Life is too precious for even the state to touch. Compare this with Noah. When he stepped out of the ark 
there was no life on the planet accept that which was within his ark. Yet the first thing he did was kill. He took some of the 
very few sheep and slaughtered them. He believed in a God who created life. He loved a God who made life. Life was 
not the final power or highest good. God was. Noah did not worship life. He worshiped God and therefore he was quite 
willing to sacrifice life. 

Daniel tells us that he was appalled by the vision. It is a horrible thought to contemplate that the future contains the like of 
Antiochus. Daniel was appalled at the evil that lay in the future. Evil will always appal us. But equally it will not bring 
despair for we know that evil will not last.  

These aggressive evil rulers are all pictured as beasts. Strong, belligerent, defiant and cruel. Yet none of them last. It is 
interesting that the ruler who rules forever is also pictured as an animal. A lamb. And not just a lamb, a lamb that has 
been slaughtered. 

It is this type of leadership that causes men and women to follow and to follow forever. We follow the one who loves us. 
Our King comes not to be served but to serve (Mark 10:45)

The rule of God is not like the rule of the beasts who force people to follow them. It is the rule of a King who offers 
Himself as a sacrifice for His subjects. 

When Pliny was governor in the days of the emperor Trajan he had to explain why it was that he had been unsuccessful 
in stamping out the sect called Christians. He said that he had tried arresting, fines, imprisonment, beatings, torture, and 
various forms of execution in order to get them to renounce Jesus but all to no avail. In trying to excuse himself before 
the emperor, he said �those who are really Christian cannot be compelled to give up Jesus no matter what I do�. 

There is a story from Greek history that the wife of one of the generals of Cyrus the ruler of Persia was accused of 
treachery and was condemned to die. At first her husband did not know what was taking place. But as soon as he heard 
about it he rushed to the palace and burst into the throne room, he threw himself on the floor before the king and cried 
out �oh my lord Cyrus take my life instead of hers, let me die in her place�. Cyrus, who by all historical accounts was a 
noble and extremely sensitive man was touched by this offer. He said �love like that must not be spoilt by death�. Then 
he gave the husband back his wife. As they walked away the husband said to his wife �did you notice how kindly the king 
looked at us when he gave you the pardon?� The wife replied �I had no eyes for anyone save the man who was willing to 
die in my place�. 

The people of God are loyal to God because they serve a God who would die for them. We love Him because He first 
loved us. 
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No.10
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 3 November 2002

Daniel 9:1-27
The Prayer.        

Here Daniel tells us of one of his prayers and God�s response to it. This event took place in the first year of Darius. 
Darius was the first ruler of the new empire of the Medes and the Persians. As far as we can tell Darius was either 
another name for Cyrus, who we know to be the emperor of the new empire or a high official under Cyrus in charge of 
the capital city, Babylon. The point, however is, we are now under a new government. It was the Babylonians who had 
taken the Jews into exile and now they were finished. We also know it was in the very early days of the new power that 
permission was given for the Jews to go home and rebuild their city and the temple. But some months before that edict 
was given we find Daniel at prayer. 

We know that Daniel used to pray three times every day. This was the reason that he ended up in the lions� den. In fact 
the lions� den episode also took place in the very early days of Darius� reign. So, in fact, earlier this same year. 

Prayer is integral to being a human being. When God created you He created you with the capacity, ability, and desire to 
communicate.  One does not have to teach a child to communicate. The toddler is keen to express her/him self. The 
moment they have any sort of vocabulary at all they are away and you cannot shut them up. Not that you would want to! 
In particular kids love talking to mum and dad. I remember as a child that I came to hate the newspaper. When dad came 
home from work all I and my brother wanted to do was talk to him. But the first thing that he had to do every evening was 
read his paper. 

Jesus is the perfect human being. He is the model human being. He is every thing that every one should be. And what is 
Jesus doing right now? Praying. He is at the right hand of God interceding for us (Rom 8:34 & Heb 7:25).

So in a very real sense not to pray is to go against the very way we were created to function as human beings. One 
theologian (Rev. Dr. G. Bingham) says you cannot but help pray. The cry of �oh my God� or �oh Christ� is nothing less 
than a deep-seated subconscious inner urge to pray. Equally it could be argued that much self-talk is perverted prayer. 
So badly do we need to communicate that we talk to ourselves for hours. That self-talk should be chatting to God. It is 
not for nothing that Paul tells us to pray constantly (1 Thes 5:14-19).

Daniel took prayer very seriously. It was not something to be fitted in if and when there was time. It was something that 
he put his whole mind and heart into. He was fasting. For a day, two days, three days. We do not know but we do know 
that in order that his praying might have top priority in his thinking he deliberately was going without food. The sackcloth 
and ashes were also physical expressions of what he was feeling. He comes before God in old clothes and with ashes 
on his head. He acts out how he is feeling, humbled and ashamed. Many people feel a real need to kneel when they 
pray. This is acting out of the attitude of submission. In much the same way that we would bow if introduced to the 
Queen. In our tradition we make it a practice of shutting our eyes when we pray. We will often bow our heads too. These 
gestures are a bringing of our bodies into line with our attitude. The most important thing however is the attitude.  

Daniel was a man who read his bible. Obviously the reading of his bible was part of his prayer time. Daniel had no 
temple that he could go to. But he had his bible that he could go to. He knew what Jeremiah had said. Jeremiah did most 
of his preaching just before the Babylonians struck Judea. Jeremiah�s words were strong and totally uncompromising. 
God was about to send destruction upon His people because of their sins. The destruction would come in the form of 
being swallowed up into the Babylonian empire. Jerusalem and its temple would go. The people were to be taken into 
exile (Jer 25:8-14 & 29:10). But the exile was not to be indefinite. After 70 years the Babylonians would fall and the 
people of God would come home.  Isaiah prophesied the same thing �Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed. That her sin has been paid 
for, that she has received from the Lord�s hand double for all her sins� (Isa 40:1).

