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Preface
Here are another 35 sermons to add to the millions already floating around the world. Why more?

Because the “Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any two edge sword, it penetrates
even to divining soul and spirit, joins and morrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”
(Heb 4:12) but it cannot do this work if it is unknown.

The most valuable and useful piece of literature any of us own is our bible. And so we are not
surprised that Paul would instruct the Pastor of the church at Ephesus to devote himself “to the
public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching” (1 Tim 4:13).

The act of preaching and the act of listening to a sermon and the act of reading a sermon is an act
of honouring the Word of God.

As the congregation listened to these sermons being preached they honoured the Word upon
which the sermons were based. As you take time to read these sermons you too honour the book
of Jeremiah.

Please may | stress again, these are sermons not essays. There are no foot notes with sermons.

But the bibliography will reveal where many of my thoughts have come from. | would certainly not
want my readers under the impression that this is all my own work.

David Morland. Beaconsfield, Victoria, Australia. July 2007.



A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 1:1-9
Beaconsfield Baptist Church The Call
Sunday 16 October 2005

If you want a year to peg Jeremiah to, then use 600 BC. It is always most helpful to have the key biblical characters and
events pegged.

This book contains the preaching of Jeremiah over nearly 40 years (627-584). However his sermons are not laid out in
his book in a chronological order, as we shall see over the next few months.

The 13" year of Josiah (v2) by the way coincides with the demise of the Assyrian empire. The 11" year of Zedekiah was
the final end of Jerusalem under the Babylonians. Years for the Jews were counted from the reign of their king; just like
we do with our King Jesus. Jeremiah was called during the 13th year of king Josiah, that is 627.

The culture of the nation that Josiah inherited from his father king Amon (642-640) and his grandfather king Manasseh
(687-642) was not good. Manasseh had given full reign to the old Canaanite practices including Baal worship and the
tolerance of the fertility cult with its sacred prostitution even at the temple. Manasseh had even gone so far as to offer
one of his own sons as a human sacrifice. During his reign there was wholesale disregard for the law and an openness
to the adoption of pagan practices. Without an honouring of the law injustices abounded.

To use the words of John Piper from another context (Let The Nations Be Glad p.206). “The glory of God was not
honoured. The holiness of God was not reverenced. The greatness of God was not admired. The power of God was not
praised. The truth of God was not sought. The wisdom of God was not esteemed. The beauty of God was not savoured.
The justice of God was not respected. The faithfulness of God was not trusted. The commandments of God were not
obeyed. The wrath of God was not feared. The grace of God was not cherished. The presence of God was not praised.
The person of God was not loved. They did not respect God above all else that is respectable. They did not value God
above all else that is valuable. They did not love God above all else that is lovable. They did not admire God above all
else that is admirable. They did not fear God above all else that is fearful. They did not prize God above all else that is
precious.”

Josiah came to the throne as an eight year old in 640. Jeremiah would have been born about this time. In fairness to
Josiah it must be acknowledged that he did try to pull the nation back to living under the Law of Moses. But it was too
little too late. He died in 609 and a decade later the Babylonians were upon Jerusalem.

Jeremiah was somewhere between 13 and 18 when God called him, and it seems most scholars believe closer to 13
than 18. He was the son of a priest. He was from the village of Anathoth which was very close to Jerusalem, about 5 kms
to the north, and hence the sort of place where you would find priestly families. They say you could see the walls of
Jerusalem from Anathoth. As the son of a priest he would have been trained to enter the priesthood too. However
Jeremiah did not follow his father into the priesthood. In his early fifties Jeremiah moved to Egypt and that is the last we
hear of him.

Jeremiah’s father was a priest. One was born a priest. If you were born into the family line of Aaron then you had the
right to be a priest. You did not have to take up the calling but if you were not born into the Aaronic family line you could
never be a priest. Being a prophet and a preacher was not in the least dependent on your family. It was not dependent
on training or qualifications. It was dependent on one thing only being called by God to do the work. And if called of God
then to ignore what this person has to say is to ignore what God is saying. So we have this introduction before Jeremiah
gives us his sermons.

Those who preach and teach today do not need to have had any particular upbringing or qualifications they do not need
to have earned this degree or that degree. What they must do is expound the Bible. If they do that they are preachers we
should listen to. If they do not read and expound the Bible then they should not be listened to no matter how many
qualifications they have.

Preaching is all about expounding and applying the Bible. Jeremiah alludes to Deuteronomy 86 times. It would seem
Deuteronomy was the book this man preached from more than any other.

Jeremiah was more than a preacher, he was a prophet. We are to understand that this is not just Jeremiah’s
interpretation of Deuteronomy; here we have God’s word via Jeremiah. By including Jeremiah into the canon we have
accepted that Jeremiah’s sermons are more than just his considerable insights. We are saying that we have something
more profound here. We are saying we have God'’s very word.

When God called this man He made the experience unforgettably vivid so he would never have any doubts; this was not
something his mind conjured up.



Jeremiah says, “The word of God came to me”. Jeremiah wants us to understand that what he has to say did not
originate with him. More, he wants us to understand that this was not a career he happened to chose because it
appealed to him. This is objective. Jeremiah did not think this stuff up. What he is to proclaim is from God.

The same goes for us. The message of the resurrection is not something that we have dreamed up. It is history. And we
have been called to proclaim that story. Christianity is not a set of philosophical ideas; it is the proclamation of what took
place in the life of Jesus. We have a concrete objective story to tell. It is not “our” story in the sense we made it up. Itis a
story that anyone can go and examine. It is our story in the sense that we believe it.

It was God who “formed” Jeremiah in his mother's womb. The word “formed” is also used of potters who “form” various
pieces of pottery. It is the same word used in Genesis 2:7 when we are told that God “formed” man from the dust of the
ground. We are being told that God is the originator of all life and that it is He who determines our being (Psa 139:13-16).
My looks, my IQ, my strength, my health, my time and place of birth are all determined by God. The potter does not
simply throw his pieces together he forms them with some care to their final detail.

Jeremiah must never think of himself as an accident of history. He was hand-made for his task.
God had a special task for this man to do and God has been preparing him from the womb for that role.

To be told that he was known from before the womb was to give the man a new centre of gravity, away from the confines
of the immediate scene. The man was earthed back in the heart of the Creator and the Creator’s plan for history.

“Now” is only a thin slice of who we are. It is isolated from the rich deposits of before, and without the before who we are
now cannot be really understood. All famous people end up having biographies written about them and much of the
writing deals with the life of the person before they became famous.

We entered a world at birth that we did not create. We grew up in a world already provided for us. If we are going to live
appropriately we must be aware we are living in the middle of a story begun by another and will be concluded by another
- namely God.

To live well we have to fit into to a story that is already well underway. Not to find out what this story is all about would be
madness.

At birth we are named, not numbered. What we are named is not nearly as significant as the fact that we are named. We
often name our children after people we hope they will become. Therefore there is a tendency among Christians to use
Biblical names. Back in 16" century England some churches would admit no “vain or idle” names.

Jeremiah means “the Lord exalts” and it was obviously the hope of his parents that God would be exalted in his life.
Jeremiah’s parents had hopes for him, but God had plans for him.

Jeremiah has a destiny. He is appointed to be a prophet. This is the very reason he was born; and we too have a
destiny. We do not exist to make a living, raise a family, enjoy retirement and die. God has work for us to do.

Our lives are rooted in the sovereign purposes of God. You are not an accident, you have been designed.

In last week’s Bulletin Magazine there was an essay by David Williamson (18 October 2005, p.42). In it he tells of his
experience on a recent trip on a cruise ship sailing from Australia with Australians through the South Sea Islands. He
says he was deeply disturbed at the number one topic of conversation. It was to do with price comparison. “How much
did it cost?” It was as if the most important thing in life was getting goods and services at a better price than anyone else.
Everyone seemed to know the cost and the value of everything. Nothing else mattered beyond getting stuff and getting it
at the right price. He bemoaned the lack of questioning among his fellow travellers. They had the opportunity at one port
to visit the world’s greatest collection of Melanesian art yet of a compliment of 2,000 only 20 took the opportunity. The
Club Med meanwhile was overflowing. No one ever bothered to find out why it was that a trip like this was within reach of
the average Australian while the ship crew were Filipinos and Indonesians working away from home for ten months at a
time for wages that are not much more than what we give our kids for pocket money. The ship was going nowhere. It
was wandering around with no particular destination in mind other than places to dock at where there were fun things to
do. It frightened him that Australia was like that ship; all on board for a bit of fun. No sense of destiny, nothing majestic.

But put Australia aside. What about us? We must never think for one moment that we are on this earth to “wander
around and have a bit of fun”. We have a destiny. To miss it would be a tragedy.

God had formed and created Jeremiah for a particular role. What a waste it would have been of all he was if he had not
fulfilled his destiny. So too with us. We have been created and formed for a destiny with God and not to fulfil that destiny
would be a waste of all that God has created us for.

To be a human as a human was meant to be one must relate to God. You cannot be truly human and out of a

relationship with God. When you are relating rightly with God you will be submissive to His will and if you are submissive
to His will He will lead you to the path He has already mapped out for you. God had set this man “apart”. God had
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created him to perform a specific function. Not to have fulfilled that calling would have been to have missed his whole
reason for living.

Jeremiah ends up living a very rich and a very full life. It is a life which is much more interested in God than in self and a
life that has almost nothing to do with comfort or achievement.

In our culture we are always celebrating the life of the rich and the famous. Magazines and TV programs spend a lot of
time telling us what these good folk are up to, where they shop, what they wear, where they have holidays, what their
homes look like and so on. But to spend time looking at another’s life is to be involved in second-hand living. It is to
suggest that their lives are more exciting and fuller than any life we can live. We end up thinking that it is impossible to
live a rich satisfying life with our friends in our neighbourhood doing our job.

The Bible will not have a bar of that way of thinking. Here we see that each person can discover all the elements for a
unique and original adventure just where they are. The Bible calls us away from following the footsteps of another to an
incomparable association with God. God’s creativity is endless and He has created you for your life and your adventure.

Jeremiah feels deeply his incompetence. His age is against him. He has not yet finished his education. He does not have
the ability to speak with well educated intelligent adults. He is far too young to engage an adult gathering. He had as yet
had no opportunity to gain skills in public speaking and debate. Jeremiah knows that no one would take him seriously.
He sees genuine difficulties in carrying out the task. The work was beyond him.

We all plead our inadequacy in order to avoid living up to the best that God calls us to. God does not send us into a
dangerous and exacting life because we are qualified. God does not dispute the accuracy of Jeremiah’s claim about his
age he just disputes its relevance. God says it does not matter how old you are you must go anyway. He will not have to
worry about what to say. He only has to say what God calls him to say.

God is never limited by our weaknesses. Enabling weak folk to do big jobs is God’s standard operating procedure. God’s
entire workforce is comprised of dubious candidates.

When Jeremiah speaks it will not be the words of a teenager but the words of God. And those words will come to pass
not because of young Jeremiah, and this is the point, but because the words are from God.

Next month seven young people will be ordained by our Denomination; five men and two women. They will take up the
work of pastoral leadership. They have all just finished five years at college. But are they adequate for the job? No they
are not. The job is beyond them. Their only hope of “success” in the work they are about to undertake is that God will
equip them and be with them.

Jeremiah is instructed not to let the opposition unnerve him. The reason being is that God would be with him, just as he
was with Gideon (Jud 6:16) and Moses (Ex 3:12). God will rescue him. God has not failed His people in the past and
Jeremiah needs to know that God will not fail him. We need to hear again and again “If God be for us who can be against
us?” (Rom 8:41).

Jeremiah will not be immune from suffering and even doubt. His security does not lie in his cleverness or physical
stamina but in the fact that God is with him.

Jeremiah moves from a youth making excuses to a city gate so strong that nothing has any hope of breaking it down;
and these two visions did it. The reality contained in these visions changes everything for him.

The two visions set out the basic aspects of the task to which he has been called.

A vision is like a dream but it is not a dream because the recipient is not asleep. The recipient is fully conscious and able
to interact with what is being perceived.

Jeremiah sees an almond tree. To this very day Anathoth is a centre for almond growing.

The almond tree was commonly called “the watchful one” or “the alert one” because early in the season, before the other
trees, its blossom and buds appeared. It was referred to as the tree that watched for the first signs of spring. So God
used the almond branch as a symbol of what He Himself is doing, that is watching.

The point is God said He would not tolerate violence and injustice and the abuse of children yet these things had been
going on. Why had God not moved? Had He missed these things? No, He had not. God’s inaction must not be confused
with lack of interest. We must not overestimate evil or underestimate God. It will all be judged in time.

But there is more, every spring Jeremiah would be reminded that God’s words are not mere words they are promises
which will be fulfilled.

God is on watch. His word is not dead. It may at times seem dormant but it is only ever simply waiting to burst into flower.
All that He has ever promised will come to pass (Isa 55:10-11 & 2 Cor 1:20).



The next vision was a typical domestic one - a pot boiling over an open fire. This one however is precariously balanced
and is tilting in such a way that its contents are about to spill out. The fire is settling and the pot is tilting dangerously. As
was the case in their culture the cooking was done outside and Jeremiah was aware that the contents would spill to the
south.

Any invader of Palestine coming from the Far East would arrive from the north due to the huge desert that lay between
Israel and the Euphrates River. The picture is one of an ominous threat. Just as the spilled contents of the pot would
scald anyone in their path so those in the path of what is let loose from the north would be engulfed in a catastrophe.

What Jeremiah was about to start preaching would be in sharp contrast to what was currently being taught. Whoever
believes that God will judge? At this point in history the Assyrian empire was declining and no one believed the
Babylonian people would come to much.

This 13 year old boy needs to know that the heavies will be against him. No one of any substance or influence will be for
him. He will be opposing the establishment of the day, and the common ideology of the day.

Who are those who will seek to crush Jeremiah? The most influential people in the land - the king, or kings, for Jeremiah
will live through the reign of more than one, the nation’s senior bureaucrats and the population in general.

Yet in spite of this Jeremiah’s fate will, in the end, be quite different from that of Jerusalem. God will make him
impregnable because while the city will be invaded and fall, Jeremiah will be like a city that no army can smash into. Any
city that had huge wooden gates covered with bronze was almost impossible to break into. The iron pillar is probably a
reference to the huge iron bar put across a city gate to hold it shut tight. The picture is of God so protecting His man that
he will be able to withstand all onslaughts.

Like Jeremiah the church too must go to everyone and say everything that God commands (Matt 28:18-20). Like
Jeremiah we have to proclaim a message that most other thinks is quaint and irrelevant. Like Jeremiah we have the
promise of God’s presence. Like Jeremiah the church knows that no matter what forces are arrayed against it, it will
always stand (Matt 16:18). When this earth and everything on it are gone the people of God will still be.



A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 2:1-37
Beaconsfield Baptist Church In love with God
Sunday 23 October 2005

Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 contain sermons from the earliest part of Jeremiah’s life’s work. Here is the substance of his
earliest sermons. These are the words of a young man. These words were spoken when Judah was enjoying prosperity
and a freedom from foreign threats. The huge Assyrian empire was in sharp decline and the city of Babylon was yet to
grow into the fearsome force it would be within a generation.

In these chapters there is a fair bit of repetition. That is good preaching! Preachers have a limited number of themes but
they sound those themes again and again.

These sermons are delivered with some passion. Here is a preacher with a burning heart. He is not tactful. He tells his
listeners they are acting like a donkey on heat and that they have as much faithfulness as a prostitute. This preacher is
not seeking to humour his listeners. More, perhaps we detect the sort of bluntness that a youth is likely to use.

Jeremiah preached to a people who, by and largely, took going to worship at the temple very seriously. These people did
their worship well and therefore assumed that God must be very well pleased with them. The songs they sang the way
their priests performed and the components of their services, not to mention the timing, were all not much short of
perfection. The book of Leviticus gave them the instructions, all they needed to do was follow and they did. The songs
they sang had been written by the likes of Moses, and David. The words were to everyone’s satisfaction and the tunes
were beyond question.

The “how to” of worship was virtually impossible to get wrong. Like the train driver, he cannot get his train “off the road”.
Either the train goes or it does not go, but if it goes there is no doubt as to where it will be going! The driver has no
choice but to follow the train lines.

Even though they had all this so right there was still something awfully wrong. These people were not passionately in
love with God and it was this that Jeremiah challenges them with.

In the OT there is much teaching on how to do worship. Instructions on how to build the tabernacle run for over 30
chapters. The book of Leviticus gives the most detailed instruction on how sacrifices are to be conducted and how priests
are to dress and what they are to do. When we get to the NT there are no instructions! We are not told how to worship.
This is one of the reasons that churches have so much fun in this area. We have to work it out for ourselves and we do
not all agree on what is right and best.

The NT is not interested in the mechanics of worship but in the reality of worship, the very thing that Jeremiah is
stressing here.

The NT simply contains very little instruction that deals explicitly with corporate worship, what we call worship services
(Let the Nations Be Glad, John Piper, p.216). The early church did gather and they certainly did have worship services.
But “how” they worshiped was so unimportant to the future church that the NT writers did not bother to inform us. Now as
the church is meant to be a worshiping community this is very interesting.

The key words of Jesus on worship are found in John 4:24 where He said, “God is spirit and His worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth”. Jesus moved the focus from outward ceremony to inner attitude. “In spirit” means carried
along by the Holy Spirit. An inward spiritual event, in truth means in response to the truth about God.

Jesus was diverting attention away from the outward forms of worship, and pointing toward a personal spiritual
experience with Himself, when He said, “And something greater than the temple is here” (John 2:19) Jesus was saying
He was the true temple. So in Himself He would fulfil everything the temple stood for, especially the “place” where
believers meet God.

Making the same point on another occasion Jesus quoted another prophet who was saying exactly what Jeremiah was
saying, “These people honour Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me so in vain do they worship Me” (Matt
15:8-9 & Isa 29:13).

This is one of the reasons, by the way, that at the reformation the protestant churches threw out all the bits and pieces
that filled the Medieval Churches. They wanted to make sure their people understood what they did at those services
was not nearly as important as what was going on in their hearts.

By the way, in a sense it has to be this way for another reason. Israel was a mono culture. The church is multicultural. In
Israel everyone had a sense of what a good piece of music was, what was a suitable length of time for a worship service,
what was appropriate clothing to wear to a special event and so on. Not so the church. The church functions in hundreds
of different cultures. And God would have those cultural distinctions retained. When Anne and | went to Africa one of the
sad things | saw was Zambian men out in the deep African bush wearing second hand neck ties to their church worship
services. One of the nicest things was seeing and listening to them sing. The ties were totally foreign. They looked, |
thought, hopelessly out of place. But the singing was totally foreign to me. It is not the sort of singing we do. | did not
understand the tunes. They did not use instruments. They broke into four part harmony. Everyone seemed to know what
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they were supposed to do. The words were all memorised. There was no way | could join in. But there is no way | would
have. | come from a culture that is not so demonstrative. In my culture we stand to attention to sing our songs of praise.
Not so theirs. When the singing started up so did the movement. Everyone swayed to the music. For some songs they
would even shuffle around the floor in a type of Congo line.

This is what God wants. Because when we are finally all gathered to Him in eternity, it will be multicultural worship. We
will all add to the fabric of the worship that will take place around the throne.

Revelation 21:3 “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they will be His peoples.”
The diversity of mankind will worship God in their diversity. Revelation 5:9 says persons from “every tribe and language
and people and nation” will be there. This diversity will not disappear in the new heavens.

There is a beauty and power of praise which comes from unity in diversity and is greater than that which comes from
unity alone. God is the God of the whole world and therefore it is appropriate that all peoples and all nations are included
in the final gathering of those who will praise God forever. God wants to hear the voice of every tribe sing His praises.

