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No.1

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 2 February 2003

Romans 1:1-15
The Saints

Letter writing conventions vary from culture to culture. In our culture we do not identify ourselves until we come to the
very end of our letter. But in the Greek Roman culture of Paul's day the writer would identify him or herself right at the
very beginning. Hence the very first word in Paul’s letter to the Romans was his name. The following 16 chapters are a
letter sent to the church at Rome. A letter that would have been read out loud at their meetings. | say meetings, because
the church at Rome met in a number of homes. Also they would not have read this letter once and then put it away. This
letter would have been read again and again. It would have been read and studied. We, this year, are going to do here
what churches have been doing for two thousand years. We are going to read portions of this letter out loud every week
in church and we are going to study what we have read.

In verse 11 Paul talks of his longing to come and see them in order that he might impart some spiritual gift to help make
them strong. Now the spiritual gift that he wishes to bring to them is teaching. He wants to come and do more of the very
thing he does in his letter. That which builds us up, that which causes us to grow in the Christian faith is a deeper and
deeper understanding of the Bible’s message. If you want to grow in your understanding of the faith, read. Get into our
church library. Get into a Bible study group. Listen to every sermon you get the chance to. Growth in the faith does not
happen automatically. You must be proactive. | have just returned from three weeks holiday. While away | attended three
very different types of churches. One was a small country church with no paid pastor, another was a very formal catholic
service and the other was a city centre church. Yet each in their own way put great emphasis on studying the Bible. The
methods each put up as the means they had to offer for Bible study were quite different. But the goal was the same. That
their people would come to know the Word.

The reason for this letter was Paul’'s need to make arrangements to visit Rome. These matters could have been dealt
with in half a dozen lines. But having sat down in Corinth in AD 57 Paul will not simply deal with travel matters he will do
them a power of good by writing about the gospel.

The church in Rome was small and insignificant. It had no buildings. The church held meetings in people’s homes. This
was a Christian community in its infancy. It was a church that needed to be strengthened. Its strength would come from
knowing more and more of the gospel message.

That is why Paul tells them that he is eager to preach to them (v15). In fact he says he has an obligation to preach (v14).
There are two ways of getting into debt. The first is to borrow from someone. From the moment you do you are in debt
and until the debt is repaid you are under obligation. But the second way to be in debt and have an obligation is to
receive something from a third party. Supposing someone came to me and said here is $10,000, would you please pass
it on to So-and-So. Until the day | pass the money over to So-and-So | would be in their debt. It is in this sense that Paul
is obligated. He has something for the church at Rome and feels himself under obligation to bring it to them.

Christians have always felt this obligation. | read the other day a story that came out of Tanzania recently. For the last
two years a decent chap had been training kids how to play soccer. He had around 70, 12 to 17 year olds coming along
to his coaching sessions every afternoon. Most of these kids were street kids and many of them were orphans. After a
while this coach decided that the kids needed a bit of moral training, so he turned to the local Imam and asked if he
would come down and teach the kids something of the Koran. The first question this teacher of the Koran asked was
“how much will you pay me?” The matter finished there and then. The coach was still keen to have the moral input so he
approached a Christian with the same proposal. Would the chap come down and teach the kids some of the principles
from his holy book, the Bible. The Christian could not get down there quick enough. That Christian felt in his heart what
all who know the Christian message feel. He felt an obligation to teach the fundamentals of the faith. It is an obligation
that we all feel here. That is why we do the things the way we do. That is why we have our Sunday School, and our Make
& Mingle, and our Lighthouse, and our Small Groups and our RE teachers going into the local school. The last thing that
would ever cross our minds is “how much shall we charge kids to come to Sunday School’!!! No, deep in our soul we
know that we have an obligation to pass on the good news.

By the way, did you notice what this church was known for? It was known all over the place for its “faith” (v8). That is the
only thing that a church should be known for. If we are going to have a reputation, let it not be for our buildings or our
youth work or our programs, let it be for the fact that we are people with a deep faith in, and commitment to, God.

These folk are called “saints”. Now in the Roman Catholic Church tradition a saint is one who has done extraordinary
deeds. But these Christians who live at Rome were as ordinary as you and .

The Bible refers to all the followers of Jesus as saints. At the end of this letter Paul will say, “greet all the saints” (16:15).
His letter to the church at Corinth is to “all the saints” (2 Cor 1:1). He calls the members of the church at Ephesus “saints”
(Eph 1:1). (Note also, 2 Cor 9:1, 2 Cor 9:12, Col 1:4.)
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Now a saint is a holy person. But not simply a person who has done no wrong. A saint is one who has done all that could
be expected of a person. We are not simply dealing with moralism.

In the story of the Good Samaritan, the Priest and the Levi would both have seen themselves as having done no wrong.
It was the muggers who had beaten up and robbed the traveller. They were the ones who had done wrong. Yet both the
Priest and the Levi are pictured as having done wrong in their failure to do right.

While on holidays Anne and | visited many beach areas. Again and again we came across litter. In fact on every walking
track or stretch of beach we came to we were confronted with litter. Now as we walked along and looked at pieces of
wrapping paper and old bottles and cartons | felt very virtuous that | never litter. The last thing | would do, would be to
throw down a piece of rubbish. One afternoon we called on some friends and after dinner they took us for a walk down to
their local beach. As we were walking along, this chap would bend down and pick up every piece of litter he saw. All of a
sudden my stance of not dropping litter looked very pale along side his stance of removing every bit of litter he could.