If what Jeremiah had said was true then with the collapse of the Babylonian regime must come the opening of a door for 
the Jews to come out of exile and go home. 

Upon reading these words Daniel�s heart was filled with hope. The future was about to change. Life in exile was coming 
to a close. Now Daniel was a busy man and many were the responsibilities on his shoulders. Although not mentioned we 
assume he had a wife and family. He would certainly have been very active in his local synagogue. He had huge 
responsibilities at work. He too would have had to have dealt with the one hundred and one things that complicate life the 
same as we all do. 

But in reading the bible his mind was taken to bigger things. This rich prayer is not about how he will pay his mortgage, it 
is not about his kids, it is not about the latest problem down at the synagogue. No, following his reading of the bible he is
caught up in something much bigger. We should bring to God our everyday issues. But our lives should also be on a 
bigger plane than that. Like Daniel we should be praying also about the big stuff. 

The way the Muslims are trying to bring the world to Islam is by war. The jihad is the principle way in which they hope to 
win the whole world to Allah. They are going to force people in. In this way they are acting like the beasts that Daniel has 
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been describing. The way that the Lamb brings people to Himself is through love. We come to so love Jesus that we 
follow Him. This is the way that we do evangelism too. While the Islamic terrorists go into towns and terrorise people into 
becoming Muslims the Christians go into towns and set up hospitals and schools. We import food and not guns. We care 
for lepers and orphans. 

Now this is stuff we should be praying about. To pray �thy kingdom come� means to be praying that God will keep a 
constant stream of men and women going out into the world. The effect of the life of Mother Teresa will be greater than 
the effect of the attack on the twin towers or the Bali bombs. God moves forward with little old ladies. And these so called 
weak ones will win the day. We need to be praying for more and more people to go out and live for Jesus. 

I spent last Thursday morning in West Melbourne. One of our pastors has just moved into the area and one of his goals 
in moving there with his wife and family is to establish a church in Docklands. As he explained to me how he was going 
to go about it I found his dream infectious. All of a sudden I found myself wanting to join him in praying to see God do 
something new and special. I hope you pray about our Lighthouse and our M&M and our Happening programs. Not to 
mention our building program. 

God is doing some great stuff and if we kept our eyes on it a little more, a lot of our personal problems would take on a 
better sense of proportion. 

The first year of the new empire of the Medes and the Persians was 539. That means that 70 years earlier was 609. But 
this was not the year that Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. He did that in 586. So the exile has not 
lasted exactly 70 years. I do not think that any one ever thought in terms of a literal 70 years counting down to the last 
month. The 70 has a theological significance rather than being simply a fixed figure. We must not become so 
preoccupied with the number 70 that we miss the truth that the number declares. Seventy is seven, a complete number, 
multiplied by ten, another complete number. On the other hand 70 could be seen as the symbolic number of a life time. 
(By the way the book of Chronicles treats the 70 years exile as a symbolic 70 years for in Chronicles the exile is recorded 
as being 47 years long.) 

One of the sins for which Israel went into exile was the sin of not keeping the Sabbath. Every seven years the land was 
supposed to lie fallow. It was to be given a rest (Lev 25:1-7 7 26:31-35). This command had not been kept so instead of 
one year in seven there being no farming there was 70 years of no farming. But it was not a literal 70 years it was 
symbolic, the land was given a 70 year sabbatical to make up for what it had been denied.  (2 Chron 36:21). In the 
punishment of the exile the land enjoyed its Sabbath. 

Daniel sees from the scripture that the exile is coming to an end. Knowing this was God�s will, he prayed that the exile 
would come to an end. Daniel prays with passion for he knows that what he is asking for is exactly what God wishes to 
do. He has no doubt that what he is asking for is in the will of God. 

Daniel�s prayers follow his bible reading. He sees what God has promised and then He asks God for that. This is how 
God would have us pray. Seek out His promises and ask God for those. 

God wants His word to go into all the world (Matt 28:20). God wants you filled with the fruits of the spirit (Gal 5:22). God 
wants unity in the church (Eph 4: ). God wants you to cast all your cares on Him (1 Pet 5:7). God wants you to know that 
He will never leave you or forsake you (Heb 13:5). God wants you to know that He will meet all your needs (Phil 4:19). 
When you come to God in prayer these are the things to bring before God. 

God wants us to be dependant on Him.  In the days when our kids were growing up they did not think twice about the 
fact that I provided them with everything. And this is the way that it should be. It was my joy and privilege to be their 
provider. Never once did they have to ask for something to eat in an apologetic manner. When they were hungry they 
were quite up front about the matter! They knew they only had to ask and they would receive. We have the same kind of 
relationship with God. He is a Father who is keen to provide for His kids. We are meant to live dependant upon Him the 
same as my kids were meant to be dependant on me. 

In Luke 11:5-9 Jesus tells the parable of the expectant friend.  The scene is a Palestinian village. There were no shops. 
There were regular market days but no shops as such. In the village every one would  know each other very intimately. 
Most of the villagers would have lived in one room huts. In the day time the door was open and all welcome. But at night 
time the door shut and none welcome. The reason for this is that the door to your home is also the door to your bedroom. 
At night all went to bed early due to there being no artificial light. The whole family slept in same room on a raised 
platform. Bread was baked each morning by the women of the village. The bread would not keep and so this was a daily 
chore.  The baking was done at a common oven. So all knew how much bread each family had. Now in summer 
travellers would tend to rest in the heat of the day and then walk on well into the evening, indeed well into the night in 
order to avoid the worst of the heat. So the arrival of guests at a late hour in the summer was not an uncommon 
experience. More, the extending of hospitality was very important. In this story a man receives guests but is unable to 
meet their needs. He has no bread and will have none until his wife starts baking in the morning. This man represents us. 
We do not have enough resources to live. So he goes "shamelessly" to borrow from the neighbour who he knows has 
spare bread.  The whole village's honour is on show here. He would not have had to go to more than one home that 
night.  The stress is on "can you imagine him not getting up to get the bread?" Well he might not get up for friendship 
sake, but for the honour of the village he will get up.  The man is a man of honour and will not fail to do the right thing. So 
too God is a God of honour and will not fail to do the right thing.  He is the perfect friend who will always deliver. 
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Do you see how Daniel is addressed? Gabriel tells him that he is �highly esteemed�. What would that have done for 
Daniel�s self esteem? What reassurance that his prayers were welcomed and treated with great respect. But are we not 
in the same position? Are we not also �highly esteemed�? We surely are. We who are linked to Jesus. We who are 
covered by Jesus. We who know Jesus as our Saviour. We are also highly esteemed. We are God�s beloved children. 