Music gets better as it gets wider. A solo is good, but an orchestra is richer and fuller.

In the NT worship is significantly de-institutionalized, de-localized, de-externalized. The entire thrust is taken off
ceremony and forms, and is shifted to what is happening in the heart.

Not just on Sunday but on every day. So, “whether you eat, or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor
10:31). Paul's understanding of worship is, “to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, it is to be no longer conformed to the
pattern of this world” (Rom 12:1&2).

When you come to worship, God is not nearly so interested in what songs we sing, or what tune we use, or how we are
dressed. What God is interested in is our hearts; and not just during this hour on a Sunday morning.

We worship God as we visit the sick, as we teach RE, as we run a youth group, as we forgive a wrong, as we give to
someone in need, for in doing these things to the glory of God we honour Him.

God wants us to worship Him from the moment we get up in the morning, to the moment we fall asleep. He would have
us live every moment for Him. He would have us thinking of Him and seeking to model on Him at every turn. We worship
God by being Christ-like in every, and any situation. We worship God when we love Him so much that our whole life is
orientated around Him.

What Jeremiah struggled to get across was the seriousness of their lack of love for God. These people were not
passionate about God, and in this they have done wrong.

Jeremiah starts his sermon by reminding them how it used to be (v2&3). He speaks of the honeymoon and the joys of
the early years of their relationship. God has a romantic relationship with His people. He is in reality their husband.

These people were God’s “first fruits” (v3). They were God’s special possession. At each harvest the first of the fruits
were set aside as the very choice part of all that was to be gathered in.

Israel was God’s son (v14) - and not just any son. The firstborn was the most important person in the household. If she
remembered her firstborn status she would know how much the Father loved her. She was not a servant or a slave. In
big households of that time there would be many live-in slaves and servants. These people would be cared for, fed and
housed. However they would not have the head of the household’s love like the children of the home would. Think of a
family business. A man may have a dozen good workers in his company. Yet when his son is old enough to come to
work and he too joins the business, who do you think the father will hand the business over to when he reaches the time
of retiring - his son and not one of the employees.

As a good husband He provided a home for His bride; a beautiful place, a land flowing with milk and honey.

The story of the Exodus is the story of how much God loved this people (v2). During the time they lived in the wilderness
they acknowledged their utter dependence upon God for all they were, and all they had. In the wilderness they willingly
and wholeheartedly committed themselves to the care of the one who had intervened on their behalf. They knew God
had saved them and their response was a total love of God.

They were like a young bride who would go anywhere with her husband. In fact the young passionately in love bride
hates the very thought of not being with her husband. Wherever he is that is where she longs to be. And so with Israel, if
God led them into a wilderness they were happy as long as they were with Him. They knew He would not fail to look after
them even in a wilderness where no one else would live.

The sweetness of their love for God during that period was meant to be the norm! It was against this standard that
current behaviour is measured. What God wants is the kind of relationship they used to have back in the beginning. God
wants them to again be utterly dependent upon Him, utterly in love with Him and utterly close to Him.



The picture is of a relationship as sweet as a healthy marriage. Not a relationship driven by laws and demands, but a
relationship driven by love. The people of God should have an inner disposition of deep love for God. God wants His
people to love Him with the same sort of devotion that a bride loves her husband. The word “bride” here is obviously
referring to a girl in the engagement or honeymoon period.

It is a picture of young love; that readiness of lovers to go anywhere and put up with anything so long as it can be shared.
When Israel came out of Egypt she had a love for God that was so strong she would follow Him anywhere.

How could such a delightful relationship end in such a mess? Well God says He has not changed! It is His wife who has
dumped Him. They used to love Him but not know! Would any bride leave the perfect husband? Well Israel has!

She moved away when she started to forget. She chose to forget all that her husband had done for her.

They were no longer recounting all their husband has done for them. They have forgotten the love that provided for them
in the wilderness. The road to spiritual adultery begins when we stop remembering all God has done for us. When we
forget our first love we start going down hill.

It is a tragic thing when people forget their first love (Rev 2:4-5). In fact we come around the table of the Lord every
month in order to “remember”’. We must, day by day, remind ourselves of all that God has done for us. We too soon
forget answered prayers and special moments when God was very close to us. We must never let the joy of our first
encounter with God fade. All that He did for us on the cross must never be allowed to fade from our minds.

Jeremiah challenges them to look back into their history (v4-8). Where had God ever failed? Could their forefathers tell a
story of God'’s failure? God has never failed so how come they have withdrawn from Him?

God had brought them through a land of deserts, of drought, and darkness, a land where no one travels and no one lives
(v6). In other words He is a God of the supernatural. He has never failed them.

Look over the whole world from as far to the west as you can go to as far to the east as you can go. People do not easily
abandon that which is precious. But these people have abandoned God (v11). The heavens are called upon to witness
what Israel has done and they are horrified.

What they are doing is as stupid as leaving a spring to get water from a cistern (v13). Knowing God is pictured as a
spring of flowing or living water. They have let that go in favour of water from a cistern.

It was the desire of every land owner to have a spring on his property, a permanent supply of fresh sweet water. Such
land was sold at a premium. Poor land did not have a spring and cisterns had to be dug.

These cisterns were very common. Excavations were made in a rock cavity. The cavity would be lined with lime based
plaster. In the rainy season water would gather in the cistern. During summer this water would then be bailed out, but it
was never as nice as fresh flowing water. More, it was not uncommon for these cisterns to develop cracks and leak.
They were very precarious.

The notion of coming to God is frequently likened to having one’s thirst quenched by a drink of water:

“They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights” (Psa 36:8).

"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine
and milk without money and without cost” (Isa 55:1).

“But whoever drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14).

“Then Jesus declared, ‘| am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will
never be thirsty” (John 6:35).

“On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me
and drink™ (John 7:37).

“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!” And let him who hears say, ‘Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever
wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life” (Rev 22:17).

Jesus on the cross cried “I thirst”. It was not for a physical drink but for the presence of His Father. He was experiencing
in His soul the emptiness of life without the Spirit of God and it was horrible.

Israel had God in her midst. She had a spring of water that would meet her every emotional need. She did not need to be
dependent on others for anything. For her to dig cisterns was mad.

What they are doing is about as stupid looking as the antics of a young camel. They look like a silly young camel skittish
and unreliable, running off in any direction at the slightest provocation. A young camel never takes more than three steps
in any one direction.

A young camel cannot walk straight they run here and there (v23). When a young camel gets loose in the market place
everyone scrambles out of the way because no one knows where the camel will step next. In a similar way the nation’s
behaviour has become inconsistent. They are always following the latest trend.
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What they are doing is not much better than the vulgar habits of a female donkey on heat. She sniffs the path in front of
her trying to pick up the scent of a male. This she gets from the male urine. Once she has the smell she charges off in
the direction that she assumes the male has gone. She is addicted.

Fancy getting involved with the idols of Baal. Fancy seeing these idols of Baal as the source and meaning of life (v27).
They see them as “father”. That is the protector and provider and guide.

Yet they seem to know that when real trouble hits and the times of prosperity are over they will need something more
substantial than the teachings of Baal.

They are not personal. There is no one there!!!l And this is the up side and the down side. Up in that they knew that the
Baals were not “real”. The Baals were all about the fertility cult. It was all about increasing the productivity of the land. It
was all about increasing wealth. The attraction of the Canaanite religion was that it imposed no moral restraints on their
conduct. This was part of the attraction. The down side was that if the Baals were not “real” there was no one there to
answer their prayers. They could call out all they liked to the Baals and they would never get an answer.

What the nation was doing is about as stupid as a girl forgetting her wedding day, and wedding dress.

The heart cry of God is that this people have roamed away. No woman would ever let go of her wedding jewellery.
People do not let go of that which is significant to them (v32). Yet these silly people have forgotten their heavenly Father.

Verse 13 - here is the heart of the matter. They have forsaken God. They have forsaken a deep personal intimate
relationship with God. The question is do we love God like newly weds love each other?
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 3:1-25
Beaconsfield Baptist Church Is it really that bad?
Sunday 30 October 2005

Jeremiah was a preacher. What we have here though are written words. Preachers today take their sermons and convert
them into something we can read. The spoken word of the preacher and the written word of the preacher are never
exactly the same. Nevertheless the gist or the heart is always the same. If we had heard Jeremiah preach we would
have heard all the points we have before us in this document. But the actual words would not be the same. The layout of
his work would not have been the same. He, or someone else, has converted his sermons into words that we now take in
through the eye gate and no longer the ear gate.

In the last chapter Jeremiah pictured the relationship that exists between them and God as being a marriage relationship.
Not like one, but actually one. The people of God are His bride. He loves them with the passion of a strong and faithful
husband.

When God gave Eve to Adam and Adam started to love, protect and nurture her and Eve started to honour and support
Adam, God was saying this is an illustration of how it is between us. “Adam and Eve” God said “| am as a bridegroom to
you and you are as a bride to Me”.

Revelation 13:8 speaks of Christ having been slain from before the creation of the world. If this is so then in God’s mind
spiritual things came before material ones. In reality, as far as God was concerned, Jesus was going to love His people
to the point of suffering for them long before the creation came into being. So much so when God created He created
with a view to it illustrating the reality of who He is and just how much He loves us. So when God created marriage it was
not simply that God considered marriage to be a good idea, God created marriage to illustrate the relationship which was
going to exist between God and His people. What we see going on between a husband and a wife in marriage was to be
a living illustration of what is going on between God and His people.

It is not that marriage happens to be a convenient way of illustrating the relationship between God and His people. No.
God orchestrated marriage for that very purpose.

Therefore Jeremiah pictures Israel’'s walking away from God as adultery. Adultery because the gap left in their lives by
the absence of God has been filled with other things. The emotional fulfilment that should have, and could have, been
found in God is now found in other things.

The answer to Jeremiah’s opening question would have been an emphatic “no”. Everyone would know that the husband
could not have his wife back, no matter what the circumstances.

The law behind Jeremiah’s opening argument is found in Deuteronomy 24:1-4. Under the law a man who divorces his
wife was not permitted to remarry her should she have remarried someone else in the interval. Under the law if they are
separated or divorced and both have stayed single then the re-establishing of the marriage was more than acceptable.
However if the wife should have married someone else and then that second marriage breaks down, it was not
acceptable for the original couple to be remarried. The purpose of the law was to strengthen marriage. It was simply not
appropriate for couples to marry break up and then remarry. To do so would be to make marriage a casual matter, and
marriage is anything but.

The real thought here is, “can she return to him?” But in their culture the man always was expected to take the initiative
and therefore the wording is male dominated, “should he return to her again?”

God is pictured as the one who took the initiative in taking Israel as His wife and Israel as the one who took the initiative
in leaving. This means that Israel now has no rights in seeking to initiate a return to her husband, God.

Jeremiah wants them to see how grave their situation is. They cannot simply wander away from God and then come
back at will. In fact if God does not do something she can, and will, never come back.

Their situation is pictured as being hopeless; as is the situation of every sinner. This is the picture we are meant to get
hold of. And against this hopeless situation we will see God go into action and make a way for them to come home.

Every human being is where Judah is. We are born estranged from God.

God'’s people were supposed to be as devoted to Him as a bride to her husband on her wedding day, but instead of that
they went off and threw themselves into the arms of another!

What is Jeremiah trying to say when he says Israel has committed adultery or has been into prostitution? Why does he
point to the hill tops or the barren heights as the place where this sexual activity takes place?

It was because the Baals were now the centre of people’s lives. The Baals were all to do with fertility. And of course the
more fertile the land the more wealth the land produced. And more wealth was what everyone wanted.

11



The teachings of the Baals was that rain was considered to be semen. The ground was considered to be a womb. The
crop was the fruit of this union. This meant that those caught up in this teaching ended up with a heavy interest in all
forms of sexual activity. Indeed a part of a man’s worship was to leave his semen with a priestess at a shrine where they
went for such activities. Such conduct brought out nothing but the worst in people and fostered a constant downgrading
of moral standards.

Rain was vital if there were to be crops and crops were vital if a man was to feed his family. Everyone had an interest in
doing all that was necessary to bring on the rain. The Baal way of bringing on the rain looked like a lot of fun!!!

So for Jeremiah the notion of adultery and prostitution had two meanings. There was the core meaning of trusting what
the Baal teachers had to say about who ultimately one had to rely on for sustenance, and there was the secondary
meaning in that for many getting involved with Baal meant sexual promiscuity.

Jeremiah attacks his listeners by accusing them not of simply wandering into Baal philosophy, but of chasing after it like
an Arab nomad who would go out into the desert and wait and watch for caravans in order to sell his wares. The Arab
trader would actively search out caravans and this notion of actively searching out is the one that Jeremiah is picking up
on when he says they are like the nomads watching for a caravan (v2).

In spite of their involvement with the fertility cult they still prayed to God. They still called him “Father”. When they were
up against it and the crops were poor and they were struggling they went to prayer. They were longing for Him to bless
them again.

So they knew God was one who heard prayers! So they knew God was capable of hearing them and doing something
about their plight. Why then did they ignore Him when all was well in the world? They seemed to think that their
involvement with the fertility cult was such a small thing. They seemed to think that their ignoring God was a matter of no
consequence.

Just over a week ago a man by the name of Rod Barnes was picked up in northern Victoria driving with a blood-alcohol
concentration of something like six times over the legal limit. It was the highest recorded level in over five years. Rod who
is 49 was also unlicensed and driving an unregistered car. Pretty serious stuff. Last Tuesday he was picked up again.
This time his blood-alcohol concentration was again in the same territory. More, in his intoxicated state he was driving
past a school at the very moment the kids were all coming out at the end of the day. When arrested he was reported as
saying, “I don’t think | did nothing so bad... all | was doing was going around the corner”. The man has no
comprehension of the severity of the way society views drink driving. For him it was a small matter, but for the rest of us
what he did was a big matter. So too here. Judah thinks what she is doing is a small matter. She has no comprehension
of how God views the matter.

Judah has now reached the point where her involvement with the fertility cult was not even seen as anything particularly
bad (v9).

Jeremiah needs to show them just how big a deal their actions are, so he turns to Israel to point out what happens to
those who abandon God (v6-11). Israel had walked this road and she had reaped the consequences also. She had been
destroyed (722 BC). If she would not be God’s people she will not be a people at alll Judah should look and learn.

By the way we tend to use the term “Israel” generically but technically the word “Israel” stands for the ten northern tribes
who went into exile in 722 BC never to be heard of again. The term “Judah” is the technical term for the two tribes of
Judah and Benjamin who were all that was left of the people of God following the 722 disaster.

Judah should have taken notice of what happened to her sister Israel 100 years ago. If she continues to act in the same
way she would suffer the same result. She could not put in the same figures and expect a different answer!

Along with Judah we are meant to look and learn also.

Israel, says Jeremiah, did not have what Judah has. Israel did not have a concrete model of just what the results would
be if they continued to reject God. But Judah has. Israel is that paradigm. So Judah is guiltier than Israel was.

Judah should have noticed something else also. God keeps putting up the stakes. During their wilderness wanderings
each time they pulled back from God they suffered. They had known what it was to be bitten by the venomous snakes.
When they pulled back from God during the period of the Judges they suffered much more than they ever had during the
40 years in the desert. Now they knew what it was to live under the heel of the Philistines. And now they suffer much
more intensely again. Now they are abandoned completely, sent into exile. They are no longer a people, no longer
having a land of their own. They are finished.

In a sense they have just what they want. They have a life away from God. And this is how hell works. It is not a nice
place to be, but on the other hand the very heart of the notion of hell is it is the place where God is not. And for those
who would rather not have God in their lives it is the place they would rather be.

Note verse 7 it was not their past behaviour that was the barrier to reconciliation but their current unwillingness to
change. Jeremiah will have much to say about judgement and punishment in the chapters ahead. Much has been written
on the ultimate punishment, hell. One of the arguments that is often brought up against the concept of eternal hell is it is
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all out of balance. How can God send someone to an eternal damnation for what was done in such a relatively short
period of time? This question assumes that those sent to hell change their minds and long for an opportunity to repent
and be forgiven. That assumption is not right. In the book of Revelation we read, “Let him who does wrong continue to do
wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue
to be holy” (Rev 2:11). In other words those who have no interest in God will always have no interest in God. They are
not going to change their minds following death.

Billy Graham tells the story of two men who arrived late at the wharf where two boats, packed with holiday makers where
about to set sail for a day’s outing; one with Sunday school kids and their teachers, the other with beer swilling
fishermen. The man who was to go on the Sunday school picnic boat got on the wrong one and the drinking fisherman
got on the Sunday school boat. At the end of the day both men came home and said “that was hell!”

Heaven and hell are not about places, but about relationship - a relationship with God or not being in relationship with
God.

These people cry in their suffering and distress. They hurt. Yet for all their pain they do not pray to God (v21). It was still
to their fertility cult that they look for relief. They looked to wealth and sex to ease their pain. If only they could see that
the source of their pain was ultimately being cut off from God. In a way they are already tasting something of the pain of
hell. After death the experience will simply be intensified but it will not be different from what they are now going through.

There is terrible pain when a family relationship breaks down. Be it a husband and wife separating or a son marching out
on his dad. Jeremiah captures that for us here. God and Israel suffer. God longs to have His people back. He longs for
them to love Him again.

Jeremiah finishes this chapter by giving the people a model set of words. Here are the words that they could use when
they decide to come to God. Here is an ideal confession which Judah can use. It was the kind of confession that God
was longing to hear (v22).

Jeremiah would have them acknowledge all that the fertility cult offered was a delusion, a deception. Judah had been
deceived and needed to confess her only hope was God.

They needed to acknowledge that their preoccupation with Baal had impoverished them, not enriched them. Involvement
with the Baals, which was supposed to secure material benefits, had only succeeded in bringing more stress into their
lives.

These were the words they should have said - sad to say that as a nation they never did. All God asks of them is that
they acknowledge their abandoning of Him (v13). But they never did.

If we are to come home we must repent and abandon all the other things we prize so highly. Our lovers!!! True love
requires an undivided heart.

Sin is never primarily about breaking laws it is about spoiling a relationship. Repentance is never simply being sorry for
the wrong done, it is always a positive movement towards a new life with God.

At the end of the day it is always about “loving the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your mind, and all your soul
and all your strength”.
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 4:1-31
Beaconsfield Baptist Church God’s wrath
Sunday 13 November 2005

“A cry is heard on the barren heights, the weeping and pleading of the people of Israel, because they have perverted
their ways and have forgotten the Lord their God” (3:21). If this is true then the way out of their pain is to return to God.
But is it true? Are people in emotional pain because they are not in a relationship with God? Do we have the evidence of
people in emotional pain? Are all non Christians miserable?

We know they are not. But on the other hand they are not as happy or as fulfilled as they would be, or could be, if they
were intimate with God. This is a matter of more or less, not either or. We are dealing with a continuum.

The other day | was at my daughter’s house. The TV was on and it was the most appalling picture. | asked her about it
and she said it was no big deal. Well it may not have been for her, but it was for me. | set to work and two hours later she
had a vastly improved reception. A bit of work here and there on the aerial, and a bit of work here and there on the aerial
leads, and things were looking a lot better. She was amazed! Now it was not a matter of no TV it was a matter of very
poor TV and she had no idea just how good we could get things.

What the young Jeremiah was seeking to get across to these folk is just how impoverished their lives were without God.
They had no idea just what pleasures could be theirs.