Daniel was not a priest. Daniel was a government official. He was a public servant. He spent all day every day at work in 
some sort of office. But he prays. The point is anyone can pray. And pray he does, three times every day. 

Notice how Daniel prays. He is using the word �we�. Daniel does not come to God alone. This is a group activity. God did 
not just call Daniel. God called a group called the Jews. He did not just call you, He called a group called the church. This
morning we will be partaking of communion. This is not something we do alone. We always do it in community. I have 
been asked on occasions to take communion to shut in folk. Each time that I have, I have got together a group. 
Communion is not something to be taken alone. As we come around this table we are reminded that we are part of a 
community. God does not deal with us in isolation. He deals with us in community. 

Daniel was in fact, from all that we can see, a very Godly man. Yet he stands with the community which was anything but 
Godly. He does not stand back from them and say, �they sinned�. No, he says, �we sinned�. 

Without a doubt Daniel was a good man. In fact he lived a more honourable life than most. But he also knew that he was 
not a perfect man. He knew that in the depth of his heart where others could not see there were all sorts of wrong. None 
of us had better put ourselves above anyone else. We must never ever think for one moment that our sin was easier for 
Jesus to die for than the sin of the worst sinner we know. 

During the apartheid era in South Africa one wing of the church insisted that Black people not say �Our Father who art in 
heaven� but �The Father who art in heaven�. We stand appalled that anyone should think that they have the right to 
change the words of the Lord�s prayer. We are offended that certain White folk should want to see themselves as not 
sharing God with Black folk. But we too must watch for the same tendencies in our own hearts.    

Daniel did not pray �Lord turn away your anger because we have improved�. No he said �Lord turn away your anger 
because you are full of mercy�. Daniel speaks of the mercy of God. God is merciful in that the exile only last 70 years. 
God is merciful in that He has not finished with His people forever. 

If the relationship between Israel and God is to be restored it can only be so if God is merciful. To be merciful in the face
of hostility is terribly costly, but God is willing to bear that cost. The length to which God will go in order to be reconciled 
with us will become fully apparent when Jesus goes to the cross. 

In his prayer Daniel reminds God of where it all started; in Him bringing them out of Egypt. Daniel makes his appeal 
based on the Lord�s reputation. 

Because the temple had been demolished and the Jews were all in exile many had come to the conclusion that God was 
nothing more than a delusion. God�s name was being dishonoured as a result of the exile. 

Daniel asks God to act because the city and these people bear His name. In other words Jeremiah had said that God 
would restore the city. Well if God has said that and then He does not restore the city the name of God would be held up 
to ridicule. God had said that He would bring the people home after 70 years, well if He does not act His name will be 
held up to ridicule. When Daniel asks God to look with favour on His desolate sanctuary the actual words are �make your 
face shine�. These are the words of the great priestly blessing (Num 6:24-26).

Daniel wants to see his people go home. But more importantly he wants to see God honoured. In fact seeing God 
honoured was what filled his prayer with passion. Daniel wants everyone to see how loving and forgiving his God is. Only 
a loving God would restore the Jews after what they had done. Daniel knew that the exile was not enough to atone for 
the wrong they had done. Daniel knew they were not now pure and holy people. If God were to wait until they were pure 
and holy He would have to wait forever. 

So it is with us. That God goes on extending mercy and grace to us day by day bears testimony to the goodness of God. 
When people see the way that God hangs in with us in spite of our failings it is all testimony to the goodness of God. 

Men like Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King and Gandhi are held in the highest esteem. These are men who 
suffered the most awful provocation, these are men who suffered much at the hands of others. Yet each in their own way 
refused to enter into retaliation. Each in their own way extended forgiveness to those who perpetrated evil toward them.  
Their stories do not in any way cause us to make light of those who brought suffering into their lives. But their stories 
cause us to honour them as men capable of the most remarkable forgiveness. 

No one has been provoked more than God and no one has forgiven more than God. 
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No.11
A Sermon Preached at the
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Daniel 9:20-27
Seventy �sevens�.        

Daniel�s prayer concerns the end of the exile and the restoring of Israel to her homeland. It concerns Israel�s time of 
punishment coming to an end. But Daniel knows that at the end of the day her time in exile was not sufficient punishment 
to atone for her sins. The exile was horrific but her sin was much more horrific. Daniel will live to see Israel return to 
Jerusalem. But if Israel is restored and re-established it will not be because she has earned her way back. Daniel knows 
that the exile will not pay for the sins of Israel. Hence there has to be more to the story. What Daniel needs to know is 
how can God redeem a sinful people? On what basis can God show mercy to sinners?

So it is that Gabriel comes. Gabriel does not come to tell Daniel that Israel is going home. No, he has no need to do that. 
That fact will become obvious to all in just a few short years. Gabriel comes to point Daniel to a fuller out working of the 
period of 70 years. Gabriel tells Daniel that if he is really interested in God�s purpose in history then he needs to look 
beyond the exile and to think not in terms of 70 years but in terms of seventy times seven. 

What Gabriel wants Daniel to see is that the �seventy� years is anything but the end of the matter. The ultimate purposes 
of God will not be achieved simply with the Jews going home and rebuilding their temple. There is going to be �seventy 
�sevens��. 

By the way, Jesus too used exactly the same type of language when He wanted to point to a greater period of time (Matt 
18:21&22). Peter thought that forgiving someone seven times was pretty good. Jesus pointed out that seven times was 
not nearly enough, seventy times seven was much more like it. But in saying seventy times seven Jesus was not 
suggesting for one moment that once we have forgiven someone 490 times we have done our duty. Jesus was hinting at 
an attitude to forgiving that went well beyond any form of counting. 

Speaking in terms of �sevens� was not uncommon to the Jews. In the matter of the year of Jubilee they were not told to 
hold it every fiftieth year, but to �count off seven Sabbaths of years � seven times seven years � so that the seven 
Sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years� (Lev 25:8) and the year of Jubilee would then fall on the next 
year. 

So �seventy �sevens�� is just another way of saying 490 years. Seventy lots of seven years. So the real atonement comes 
at the end of not seventy years but seventy times seven years. But as with the way Jesus used the phrase there is more 
going on than simply talking in terms of 490.

Gabriel says that there are five goals toward which God is working not simply the one goal of the Jews going home.  
Daniel could see that the end of the exile was in sight. What Daniel must understand is that the purposes of God would 
not finish there. There was still a long way to go. 

Gabriel tells Daniel that God�s mercy and His concern for His honour will reach a climax when; transgression has 
finished, sin has been put to an end, iniquity has been atoned for, everlasting righteousness has been brought in, the 
prophecy has been sealed and the most Holy One has been anointed. 

What Gabriel says in verse 24 answers the first half of Daniel�s prayer. The heart of the first half of the prayer was asking
God about sin. The heart of verse 24 is that sin will be done away with, there will be an end to it and the punishment 
which follows it. 

The first clue as to what is needed is in the fact that Gabriel comes at the time of the evening sacrifice. The evening 
sacrifices were held mid-afternoon. There were no sacrifices at that time. But the moment each day when they would 
normally have been conducted they were remembered. 

As Daniel was praying for forgiveness his mind was dwelling on the problem of the demolished temple. Daniel knew that 
there was no way that sin could be forgiven without sacrifice. So how could God forgive and restore the nation if there 
was no one making sacrifice? Hence Daniel�s prayer that God would make His face to shine upon the sanctuary that is 
now desolate. Daniel prays at the time of the sacrifice but Daniel must have faith that God will deal with sin, including his 
own even though there is no temple or altar. 

Daniel knew that without sacrifice there could be no removal of sin. Gabriel is now going to point to a sacrifice that would 
supersede all other sacrifices. 

More, it was at the temple that people met with God. It was to the temple that people came to do business with God. 
There was a sense in which people believed that God dwelt at the temple. 

At the end of the seventy �sevens� God will finish transgression. To finish transgression means that sin in all its forms will 
come to an end. This means we are dealing with God�s final triumph and the end of human history. For sin to be finally 
done away with means that the kingdom of God has arrived in all its fullness.  Gabriel is speaking of the coming of the 
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�new heavens and the new earth�. Gabriel is speaking of the day when the Kingdom of God will come in all its fullness. 
This is the day of �no more crying, or mourning�. This is the day of paradise restored. This is the day when the lamb will 
lay down with the lion. This is the day when �men will make war no more�. 

But no guilty person can ever enter paradise. So if there is no atoning for our wickedness then none of us can enter 
heaven. But if sin can be atoned for it means that God can receive us, it means that God can extend mercy to us without 
at the same time being unjust. At the end of the day it was this assurance that the prayer was feeling after.  Only with the 
sin problem dealt with can God then bring in everlasting righteousness. 

How can our sin be atoned for? Judgement must fall on all our wrongdoing. The wrath of God must be poured out on 
evil. And that includes the evil that you and I have done. Gabriel tells Daniel that in the final �seven� the anointed one will 
suffer a violent death, that is, he will be �cut off�. Here is the answer. Some one is going to suffer in our place. The 
language reminds us of Isaiah. 

Isaiah, too, spoke of the period of time surrounding the end of exile. �Comfort, comfort My people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that 
she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins� (Isa 40:1&2). Here are warm words to Israel telling her that 
her exile is over. That she can go home. But like Daniel there is no thought in Isaiah�s mind that the exile has really paid 
the price for Israel�s sin. She is going home because of God�s mercy. If God were to give Israel justice then the nation 
would be wiped out. The nation would be �cut off�. The nation would be dead. But God does not bring full justice to Israel. 
He brings mercy. But nevertheless there still must be justice. 

So it is that Isaiah introduces us to the one we know as the �suffering servant�. �He was despised and rejected by men, a 
man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we 
esteemed Him not. Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, 
smitten by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all� (Isa 53:3-6). 

That He will have �nothing� refers to a total disaster that will overwhelm Him. We speak of the man who will cry out �My 
God, My God, why have you forsaken Me�. We speak of Jesus. The only reason that God can extend mercy to anyone is 
because He gives up His own beloved Son in order that His Son might carry the full consequences of all our sin. Sin can 
be atoned for because we have a substitute. Someone who will stand in our place and bear the wrath of God on all the 
evil that we have ever been a part of. 

The sealing up of the prophecy means the verifying of the prophecy. To seal a document is to authenticate its content 
with one�s seal and/or signature. God will authenticate all that Jeremiah has said by bringing it to pass. What Jeremiah 
had prophesied concerning the exile coming to an end is just about to come to pass and hence the restabilising of 
Jerusalem will verify all that Jeremiah had prophesied. And just as the end of the exile came to pass in accordance with 
God�s Word so we can rest assured that the day when sin will be atoned for will come, and the day when all everlasting 
righteousness will commence will also come.    

The last thing that will happen is the most holy will be anointed. What holy place is in mind is not mentioned, but the 
context gives us the answer. As the Babylonian empire was coming to a close every Jew was thinking of the possibility of 
going home and rebuilding the temple. They could not wait to get back and rebuild the temple for it was at the temple 
they did business with God. 

But even though that was what was on the minds of Daniel�s contemporaries God has something much more profound in 
mind. The temple may be an anointed place but the ultimate anointing was on a man. Hence Jesus could say �a greater 
thing than the temple is here� (Matt 12:6). The most holy is referring to the most holy place in the temple. But the most 
holy place was only a symbol of the presence of God. The real presence of God is Jesus who came and pitched His tent 
among us (John 1:14).