Toward the end of the chapter the people of God are pictured as a lose woman seeking to attract a lover (v30). Dressing
up and putting on make-up. It is poetic language. There is lots of poetry in Jeremiah, in fact more poetry than prose. The
picture is of someone putting lots of energy into getting what they think will make them happy. The people of Jerusalem
are pictured as putting on lots of make-up and working very hard at making themselves look good in an endeavour to
attract a lover. But why do they want a lover? For the emotional buzz, for the rich sense of feeling good about
themselves.

We all want to feel good, we all want rich emotional satisfaction, and we are driven to find such fulfilment. In fact there is
not much that we will not do to achieve a sense of wellbeing.

Virtually all advertising is about selling us products that will make us “feel” good. That the product may be useful plays
second fiddle to how it will make us feel. In one of the catalogues that came to our place this week there was an ad for a
BBQ. Now we have all done BBQ-ing on a hot day. It is not much fun. It is simply a job that needs to be done. Sausages
must be cooked; pretty boring and anything but glamorous. Buying a BBQ is hardly going to meet too many emotional
needs. However what about if BBQ-ing is all about cooking with a very attractive girl standing next to you with a huge
grin on her face and a nice smart drink in her hand? There she is staring at you with admiration as you cook the
sausages. Now being admired makes us feel very good. So the ad was not about cooking silly old sausages but about
doing something so special, and being someone so special that Miss Universe has to stop whatever she was doing to
come and watch you cook.

In another catalogue we had an ad for a thermometer. They too are pretty boring, nothing to get too excited about. But
what about one that projects the temperature reading up on to your ceiling! Now we are talking! You can have all your
friends around and say, “Hey look at my ceiling”.

Myers go straight to the heart of the matter with their, “make you feel brand new” ads. Toyota do the same with their “Oh
what a feeling” ads.

If you were selling food you might think you should call a meal, “filling”, or “nutritious”, or “tasty” but if you knew that the
name of the game was making people feel good you would call your meal a “Happy Meal”.

In that day and age if a vassal country started to agitate and started to make moves to pull out of an empire, if it started
to talk in terms of not paying taxes and not allowing foreign troops to be stationed on their soil, then the first thing that
would happen would a strong diplomatic representation from the superpower. A vassal state knew that if the down side
was being under the thumb of an empire the up side was no one would touch her. She belonged! She was safe from
another aggressive neighbour. There would be a high standard of law and order around the place. There would be no
barriers to trade and so on. Now if the work of the envoy failed then the superpower would launch an attack. It was
always in everyone’s interest to settle things long before the army arrived. It seems God is following the same order here.
Jeremiah is His diplomat stressing the stupidity of pulling back from God.

From verse 5 right through until the end of chapter 6 Jeremiah deals with the matter of consequences. The theme is
judgement.

We all feel uncomfortable with the notion of God’s wrath and judgement. At the ordination service last Sunday each of
the ordinands gave an account of their call to Pastoral ministry. One said that she had been told of a God who was full of
wrath and just waiting to judge. It was a God she wanted nothing to do with. We understand what she was saying. We all
feel very uncomfortable around angry people. She went on to speak of finding a God full of love, tenderness and
forgiveness. And such is our God.
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| was at a meeting last week at which a particular preacher was being discussed. The comment was that he preaches
hell, fire and brimstone. The implication was we would rather not have to listen to that stuff.

If God is love and He is, then somehow, and in some way, what we read of His wrath cannot contradict the reality of the
fact that God is love. God’s love is so rich, knowing Him is so satisfying that not knowing His love, and not enjoying
relationship with Him is literally hell.

The language here is poetic and one writer says it feels a bit like a nightmare. The events are out of sequence, there
does not appear to be any logical order, we are not entirely sure what is happening but you know it is frightening.

The point being made is that compared to knowing God this is what it is like!

Jeremiah uses lots of poetic imagery in this chapter to describe the coming judgement. He wants to speak into our
emotions. He wants us to ‘feel’ something of the coming calamity.

Jeremiah calls them to sound the trumpet (v5) through the land. That was their way of announcing a state of emergency.
On hearing the trumpet or the horn the citizens would flee from their fields where they were working and from their out
lying villages and run to the safety of the walled fortified cites. This was what happened when a foreign army invaded the
land. There were no radios, and the only way to forewarn people was with the trumpet. As you can imagine it was not
much forewarning.

The contrast is between sitting peaceably at home in one’s village, looking at one’s garden, enjoying one’s possessions,
watching the children at play and running in a mad panic to the security of the walled city as a marauding army
approaches. Knowing all that is left outside the city will be plundered and destroyed. When an army invaded you lost
everything, your home, your possessions, all that you had built up over the years, your farm, your barns, your animals,
and your family. Everything would be taken away. The people are pictured as being panic stricken because they know
they will lose everything. Knowing that one is about to be under siege behind the city walls. Knowing that hunger and
loss await, and not having any real certainty that the invading army will not also break through the city walls and kill you.

Dan lay on the northern limit of Israel and therefore would be the first city to face any invading army coming from the
Euphrates. She is pictured here passing the warning south to the rest of the nation that they are under attack.

Then catastrophe is pictured as a hot wind; a wind far too strong for doing the work of winnowing; a wind so strong that it
would carry off grain and chaff. Like one of our scorching north winds driving temperatures up to 40 degrees; such
extremes of heat that everyone is driven inside. Again the contrast - knowing God'’s love is like a beautiful day with a
gentle wind and mild temperatures, and not knowing God’s love is like a suffocating heat wave.

Then catastrophe is pictured as a rising bank of storm clouds; a destructive weather pattern; weather so extreme that
damage is inevitable. Again the contrast is the same as the picture of the hot wind.

In verses 23 to 28 we have yet another picture of the coming destruction. The language is hyperbole. It is over the top. It
is poetic.

Things will be so bad that it will be like going back before God created order out of the world which was without form and
was void (Gen 1:2). We have a picture of the reverse of Genesis 1. Now, people, plants, animals are all gone. The
picture is of the world being uncreated. The mountains were always a symbol of stability and strength. Yet even they will
be swaying (v24). God created the land to be fruitful, but now it will be a desert. God had created a paradise for His
family but if they will not be His family they will not have the garden. To know God’s love is to live in paradise, to reject
that love is to live in a desert.

Here is a warning. Things are going to get worse, not better. If you think you are in pain now wait until God is completely
gone!

Jeremiah loves his people and therefore the deep pain within at the thought of what they will face (v19). In fact he did not
say the “agony of my heart”, but the “agony of my bowels” - the organ deeply affected by emotional experiences.
Jeremiah aches because his friends are destroying themselves. They are in pain now, and there is much more to come.

Jeremiah was sick to the stomach. The thought of the coming judgement made his stomach churn and gave his heart
palpitations.

In verse 22 God speaks. He calls His people fools. They are fools because they do not know Him.

Not only do we experience the wrath of God in the present (note Rom 1:18) if we are living without Him, but we will
experience that wrath in much greater measure in the future following death (Matt 18:9, 25:30, 2 Pet 2:17, Jude 13 and
of course many other places). Now we can soften the terrible hunger in our emotions with a hundred and one things. But
following death if we do not have God we will have nothing. We will experience the most awful longings for ever and
ever. This is hell.

It does not have to be this way. God longs to have us open our lives to His love.
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God is looking for a deep change. Jeremiah uses the picture of ploughing. He tells them to break up unploughed ground
and not to sow among thorns. This is interesting because in their culture sowing among thorns is just what they did.

The farmer would scatter his seed over unploughed weedy land. He would scatter it over rocky land and hard land. Then
the whole lot would then be ploughed in. Now the ratio of seed to weeds was such that only a few weeds would come up
in among the crop. However Jeremiah is saying that when you have land that is totally infested with weeds you have no
choice but to abandon it and start on a new block of land. Therefore his words to plough “unploughed ground and not try
and plough as normal among the thorns”.

The point here is there must be a radical new beginning. We must be completely devoted to God.
These people were no more evil than our generation. All they wanted was lots of wealth, comforts, entertainments, and
to be left alone. They did not feel evil. But the issue is not morality. The issue is a relationship with God. Do you love the

Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind and all your strength? Yes or no?

The good news is that God has His heart open to them. “Return to Me” declares the Lord (v1). There is no reason for
them to stay impoverished.

In Jesus God has shown us how far His forgiveness will go. His love absorbed the self-centeredness of a Peter and Paul.
His heart is open to you and |. Come and open your life to God.
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 5:1-31
Beaconsfield Baptist Church “God lives”
Sunday 20 November 2005

Jeremiah calls on his listeners to search all over Jerusalem and to see if they can find just one person who acts decently
or has a God-like disposition.

Is there just one person who acts truthfully, who shows evidence of being God-like? We are not necessarily seeking out
perfect people, but we are seeking out someone, who as Jesus put it, “Loves the Lord their God with all their heart and
with all their soul and with all their mind and with all their strength” (Mark 12:30).

This idea of finding just one decent person is based on God’s encounter with Abraham who was so keen that the city of
Sodom not be destroyed. In that story God said, “if you can find just ten decent folk | will not destroy the city,” (Gen
18:23). Here Jeremiah is saying that he has no hope of finding ten but perhaps there could be just one. Jeremiah is
putting the city down. He is saying, in a rather subtle way, that even evil Sodom had more decent people in among it than
did Jerusalem. The implication is that Sodom had more going for it than did Jerusalem.

It was not moralism that Jeremiah was looking for, but a passionate love of God. The trouble with moralism is that you
end up doing nothing but measuring yourself against others. Am | better than them! Paul concluded that all his moral
achievements were nothing more than rubbish (Phil 3:3-8).

Our goal is not to be more moral, or more law abiding. Our goal is to be more loving. That is more God-like.

There is something about the behaviour of those who love God. They literally act God-like or Christ-like. The evidence of
the Spirit within is obvious and powerful. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (Gal 5:22) are the
fruit of the Spirit.

At the end of the chapter Jeremiah describes the people’s wrong doing (v27&28). The heart of the matter was that these
folk were not loving. They did not defend the rights of the poor. They did not care for those who were at the bottom of
society. They happily let the less fortunate go without.

They literally treated some people as if they were non people, or didn’t exist.

At the BUV Assembly meetings a couple of weeks ago, the President of the Baptist Union of Australia, Dr. Ross Clifford
spoke. He grew up in a Christian home and was well acquainted with the Christian life. However as a 16 year old he
found himself pretty unsettled for a whole pile of reasons. He dealt with his emotional turmoil by running away. Walked
out of school, out of his home and started to hitchhike around Australia. He told us he did it tough. He had nothing going
for him. He slept on the streets. He was just another kid making do with public toilets, food from dustbins at the back of
restaurants and newspapers and park benches for beds. | think he said this went on for about a year. The time does not
matter. What does matter is that there came a moment when he started to think through who he was, and where he was
going. So it was that one Sunday morning he felt a strong urge to go to church. He ambled up to a church, no idea of the
time. As it happened he arrived just as the folk were pouring out. Now he did not look the best. He had slept in his rather
shabby clothes. He did not smell the best. And emotionally he was not at his best, to say the least. Yet he knew he
needed to be with God’s people. He went up to the church door and a few of the teenagers started to chat to him. But
none of the chats went for very long because mums and dads were beckoning sons and daughters away from this rather
strange looking character. He said that was not the worst part of the experience. The worst was the terrible sense of
abandonment that came when the last car drove out of the car park and he was left alone.

| am not sure how you judge sin. However | would say that church sinned terribly that day.

These are people who say, “As surely as the Lord lives” but then act as if He did not live. They were living as if there was
no God.

Our names are connected to us. “David Morland” are not just two ordinary words. They are my name. If | had never been
born and someone made up the name “David Morland” then you could have fun with the name. But you do not have fun
with the words “David Morland” because you know they are my name.

If you hurt your finger you would not say, “David Morland” because you know those words belong to me. You also know
that if you call out “David Morland” loud enough | will come.

These people did not believe that God lived. To them God had become irrelevant. The word “Lord” was not connected to
a person. They lived their lives as if God was not there.

If they are going to use the words, “as surely as the Lord lives” (v2) then they had better start acting and living as if those
words were true. “As surely as the Lord lives” was a very common phrase. However on the lips of most it was an empty
phrase. Jeremiah is saying if you are going to use phrases like “as surely as the Lord lives” you had better believe that
He does in fact live.

17



We assume that normally when Jeremiah is speaking of adultery he is speaking of their polluting of their marriage with
God. But in verse 8 it seems that Jeremiah is having a go at the appalling lack of sexual boundaries.

If there is no God then no one is watching and they can do as they like. Can | see God? No! But God can see me!! These
people were acting as if there were no God watching them and to whom they will one day have to give account.

In verses 20-31 Jeremiah is amazed at their insensitivity to the many, many evidences of God. They seem to think they
live in a universe without God. Yet all around them are the evidences of His actions.

They do not seem to understand that it is He, and He alone, who runs the cosmos. It is He who says where the boundary
is between sea and land. More, it is an everlasting barrier that the sea cannot cross. The waves may hammer at the
beach for a thousand years but they cannot ever march up the beach (v21).

The Israelites always had a fear of the sea. Therefore we are not surprised that in paradise there will be no sea. “Then |
saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer
any sea” (Rev 21:1). In fact there very well may be sea in paradise. What John is saying in Revelation is that there will be
nothing there that causes us any fear.

Jeremiah wants them to understand that if only they understood God was indeed alive and active they would have no
need to fear anything, let alone such matters as the sea. All is under God’s control.

In the creation story it was God who gathered the waters together (Gen 1:9) in order that there may be dry land. Many
live with a deep seated insecurity and anxiety that the creation will break down and the sea will again wash over the
continents and so leave us with nowhere to live. There was always a fear that the climate would become so unfriendly
that there would be no more harvests. The fear of “climate change” has always been with us. Ultimately it is the fear of
death.

Members of the extreme Green movement seem to live in a panic. They are in a constant tizz over climate warming or,
as it is now called, climate change. They are panicking that our burning of coal and oil will put so much greenhouse gas
into the atmosphere, the atmosphere will heat up, the ice caps will melt, and the seas will rise and we will not have
enough land to live on.

Over the last 150 years or so the mean temperature of the globe has risen by 0.6 degrees. It is believed that this has
been caused by industrialisation and it's by-product — the greenhouse effect. If this is true then as industrialisation
increases so the greenhouse effect will increase and temperatures will continue to rise. Answer; slow down or stop
industrialisation. Now if we try to stop industrialisation it means there will be a slow down in economic growth. Standby
for job loses and lower standards of living. Far better to have wealth and with that wealth deal with the various side
effects of global warming, than be cooler and poorer; so argues Nigel Lawson (Einancial Review, 19 November 2005,
p.62).

He further argues that as we continue to develop and industrialise we are becoming more and more efficient. Our
greenhouse gases are already increasing at an even slower rate. Nevertheless the temperature is moving up, be it ever
so slightly. As Lawson points out, this is not all bad. For instance, there is going to be the cultivation of areas that have
hitherto been too cold to be used.

| happen to believe Lawson is right. Nevertheless | also see the matter in a different light. | believe in a God who both
created this universe and maintains it. And | believe that when God said “as long as the earth endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, will never cease” (Gen 8:22) He meant it. In other words the
One who created the earth has guaranteed it will not break down. There is no need for panic; the temperature may creep
up a fraction, but all is well.

Do you remember the panic that was abroad during the 1950-60 over the matter of population? There was a real fear
that there were going to be so many people on earth we would not be able to feed ourselves. There was no fear for those
who believed the word of God, Then God said, "l give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food” (Gen 1:29). "Therefore | tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the
body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” (Matt 6:25-26).

Jeremiah jumps back to his pictures of the pain of living without God. We have pictures of lions, and wolves, and
leopards (v6), ferocious, aggressive animals that attack and destroy and devour. The picture is meant to bring fear.
Jeremiah wants his listeners to know that it is a fearful thing to live without God. It is something to be feared.

Jeremiah, in his poetry, pictures them as a domesticated ox which has broken his tether and headed out into the bush.
He thinks to himself this is so nice. No more owner, no more work, no more pulling that plough, but in the bush there is
no one to protect him. In the bush there is no stall and no safety. Now he is on his own. Therefore because he is on his
own he is vulnerable. It is only a matter of time before he is attacked by a lion, or a wolf, or a leopard and devoured.

To wander away from God is to invite the same fate.
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Next Jeremiah sees the people pictured as a vineyard. Isaiah pictured the people as a vine also (Isa 5:1-7). God is going
to send a vandal who will rip branches off the vines. To live without God is to vandalise our lives and our emotions.

What Jeremiah says is laughed at. They do not believe that harm would ever come to them; neither short term or long
term, neither in this life or the life to come.

Like it or not the truth lies with what Jeremiah is saying. His words are like fire (v14). They are not hot air they will really
burn.

No matter how much pain these folk are in (v3) they do not come to God. It is when we are at the end of our tethers that
finally we cry out seriously to God. Even when these folk are up against it they still do not turn to God. They have to turn
elsewhere.

Listen to this: “How do | know what is right for me? Why can’t | have happiness in my life? Where do | find answers to
my questions? Why do | feel different than others? Why can'’t | find peace? How do | gain clarity about my life’s journey?
Who do | trust? Who can help me when | feel so overwhelmed? How do | get to know the real me? Why do | feel so
insecure? Who am |? After listing these and similar questions, a company called Tranquil Solutions offers to teach you
“the simple steps to inner peace and understanding”. (From an ad in last week’s local Leader Newspaper 16 November
2005)

Or what about this: “The aim of life is to experience perfect happiness and love. We are searching for this love every
moment we are alive”. So go the opening words of ad | read this week. And where is the answer to be found? Yoga! A
certain Swami will show you the way. Or another one | saw was for Orion-Theta Healing, where you learn how to
facilitate extraordinary physical emotional and spiritual change in yourself and others. Orion allows you to live the life you
want, now! | found these ads in a magazine called Nova, a “give-away” at the shops. It is one of those mind body spirit
magazines with a quarter of a million readers every month. | tell you there are a lot of people out there quite lost; people
who are hungry for emotional satisfaction.

The so called Mind Body Spirit movement is big time. It is big time because there are a lot of hungry people out there.
Having said, “no” to God they end up saying, “yes” to anything that will fill the emotional hole.

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way” (Isa 53: 6).

These people do not know God. There may be some excuse for the folk who have to toil all day at their labours (v4).
They did not have the time to think and read. Yet among the leaders and the ruling classes there must have been many
who knew God (v5). These folk have the time to read and to think. But no they too were ignorant. They too were
preoccupied with their own affairs.

God was irrelevant. They were living their lives with no thought as to what He wanted of them. They honestly thought
God did not care. God was not in their thoughts or on their hearts. His name may be on their lips but He was not in their
lives.

The picture is of Jeremiah looking first among the working classes for his righteous person, and then among the well-to-
do.

The workers may not have had time to study theology but surely the priests and the community rulers have. Those who
have had the chance to read and think are without excuse.

The passage ends up on a terrible note. Their prophets and preachers were not bringing the word of God to them and
the people loved it. They were not the least bit interested in hearing what God had to say (v31); neither the workers nor
the rulers, the well educated nor the uneducated. All alike are not interested in God and what He has to say.

What about us? Are we listening to what Jeremiah is saying? Or are we like those who first heard him and do not have
any interest at all in what God has to say?
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 6:1-30
Beaconsfield Baptist Church Real Wealth
Sunday 4 December 2005

This chapter is a bit like a summary of chapters 4&5. The last chapter ended with the scary words, “but what will you do
in the end?” (5:31). Here is a warning. This chapter too is yet another warning. But Jeremiah'’s listeners took as much
notice of it as we do of car alarms and house alarms. We all know what it is to hear them blaring away with no one taking
the least bit of notice. Jeremiah’s words were having about the same effect as the warning on a cigarette packet of a
heavy smoker. Or why are we all so surprised that Melbourne man Ngugen Tuong Van was executed last Friday (2
December). Did he think that all the Singapore warnings about the penalties for drug smuggling only applied to others?
Did he think he would be the exception to the law?