Daniel prays for the end of the exile but Gabriel points him to the end of all things. With the end of the exile comes a 
sense that sin has been forgiven and the people restored to fellowship with God at the temple. But Gabriel points Daniel 
to the day when all sin is atoned for and everlasting righteousness has come. Daniel sees the temple was the anointed 
place but someone is coming who will have much greater anointing. 

As is typical of the OT, passages dealing with the coming of Jesus, frequently telescope together things to do with His 
first coming and His second coming. Gabriel talks as if the atoning for sin and the everlasting righteousness come 
together. We know that they do not. The atoning for sin took place at Jesus� first coming but the everlasting 
righteousness will not commence until He returns again. 

That these things will not all happen at the one time is now spelt out in the next two verses. Following the issuing of the 
decree there was to be three periods of time. A short one of �seven� �sevens�, a long of 62 �sevens� and lastly one �seven� 
to bring us up to �seventy� �sevens�.

The first thing we are told is the amount of time that will pass from the issuing of the decree to rebuild the temple until the 
�anointed one� comes. The decree to rebuild was given the same year that this prayer was uttered, 539. This was the 



29/10/2009 C:\Documents and Settings\DAVID\My Documents\Beaconsfield\Danielcom\DanielWeb.doc
Page 42 of 54

decree of Cyrus the new Persian ruler (Ezra 1:1-4). The year that this prayer was uttered. The decree was the initial 
answer to Daniel�s prayer. 

So the first block of time is the time between the issuing of the decree for the Jews to go home and the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem, which happened under Nehemiah. Nehemiah, certainly worked in times of trouble. And he built a moat. Thus 
we assume that Nehemiah is the �anointed one, the ruler�. Rulers were frequently referred to as anointed.  We assume 
that the ruler in question here, is the one who oversaw the rebuilding of Jerusalem if this is so then the man in question 
must be Nehemiah. 

There are to be seven �sevens� until the city is established. This is literally 49 years. It was in fact over a hundred years
before Nehemiah completed his work of rebuilding Jerusalem, but on the other hand the Jews were well and truly home 
and much work had been done on the city within 50 years of Daniel�s prayer. The point is, do not try to make the dates 
line up too literally. 

The time gap between the re-building of Jerusalem and the �anointed one� is cut off as 62 �sevens�.  This �anointed one� 
cannot be the �anointed one� who rebuilt Jerusalem for this one comes �sixty two sevens� or 434 years later. 

If taken literally this means 434 years. Which of course brings us very close to the time of Jesus. There are those who 
fiddle with the date to make it line up perfectly with the time of Jesus. I have no doubt that the �anointed one� who is �cut
off� is Jesus. But equally I have no problems with the fact that Jesus does not come exactly 434 years after Nehemiah. 
Nehemiah finished his work about 430 years before Jesus was born. Hence we can understand the temptation to fiddle 
with the dates to get a perfect fit. In fact whether or not the dates line up perfectly is quite immaterial. What is important is 
the fact that the �anointed one� is to be �cut off� and so make �atonement for wickedness�.

The last seven sees the completion of God�s purpose. In this picture the death of Jesus takes place in the sixty-ninth 
week.  That we are in the sixty-ninth week shows us that His death is not at the end of history. There is more to come 
and this is represented by the seventieth week. 

After His death comes a ruler who will come and destroy the city and the sanctuary. The most natural reading is to see 
this ruler as the Roman general, Titus, who destroyed the city and temple in AD 70.  

So the exile did not exhaust the desolation which is to come upon Jerusalem. The word �flood� is a sharp reminder of the 
great flood and the destruction it brought. 

Verses 26 and 27 are parallel; what he does in verse 27 is a parallel of what he does in verse 26. The putting to an end 
of the sacrifice is the same as destroying the city and the sanctuary. As we know the sacrificial system ceased 40 years 
after Jesus died. 

The sacrificial system was brought to an end in �the middle of the last �seven��. So we are left with three and a half days 
unexplained. This is the time in which we now live. 

The temple has gone. The sacrificial system has gone. But Jesus is here. He offers us His life as the only sacrifice we 
will ever need. He offers Himself as the place to come to meet with God.  
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No.12
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Daniel 10:1-11:2
The war.        

Here is the introduction to the last vision. A vision about war. The future contained what Churchill called �blood, sweat 
and tears�.  The third and last vision that God gives Daniel follows in the next chapter. The vision comes to Daniel three 
years after the collapse of the Babylonian government and the establishing of the new government of the Medes and the 
Persians. We are now some two years or so after the Jews had been given permission to go home. Technically the exile 
was over. Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar were already back in Jerusalem (Ezra 1 & 2). The point is there is a lot more to 
follow the exile. 

Daniel being an old man, by now well into his eighties, obviously decided not to go home. For the last three weeks Daniel 
had been mourning, he had not been eating nice food like meat and wine. He had not been making himself presentable, 
in that he had not been using lotions. In that hot dry climate oils and lotions were important. Perhaps a modern 
equivalent of the lack of using lotions would be not doing one�s hair. We assume that during the last three weeks Daniel 
had not been going out. During that time Daniel has been at prayer (v12) and the heart of that prayer is that he might 
understand. Daniel really works at his prayer. Again we see the way in which his body is involved in the act of praying. 
This is something he takes very seriously. See too how he hangs in with his praying. It is not a matter of mentioning it 
once to God and then thinking he has done all the praying that needs to be done. 

The last day of the three-week period was the twenty-fourth day of the first month of the year. This is not January, of 
course, there was no �January� back then! This was the first month of the Jewish year which was the month in which the 
Passover was celebrated. The Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth of the first month, so Daniel�s prayer period 
included the Passover day. 

On this day Daniel is down by the bank of the Tigris river. We are not told what he was doing there. All we do know is 
that he was not alone, a number of men were with him. While there Daniel sees a majestic sight. A man who has a body 
like chrysolite, a face like lightening, eyes like flaming torches, arms and legs like gleaming bronze and a voice so strong 
and full that it sounded like a huge crowd speaking at once. The belt around his waist was of gold and his dress was of 
linen. We know that the priests used to wear linen so perhaps we are being told this figure was dressed like a priest (Lev 
6:10). 

The moment the figure appeared to Daniel those with Daniel sensed some great supernatural power even though they 
did not see what Daniel saw. Their reaction was to go and hide themselves. Many years later Paul will have an 
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. Again it will only be Paul who will enter into the full picture, like Daniel�s 
companions, Paul�s too will miss most of what happens. 

The figure speaks and Daniel turned deathly pale, in other words all the blood drained from him. It seems that he then 
fainted face first to the ground, this is the best interpretation of, �I fell into a deep sleep my face to the ground�. 

We are never told who this person is. In fact we are not sure just how many are involved here. Is the one dressed in linen 
the same one who touches him in verse 9 and who tells him that he had been held up by the �prince of the Persian 
kingdom�? Personally, I think so. But many think we are dealing with two different beings. We are not sure, Daniel does 
not bother to spell it out. If the first figure is the Second Person of the Trinity then obviously the one who was held up by 
the �prince of the Persian kingdom must be an angel, for surely we are not to believe that the �prince of the Persian 
kingdom could thwart God Himself. So if it is the same heavenly being all the way through the passage then it must be 
an angel. I believe the being to be an angel. This we know by the time we get to verse 20 it is definitely an angel. On the 
other hand Daniel�s reaction to the figure dressed in linen is the same type of reaction that we see in those who are 
confronted by God, Isaiah 6:4, Jeremiah 1:6, Ezekial 2:1. Revelation 1:13. 

This we know, the figure is full of kindness and tenderness. A hand reaches out to Daniel and touches him. Lepers were 
untouchable. Nobody would touch a leper not even with a stick. But Jesus did. A touch is very powerful. It shows a high 
level of solidarity with a person. It is not for nothing that we make much of shaking hands and in other cultures of hugging 
and kissing on both cheeks. This touch was very reassuring to Daniel. Enough strength flows back into his body to raise 
himself up onto his hands and knees. However he is trembling with fear in the presence of this great figure. 

Daniel looks like a weak old man, a man so frail that he cannot get up. But this man is touched, this man is strengthened 
and this man does all that God requires of him. We must never be frightened of our frailty. God will strengthen us. 

The next words from the figure are words of strong encouragement. Again Daniel is called �highly esteemed�. The word 
�esteemed� comes from the word to covet. So Daniel is a man precious to God, a man coveted by God. On another 
occasion God called His people the �apple of His eye� (Deut 32:10). The phrase �apple of your eye� comes from an old 
phrase �the little man in your eye�. When you look someone in the eye, what do you see? You see a reflection of 
yourself. That is you see a �little man�. Our eyes are one of the most precious parts of our body. So to talk of the value of
our eyes is to talk of the value of one of the most precious things we have. So it was that anything of great value to a 
person became as precious as the �little man in their eye� which in time became the �apple of their eye�. The point being 
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here Daniel has no reason to fear God. God does not want him on his hands and knees. He does not have to crawl 
about in front of God, God wants him up on his feet and so tells him to stand. And stand Daniel does, albeit still 
trembling. So the next words are �do not be afraid�. 

Again and again when God comes to His people He says these words �do not be afraid� (Gen 15:1  to Abraham, Judges 
6:23 to Gideon, Luke 1:13 to Mary, Rev 1:17 to John). 

The figure then says that he has come to answer Daniel�s prayer which was about understanding the things of God. God 
had heard the prayer three weeks ago when Daniel had started to pray. But there has been a three week delay in the 
prayer being answered. Because someone called the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted the answer to the prayer. 
This prince of the Persian kingdom is out to hinder the work of God. He is out to add to Daniel�s pain. He is out to stop 
Daniel tasting the joy of having his prayer answered. 

Well we want to know who is this prince of the Persian kingdom who can interfere with God answering our prayers. And 
who is the one called Michael? Without Michael�s help it seems that the one who was the answer to Daniel�s prayers 
would still be detained.  Michael is an angel of God. He is mentioned in the book of Jude (v9) and in the book of 
Revelation (12:7).

The main point we are to understand is that we have a state of conflict. On the one side we have God�s angels, Michael 
being one of these along with the one speaking to Daniel, and on the other we have the prince of the Persian kingdom. 
Some think that the prince of the Persian kingdom is the head of a group of powerful men in the hierarchy of the new 
Persian empire who are seeking to obstruct anything good that is being done for the people of God as they seek to re-
establish their home land. Others think the prince of the Persian kingdom is a demon. 

Demons are rebellious angels. Satan is the chief demon and he and all the other demons have only one goal, to destroy 
the creation, to destroy everything that is good, to spoil everything that God is doing. 

At the very beginning Satan was there to spoil the sweetness and harmony of the relationship God had with Adam and 
Eve. It was Satan who entered into the heart of Judas. Judas responded to his suggestion and set Jesus up to be 
crucified. 

In Mark (5:9) we have the story of the man who said his name was legion. A man full of demons. Jesus came and 
demanded that the demons leave him. The demons did so and then immediately entered a herd of pigs. The pigs under 
the influence of the demons immediately destroyed themselves. They did in minutes to the pigs no more than what they 
were doing slowly in the man. 

The vandal is an evil person. The vandal is one who destroys what others have built. At the end of the day the vandal is 
seeking to destroy the creation. The vandal and the demon have much in common. 

The prince of the Persian kingdom is powerful, he has brought much pain to Daniel but he has not succeeded in finally 
blocking the answer to Daniel�s prayer. The answer to the prayer will be the giving of further insight, which is the vision of 
the next chapter. 