You know we act out what we believe. If we believe “she will be right” then we will act with a belief that everything will be
okay in the end, that there will be no consequences which cannot be handled. Van seems to have operated out of a
belief system that said the Singapore society will, at the end of the day, be as tolerant about drug trafficking as is our
society.

The tragedy is that there was a huge gap between what he believed and reality.

We could do nothing to save that man from the consequences of his actions. We could have perhaps done more to warn
him of the consequences of his actions. But would he have believed us?

Jeremiah is not like the young chap crying “wolf” when there is no wolf. Jeremiah is shouting because there is a wolf.

The fall of Jerusalem is a certainty. They may think what this man says is irrelevant but it will not alter the fact that all will
be caught up in the consequences of ignoring God. Children, teenagers, husbands and wives and the aged (v11) no one
will escape the tragedy.

Jeremiah’s opening words are strong and strident. The people of Benjamin must flee. Jeremiah’s home village was
Anathoth and although only about 5 kms north of Jerusalem was actually in the territory of Benjamin. The territory of the
tribe of Benjamin was right next door to the territory of the tribe of Judah. Following the Assyrian conquest of the ten
northern tribes two hundred years earlier, Benjamin and Judah had become one tribe and they were known as the Jews.
Tekoa on the other hand was just 8 kms south of Jerusalem. The point being made is that these villages are on the
doorstep of the city. The enemy is all around. There is nowhere safe.

In poetic language Jerusalem is pictured as a lush field to which shepherds will come with their flocks to graze (v2). The
shepherds are of course the foreign generals, and the sheep are the soldiers who will come in and plunder the city.

It was normal in those days for all fighting to take place only in the hours of daylight. Generals would only launch attacks
at dawn and so ensure a full days fighting. The picture in verse 4 is of an army so keen to get on with it that they will not
wait. They start their advance at noon. More, they are so certain of their superior strength that they do not pull back at
night fall. They fight on even in the dark - most unusual.

When the enemy breaks in these people will lose everything. Jeremiah pictures a terrifying fate. The one object of the
invaders will be the destruction of everything that the Jews own.

When the enemy army arrives they will be utterly unable to deal with the catastrophe. No matter what strategies they
may put in place they will all fail when the invaders arrive. It will be too late for the diplomats to seek a peace treaty, it will
be too late to find or seek an ally and it will be too late to build better fortifications.

They will find to their horror that there will be no protection anywhere (v25).

The only thing left to do will be to mourn. And mourn they will. They will literally roll in the ashes. They will hurt as does a
mum and dad for an only son who has died (v26). Of course the notion of loosing an only son is that there will be no
descendants, there will be no one to leave one’s property to. There is no sense of future. It is the end of everything.

What has this calamity got to do with us? In what way does the destruction of Jerusalem affect us?

What happens here is a foretaste of the final judgement. “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare” (2 Pet
3:10-11).

The disaster that fell upon Jerusalem is a warning sign to us. The folk of Jerusalem found it hard to believe God would
allow their city to be totally destroyed, and we find it hard to fathom that God will take everything away from us. Yet the
reality is that we are all going to die. The reality is that Jesus is going to return. The reality is that everything we have we
are destined to lose.

In the city, along side the Yarra River, a new building is going up, Freshwater Towers. It is a rather beautiful construction.
When finished it will be a salubrious apartment block. | know exactly what it will look like when finished! Although it is still
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far from complete | know just how it will appear when completed. There will be no surprises for me. How do | know? Well
there is a model of it on display. Anyone can go and look at the model and see just what the final building will look like.
The finished building will be huge but it will be no different to the picture we have of it in the model.

The calamity which came upon Jerusalem is no different to the calamity that is coming upon the world.

The tragedy was they did not realise their true situation. Those who should have known better were no different to the
rest. The prophets and the priests should have been constantly pushing them toward God, but they were not. They were
lulling the folk into a belief that all was well - that the city would always be there, and that God was irrelevant.

These preachers who were saying, “peace, peace” and “all is okay” (v14) were doing the people a terrible disservice.
There was a gap between what these preachers were saying and what the word of God was saying.

These men were selling the people short. There was no real security in the city and their properties and possessions. But
more, real joy and emotional satisfaction was not to be found in their properties anyway.

| was reading the other day of this minister who used to live in the country. He said how he used to regularly watch mobs
of sheep trotting past the manse gate. He said they always seemed to know where they were going. Later, he discovered
that these sheep were going to the slaughter-house and he found out why they went so eagerly. The owner kept a
particular ram which knew the way to the place and as he trotted along the rest simply followed him. Each time they went
to the slaughter-house the owner would let this ram out a side gate and take him home in order that he could repeat his
performance with yet another mob of sheep. If only the poor old sheep knew where they were being led! (David R.
Nicholas, Musical Wheat, p.12)

That the people were hungry for emotional satisfaction and happiness was not the problem. The problem was where they
were looking to find such fulfilment. Blaise Pascal said, “All men seek happiness. This is without exception”. We may all
seek it in different ways and from different sources but we seek happiness. We seek emotional fulfilment. A couple of
weeks ago we talked of the emotional fulfilment that we derive from our processions and the following week we spoke of
the drive for emotional fulfilment that drives the New Age Movement, or as it is more commonly called, the Mind Body
and Spirit Movement.

This desire for emotional fulfilment is part of the way that we are made. God made us to be happy. “Rejoice and again |
say rejoice” (Phil 3:1) is a command. We have the command in Psalm 37:4 also, “Delight yourself in the Lord”. All God’s
commands are for our good. All God’s commands are to enrich us emotionally.

The longing to be happy is a universal human experience, and it is good, not sinful. (John Piper, Desiring God, p.19 —
plus a number of other thoughts in this sermon)

Jeremiah’s burden was that the people were looking in the wrong place for their emotional fulfiiment.

C.S. Lewis claims in his book “The Weight of Glory” that God thinks our desire for emotional fulfilment is too weak. By
that he means we are happy enough with the emotional satisfaction we get from our processions and our families and
our careers but we ought not to be. These things bring us joy, but there is much greater joy to be had. We are far too
easily pleased. We do not seek emotional fulfilment with anything like the drive that we should.

There is so much more happiness to be had. If only we would not rest until we knew the kind of stuff that Jesus spoke of,
“that your joy may be complete” (John 16:24).

Last year Anne and | bought a digital camera. | worked out how to take photos with it and away we went, happily
snapping pictures here, there and everywhere. After having the camera for some months | discovered that it had a
barrage of features. It was capable of doing so much more than | had ever been aware of. But to get to these features
one had to work very, very hard at understanding the menu. The various abilities of the camera were only there for those
who were willing to explore and study.

God is the source of complete and unending pleasure, “In His presence is fullness of joy and at His right hand there are
pleasures forever more (Psa 16:11).

“So get rid of your finest gold, as though it were sand. Let God All-Powerful be your silver and gold, and you will find
happiness by worshiping Him” (Job 22:24-26).

Now we all know how much pleasure gold brings us but, compared to the happiness that God brings, it is like sand. But
the happiness that God gives is only for those who press hard into Him. It is for those who do not even bother to find
happiness in gold and property.

The other day | was in my car and had the radio on and | caught an interview with a 62 year old nun. She had entered
the convent at 20. She was the most delightful soul. A happier, brighter, content, fulfilled person you could not have
wished for. She was a delight to listen to. Now the particular Order she had entered was one where the nuns spent all
day praying. That was their calling. Their work every day was to pray. Now out of all the orders she could have chosen
why this one? Because, she told us, as a teenager she loved God with a passion so powerful that she could not get
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enough of Him. Her intimacy with God was so rich that she was not interested in anything else in life. He satisfied her
every emotional desire.

Jeremiah tells his listeners that to find rest for their souls all they needed to do was respond to what they already knew
(v16). Jeremiah was not an innovator. These people knew the stories of God. They knew what their forefathers had
discovered about God.

Rest for their souls, or deep emotional contentment was only to be found in living with and for God.

Here is a word for those who have come to the crossroads of life and have lost meaning and drive. Here is a word for
those who do not know which way to turn.

Now when you are at the crossroads and do not know which way to turn the best thing you can do is seek direction.

God did not want His people lost. He did not want them to perish and so appointed watchmen over them who warn them
of the dangers of moving from the ancient paths (v17). This is the work that Jeremiah had been called to.

If you too will listen to Jeremiah’s direction he will point us back to the ancient ways. That is to “walk according to the law
of the Lord” (Psa 1:1).

This verse is the only one that Jesus quotes directly from Jeremiah, "Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls” (Matt 11:28-29).

In the last picture (v27-30) Jeremiah is seen as a metallurgist and the picture acts as an epilogue for the sermons of
chapters 2-6.

In the picture the metallurgist is seeking to pull pure silver from the ore.

To do this silver ore was placed in a crucible and heated. Into the molten silver lead was placed. All the impurities in the
silver would be attracted to the lead. But in this picture the silver ore was so impure that it was impossible to purge the
dross out. The silver ore was of too poor a quality to be of any value.

So Jeremiah concludes the people of Jerusalem were so hopelessly impure that they were beyond the refining process.
It was as if it were a waste of time to go on refining because the wicked were not being removed.

His preaching fire had been unable to move them. His preaching was the fire that was supposed to stir the people. But
no matter how hot his sermons the people have not been moved.

Nevertheless his preaching has brought things to a head. His preaching has brought them to the point of decision. And
they have chosen to reject. Was it because he was a teenager? Did that give them the excuse they needed to not
believe? Rejecting the message because of the preacher is very common. But it will not wash. The word of God always
comes through inadequate men and women.

As a preacher this teenager looked a failure. In fact there was nothing wrong with his preaching. That the people did not
respond is no proof his preaching was inadequate.

These are people with a closed mind.

These people have turned a deaf ear to God so often they have reached the point where they can no longer hear what
God is saying. Their ears are tuned into the clamour of the material world. They left no time to consider what a preacher
like Jeremiah might be saying.

The heart of their evil did not lie in their immorality. It lay in their lack of love for God.

The other day | was reading a book by a retired missionary (Roy Conwell, Miracles Are Normal, p.114). For many years
he ran a mission leprosy hospital in the mountains of Sudan. It was the only medical help available for hundreds of
kilometres. Leprosy sufferers came to the hospital from great distances seeking help. The hospital was run on a shoe
string and was the centre of Christian activity in a Muslim world. One day the mail truck pulled up out the front of the
hospital which by the way was out in the bush, miles from anywhere. As usual there were dozens of passengers hanging
off it. But from the cabin there emerged a rather well-to-do man; he would have to have been to get the privilege of
travelling in the cab. Roy noticed that the driver was particularly courteous to him. Roy went over to meet the chap. He
introduced himself and said he had leprosy and that he had come for treatment. He would pay whatever the costs were
and he expected to be well provided for. At that very moment a woman who had been on the back of the truck caught
Roy’s eye. She was in a bad way. She was dressed in rags. She had putrid ulcers on her body. All she owned was in a
cloth bag which she hung on to as she literally crawled away from the truck. She was dirty and unkempt and was
suffering badly from leprosy. Upon seeing her Roy moved quickly over to her. He called for one of his staff to come and
help. A nurse came out and put her arm around her and half carried her to the hospital. While all this was happening he
had almost forgotten the other chap. Roy turned back to him. He was both angry and amazed. He was angry that a
woman had been given preferential treatment. He was angry that his wealth did not cause him to receive any more
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respect than the destitute woman. He could not believe Roy would have touched someone as repulsive as that woman.
Roy’s summing up of the little drama was simply that the chap was someone who had never seen people acting in a
“God-like” manner.

There was a sequel to the story. Both patients responded well to the treatment. Within a few months both were ready to
go home. The well-to-do chap, by well-to-do we mean by the standards of his country, thanked Roy for his treatment
made a financial contribution and went on his way. The woman on the other hand was a changed person. Never had she
tasted such love before or such kindness and generosity. In that hospital she had met God. She left beaming. She went
out poorer than the chap and yet at the same time infinitely richer. That chap was destined to lose all his wealth. She was
destined to have the love of God forever.
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 7:1-8:3
Beaconsfield Baptist Church The Temple Sermon
Sunday 22 January 2006

Jeremiah was a preacher. The bulk of what we have in his book are the records of what he preached. The passage we
are looking at this morning is commonly known as the “Temple Sermon”. Mainly because it was preached, like many of
Jesus’ sermons, on one of the plazas of the temple.

Such is God’s love that He never stopped sending preachers to His people (v25). This was God’s kindness that there
were always preachers at work (v13).

Jeremiah lived before the advent of the Synagogue movement. Synagogues started during the period of the Exile.
Synagogues are very similar to our churches. People gathered, there is singing and there is a sermon given by a Rabbi.
Before the rise of the Synagogues all the teaching was done by the priests and most of that at the temple. The
Synagogues arose during the time when there was no temple. They went on to become a very significant part of religious
life for those who lived far from the temple. The Rabbis proved to be most useful teachers and almost simultaneously the
priests took less and less interest in the teaching aspect of their work.

Jeremiah was the son of a priest. The priesthood was hereditary. The point is Jeremiah had the qualifications to stand up
and preach at the temple. He had a mandate and stature.

This sermon comes a little later in Jeremiah’s life than the sermons of the first six chapters. From 26:1 we know that this
sermon was preached in 609. We have moved on nearly 20 years from those first sermons. Jeremiah would now be well
into his thirties.

This sermon is preached just after king Josiah died. His son, Jehoiakim, had just come to the throne (26:1). The point is
there has just been a change of government with all the uncertainties that brings. More than that the Egyptian
government had just asserted itself and had troops in Palestine. No one knew just what the Egyptians were going to do.

All sermons have a structure and when boiled down one significant point. What we could call the five minutes that really
count! People take away different things from a sermon. The “five minutes” that strikes me may not be the “five minutes”
that strikes you. Personally | believe the heart of this sermon is Jeremiah'’s contrasting of what his listeners think God is
on about, with what God is really on about. They think that God is on about His temple. What Jeremiah preaches is that
God is not that interested in His temple at all. He is much more interested in how they are living their lives.

In this sermon Jeremiah has the audacity to say that God will stand by and watch the temple be destroyed. In other
words the temple was not that important. This was an unbelievable statement. It was commonly believed the temple was
so important God would protect it forever.

This belief led to a preoccupation with the protocol of the temple. In itself this was not bad, other than the fact that it led
to a shift in focus. While all the emphasis was on the temple rituals there was no emphasis on ethical behaviour. The
people of Jerusalem had come to the conclusion that God was only interested in the proper running of His temple. They
had got it horribly wrong. God was much more interested in the disposition of their hearts.

So Jeremiah lays out an aspect of God’s law (v1-7). The aspect he deals with is the matter of showing compassion; the
underprivileged are to be cared for. Then he goes on to point out their shortcomings. From this he goes on to announce
that there will be judgement.

To make his point Jeremiah takes them back to the Exodus (v22). When God brought them out of Egypt He was not on
about sacrifices and the like. What He was on about was that they obey Him (Ex 20:1). The commands and of course the
law of God will cause you to be a loving person. The sacrifices came later. So the point being the tabernacle, and all the
ritual and the sacrificial system, were secondary to the law.

What Jeremiah is trying to get them to see is that the sacrifices were always second to the matter of obeying God.
Therefore the sacrificial system without obedience was of no interest to God.

In fact it was of such a low importance that God didn’t even care if the people did it all wrong. The burnt offerings were
supposed to be burnt entirely on the altar while sections of the other types of sacrifices could be consumed. God is
saying (v21) “I do not care if you eat some of your burnt offering”. Compared to the lack of love in their hearts, their not
fulfilling the sacrifice rituals properly was as nothing. Alongside the obligation to love God and one’s neighbour the
sacrifices were of such low importance that God did not care if they got it all wrong. Everything was secondary to loving
God.

Do you know, | do not think God cares if we get church wrong. If getting church right were that important | am sure God
would have given us a lot more instruction on how to run our churches. There is so little in our Bible’s on how we should
run a worship service. There is so little on how we should do church government, or church management, which is why
we have so many variations of church life. Just supposing our way of doing worship, our choice of songs our way of
doing communion, our style of baptism, our style of preaching were the correct way. That would mean the Salvation
Army, and the Anglicans, and the Pentecostals would have it wrong. On the other hand if they have it right we have it
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wrong! Who is right and who is wrong? Or could it be that there is no right and wrong? Could it be that these things are
not the heart of the matter at all? Could it be that the heart of the matter is us becoming Christ-like?

Jeremiah points them to their history. Before David had established the city of Jerusalem the ark had been situated in the
little village of Shiloh. That place which meant as much to the people of its day as did Jerusalem to the people of
Jeremiah’s day was smashed by the Philistines. If God was willing to sit by and watch while the ark was carried off by the
Philistine troops He would equally sit by and watch while Jerusalem and the temple are destroyed by Babylonian troops,
because Shiloh and the temple are not the heart of the matter.

At the end of the day going to the right church, or the perfect church, is a lot easier than living the sort of life that God has
called us to. Showing up at church and having your say at a Members’ Meeting is a lot easier than loving with a passion
the people you share your world with.

Living for God is a lot harder than being a good Baptist!
It is a bit like the relationship of a wedding to a marriage.

When | do premarital counselling | always point out that no matter how hard the couple think putting a good wedding
together is it will be a lot easier than putting a good marriage together. The couple want to plan where the bridesmaids
will stand, | want them to plan how they will forgive each other day after day. Couples put so much into their weddings,
but weddings are easy. They are over in a day. Marriages are hard and they last a life time. A wedding without a
marriage to follow is a waste of time.

| have conducted dozens and dozens of weddings. | have witnessed dozens of couples overcome with nervousness
stumble over their vows. Do we care? No of course not. But do we care if those couples do not live according to those
vows? Yes we care! A chap may not get out properly the word “cherish” on his wedding day and we do nothing more
than smile. But if that same chap cherishes his wife with a passion what do we care about a failure at the ceremony.
Equally if a girl says her vows flawlessly and indeed every aspect of the ceremony is conducted perfectly what does it all
count for if 12 months later she is having an affair with a chap at work.

These days we have wedding vow renewals. These ceremonies are a waste of time if there is not ongoing tenderness,
careful listening, generous giving and continuous goodness.

It is as if Jeremiah was concerned with the marriage between the people and God, while the people were only interested
in their nice wedding service at the temple.

It is a loving community that God wants to build. God is not quite as fussed as we are if we get the communion wrong, or
if we get our elders and deacons mixed up.

Jeremiah (7:3) calls the people to reform their ways. They are to change their attitude to the care of others. They were
caught up with the temple and its protocols, but God wanted them caught up with compassion for others. He wants them
to love their neighbours as much as they love themselves.

David was right when he used the show bread to feed hungry men. Jesus was right when He healed a man on the
Sabbath. These acts of compassion took precedent over regulations.

The people Jeremiah is addressing have misread God. They thought God was interested in maintaining a nice building.
They thought God was interested in externals. They did not understand that God was building a community of people not
a building. It was their attitudes God was interested in. It was their heart or emotions He was watching.

Jeremiah spells out what God is looking for, and it has nothing to do with maintaining proper order in the temple. It is all
to do with caring for people. It had nothing to do with keeping themselves and their temple nice and clean and well
ordered. It had everything to do with caring for others (v6).

If we want to know what this looks like we only have to look at Jesus touching a leper (Mark 1:40). At that point Jesus
debased Himself. In the eyes of the pure He had disgraced Himself. He had made Himself unclean. Yet simultaneously
He had acted in deep kindness to someone who did not deserve anything from Him. Lepers of course were thought to be
suffering because of some sin or other in their lives. On another occasion Jesus healed a chap on the Sabbath (Mark
3:1-6). To do any work on the rest day was an awful offence against the religious protocol of the day. What did Jesus
care? Nothing compared to how much He cared about the poor chap with a gammy hand.