Knowing that his prayer is about to be answered Daniel is again overcome. His face went down to the ground and he 
was speechless. Daniel is being closely watched. The moment he goes down an angel moves into action and touched 
his lips so enabling Daniel to speak. It seems that there are angels around Daniel like a group of nurses standing around 
a frail person ready to move at the first sign of distress in their patient. These angels are here to stand by and strengthen 
this weak man. 

Daniel needs to know that he is not alone. Like Elisha�s servant he needs to see the angelic forces (2 Kings 6:8). 

Now that he has enough strength to speak he tells the angel just how weak he is! So weak in fact that he can hardly 
breathe. So the angel touches him again so further strengthening him. This time Daniel knew that he had been given 
enough strength to do what God would have him do. That is hear the vision. And the vision is good news. It is the good 
news that God will finally rescue His people. Yes, they have hard days ahead. Yes, they will be knocked about. Yes, they 
will know sadness. Yes, they will suffer. But, no, God will never ever fail them. Nothing will pluck them out of His hand. 

The angel then tells Daniel that after he has told him what he needs to know he will have to go and continue his fight with 
the prince of Persia. And not too far into the future the prince of Greece will come. Again we are being told, in different 
language yet again, that the Persian empire will not last and after it will come the Greek empire. 

The last piece of interesting information we are given is that this angel and Michael together are fighting the prince of 
Persia. The point is that these Persians are no better than the Babylonians. There is evil in their empires and that evil 
needs to be resisted both by the angels of God and the people of God. 

In this language we see that there is more than simply evil men doing evil things. It is not simply a matter of saying that 
the Persians are evil, or that the Greeks are evil when they do evil things. There are spiritual forces, there are demons at 
work too. There are terrible temptations to which men succumb. 
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In the days of the conquest Israel fought hard against the tribes that were already in the land. The battle for Jericho the 
battle for Ai the and battles against the various other tribes were all violent with no mercy being shown. These were 
vicious, bloody battles. It was the same during the time of the Judges. Deborah against the Canaanites, Gideon against 
the Midianites, Samson against the Philistines. These were all the most violent of clashes. 

These battles were not simply tribal skirmishes. These tribes were evil. They were tribes that could not co-exist with the 
people of God. They were tribes that were not to co-exist with. They were tribes that had to be destroyed. The evil they 
did and the evil they represented had to be removed. These were tribes that had been on notice for hundreds of years. 
God had warned them 

When Israel went to war against these tribes they knew that they were about God�s business. They had to be 
ceremonially cleansed. Each soldier was to be as prepared for battle as he would be to enter the tabernacle. All war 
bounty was to be dedicated to God, no soldier was allowed to help himself.  When the battle was over there was to be no 
self congratulations but there was to be praise to God (Ex 15, Psa 24, Psa 98). Many find the �holy wars� of the bible an 
embarrassment. How can a God of love be in on these bloody and painful battles? 

We will not fully understand these battles until we see that they were crusades against evil. This very day we have 
soldiers at war against the Al Qaeda terrorist organisation. We know al Quader is so evil that it must be destroyed no 
matter what the cost. It was the same with the Nazi party. We were willing to go to war to wipe it out. 

The Jews believed that their Messiah would be the greatest of all warriors. He would be like a judge and a king, someone 
who would go out there and destroy evil men and evil nations. Hence John the Baptist needed to ask why the warrior 
was not at war. How come Jesus just went around doing good, when there were so many evil people that needed killing! 

Jesus had come to join the battle. But he had not come to use military weapons. 

The battle with evil reached its climax at the cross. In the battle between love and hate love won. To the bitter end He did 
not retaliate, He did not cry out for revenge. When He could have called on 10,000 angels and obliterated those who 
were crucifying Him, He chose not to. What He did was call out �Father forgive them for they know not what they do�. He 
let them off the hook. 

Israel of old was willing to go to war again and again against evil. And the new Israel, that is us, must be willing to do the 
same. The enemy has not changed. All that has changed is the weapons and the battle field. We no longer have swords 
or guns, we no longer have enemy warriors to kill.  

There is the never ending battle with our own sin. We all know the reality of temptation. The evil one is out to bring us 
down. Every act of sin detracts from the people God created us to be. 

Where sin abounded grace did much more abound (Rom 5:20). That is us. Do we retaliate with yet more wrong when we 
are wronged or do we absorb sin and forgive? We must never think of those that hurt us as simply troublesome people. 
What we fight is more than flesh and blood. If you could get out of your life the one person who brings you most trouble 
how long do you think it would be before another person just like that person turned up to give you a hard time? This is 
because at the end of the day evil is coming from demonic forces. Those who caused the holocaust are dead, does that 
mean there will never be another holocaust? Stallin is dead, Pol Pot is dead but is that the end of all barbaric rulers? 

Our victory is in loving and sacrificing not in hating and greed. This we know, the battle is not against flesh and blood 
(Eph 6:12). 

To live in a Christian way will require a great deal of energy. In another letter Paul says he is like a boxer in his 
endeavours to live as God would have him live (1 Cor 9:26). He told his good friend Timothy to actually �fight� the good 
fight of faith (1 Tim 6:12). In his last letter to Timothy, and perhaps his last letter ever, he sums up his life as one in which 
he had �fought the good fight� (2 Tim 4:7).  To become a Christian is to take on some serious fighting. If there were not a 
fight to be fought then the armour would be as useless as an ashtray on a motor bike. Armour is only for those who are 
going into battle. 

The point being made is that we need to be very strong to resist evil. Anyone can drift into sin and selfishness. But no 
one drifts into a life of holiness and self-sacrifice. To live the kind of life Paul has been calling us to will require a lot of 
hard work. You cannot be passive and live the kind of life to which we have been called. 

When we are vexed by our spouse, or our children, or our parents, or our boss, or our employees, or whoever, the first 
thing we need to deal with is not them! No, the first thing to be dealt with is the horrible, vicious, angry, resentful, bitter 
thoughts which come from within our hearts. 

Does God want there to be unity among His people? Yes! Does God want us to be humble, gentle and patient? Yes! 
Does God want us to be rid of bitterness and malice? Yes! Well everything God wants Satan does not want. He is out to 
stop us from being the kind of people God would have us be. 