No one did the church stuff better than the Pharisees and no one copped a bigger hiding from Jesus than they did.
Why do we call the “Good Samaritan” “good”? Certainly not because of how he did his “church” stuff, he would not have
been allowed into the temple. He would not have been welcomed at any Jewish Synagogue. So why “good”? Because
he showed compassion. He did what the law commanded. He loved his neighbour.

Standing in the temple, just as Jeremiah had, Jesus says very much the same thing to those who were blameless when
it came to the conducting of their religious affairs but were as guilty as sin when it came to showing compassion and
loving one’s neighbour as one’s self (Matt 23:23).
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We are meant to be “Christ-like” and Jesus was much, much, much more interested in people and their needs than He
was in religious protocol.

Jeremiah spells out the type of folk who were on the margins of their society (v6). Those that were the not in the inner
circles; those most saw as the failures; those everyone knew would never come to anything. They would always be at
the bottom of the pile; migrants and those without family - in other words the nobodies.

Yet these nobodies were always in the forefront of God’s mind, “When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook
a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your God may
bless you in all the work of your hands” (Deut 24:19).

Those who live in God’s land or those who live in relationship with God are those who act in a God-like way. They and no
others (v7). They could not know God’s presence and not love and care for the weak. They could not live in God’s
presence and be selfish.

Keeping themselves nice is not what God wanted. It was being sensitive to those in need. In thinking that all God wanted
was a well run temple they had swallowed a lie (v8).

The early church cared passionately about its underclass. The people of God always have the needs of orphans and
single parent families on their minds. A church that is not concerned about the needy ones of its area is failing.

The sad thing was these people were so caught up maintaining their nice temple and being the most excellent of temple
worshippers that they were blind to what was going on around them.

Anne and | spent some time with our daughter over the holidays. We went camping together. Our granddaughter was
with us and Anne and | between us took quite a few photos of her. We have one of these digital cameras and so we
shapped away happily knowing there was no limit to the number we could take. When we got home we down loaded
some 130 photos into our computer. Not all of our granddaughter by the way! Our Christmas present from our daughter
was a portrait of our granddaughter. Just one photo. Now here is an interesting thing. That one photo captures more of
Amy than our pile of holiday snaps. Why? Well our holiday snaps were done on the run. We would grab the camera and
take a photo here and there as the mood took us. The portrait was done by someone who took infinite time to get her
posed just right, to have the lighting just so, to have the setting perfect. Perhaps even more importantly the portrait was
taken by someone who sat and studied his subject before lifting up his camera. He saw what our photos could never see
because he took the time to look.

We need to open our eyes to people. In the story of the Good Samaritan the priest and the Levite would have, without a
doubt, been going up from Jericho to Jerusalem in order to do their work at the temple. So preoccupied were they with
getting to the temple that they failed to really see the chap at the side of the road in his suffering. We must never make
the same mistake.

Catherine Booth was the eldest daughter of William Booth the founder of the Salvation Army. She was named after her
more famous mother. Following marriage she was Catherine Booth-Clibborn. On one occasion she had been in Paris
preaching. Following a particular service a chap came up to speak to her. He was not a Christian but had been deeply
stirred by the things she had said. They talked for some time and when they parted he gave her his address. She went
home to the family she was staying with and went to bed. Now this was a person who “saw”. She did not simply put the
conversation out of her mind - she dwelt on it. The more she dwelt on it the more she realized the chap stood in
significant need. So instead of turning over and going to sleep she got up. She was going to go to the chap there and
then. As she was leaving the house her movements awakened her hosts. They immediately got up to find out what on
earth was going on. They would not have a bar of her going out alone at night to see an unknown man in an unsavoury
part of town. They were not worried about her safety. They felt all would be well on that score. They were worried about
her reputation. She was a preacher! And preachers are not supposed to go visiting members of the opposite sex in the
middle of the night. Her reaction was, “Hang my reputation. He is more important than what other people think”.
Catherine read the situation well by the way. When she finally caught up with him he was on the brink of taking his life.
(Roy Conwell, Miracles are Normal, p.155).

Here is the ultimate. It is not having a nice well ordered theologically correct church. It is caring for others. It is showing
compassion. It is being generous and kind. It is being hospitable. It is so loving others that they catch a glimpse of how
much God loves them.
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 8, 9&10
Beaconsfield Baptist Church Only God will do
Sunday 29 January 2006

Paul Bloom is the Professor of Psychology at Yale. He wrote a fascinating essay in the 23 December 2005 edition of the
Australian Financial Review page 2 of the supplement. He pointed out that the distinction between the physical and the
psychological is fundamental to human thought. Physical things such as rocks, tables and chairs are subject to the laws
of Newton. If you pick up a brick and drop it you know exactly what the brick will do. It will fall. If you put a chair up to a
table you know that the chair will still be there in the morning. The chair is not capable of going for a walk! Physical things
do not have a mind and they do not have a will. They are inanimate objects.

On the other hand people are animate. They possess minds and wills. They have intentions and plans, they have goals
and desires. They move unexpectedly. They have morals. A brick is neither good nor bad, a person can be either. A
chair cannot be kind, or cruel, a person can.

Child psychologists know that a six month old will already know the difference between the inanimate and the animate. It
is the animate that they love. It is the human face and the human voice that fascinate them out of all proportion to the
most colourful toy.

Humans know intuitively that people are much more emotionally rewarding than any “thing” could ever be.

In a certain experiment done with kids, the children were told the story of Mr. Alligator and Brown Mouse. In the first half
of the story the children were introduced to Brown Mouse and told a few simple things about him. He lived in a nice little
house, he liked to play in the fields, he enjoyed his dinner and so on. Then one day while he was out Mr. Alligator jumped
on him and killed him. Brown Mouse was dead. The children were then asked lots of questions about the dead Brown
Mouse. It became apparent that the kids knew that Brown Mouse no longer could hear things, could no longer see
things, and could no longer eat things. They understood that Brown Mouse was not animate. He was now an object. He
was only a body not a person any more. But so attached were the kids to Brown Mouse as a person they could not fully
conceive of Brown Mouse as nothing more than an object. And so the children talked of Brown Mouse still wanting to go
home and Brown Mouse being sad that the Mr. Alligator had stood on him.

The living Brown Mouse was so much more fascinating than any “thing” that the children were unwilling to see even a
dead mouse as a “thing”. The mouse’s body was nothing more than a “thing”. But these kids were hankering for a living
mouse.

The child knows intuitively that people are much more rewarding than “things” nevertheless as we grow older the
temptation to value things above relationships creeps up on us. Slowly we put more and more energy into getting “things”
and we start to treasure things above relationships.

The most significant and rewarding of all relationships is the one we can have with God and yet instead of driving
ourselves deeper and deeper into God we get waylaid and put our time and energy into “things”. “Things” that can never

satisfy in the way that God does. How stupid!

In 8:4-12 Jeremiah accuses the people of gross stupidity. God is pictured as being incredulous at the stupidity of the
people

When we go to the shops we always come home! If we did not then something has gone awfully wrong.

Normally when a man falls he gets up. In fact just last week as | was walking down the Princes Highway | saw a chap in
his early twenties running across the road. As he was belting across the nature strip in the middle of the highway he
stumbled and fell. He rolled easily and | think it was his ego that was the most damaged. He landed in the outside lane.
Did he lay there? No of course not he was up and on his feet again as soon as he could. He was not so stupid as to lay
in the road.

When a person turns the wrong way, they turn back. Anne and | have an old friend who is our age. She is a prim and
proper soul. The other Monday morning she was at the Dandenong Plaza. It was early and there were very few other folk
around. She was in a hurry and dashed toward the escalators and down to the lower level. As she ran down the moving
stairs she noticed a chap looking at her and smiling. The smile was broad and engaging. She thought to herself, | do not
think | know this man but he seems to think he knows me. Just then she reached the bottom of the stairs and as she did
so she realised to her acute embarrassment that she had been thundering down the up escalator! Not something she will
ever do again.

People learn from their mistakes (v4). But people do not have even this commonsense when it comes to God.
Like a war horse storming head long into battle, so those people storm headlong into life without a thought about God
(v6). War horses were often blindfolded so that they would not be frightened by the horrible sights of battle. They just put

their heads down and charged.

These people were charging through life with no thought as to what the real issues were.
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Birds know intuitively when it is time to migrate. But people do not know intuitively to turn to God (v7). Birds may only
have a bird brain but they at least know where to go when the winter comes.

There are terrible consequences for a life without God - 8:13-17. The coming calamity is pictured in agricultural terms.
We have a failed harvest and no grapes on the vine and no figs on the tree. For a society of farmers these were
frightening symbols. The wheat harvest came in first. Should it be that it failed the people could always look forward to
the grapes and figs. However if they too should fail then there was nothing but suffering ahead. If both harvests should
fail then the situation was hopeless.

Again and again Jeremiah takes the people to pictures of pain (10:17-22). The coming exile with all its grief is put before
the people again. There will be sickness (v19), and the loss of home (v18), and the loss of family (v20), and the loss of
anyone who cares (v21).

The sounds of joy and gladness will be gone (7:34). There will be nothing but the agony of burying their dead in the
Valley of Hinnom. Topheth is probably from the Aramaic word for fire place. This valley of slaughter is a picture of hell
(7:32). This is the valley just outside Jerusalem where the rubbish was dumped. It was always on fire. It was a smelly
desolate place. Jesus used the valley as part of his picture of hell.

When Jesus spoke of hell in Luke 12:5, the word He used for hell was “gehenna”. He was speaking of the ravine south of
Jerusalem where the refuse of the city was burnt. Jesus was using the place as a picture of the fires of eternal
punishment. Gehenna is the Valley of Hinnom.

The reason that hell is such a terrible place is that God is not there. It is the absence of God that makes hell, hell, and the
presence of God that makes heaven, heaven.

When disaster strikes it does not matter how many fortified cities they have built, or how much insurance they have taken
out, nothing will protect them (v14&17). It is true “the summer is over and we are not saved” (8:20).

The coming invasion by the Babylonians and the collapse of the harvest are all pictures of calamities. They are very real
calamities that are about to befall Jerusalem. The people cannot see it and do not believe it. But that will not alter reality.
We know that what Jeremiah said did in fact come to pass. The Babylonians did come and their invasion was terrible.

The contrast between living in peace and safety and being taken away as slaves into exile could not be more stark. And
the contrast between knowing God and living without God equally could not be more stark.

The horror of the exile is a living picture of a greater horror, the horror of being without God. Jeremiah was not simply
trying to get the people to avoid the coming Babylonians, but to avoid the primary cause of the coming of the
Babylonians. And that is their abandoning of a relationship with God.

Jeremiah is in deep grief (8:18-22). He aches for his people. His heart reflects the heart of God also. He feels for a
people whose situation is as hopeless as those whose harvest has failed.

Jeremiah’s grief at the suffering of his people knows no end. If he had enough tears he would weep day and night (9:1).
If only therefore his head were a perpetual spring of water then there would be enough tears to weep all day and all
night.

It is all so much that Jeremiah wants to withdraw. He wants out. He does not want to hang around these folk any more.
He is far more righteous than they. He would rather not have to spend time with them and their self-made problems.

However the monastic movement was wrong. We are to be in the world. That people hurt us does not give us the right to
give up on them.

In Palestine it was common to have professional mourners. If you had a funeral you would hire professional mourners
who would come and wail at your funeral. Israel is going to need as many mourners as she can lay her hands on (9:17).
As the consequences of her life without God start to bite, there will be nothing but pain and misery.

There is something wrong with us if we do not at times feel deeply moved at the plight of those who do not know God. If
the thought of not knowing His love, if the thought of being cut off from Him forever does not stir us, something is wrong
with our emotions.

These people may have all sorts of things that they feel good about and boast about. If only they understood that all the
things they feel so good about are nothing and insignificant alongside what really counts (9:23-24).

It is very easy to boast about one’s wisdom or academic prowess. We have special robes to wear that show everyone
just how many degrees have been earned. Yet the most gifted academic can only study one or two subjects in depth. In
all other fields they know no more than the man in the street.

It is very easy to boast about one’s physic. Athletes are treated with great respect in our culture. If you are good at
football, or cricket, or tennis you are highly honoured. The problem with physical strength is it does not last. Most
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footballers have a playing life of only a few years. By their fifties they are no stronger than the rest of us. All the gym work
in the world will not stop you ageing.

It is very easy to boast of one’s riches. We have all been regaled with lots of stories about Kerry Packer and his
phenomenal wealth. One night in Vegas he was playing in a casino, he was impressed with the girl who was dealing at
this table. He knew these dealers were not paid a lot and he looked up at her and asked her what her mortgage was.
She replied $80,000. He pushed $80,000 worth of chips across to her. She said “I am sorry Mr Packer but | cannot
accept - casino rules”. Packer asked that the manager be called. Packer demanded that the girl be fired instantly. The
manager started to say that he would not be willing to do that. Packer said “either you do or | walk out’. Now gamblers of
Packer’s ilk do not turn up every day. So the manager fired her. Packer turned to the girl and said, “Right now you do not
work for this casino. So take my gift.” She happily did. Then Packer turned to the manager again and said “hire this
woman immediately”. (Bulletin, January 2006, p.94). There is another story told of him in an American casino. He was
again receiving lots of attention. So much so that another gambler started to get annoyed. He turned to Kerry Packer and
said, “Do you know | am worth $70 million”. Packer looked him in the eye and said, “I will toss you for it".

When Kerry Packer died someone asked how much did he leave? The answer was “all of it”. And the problem is you can
take none of it with you. All our wealth goes to someone else when we die.

God does not want us to put confidence in any of these things. These are not the things to boast in for they are not
lasting and simply not good enough. Neither your mind, nor your body, nor what you own can give you perfect happiness
for they can all be taken from you.

God wants us to put our confidence in Him. He is enough for perfect happiness.

We may not use the word “boast” but what the word means we all do. We have great confidence in, we feel good about,
we feel secure because of, our wealth, or family, or brains, or physic. Hence we boast to ourselves about these things.

We must have confidence in something, we must feel good about something, we must have something that gives us a
sense of security. Jeremiah says “yes we must boast but let's boast in something really worth boasting about - our
understanding of God.”

We should boast about the fact we know God as our Father, Jesus has died for us and because God has been kind to us
and has forgiven us.

So it is natural that Jeremiah launches an attack on idolatry (10:1-16).

Jeremiah 9:25 through to 10:16 is a duet in which two voices are woven together in one song. First one voice sings and
then the other and then back to the first again.

Jeremiah starts off by urging his people not to model on what others are doing. Other people in other tribes will always
be building idols but just because they do does not give it any legitimacy. Just because the majority think idols are good
does not make them so.

Idols are attractive because they are so visually impressive and we are always attracted to beauty.

What Jeremiah does is contrast these lifeless images with the living God. The problem with idols is that we make them
ourselves therefore they are weak. They can be no stronger than the one who made them. They have no life of their
own.

Elijah needed to demystify the idols of Baal (1 Kings 18). This he did by showing that when it came down to the mark
they had no ability to do anything at all. They had no life in them.

Jeremiah is doing the same thing here he is showing that idols are not alive. Basically he is making fun of them.

An idol will be the place where you find your significance and your sense of well-being. We need to identify our idols - our
houses, our jobs, our money.

Once you have identified your idols see them for what they are. They are not things that can give lasting satisfaction.
They are not capable of meeting your deepest needs. Cars only last a few years. Houses constantly have to be
renovated. Money has to be invested and there is never ever enough of it.

Every now and then make fun of your idols. Treat them with contempt once in a while. Try treating them casually. If
money is your idol then give some away. If your car is your idol give it to someone else for the day. If your house then go
away on holidays and let someone else live in it.

Never forget that a person’s life does not consist of the things they own.
God speaks and is alive and can enthuse and excite. Idols are lifeless they can neither speak nor enthuse us. No matter

how good you think your idol is you can never have a conversation with it. Your money will not chat to you. Your house
will not sit down for a nice conversation.
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God is always enough. Not so our idols. We will always need just a bit more money. We will always need a new car, new
clothes, and new renovations to our houses.

Jeremiah brings this section to its close with a prayer (10:23-25).
In his prayer Jeremiah admits that our lives are not our own. We have been created by God. Therefore we will only be all

that we were created to be when we are in relationship with God. We simply cannot live a successful life independent of
God. And we are stupid to try.
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 11&12
Beaconsfield Baptist Church God is all we need
Sunday 5 February 2006

In his book on the Reformation Diarmaid MacCulloch has a delightful little aside where he speaks of preaching as a
dramatic communication in which a struggle takes place between the speaker, God, the Bible and the congregation.
(p.153. Not his exact words). | like what he is suggesting with the word “struggle”. We have come together again this
morning to “struggle”. And it is not just the preacher who is in this “struggle”. God is here, you are here and we all have
our Bibles in front of us. | hope you will be active in the “struggle” today.

The book of Deuteronomy was the in book during Jeremiah’s life. An ancient copy of the book had been found at the
temple during Jeremiah’s childhood and the find had led to a renewed emphasis on the book (2 Chron 34:14-33) - an
emphasis that Jeremiah tried to keep alive. Jeremiah’s preaching is saturated in thoughts from the book of Deuteronomy.

In 11:1-17 Jeremiah deals with the way in which the people have failed to live by the terms of their covenant with God.
Much of the background to this passage lies in Deuteronomy 27,28&29. Jeremiah is obviously dealing with Deuteronomy

” o« ” o«

27 with its repeated phrase of “curse, curse, curse and amen” “amen” “amen”.

The covenant of course was the one made between Israel and God at Sinai right at the beginning of Israel’s history.
Under the terms of the covenant while they were God’s people they would know rich blessing and if they failed to be
God'’s people they would know disaster, in other words they would be cursed.

The joy of the blessing was expressed in being residents in a land flowing with milk and honey; in a land where their
needs were met; in a land of happiness, peace and prosperity.

The curse was to be evicted from the land, to be thrown out and left as aliens with no proper home. To be attacked by
enemies with no strength to defend themselves and their families.

“Amen” was the word used to affirm the covenant when it was first enacted back in Deuteronomy 27:15-26 and it is
therefore the word that Jeremiah chooses to affirm the heart of the matter now (v5).

It is a word of agreement. It's a “let it be so”. It is like signing. Jeremiah is signing the covenant. He is saying “yes” to
everything it contains and that includes the curses.

Now what the blessing and the curse were really dealing with was relationship with God. The blessing was knowing God
intimately, having him as Father, and Provider and Protector. The curse was being isolated from God. Not knowing Him.
Not having Him as Father and Provider and Protector.

Being in the land or not being in the land was not the ultimate. But they were living illustrations of the ultimate. Being in
the land with all its goodies and all the joy and satisfaction that brought was a reflection of being in relationship with God
with all the joy and satisfaction that brought. Equally being in exile, living as an alien with no place to call home, with all
the insecurity and despair and humiliation that brought was a reflection of what it is to live without God.

We have the same picture with the Garden of Eden. In the garden was paradise. The garden was a real place it was a
place where every need was met. But it was more. It was also a picture of what it is to be loved by God. What it is to be
in relationship with God. The heart of the garden was the walk in the cool of the day - deep intimacy with God. Equally
the pain of being thrust out of the garden was not so much the tragedy of having to live with thorns and weeds and
having to earn one’s bread by the sweat of one’s brow. As much as these were realities what they were really pointing to
was the pain of being cut off from God, being cut off from the One who loves and can provide everything that one needs.

There is nothing new here. What we have here is a reiteration of the heart of Jeremiah’s preaching.

Those who had been specially planted and cultivated are now fit for nothing except fire wood (v16). What a sheer waste.
The community never reached its true potential. They never became all that God had destined them to be. When we pull
back from God we will always fail to be all that He created us for. We will fail to experience the richness of life that He
has intended.

So far have the people moved away from God that they are told it would be a waste of time for them to pray. Their
relationship with God is non-existent and so when they call to Him in distress He will not listen (v14). If they are listening
to Jeremiah this fact should act as a wake up call. If what Jeremiah is saying here is right then alarm bells should start to
ring. The prophet too is told not to pray for them. That God would tell His prophet not to pray for them was meant to
shock them (v14).

Jeremiah wants them to see that they are no longer “in”. They are out of a relationship with God. This is the key matter.
In a very short time they will be out of the land too. But that is the secondary matter.

We now arrive at 11:18-20. Here is a totally different topic. Well at least on the surface. In fact | think there is a very good
reason for putting this matter in here.
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We are confronted by a plot to kill Jeremiah. The incident then opens up a window into his emotions. We actually get to
see something of Jeremiah’s doubts and depression.

Some sort of plot in being instigated by Jeremiah’s own family and Jeremiah somehow hears about it. It was pretty
vicious. They said “let’s destroy the tree and its fruit” (v19). In other words they wanted him dead before he had a chance
to have children.

Jeremiah’s family and friends from his village of Anathoth are out to humiliate him and shut him up.

Jeremiah pictures himself as a lamb (v19). The image is of non aggression and non culpability. Jeremiah sees his
relationship with his family as that of an animal which was completely unaware of the intentions of its owner when taken
to the slaughter. It was like taking a trusting pet down to the vet for the “green needle”.

In his culture one’s place in the village was a part of who you were. It was a part of your name. It was your identity. To be
rejected by one’s village was a terrible disgrace.

The village which gave him his basic social and psychological security turned against him. He was left utterly alone, cut
off from those with whom he grew up. Cut off from his village the place where every villager knew he would find support.

People were known more by their home village than they were by their “second” name. For instance Jesus was always
known as Jesus of Nazareth. Mary Magdalene is simply Mary from the village of Magdola.

Jeremiah was rejected, humiliated and deeply hurt. In fact it would be hard to find a way of inflicting more hurt on him
than what his little clan has done to him.

| know a chap who worked for the same company from the day he left school until he was 55. He gave his all to the
organisation. He had risen through the ranks and had his own department. One day he walked into work and was called
in by his superiors. They told him that his department was going to be out sourced and that as of that moment his
services were no longer required. The man was devastated. Rejected, humiliated and abandoned.

Who has not spoken to someone coming out of a bad marriage and not heard of the pain of being rejected and deeply
hurt?

Who has not spoken to someone who has had their savings ripped off them by a shonky dealer?

These are people who have been as deeply hurt as was Jeremiah. We have all been there to some extent or another.

So Jeremiah takes his complaint to God (12:1-4).

If this covenant says that those in a relationship with God will know blessing and those out of a relationship will know
pain how come he is in so much pain and the folk of Anathoth seem to be doing very nicely thank you very much? If what
the book of Deuteronomy says is true then how come he, a Godly man, is feeling so much pain while the ungodly folk of
Anathoth are doing so well?

Psalm 1 suggests that good people are strengthened by God while evil people have no stability and therefore soon fade
away. But this is not what Jeremiah is experiencing. Jeremiah is experiencing the opposite. Instead of the wicked
suffering, it was Jeremiah.

Jeremiah is very angry with those who have hurt him, and is all ready to watch them being butchered (v3).

God responds (v5) "If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with horses?
If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan?” (v5).

God is saying, “Jeremiah, if you find your present lot tough then stand by there is worse to come”. If running a foot race
has worn out the prophet how on earth is he going to cope when he has to run against horses?

God does not always remove the circumstances that daunt us and leave us with unanswered questions.
Life is hard work and we need to face that fact. And there is no promise that it will get easier as we get older.
God’s word to Jeremiah is a warning to be on guard and to prepare for more severe trials yet to come.

Being let down by your family is not going to be the biggest hurt you will receive in life. If this little persecution is
disappointing you how are you going to cope when the real stuff comes?

God goes on, and in 12:6 tells him that there is no surprise here. The point is whatever caused Jeremiah to think that he
would not get hurt! If you think you will go through life without pain you will be quite shocked when pain hits. If you think
that everyone will love you and be nice to you, you are going to be quite upset when the first major wave or rejection and
nastiness come upon you.
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Then God goes on in verses 7&8 to talk about his family. In particular He speaks about the way they have turned on Him.
Personally | think His particular words are the words that Jeremiah is meant to pick up on. Listen to them.

God uses the imagery of families. The opening words are the words of a lover. Notice how lovingly God describes His
people. It is “My” house and “My” inheritance, “My” vineyard. In calling Israel His “house” (v7) He is suggesting His desire
to live with her. It is “the one | love”.

“Jeremiah is this so?” “Are these things true?”

Just supposing the truth of the matter is that God is there for him, and is so close and so strong, and so rich in His love
that Jeremiah knows he is safe, secure and significant. Then the impact of the desertion of his family will not be anything
like the major event if he did not know God'’s love.

Jeremiah is told that at the end of the day even his family may very well let him down. He is not to put his trust in them
(v6). He is not to look to his clan for help. Those who one might assume will always be on your side may not be.
Jeremiah’s only hope is God.

God'’s word to Jeremiah is, “you say you are still with Me, that you are still ‘in’, well if that is so then | am to you still your

‘lover’, you are still ‘My inheritance’, you are still ‘My house™.

God wants us to be dependent on Him and Him alone, whereas Jeremiah is still rather dependant on his family for his
security and significance. And because he is dependant on them he is angry with them for deserting him.

So too us. God loves us with an everlasting love. He has promised to never leave us or forsake us. He has promised to
meet all our needs. More, there is nothing He will not allow into our lives that He does not have control over. Indeed all
things do work together for good.

Much in life is not the way we would have it, but it is the way God would have it. When God lets a bad thought come into
your life if you know that God loves you with a passion, then you can know that even that bad thing God will use for good
in your life.

For Jeremiah the desertion of his clan hurt. But he does not have to be angry. If he is in fact angry then he will not be
able to love and forgive them. He will be too angry for that!

However if he understands that ultimately he does not need what they are taking away from him then he can be free not
to get angry. And the fact is he does not need what they are taking from him. In God he has all the security and
significance he needs.

More it could very well be that the desertion of his family will in time play out for good. In fact if all things work together for
good then this is how it must be.

Jeremiah’s pain is no greater than that of Joseph’s. And he came to see just how the rejection of his brothers fitted into
the plan of God.

Anyone who gets discouraged and defeated by the little things will never fulfil their calling. They will never be all that they
could have been.

God had great things in store for Jeremiah but he would never achieve them unless he was willing to persevere though
this “little” hurt.

You too will never get to run with the horses if you do not learn to deal with your present hurts in a Godly way.

So it was that God did not bother to defend His care of Jeremiah. He does not have to. It is the presence of God that the
man needs not a change of circumstances.

You do not just want God to change your circumstances. You want Him to give you such a sense of His presence that
you can cope with whatever He brings your way.

Many years later Jesus would know what it was to come under a similar attack (Matt 26:3); and like Jeremiah, Jesus too
would be betrayed by someone close (Luke 22:47). Like Jeremiah, Jesus was also rejected by family and friends (Luke
4:14-30). And like Jeremiah, He too was led to the slaughter as a gentle lamb. But whereas Jeremiah asks for
judgement upon his attackers Jesus asks for forgiveness upon His (Luke 23:34). Why? Jesus knew the care of His
Father and therefore the rejection He felt was not an ultimate rejection.
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10
A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 13:1-27
Beaconsfield Baptist Church Totally reliant on God
Sunday 12 February 2006

Here we have the story of Jeremiah and his cloth or linen belt. The belt was Jeremiah’s visual aid.

Jeremiah is a preacher trying to convey a message. Up until this point all he has used is what most preachers use and
that is words. Now he is going to do something different. Jeremiah is going to do some acting. He is going to act out one
key point, the key issue found in nearly all his sermons.

This was not an entirely new way for a prophet to act. Just over a hundred years before Isaiah had done something
similar. In Isaiah’s day the great Assyria Empire was poised to come into Palestine. There was great fear everywhere.
Isaiah preached again and again that God would see His people through. All they had to do was trust God. But no the
people wanted something a bit more secure and so they sought to set up a treaty with Egypt. Isaiah struggled to get the
people to see that when the Assyrian’s came the Egyptians would be of no value at all. They would be far too weak to
deal with the problem of the Assyrian army. So to shock the people into reality Isaiah started to dress as a prisoner of
war would be dressed, that is bare foot, and in underclothes. A prisoner of war was deliberately made to feel both
vulnerable with no shoes and simultaneously humiliated with only underclothes on. The point he was making was that
these Egyptians that you think are so strong are going to all end up dressed like me! (Isa 20:1-6).

Jeremiah was told to go and buy a brand new belt, not made of leather as we may have expected, but of linen - a nice
wide cloth belt to put around his waist. We are specifically told that it was brand new. In other words it was perfect when
Jeremiah first put it on. It came straight from the merchant to Jeremiah thus showing that there was no previous damage.

The belt was not even to be washed. It was to be worn without in any way being treated.

Now we all notice each other’s clothes, and we can be sure that Jeremiah’s nice new belt stood out. It was meant to
stand out. People were meant to notice it. It is a bit like a tee shirt with a message on it or a flamboyant tie with a
message written down it. They are worn in order to be seen.

Then after wearing it for some time Jeremiah left on a journey. He travelled to Perath. Now Perath is another word for the
river Euphrates. This meant two things. One it was in the territory of the Babylonians and secondly a trip there and back
would take about three months. Jeremiah would be covering 800 kms in the round trip.

When he gets to the Euphrates Jeremiah takes off his belt and hides it under some rocks.

So Jeremiah lives with his belt on until people come to assume that the belt and he are inseparable. Then he goes away
for three months and when he returns it is without his bel.

His actions were meant to stir questions.

Some time later, all we are told is “many days” we have no idea just how many days is “many days”. Jeremiah again took
off on the arduous three month round trip to the Euphrates. He went to retrieve his belt. And of course the belt had well
and truly deteriorated.

Back he came with his belt but now the belt was a mess. The belt that looked so good now looked so bad. It was dirty. In
fact we are told it was completely useless. So bad that it was of no value as a belt.

The taking of the belt all the way to the Euphrates must have carried strong implications about the Babylonians. They
would in time be the ones who would spoil Judah.

Jeremiah then goes back to his preaching and proclaims what it is that God has to say about his belt.

The belt is the people. They were at their best when they were doing what He had created them to do; that is cling tight
to Him. But they had refused to do so. They had decided that living independent of God was better. Living independent of
God was like that belt rotting in the dirt. The belt may have been having a nice time in the sense it was not working. It
was not doing its job of holding Jeremiah’s clothes nicely. While it was not working it was simply rotting away.

God said that He had “bound” His people around Him. It is a strong word. It is the word used in Genesis 2:24 to describe
the “uniting” of a man and woman in marriage. They are “bound” to each other. Israel was meant to hang on as tight to
God as did a young bride to her husband. A husband who loved and cared for her.

In Deuteronomy 10:20 God'’s people are told to “hold fast” to God and again in 11:22 we have the same injunction “hold
fast” to God.

The only way the belt could save itself from rotting away was by being in use as a belt. It was not a matter of be a belt or
be something else. If it were not a belt it would rot.

God'’s people could either “hold fast” to God or end up as nothing more than a dirty old cloth.
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We hold fast to God by trusting Him. We hold fast to God by trusting Him and not our abilities, and our family, and our
government and our wealth.

The beautiful life the nice “new belt looking life” is not a perfect life but the God dependant life.

Israel looked her best and was at her best when she was most God dependant. It was at such moments that she was
most obviously “God’s people”. It was at such moments that she was really “holding fast” to God.

One of her greatest moments was the day she came out of Egypt and stood at the shore of the Red Sea. Before her lay
a huge body of water and behind her was the vicious Egyptian army. And there she was in between a rock and a hard
place - trapped and helpless. Israel knew she was defenceless she had no hope. So she “held fast” to God. And God did
not fail. His word to her was, “the Lord will fight for you; you need only be still” (Ex 14:13&14). In that incident her
relationship with God was obvious to all. If God had not moved she would have been finished. But of course God moved.
Israel was His special people. She was being what she was meant to be, His people.

David's greatest moments were not during the days he ruled over his huge empire but the day he stood as a teenager in
front of Goliath. His words that morning were, “all will know there is a God in Israel” (1 Sam 17:45&486). If this young chap
could stand in front of a seasoned warrior and come out victorious then God must be in action; and that is what
happened. But it happened because David “held fast” to God. David and everyone else knew that if God was not in on
this then he would go down. That day, David clung fast to God, and God went into action on his behalf. He was that day
God’s man because he was that day, God dependant.

In fact one of David’s worst mistakes was the day he counted his fighting men. He counted them of course in order to
ascertain just how powerful his army was. He needed to know that he could handle anything. But if he really could handle
anything then he would not need to “hold fast” to God. The story is recorded in 2 Samuel 24 and it ends with David facing
a calamity that no army could deal with. His nation was hit with a plague. David responded marvellously with his words,
“Let us fall into the hands of God for His mercy is great” (2 Sam 24:14). With those words he was acknowledging this
total dependency upon God. At that point he was “holding fast” to God again.

What about the day during the reign of Jehoshaphat when the huge combined armies of the Moabites and the
Ammonites came against the land. Just how vulnerable Jehoshaphat and his people were at that time is pictured in the
description of the men standing there with their wives and children and little ones. No army, just family men with their
families stood around them and nothing they could do to protect themselves from the invaders. But this is God’s people
at their best - totally reliant on God. And God’s word to them, “Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army.
For the battle is not yours, but God’s” (2 Chron 20:13-15).

This week | heard Paul Beasley-Murray speak. He mentioned, in passing, what his church had gone through in the last
few years. He pastor’s a church in a town not too far north of London. The church building is nearly 100 years old. Not
long after becoming the pastor of this church the decision was made to completely renovate the building. It was a huge
old thing and they made plans to turn it into a two story building by putting in a mezzanine floor. They drew up their plans
and got their quotes - 600,000 pounds. They all felt they could handle the loan necessary to go ahead. So contracts were
sighed and work commenced. The church hired a hall to use while building was underway. Not long into the project
major problems were stuck. Their water was interfering with the foundations which now of course were being called upon
to carry a much greater weight. Over night their building costs soared to 1.2 million pounds. There was much unease
abroad and great uncertainty. Nevertheless the decision was made to press on. And so they did. But then it was
discovered that the roof which had been assumed to be more than adequate was going to have to be replaced. This
meant the cost shot up to 2 million pounds. A figure way beyond anything like what the church could handle. The
deacons faced the reality that their church may have to declare bankrupt. The building would have to be sold for land
value and the church family break up and cease to exist. The church was called together to face the facts. No one would
hear of pulling back. Paul pointed out that if they were to move forward then they would all have to “double tithe” or
double give. Whatever they were giving now would have to be doubled in order to proceed. The church members voted
to do so. Paul went on to tell us that the pressure of their loan had the most remarkable effect on the church. Everyone
knew it was “do or die”. If God did not move in their midst they would not make it. But God did more. The church family
pulled very close together and their sense of reliance on God became tangible. If God did not arrange a few pay rises
and a few bonuses and a few inheritances then it could not be done. Paul said the spiritual temperature of the church
went up as the folk “held fast” to God.

This above all things marks us as the people of God, our dependence upon Him.

Jeremiah then went on to use as an illustration a popular proverb of the day, “every wineskin should be filled with wine”.
“Wineskin” could also be “wine jar’. The point of the proverb was that a wineskin, or a wine jar, was designed and made
to hold wine. If it is not holding wine it is being wasted. Or it may as well not exist. We might say for instance, “cars are
for driving”. In other words there is no point owning a car unless you are going to use it on the roads.

The point is so obvious the reason for which Israel had been created is not being fulfilled. And if she is not fulfilling her
purpose she may as well be destroyed.

And God will destroy them. He is going to fill them with drunkenness. What He means by this is that He is going to pour
the wine of His wrath upon them.
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As they are now nothing more than empty jars serving no purpose He will smash them.

Jeremiah goes on to plead with the people not to be so silly as to turn their backs on God (v15-17). He begs them not to
be so arrogant as to ignore God. He calls on them not to be too proud to listen.

“Give glory to God” that is admit that God is God. Be God dependent. This is what it means to walk in the light.

| enjoy the music of Leonard Cohen. In particular | enjoy the words to his songs. He is a gifted poet with some, | think,
deep insights into human nature. Now if you listen to me talking of my obvious enjoyment of his music then in essence |
am honouring him. | am presenting his music to you as something to be desired. You will listen to me speak of my
pleasure in his music and you will think to yourself this music must have something going for it. Cohen brings me
pleasure and as | speak of the pleasure he brings | bring glory to him.

There is no such thing as unhappy praise. When | am telling you how much | enjoy Cohen’s music | am full of a certain
pleasure that his music brings. Equally when we sing God’s praise we cannot but be full of happiness. If you are
delighting in something you cannot but be happy.

Have you ever seen a mum showing off her new baby, or a teenage boy showing off his new car? They are beaming.
The baby brings the mother much fulfilment and so she cannot but tell everyone how beautiful her baby is. The same too
with the teenager and his first car.

We are at our very best when we adore God with glory. And we glorify God most when we are most dependent upon
him. We glorify Him most at those moments we are most conscious of how much He has done for us. It is because He
has acted on our behalf and provided for us that we are excited by Him.

If you think that the basis of your relationship with God is what you have to do for God, God to you will be a drag and you
will find it very hard to praise Him. But if you understand that God is always doing stuff for you; that God is always
providing for you, giving to you, caring for you, forgiving you, then and really only then will you praise Him.

The thought of these people wasting their lives causes Jeremiah to weep (v17). That they have so misunderstood God
as to not realise that God wants to give to them again and again is a source of deep distress to Jeremiah.

The next two verses (v18&19) are a lament of the fate of the king and the queen mother. The queen mother by the way
had considerable power in their society. No one was more secure than the king and his mother. In other words if these
two are going to be taken captive what hope is there for the ordinary people?

The royal family is contrasted with the towns of the Negev. The Negev was the semi arid region to the south of
Jerusalem. It was at the bottom of the land. There were very few towns down there. It was the poorer part of the nation.

If the royal family represented the well-to-do then the folk of the Negev represented the folk at the other end of the social
scale. Here we learn that God is no respecter of persons. From the greatest to the least all are accountable to God for
the use of their lives. All are to live lives that are linked closely with God in a relationship of dependence.

The chapter ends with a frightening question, “how long will you be unclean?” Frightening because Jeremiah has just
stated a truth that no one likes to admit. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots. Neither can you do
good who are accustomed to doing evil” (v23).

Here is reality. They cannot be the people God created them to be. What they must come to see is that truth for only then
will they really be dependant on God and be the people He created them to be.

The people who have a relationship with God are not the perfect ones. The people who have a relationship with God are
those who know that they are anything but perfect. They are the ones who say with Paul, “I am the chief of sinners” (1
Tim 1:16) and “nothing good dwells in me” (Rom 7:18) and who know that “Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6). Those
who have a relationship with God know they are utterly and totally dependant on what Jesus has done for them.
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11
A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 14:1-22 & 15:4
Beaconsfield Baptist Church The real problem
Sunday 19 February 2006

The setting for this message from Jeremiah is a drought. We do not know just when it took place. All we know is that at
some point in his life a devastating drought hit. For an economy that was based on agriculture the impact was severe.