When the Spaniards invaded central and south America, they came across a tribe known as the Mayan Indians. This 
particular tribe used bows and arrows as weapons. The Spaniards had guns and rode on horseback. They wore armour 
that covered the soldiers head, his body and then continued to drape down over the horse. Now the Mayan tribe had 
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never seen horses. So when the Mayan Indians saw the Spaniards riding on horseback, they thought that the soldier and 
the horse were one creature. Some sort of beast. As the Spaniards galloped toward the Mayan battle lines the Mayan�s 
shot all their arrows at the horses and not at the soldiers. The horses went down in great numbers but the Spanish 
soldiers simply rolled off and started picking off the Mayans with their guns. The tribe was wiped out. 

There is much fighting to be done against evil, but before we start shooting those around us who by their evil are bringing 
pain into our lives we had better start doing business with the evil that rises up within us. The evil of anger and bitterness 
and resentment. 

That is not to say that the evil being done to us is to be taken lightly. No, but God has said �vengeance is mine� (Rom 12: 
19).  Let God fight His battles and let us fight ours.

We have a fight to fight that we have no hope of winning. Just like Gideon with 300 had no hope against the Midianite 
thousands. But as God was there for Gideon He will be there for us too. Without prayer we have no hope. God 
strengthened Daniel, and He will strengthen us too. 

This battle is hard and will bring suffering but the suffering is not worth comparing with the glory that will be ours on the
victory day parade (Rom 8:18).  
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No.13
A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 1 December 2002

Daniel 11:1-45
Resisting evil.        

The great OT commentator, H.C. Leupold, said he had no idea how this chapter could be used for a sermon! Well, 
sermons might not flow from this chapter as well as they might from John 3, but every part of the bible is worthy of being 
preached on, and so here we go!

The exile is now over and the Jews are in the process of moving home. It would have been tempting to think that all is 
now going to be sweetness and light. Back in chapter 9 Daniel had been warned that it would not be like this. History has 
a lot more to run and it would not all be easy going for God�s people. In chapter 10 Daniel had been at prayer for some 
three weeks. He was praying for understanding concerning what the future would bring. After he had been praying for 
three weeks an angel comes to him to bring the answer to his prayer. Chapter 11 is the heart of the answer but before 
going into the detail the angel tells him that the future concerns war (10:1).  What Daniel needs to understand is that the 
battle against evil is not about to come to an end. Just because they are about to go back to the Promised Land does not 
mean that life will now be nothing but sweetness and light. When someone becomes a Christian they need to hear this 
same message. We must never give a new Christian the impression that all their troubles are now over. Certainly the 
issue of judgement day has been dealt with but there is still much living to do in this fallen world in which we must go on 
living. 

This is a battle that we are all involved in. We call it the battle against the world the flesh and the devil. Last week we 
concluded by speaking of the battle we all have with our flesh. We all have to deal with the nastiness and bitterness that 
arises within us. We all have to work at being loving toward each other. When we have been hurt the first issue is not the 
nastiness of the one who has hurt us but the nastiness of our reaction. Those feelings of bitterness and resentment have 
to be fought against.

Why is your spouse not perfect? Why are your friends not perfect? Why is this church not perfect? These questions are 
always on our lips. The question that ought to be there is why are we not perfect?

Some of the folk who do the most hurting are those who have been hurt the most. Somehow they seem to think that the 
fact they have been hurt gives them the right to hurt others. It is an interesting phenomena that some of the most 
damaged people are those who bring the most pain to others. 

Some time ago I read �I Leap Over The Wall� (Monica Baldwin, Hamish Hamilton, London). The book is an account of a 
woman�s life in a convent. She said how in every convent there would always be one nun who was very hard to get on 
with. Someone whose attitude and disposition made life difficult for everyone else. Each time someone of this ilk came 
into the community the Mother Superior had to make a decision. She could ride the woman until she changed or she 
could let the woman be a source of irritation to the other nuns. The Mother Superior would regularly leave such a nun in 
the convent in order that the other nuns would have to accommodate to her. They would have to increase their level of 
kindness, forgiveness and patience in order to maintain harmony. The Mother Superior was wise. In other words the 
battle that the nuns had to fight was not with the difficult nun but with their reactions to the irritations that the difficult nun 
brought them. 

But it is not just in our own flesh where we must fight evil we must fight it in the world too. We need to take on unjust 
laws. We need to do our bit to feed hungry kids. We must be willing to go to out of the way places and fight illiteracy, we 
must be like Millard Fuller and give up a multi million dollar fortune and go out and build houses for the homeless, we 
must be like Wilberforce who spent 20 years of his life fighting slavery, we must be like Tim Costello and fight casinos 
and poker machines. 

We must always be fighting the battle between our world view and that of the non Christian. We cannot reconcile the 
pursuit of self-interest with the pursuit of justice. We will always measure greatness in humble service of others and 
willingness to lay down one's life for our neighbour, knowing it is incompatible with the expression of greatness sought by 
our neighbours. We will always be committed to the ways of simplicity, fidelity and community knowing they are at odds 
with the spirit of consumerism, self-gratification and competition which is cultivated and promoted by our neighbours.

And we must do our bit to fight the work of the devil who seeks to keep people ignorant of the love of God. If we live in a 
town where there are folk who do not know Jesus we need to do what needs to be done to get to them. What is 
Lighthouse if not a going to battle, what is Make and Mingle if not a going to battle, what is our morning tea over at the 
primary school if not a going out in the name of Jesus just as the soldiers of old went out in the name of God. 

Chapter 11 is a very long and on the surface a rather complex chapter. In many ways it takes a lot of words to say very 
little. Well very little that is unless you are into Greek history. The heart of the matter is, evil will be a reality until the end. 
In the midst of evil God�s people are not to lose heart. The climax comes in chapter 12 where we are told that 
punishment and reward are not to be looked for in this life. The wicked may seem to get away with everything. The 
righteous may seem to have no reward. But this life is not the whole of the story. 
