Using poetry Jeremiah gives us a graphic picture of the drought in verses 2-6 and again in verses 17 to 22.

This is a poem and therefore it is seeking to speak to our emotions rather than laying historical facts before us. We are
not told anything about the actual famine, in one sense it does not matter when it was. What we have to know is just how
much grief there is, just how much sadness and despair. We are meant to identify. We may not be suffering a drought
but we suffer and therefore can identify with what these folk in Jerusalem were feeling 2,600 years ago.

And, more importantly, we can learn from what Jeremiah had to say to them in their suffering.

In the city, and in the country, everyone is despairing. Everyone is complaining, everyone is telling their story of trauma.
In picturesque language the extent of the disaster is brought home.

People are in the kind of pain that a dad has when his virgin daughter suffers a vicious attack (v17).

Servants sent on the simple daily errands of bringing water up to the house are embarrassed because the wells are
empty and they are unable to fulfil even this basic of duties (v3).

Those rich enough to have servants still are not wealthy enough to buy water. There is none to be had no matter at what
price. Both rich and poor suffer.

The ground is cracked, and the farmers are dismayed not knowing what to do. This is an agriculturally based society, if
the farmers are doing it tough then everyone is.

Even the wild animals, who always seem to find water and feed somewhere, are dying. The mother doe is so distressed
that she deserted her new born fawn. She is incapable of producing enough milk for her little one. The eyes of jackals
and wild donkeys glaze over for lack of nourishment.

This is a bad time. In their pain they want to know has God completely abandoned them? “Have you rejected Judah
completely?” (v19).

Why is God so aloof? God seems like a tourist just passing through not getting involved. Or like a soldier taken by
surprise, out of action before he can do anything (v8&9).

Two of God'’s attributes, His omnipresence and omnipotence are called into question. He is hardly omnipotent if He is the
warrior caught by surprise. And He is hardly omnipresent if He is the tourist. They see God as a stranger.

Well, God has no intention of doing anything about the drought. He tells Jeremiah not to pray for the well being of the
people (v11). By “well being” he means prosperity. In fact as well as the famine there will be plagues, and war! Things
are not going to get better.

The point is, and this is the main point, the drought and their physical distress was not their main problem. It was not the
matter that God wanted to deal with. God had other things on His mind.

So itis that even if (15:1) the two greatest pray-ers of Israel’s history are lined up, Moses and Samuel, even their prayers
would not bring the drought to an end.

The history of their prayers on behalf of Israel was known to everybody. When Israel was in the desert without water, the
prayer of Moses changed the situation (Num 20:11). Water poured from a rock. And the prayers of Samuel led on one
occasion to the most awesome thunderstorm (1 Sam 7:9-11).

Even if these two men were here it would make no difference. Even their prayers would not cause God to change the
situation. Because changing the situation was not the main issue.

These people are saying that they know all about God and His power. They say they understand that God is the only one
who can bring rain (v22) and that their hope is in Him but in fact they were not tuned into what God was on about at all.
Or as Jeremiah put it in 12:2 “You are always on their lips but far from their hearts”. All they want is for the drought to go
away. They are not interested in what God really wanted to deal with.

They had not stopped to consider what God wanted.
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One of Jeremiah’s problems was that the people were being influenced by the false prophets. These folk were constantly
assuring the people that they would experience and know lasting prosperity.

In other words prosperity and well being, and no suffering were the key issues. And they were not!

What Jeremiah needed to get across was that the key issue, as far as God was concerned, was not what they were
suffering in the drought, but their self-centred lives - their lack of compassion, their lack of love, and their sin.

In case they have forgotten just how bad they are Jeremiah reminds them of one part of their recent history, the reign of
Manasseh (15:4). In his time, which was in living memory, child sacrifice had been tolerated and it seems had not, even
to the present time, been totally eradicated from the land.

This was a society that accepted child sacrifice. We need to ask why they were not tackling it. How come they were
tolerating it? How come those doing such a thing were not run out of town? How come these people did not care enough
for the little ones who were being killed, to act? Just how self-centred were they to turn a blind eye to such suffering?

This was a society that was simply not taking a real interest in people’s lives. They did not love their neighbours as
themselves. The issues, as far as God was concerned, was not what they were suffering but what suffering they had
brought to others. They saw themselves as victims. God saw them as perpetrators of evil.

What these people needed from God was not relief from their drought, but forgiveness for the wrong they had committed.

What about those who actually sacrificed their children? Did these parents not love their children? Did they have no
natural feelings for their children? How could they have put their children in the fire?

The sad thing is they honestly thought there was something more important than their children.

We do not have to deal with child sacrifice but we do have to deal with abortion - which is basically the belief that
someone else has to die to keep me happy.

These people were willing to buy their happiness at the expense of their children. Abortion moves in the same direction.

Our society has been much exercised over the matter of abortion this week as our parliament debated whether or not to
make the drug RU486 available. As you know our politicians voted to allow the drug to be available. The sole purpose of
RU486 is for destroying a foetus. It is a lethal drug.

You cannot undo a conception. You can foster it and bring the conception through to full life. Or you can destroy it. But
you cannot undo it. An abortion is not the undoing of a conception; it is the destroying of a conception.

The decision to abort a pregnancy is a decision to choose something else instead of having a baby. It is to choose
physical comfort and economic status and life plans above a child. Every abortion is a sacrifice to some other dream.
Abortion is a sacrifice to materialism and something less demanding than caring for another human being.

We abort just under 100,000 babies a year in Australia. There is something wrong with a society that is destroying its
little ones at this rate. It suggests that we value things a lot more than people.

We need to be very careful about not getting all moralistic about abortion. What we need to do is demonstrate God’s
perspective that there is nothing more valuable in the entire world than a human being. When a child is aborted a choice
has been made. What we have to get across is that the choice was a dumb one. Whatever it was that has been chosen
in place of the baby will never be of the value that the baby could have been.

God calls us to so love others as to lay down our lives for them. But the remarkable thing is that this is not only the right
thing to do it is also the best thing to do. It is the most rewarding thing to do.

In our local paper this week there was a heart warming article in the “Health Watch” column. The paper interviewed a
local woman who had been brutally raped three years ago. As a result of the rape she had conceived. The rapist was a
total stranger to her and, following the discovery of the conception, it was assumed by nearly everyone she would have
an abortion. In fact she made an appointment with her doctor with a view to arranging to terminate the pregnancy. She
missed the appointment and did not go back. She described the period of the pregnancy as awful, a time of aloneness
and depression. The pregnancy ended with the birth of a daughter. The woman went on to say how much this little girl
has enriched her life. This little girl is now the light of her life and is a constant source of much joy and fulfiiment. The
point is, if she had aborted she would have made a choice which could never have brought her the joy that bringing her
daughter into the world had brought (Journal, 13 February 2006, p.20).

We all must be careful not to put our careers ahead of our families. To bring up a family means that we will have to
sacrifice our own pleasures again and again.

| was at a meeting on Wednesday night and the minister was telling us something about his church. It is in a rather well-
to-do suburb of Melbourne. His church has many senior company executives in its membership. Among his people he
had spent no small amount of energy trying to get his chaps to see that leaving work at five each day is part of what it
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means to be a follower of Jesus. Their going home on time was a sign to everyone else in the office that they valued their
families above a pay rise.

For so many working back is a selfish thing. It is all about the bigger office and the bigger car, and the envious looks of
fellow employees who have not done so well. But it is a wrong choice if the climb up the corporate ladder is at the cost of
wife and children and getting on board a volunteer community committee or two.

A boss wondered why one of his most valued employees had not phoned in sick one day. Having an urgent problem with
one of the main computers, he dialled the employee's home phone number and was greeted with a child's whisper.
"Hello." "Is your daddy home?" he asked. "Yes," whispered the small voice. “May | talk with him?" The child whispered,
"No." Surprised and wanting to talk with an adult, the boss asked, "ls Mommy there?" "Yes." "May | talk with her?"

Again the small voice whispered, "No." Hoping there was somebody with whom he could leave a message, the boss
asked, "Is anybody else there?" "Yes," whispered the child, "a policeman". Wondering what a cop would be doing at his
employee's home, the boss asked, "May | speak with the policeman?" “No, he's busy", whispered the child. "Busy doing
what?" "Talking to Daddy and Mommy and the Fireman," was the whispered answer. Growing more worried as he heard
what sounded like a helicopter through the earpiece on the phone, the boss asked, "What is that noise?"

"A helicopter" answered the whispering voice. "What is going on there?" demanded the boss, now truly apprehensive.
Again, whispering, the child answered, "The search team just landed the helicopter." Alarmed, concerned and a little
frustrated the boss asked, "What are they searching for?" Still whispering, the young voice replied with a muffled giggle:
"ME."

We know it is true that if a child is missing there is nothing we would not do to find her. But why must a child go missing
before we start to put the child’s interests above our own?

There was a very sad letter in the September (1995) edition of On Being from a lady who felt God had withdrawn from
her. Her life was filled with the awful pain that is the product of child abuse. The implication of her letter, if | have read it
correctly, was that the goodness of God is expressed in protecting one from the horrors of such things as child abuse.
No! The goodness of God is expressed in forgiving us our sins.

This is the point Jeremiah is making. They think that it is God’s job to deal with their suffering. No it is not. What God
wants to deal with is their real problem - their guilt.

Always we think our biggest problem is the wrong done to us. As far as God is concerned our biggest problem is the
wrong that we have done to others.

Yes they needed water, but not nearly as badly as they needed living water. As Jesus said to the woman at the well no
matter how much water she drank she would always need another drink (John 4:13). The drought could come to an end.
The suffering could finish. So what, there will be another drought. There will be more suffering in one form or another.

What the woman at the well needed was something much more profound than a drink of water, what she needed “was
the water that would result in never thirsting again” (John 4:14). She needed her real need met now and her real need
was like that of the people Jeremiah was speaking to and it was not simply water.

The woman had much wrong with her life. She had lived promiscuously. She was not a victim. That is not to say that
each of the men in her life had not hurt her. But she had hurt too. She too had used the men who had come and gone
from her life. She had much to be ashamed of. Here was her real need. The need to be washed clean, to be forgiven and
this was what Jesus was offering her. And this is what God is offering the folk of Judah.

God wanted to deal with their real need not what they thought was their real need.

Those who know what it is to be forgiven and washed clean sing, “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no
grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and
no cattle in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will be joyful in God my Saviour” (Hab 3:17-18).

Knowing that they are guiltless and that all their selfishness has been forgiven brings a deep peace and joy. A joy so
profound that economic disaster cannot take it away; those who have tasted the wonder of forgiveness are so full of joy
they do not spend their time whinging to God about every difficulty that comes into their life. They are too full of gratitude
for that.

God has done for them the most wonderful thing, He has forgiven them. If He has done that then what more can they ask
for? Or as Paul puts it, “l know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want” (Phil 4:12).

More if He has done so great a thing as forgive, then the smaller matters will also sort themselves out in His good time.

“He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all--how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us
all things?” (Rom 8:32).
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 15:10 to 16:9
Beaconsfield Baptist Church The cost of serving
Sunday 26 February 2006

From 15:10 right through to the end of chapter 20 we are given some insights into Jeremiah’s personal life. We discover
that he was single and remained single all his life. We discover that he did not go to parties or funerals. We see that he
was a bit of an outcast. He was a loner.

He says he has neither lent nor borrowed yet still he ends up in conflict. There was, and is, nothing like borrowing and
lending among neighbours to produce tension and conflict. So even without the normal things that cause conflict among
people he is still caught up in constant conflict. And he does not like it.

The bottom line is that he feels the cost of the work that God has called him to is all a bit much, and he is not happy
about it.

In chapter 15:10-21 we have interaction between Jeremiah and God; a conversation between Jeremiah and God. We
have Jeremiah at prayer; a prayer in which he is brutally honest with God.

In his prayer Jeremiah protests that although he has been faithful to God he suffers loneliness and emotional anguish. In
fact it is because he has been faithful that there is so much suffering in his life.

In this prayer Jeremiah holds nothing back. Here is good praying. Jeremiah trusted God’s love enough to allow God to
see him at his lowest. He does not pretend. He lets God into his depression. Jeremiah lets God know he is not very
happy. So unhappy in fact that he wishes he had never been born (v10). He moans that God has not been there for him
(v18).

This man knew that God’s love was big enough to handle all his emotions. He did not have to walk on egg shells. He did
not live in the fear that if he said the wrong thing God would reject him.

Relationships that are strong enough to take some straight talking are very refreshing. | think it is fair to say that we all
hate people who manipulate us with their emotions. You know the type. If you should say or suggest anything they do not
like they drop into a depression and it is your fault.

It is the mother who says, “If you do such and such | will not love you any more”. It is the committee member who says, “I
will resign if you vote against my proposal”. It is the people who force you to be what they want you to be by constantly
threatening to withdraw. God is not like that.

Some years ago | was with a man who was dying. He had cancer in the liver and had been sent home from hospital to
die. For reasons | do not understand in the last two days of his life something was not quite right with his pain
management. He was a Godly man. In fact he had been extremely active in our church and was known by all to be a
pretty dedicated chap. On the day before he died he had a number of the most excruciating waves of pain. He called out
to God but the language he used was very strong. In his agony he was swearing. He was a man who understood that
God knew that he was made of dust. He was a man who knew that God would not withdraw simply because he had let
rip with a profanity.

Have you ever been so broken that you have sworn while praying? Do you think God is big enough and loves you
enough to handle that? Surely the answer has to be “yes”.

In verses 11-14 we have God’s response. In it God makes no promise to change anything. What God does is bring to
Jeremiah a sense of proportion. God points to the disaster that is coming upon Judah. In view of the disaster that was
about to befall the nation Jeremiah’s problems were a little on the small side.

The iron from the north is a reference to the fine quality of the iron that the Babylonians had access to from the Black
Sea region. Judah’s weapons would be no match for such armaments. Jeremiah needs to get his problem in proportion.

Jeremiah’s whole life was to be spent warning the people of the coming invasion. What those people would suffer when
the invasion took place would be infinitely worse than anything Jeremiah was suffering now.

If by his suffering he could save just a few from the coming calamity then surely it is worth while?

Jeremiah is grieving over his lot in life and in a sense grieving is a part of life. But what do we grieve over? In the book of
Jonah we read of Jonah grieving over the loss of his tree. You know the story of how he had this tree that kept him nice
and cool with its shade. Then it died and he grieved. Yet at the same time the great city of Nineveh was under threat of
being destroyed by God and Jonah did not care. He was not mourning over the imminent loss of all those thousands of
people. God confronted the man, and challenged him with his hopelessly distorted values.

Jonah would have much preferred to have been home in Jerusalem but he could not be in two places at once. If he were
going to warn the folk of Nineveh that a catastrophe was about to befall them then he would have to suffer the
inconvenience of living without a proper house, and with only a tree for shade and a dying tree at that.
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Jeremiah and Jonah were so caught up in their own pain that they could not see the predicament of others. They seem
to assume that the number one issue for God was their problem. It did not cross their mind that God might have bigger
things on his mind and that if they gave some attention to them, their problems might not seem so significant.

Last Monday | went to hear a young missionary couple speak. They are working in China. They are both very well
educated and could be doing very nicely for themselves if they were living in Australia. But they are not. They are living in
China under third world conditions. They would have every reason to complain about their living conditions. But they do
not. And why not? Because along side the needs of the people they are serving their suffering is as nothing.

Jeremiah then goes further with his complaining in verses 15-18. He says that he has been faithful. That he has not
abandoned his relationship with God. Jeremiah had always been full on for God. He had devoured God’s word. God’s
word was a source of delight to him and he had eaten it as if it had been chocolate cake.

Even though all this is true he is not feeling God’s presence. He says God is like a spring of water that has failed (v18).
God is not there. God is not flooding his emotions with the joy of His presence.

God responds in verses 19-21. Look how God reassures His man. He promises not to let him down. However, and this is
the point, it was not a new promise! He had promised right at the beginning that He would make him a wall of bronze,
and that He would be with him (1:18) and now he has the promise repeated to him. It was the same old promise over
again.

When we are down we may go seeking a new experience of God or try and discover some new truth about God. But it is
not what we need. What we need is to be reminded again of the great promises of the Bible that have sustained us in the
past.

When our mind gives us some dramatic speech about how God is letting us down and how we are caught up in
undeserved suffering, what we must do is hear again the great promises of God. We are not to let our minds race on
unchallenged by this negative nonsense.

Jeremiah’s mind was wallowing in self-pity and God reminds him of His promise, “I am with you”. And if it is true that God
is with him then what place has self-pity? Jeremiah could only live in the reality of one or other of those. If God is really
with him then there is no room for self-pity, and if God is not with him and His promises are not true, than Jeremiah’s self-
pity is quite justified!

Our feelings follow our thinking. God speaks into our minds. When we hear the great promises of God then in time our
emotions will rise. But even if they do not it does not matter, what matters is that we know the truth. And the truth is “The
Lord is my shepherd | shall not want”, and the truth is, “my God shall supply all your needs” and the truth is, “He who did
not spare His own Son, will He not also give us all things?” and the truth is “in My Father’s house are many rooms and, |
go to prepare a place for you”. If this is the truth, if this is reality, then what place is there for moaning and complaining?

The heart of God'’s response is that Jeremiah should rid himself of his self-pity, and press on with his work. More, if he
does press on he can be assured that God will be with him (v20). There are no greater words for God to pour into the ear
of a person than “I am with you” (v20).

Basically God rebukes him. Jeremiah was always calling people to change their attitude to God, and now God calls
Jeremiah to do the same thing. Jeremiah needs to turn from the way he is thinking. If he does turn then he will go on
being a spokes person for God.

It seems that Jeremiah is losing confidence in the one who has called him. God responds by informing him that he is
being overly concerned about what the people are saying.

Jeremiah’s one concern was to listen to God. He does not need to listen to what they have to say. He does not have to
argue with them or justify his position. All he has to do is go on preaching. There is nothing they have to say that is of any
value to him.

Or, as it was put back in 10:3, “For the customs of the peoples are worthless”. At the Casey Pastors’ Prayer meeting last
Wednesday morning we discussed our involvement in the proposed Inter-faith group. One of the chaps pointed out the
basis of the Dandenong Inter-faith group. All member religions make a statement to say that no one religion is of any
more value than any other. That everyone’s beliefs must be respected and honoured. This chap went on to say, and we
all agreed with him, that he could never align himself with such a statement. We do not believe that what the Koran
teaches is the truth; we do not believe that what the Buddhists teach is ultimately right; we do not believe that Hinduism
is dealing with ultimate realities. Muslims and Buddhists and Hindus may be delightful people, and it is appropriate that
we work with them in certain areas, and certain ways especially in matters of morals. But we believe that God has
spoken through Jesus, and it is Jesus and Jesus alone who speaks the truth and reality.

What Jeremiah needed to understand again is that serving God is not about success and failure; success and failure and
words for God. Our words are faithfulness or unfaithfulness. We are not responsible for the success of our ministry that is
God'’s business. We are only responsible for being faithful. In times of despair we are all prone to think that our ministry
is a failure and our efforts of no value. Serving God can be and is, very costly and painful at times.
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God then goes on to call Jeremiah to let his life continue mirroring his message (16:1-13); to not participate in the normal
joys and sorrows of community life. He is to deprive himself and, in so doing, provide a living picture of the fate that
awaited the people. His whole life was to be part of his message.

So this man had a very limited social life. He would have been something of a social outcast. He would have been seen
as odd.

Jeremiah was not to marry. He was to live a celibate life. This was most unusual. A large family was seen as a blessing
from God (Psa 127:3). It was altogether unusual for a young man in Israel to remain unmarried. Not to marry was
certainly not Jeremiah’s choice. There was no singles’ ministry at his synagogue. The Hebrews did not even have a word
for bachelor.

Because marriages were arranged celibacy was almost unheard of. Not to marry would have been a heavy burden to
bear. This man’s celibacy is a reminder of the cost of serving God. It is also a reminder that the nuclear family must
never be worshipped.

It was a part of his work. He was to remain single to enforce his preaching. It was a proof and a sign that Judah’s end
was very near. Those with wives and children were going to lose them in the coming invasion of the Babylonians (v3&4).

Jeremiah was not to go to any funerals (v5). When the invaders came so many would die that there would be no
funerals. The invaders would simply leave the bodies out to rot or throw them into pits. One thing was for certain when
the massive Babylonian army marched into the land and the killing commenced, there would be no funeral services.

It was the custom to cut themselves and shave their hair for the dead as a sign of one’s grief. In fact such activity was
forbidden (Lev 19:17 & Deut 14:1). Rites of self-mutilation were not on. Although forbidden it seems that they were not
uncommon (41:5 & 48:37). Whatever, when the invasion took place there would be no one left to mourn anybody.

More, there will be no one left to bring food to the house of the mourners. In a home where someone had died there was
ritual uncleanness which prevented food from being prepared. What always happened was that the neighbours would
bring food and drink to the relatives of the deceased. It would be unheard of for the village not to rally around the
bereaved family. When the invasion came there would be no neighbours left to bring over any food.

Life in Palestine was built around very tightly knit vilage communities. Jeremiah’s staying away from weddings and
funerals would have been a source of much embarrassment. Everyone, literally everyone, in the village would go to the
funeral of someone who had died in the village. It would have been very embarrassing for Jeremiah to have stayed
away.

Jeremiah was also not to go to parties and wedding receptions (v8). He would have been very conspicuous by his
absence.

Jeremiah wanted people to ask him why he was not married, and why he would not go to parties, and weddings, and
funerals. When they asked he would tell them again and again that all such celebrations would come to an end when the
Babylonians came.

They could not believe that the Babylonian invasion would ever take place. Jeremiah'’s life style would not let them forget
that at least one person believed with all his heart that it would. When the horrible invasion took place they would not be
able to say that they had not been warned. His unacceptable behaviour was a constant warning of the judgement to
come.

Jeremiah did not marry because there was no point. The end was coming. So, what about us? We have a different
message to proclaim. We proclaim the message of salvation. And if there is salvation there are implications. And those
implications should be lived out by us.

We do not believe we are moving toward a terrible future as were the people of Jeremiah’'s day. We believe we are
moving toward paradise. We believe at any moment the Lord will return and that there will be no more mourning and no
more tears.

We do not stay away from weddings, for every wedding is a living symbol of the marriage supper of the Lamb. Every
marriage is a beautiful living demonstration of the love of Jesus for His people and His people’s devotion to Him. Every
wedding is a reminder that it will not be long before we will be leaving this world in the same way that the bride is leaving
her family.

We go to funerals because we know where the dead have gone (1 Thess 4:13). We grieve but not like those who have
no hope. We go to funerals and talk of the coming resurrection. We go to funerals to dispose of the body knowing that
the spirit of the deceased is already in the immediate presence of God.

We do not avoid parties. In fact Christians are always getting together. We know we are on the way to the biggest party
of all. Christians should be known for their parties.
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We are instructed to practice hospitality with great energy. We should have lots of dinner parties. We should be those
who are always using our dinning room tables to share meals with others knowing that we will all be sharing around the
table with Jesus in the not too distant future.
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 17:1-27
Beaconsfield Baptist Church God Dependant
Sunday 5 March 2006

This chapter contains a collection of miscellaneous sayings. The best known one being verse 9 “The heart is deceitful
above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” However there is a thread that runs through all the sayings of
this chapter. It is the thread that runs through the entire Bible. That is; the Godly person is the person who is God
dependant and the ungodly person is the one who is self-sufficient. So the Godly person is not the moral person and the
ungodly is not an immoral person.

We have just seen that Jeremiah is not a perfect person. He suffers depression (15:10) and he has moments of doubt
when he cannot sense God'’s presence (15:18), he is in fact a rather authentic human being who is quite open about the
fact that he is less then perfect.

Right at the beginning he told God he was not capable, he said that he could not speak for God and he certainly could
not handle the job that God had given him to do claiming that he was only a child (1:6). And what did God say? “l am with
you and will rescue you” (1:19).

This is how it is meant to be. Jeremiah is meant to be God dependant. If God fails then he will fail. Jeremiah went into his
work totally reliant on God.

If it is true that “the heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure - who can understand it?” Then we would have to
conclude that it is impossible for any human being to live a perfect life. If that statement is true and reflects reality then
every human being is dealing with a flawed make up. If that statement is correct then every last one of us has to live with
a psych that is substandard. We are all handicapped. In the depth of our being, in our psychological make up there are
serious malfunctions. Which means try as we like we will never be the people that we would like to be. We will always
know that we have failed to reach the standards that we would have desired for ourselves. There is not a human being
alive who does not have a measure of regret for things said or not said and things done or not done. Why is it that we
have made such mistakes? It is because “the heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure”.

Now the Godly person freely admits this fact and turns again and again to God for forgiveness for the inevitable mistakes
they make. The Godly person is the one who does not pretend to be perfect. The Godly person is the first one to admit
they need help in life. The Godly person is the God dependant person.

Yesterday morning | was out the front of our place chatting to our neighbour. She was telling Anne and | that her son,
who is training to be a helicopter pilot is about to move to Queensland. She then looked at us and said “yippee”. We
know the feeling. It is not that she does not love and cherish her son. She does and very much. But it is right and
appropriate that her son move off and build a life of his own. In fact we parents bring up our children with that aim in
mind. We long to see them strong enough and mature enough to go and live their own lives. The last thing we would
want is to see them so immature and fragile that they were incapable of living independently of us.

This is not how it is with us and God. We move in the other direction with Him. God would have us always dependant
upon Him. God would have us ever increasing our dependence upon Him.

When Jeremiah speaks of the heart, he is of course speaking of our will, the very centre of our being; the psychological
centre of the human being; the source of our thinking and our actions.

The first thing we are told is that the heart is the most deceitful thing there is. This is not a very popular assessment of
human beings.

Paul was fully aware of this reality. In Romans 7:18 he says, “for | have a desire to do what is good but | cannot carry it
out”. And, “the evil that | do not want to do this | keep on doing” (Rom 7:19). Paul had no doubt that he was a slave to
sin (Rom 7:14).

Our sin is not simply a list of all the things we have done wrong. It is what we are. And it is because we are sinners that
we cannot reform. We cannot fix ourselves up with just a little bit more effort.

It is what comes out of us that shows what kind of people we really are. Jesus said "What comes out of a man is what
makes him 'unclean.’ For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,
greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man
'unclean” (Mark 7:20-23 & Matt 15:19). Genesis 6:5 “The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had
become and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time”.

Diana Bagnall wrote an excellent article in the Bulletin a few weeks ago (Bulletin, 14 February 2006, p.25) in which she
explored violent behaviour. Her conclusions affirm the Biblical assessment of human beings. When two 14 year old girls
were charged last month with the murder of a disabled taxi driver in Sydney the Premier blurted out in shock: “Where are
their parents?” Bagnall says it was the right question asked at the wrong time. She then went on to quote psychologist
Richard Tremblay who says that a feral adolescent was once a feral toddler. Maybe the violent outbursts didn’t seem so
terrible when these girls were two, in fact there may have even been something cute about it all, but, and this is his main
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point, human nature left to take its own uncivilised course can turn ugly. Tremblay’s research suggests that people who
don’t learn to regulate their physical aggression in the pre-school years are at highest risk of serious violent behaviour
during adolescence and adulthood. Tremblay claims after 30 years of research that children do not learn to become
violent, it is there from the start. Physical aggression increases between the ages of two and four and decreases as the
little savages learn to tame their emotions. But if they are not taught they will simply continue to be violent and as they
get older and stronger the violence will increase. Tremblay disputes the conventional wisdom that violent movies and
video games raise aggression levels.

The other night | attended a missionary meeting. At the meeting a number of missionaries home on furlough told stories
from the particular places where they were working. One chap has been working in the Australian bush. In his church he
has a fine group of Aboriginal folk. A little while ago, a group of them were travelling up a track they reached the place
where they were going to turn off and so slowed down. Behind them in the dust was another car. A woman was driving it
and she was chatting on her phone. So engrossed was she with her conversation that it was not until the last moment
that she realised the car in front was stopping. She swerved, but it was too late she clipped their car doing some
considerable damage to her own. The Aboriginal Christian folk pulled up and decided that the right thing to do would be
to walk back and see if they could help. They did this only to be confronted by a woman who, from the wheel of her car,
was most abusive. They absorbed the rudeness and insults and made it plain that they really wanted to help her.

So we would assess that the behaviour of the Aboriginal group was the sort of behaviour we would expect to see in all
folk. And the behaviour of the lady was reprehensible. Now we have all acted like the good folk. We have all had bad
moments in traffic and had rude people to deal with and we have all absorbed wrong and gone on our way without biting
back. But, and here is the rub. Always? Or have there been times when we have acted in the same way that the lady
did? We all know that even though the lady’s behaviour was wrong we have all acted that way. Even more disturbingly
we know we will do so again. We will have another day when we are tired and irritable, when we are running late and
preoccupied and will act in an uncharitable way. And if we are brutally honest we know there is nothing we can do to
guarantee we will not be less than pleasant and good.

The greatest deception is the lie of the natural goodness of man's heart. On this fallacy all efforts of man at self reform
and national reform are based. And this treacherous lie is the greatest obstacle to a humble reliance upon God.

The other day | read Elleston Trevor’'s well known book, “The Flight Of The Phoenix”. It is a well know story of a small
group of men whose plane came down in the middle of the Sahara Desert. The story centres around their desperate
attempt to rebuild the plane, and the principal sub plot their trying to survive on a limited reserve of water and food. In
order to make the water last as long as they can they impose a strict rationing of the water. One pint of water was
allowed per person per day and this in the terrible heat of the desert. And is anyone surprised when we discover that
someone is stealing water? No of course not. We are not the least bit surprised because we know human nature.

When David was thinking about the rebellion in his own life, there was only one logical conclusion as to where it had
originated. He says it was there from birth (Psa 51:5). The reason we are rebellious toward God and do wrong is we are
rebellious by nature.

Children are not born into a state of innocence with no bias either towards good or evil. If that were the case then we
would not have an explanation for the evil nature of every society under the sun. If every individual were born innocent
with no inclination toward good or evil we would expect at least a probability factor of 50% of the population remaining
good or innocent. We would expect to find pockets of innocent, sinless people. We know there is no such society. No
one is born morally neutral we were born with a bias to self-centredness and evil.

We human beings have demonstrated often enough that we are capable of any kind of behaviour if we desire something
badly enough. The frightening thing about the likes of Adolf Hitler is that he was flesh and blood just like you and me.
Remove the restraints of society and who knows to what depth any one of us would go. If each of us were strictly honest
we would have to say there has been more than once in life when we have seen clearly right and wrong and yet have still
elected to do wrong. We may not agree with infant baptism but it certainly acknowledges the truth that the child stands in
need of salvation.

In verses 12 & 13 we have the climax of the theme of the chapter. One’s only hope is God. God is the hope of Israel and
any who turn elsewhere will come undone. There is no other hope. In verse 14 Jeremiah affirms that if he is to be healed
it will have to be God who heals him, and if he is to be saved it will have to be God who saves him.

A.J. Cronin is a well known writer. But before he took up writing he trained and then practiced as a medical doctor. The
television series Dr Finlay's Casebook (1959-66, new adaptation 1993) was based on his stories. In the 1960s it was one
of the most popular series on British television. His The Keys of the Kingdom, a story of a Roman Catholic priest, Father
Francis Chisholm, who spent years as a missionary in China, was also turned into a very successful film.

When AJ Cronin was a young doctor, he was appointed a medical officer in a fever hospital in a solitary district of
northern England. One winter’s night, soon after his arrival, a boy of six was admitted suffering from Diphtheria. He was
so seriously ill that only an immediate tracheotomy would give him even a slender hope of life. Painfully inexperienced,
Cronin had never attempted that crucial operation.
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Geoff Pound in his Collection of Stories quotes the following excerpt from AJ Cronin’s Adventures In Two Worlds. “As he
stood, (and now | am following his own story) in the poor lamp lit ward and watched the old sister and the only nurse, a
junior probationer, place the gasping boy on the table he was trembling. He felt cold and sick. Still he was determined to
do his utmost with the operation and with the operation successfully completed, he went back to his room glowing with
satisfaction. Four hours later at 2.00 am the young nurse came knocking frantically at his door. She had dozed off by the
child’s bed and had awakened to find the tube blocked. She had lost her head and panicked. When Cronin got there the
child was dead.

“There was a sense of loss and the failure of the nurse overwhelmed him and his anger blazed forth. ‘I will put in a
report’, he said. A little later he sent for the nurse and read the report to her. She heard him in pitiful silence. She was
thin, anaemic, under nourished and half-fainting with shame, fright and misery. ‘Have you anything to say?’ Cronin
demanded. She shook her head and then suddenly stammered, ‘Give me another chance.” This was something that
Cronin had never thought about. She must pay for what she had done. He dismissed her curtly and signed the report,
then went off to bed.

“Off to bed, but not off to sleep for all through the night, echoing, drumming in the ear, was the plea, ‘Give me another
chance.’ In the morning he tore up the report. That was a long time ago. She, the nurse who had erred so fatally became
the Matron of the largest children’s hospital in Wales. Her career was a model of competence, service, devotion and she
was loved to the point of worship by successive generations of children. If she had not been forgiven and treated with
tenderness and kindness she would have been lost to her profession, but she was given another chance.”

God is always giving us “another chance” and He does so because He knows that we will always fail. Those who stand
with the nurse of this story and say to God, “give me another chance” will hear His “yes, of course” again and again.

Verses 5-8 is a short poem very similar to Psalm 1. We have a contrast between the bush of verse 6 and the tree of
verse 8. Both the bush and the tree experience drought but the bush does not have a deep root system and withers,
while the tree with its deep roots survives. And most importantly it goes on bearing fruit.

The contrast of course is between trust in self, and reliance upon God. The God dependant people will discover that God
never fails and that come what may in life, God will go on nourishing and supporting. The God dependant people do not
fear failure. They know that failure is inevitable but they know equally that the support and acceptance of God is
permanent.

The bush that dries up is the self-sufficient one. Eventually such people dry up. They become hard, brittle and
unproductive. They do not have enough within themselves to face all that life throws at them and they are not willing to
admit to the fact. They never reach their true potential.

The chapter ends with a mini sermon on keeping the Sabbath, (v19-27). At first it may seem somewhat out of place here.
But it is not.

Not to work on the seventh day was fundamental to God’s people (Ex 20:8 & Deut 5:12). And the reason they were not to
work on this day was as an expression of their dependence upon God.

“Remember the Sabbath day” and we “remember” it by keeping it holy or separate. This day is to be different to all other
days. And the way it is to be different is that this is the day when no work is done.

But we find it hard to rest. We are always running, we are always out to achieve something. We are always working on
something, going somewhere or planning something. That is because of our insecurity and the need to provide for
ourselves and our need to prove ourselves.

The heart of this commandment is, “you are My people so now you can rest. | will provide for you and you have nothing
to prove to Me. So you do not need to work seven days.”

So delightful did the Jews find the Sabbath that heaven is pictured as one long Sabbath. “There remains, then, a
Sabbath-rest for the people of God” (Heb 4:9).
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A Sermon Preached at the Jeremiah 18:1-12, 19:1-4 & 10-15
Beaconsfield Baptist Church Today is the day of salvation
Sunday 26 March 2006

These next two chapters are centred on pottery. Pottery making was a very common everyday activity in the days of
Jeremiah. Telling Jeremiah to pop down to the pottery would be like telling one of us today to pop down to the shopping
mall or to pop down to the service station and watch people fill their cars. Even the smallest village had a potter. Pottery
was as crucial to everyday living as is petrol to ours.

Potters worked at wheels, in those days the upper wheel was connected to a lower wheel by a shaft, the lower wheel
was kicked around with the feet.

What comes to Jeremiah as he watches the man at work was the way a particular lump of clay would not form up into the
pot that the potter was seeking to make, so forcing the potter to have to make something different to his original intention.

The clay does not respond and so fails to be what the potter wanted, but nevertheless the potter is still able to make
something from the clay. The potter simply changes his mind and makes something else. The clay was quite capable of
frustrating the potter’s original intentions causing him to change his mind.

The thought of God as a potter was not a new one. In Genesis 2:7 we are told that God “formed” man from the dust of
the ground, and the word “formed” is the same word from which the Hebrew gets the word “potter”.

The whole picture is meant to bring home to us that we are creatures and He is the Creator. In the first story God was the
potter and Adam was the clay. It was God who turned the clay into a human and at God’s moment the human returns to
clay. Until we understand this we will not understand reality.

The reality is that God has a stake in our lives. As the potter has a stake in the clay so God has a stake in our lives. The
clay may wish there were no potter seeking to form it but that would not be reality. We may wish there were no God who
is seeking to form us but reality is that God is.

The potter was not having fun with the clay. He was not amusing himself. He was doing very serious work. And God is
not playing with us.

As the potter has a very serious investment in his product so God has a serious investment in creating us. He has
created us for a purpose.

| read somewhere this week, “we are not human beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings having a
human experience”. We are not just clay. We have a life beyond our bodies. When our bodies finally break down that will
not be the end of us. We are spirit and our spirits will live forever. But where they will live for eternity is determined by
decisions made while we live in our clay bodies.

Jeremiah saw his own life as having been formed in the womb by God (1:5). He knew that he was not a random
accumulation of cells, he was formed by loving skilled hands. He wasn'’t a person with potential who by asserting his will
could make something of his life. He was already made something by God, formed for God’s purposes.

Verses 7-12 spell out the implications of Jeremiah’s illustration.

At the moment God has plans to bring these people down but if they respond to God'’s invitation to change then God will
change His mind and their future will be brighter and better. Their future is not fixed and God will change it for the better if
they change their attitude.

Stood there in the potter's show that morning with the smell of wet clay and the sound of the spinning wheel Jeremiah
caught a glimpse of the power of God. He saw afresh the possibilities of God making a new people out of a marred
humanity. If God is the potter then He can make something out of the most unpromising blobs of clay. God can make us
into something useful and beautiful.

Two years ago the film The Passion was released. It attracted a great deal of publicity. | have not seen the film but | have
heard fairly full descriptions of what it contains. At the time of its opening | was listening to a debate on the radio between
a few film critics. | remember one lady was most strident in her view that the soldiers were pictured as so brutish as being
beyond redemption. She saw them as “evil beyond belief’. She felt that they were so hard that there was no possibility of
them ever changing. And yet we know that is not true. | have no doubt that the Roman garrison which took Jesus in was
a cesspool of malevolence, it would not have been a nice place to be. But are these men beyond change? No they are
not, and we know that for a fact because one of them changes, or at least if he does not change he is certainly deeply
stirred as he comes to the conclusion that Jesus must be the Son of God (Mark 15:39).

Yesterday Anne and | had an experience of watching a film and a live performance. The film was very good and we
thoroughly enjoyed it. And if you go and see the film you will see exactly what we saw. In fact no matter how many times
that film is shown it will always be the same. Nothing will change. On our way home from the city we walked along South
Bank. We came by chance upon the most remarkable musical performance. A huge stage had been set up with the most
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