How does Paul sum up the fact that none of us are saints? He says we have fallen short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).
He means that we have fallen short of prizing God’s glory. Now, God never intended us to be as glorious as He is.
Rather we are meant to reflect His glory. We reflect His glory as we cherish it and keep it ever before us and make it the
treasure and the goal of our lives. But when we love other things more than God, when we compromise His standards,
then we are not prizing His glory.

If we know that God is love then we glorify Him when we are loving. As we allow the fruit of the Spirit to flow, love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, we are glorifying Him. But when the
opposites of these characteristics are flowing then we are doing anything but glorifying Him.

On their wedding day the bride and the groom are turned out in their very best clothes. In fact they are all dressed up in
very special clothes. Now to honour the bridal pair one turns up dressed in a way that is fitting of their occasion. We
“glorify” the bridal pair by dressing up as they are dressed up. If we were to turn up to their special occasion in our old
clothes without having made any effort to prepare ourselves then we would be dishonouring them.

Knowing the nature and the character of God we fail to glorify Him when we fail to reflect His character of love and
goodness.

In Acts 2:27 Jesus is called the Holy One. Or the Saint. Now He is a Saint. He is the one and only person who constantly
has not only not done wrong but also has done good at every turn. Hence God said of Him “this is My Son with whom |
am well pleased”. In other words God is saying that there are no short comings at all in Jesus.

On the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus’ face shone like the sun, His garments became translucent with light (Matt 17:6).
In that moment the disciples fell on their faces. But this is not just a story of the disciples being in awe of Jesus. It is also
a story of God taking pleasure in the radiance of His Son. He reveals Him in blinding light and then says, “This is My
delight!”.

At the cross we see in Jesus incredible meekness, lowliness and humility. These were part of the Son’s character from
all eternity. He did not go through some sort of change before submitting to the Father’s will to die for sinners. This is why
the love that the Father has for the Son goes back before creation (John 17:24). The Father has always delighted in the
Son for the Son is a beautiful person. Always has been and always will be.

So there is only one Saint. But in the church everyone is a saint. Here we come to the heart of the Christian message. In
his letter to the Corinthians Paul puts it this way, “God made Him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him
we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor 5:21). What we are being told is that this perfect life of Jesus is
accredited to us as a gift.

In Matthew 22:1-14 Jesus tells the parable of the wedding banquet. In the story the invited guests do not come so the
host invites in people off the streets. These are poor people. Now one cannot go to a wedding in old clothes. So the host
provides everyone with nice clothing. Everyone looks great on the day, except one chap. There is one chap there who is
not nicely dressed. There is one chap who does not put on the given clothing. He believed that his clothing was good
enough. It was not and he was thrown out. But the real tragedy is the fact that he could have looked beautiful. Clothing
was there for him to wear.

Many years ago Lady Diana married Prince Charles. The moment that she did so she was accredited with everything
that was rightfully the Prince’s. She became the joint owner of his huge estates. She was entitled to carry his exalted title
of Royal Highness. She was destined with him to share the throne of Great Britain. None of these things were hers by
right. They were all accredited to her by virtue of her marriage.

We are the Bride of Jesus. He is our Bridegroom. We now inherit everything that belongs to Jesus. But more we have
accredited to us His very life. We are so joined to Jesus that when the Father sees us He only sees us through Jesus.

To put it another way. We are the daughter-in-law of the Father and because of His Son He loves us with a passion we

will never fully understand.
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We are not saints because of the level of our personal holiness we are saints because we have been credited with the
life of Jesus. This letter is addressed to those who are loved by God (v7). Now it was Jesus who the Father called “My
beloved Son” (Matt 3:17). But the love of God does not stop with the Son, it is poured out on all within the family. Those
who are in the family are not loved less than the Son.

The word gospel means ‘good news’. God is happy beyond our wildest imagination. It is good news that God is gloriously
happy. No one would want to come close to an unhappy God. If God were not happy then there would be no good news.
But to be invited into this happy family is good news indeed.

Who killed Jesus? A preacher was speaking in a prison on Good Friday eve. This was the question he put to the
prisoners. One prisoner answered, “the Jews”, another said, “the soldiers”, another said, “Pilate”, another said, “Judas”.
The preacher said, “no, | do not think any of those answers say what the Bible says. The Bible says “His Father killed
Him”. “Jesus was delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). It was not for His
own sin that the Father bruised the Son. It was because He wanted to show us mercy. God lays on Jesus our God
belittling sin and abandons Him to the shame and slaughter of the cross. And Jesus willingly went to the cross because
His Father's honour was so great that only the most terrible suffering and banishment would bear witness to how great
His Father’s glory is. While standing in our place the last thing that Jesus wanted was to be let off lightly. To let off lightly
those who had dishonoured God would be to only add to the dishonouring of God. As Jesus died His terrible death and
entered into the horrific banishment He glorified His Fathers name. And simultaneously saving us from the
consequences of not glorifying God.

In the very way that Paul describes himself he starts his teaching. He says that he is a “servant” of Christ Jesus. Now the
word he used was “doulos” which is far better translated as “slave”. A servant is a hired employee, a person who could
come and go at will, a person who could resign from one job and seek employment elsewhere. Whereas a slave was
owned by his or her master. A slave was totally at the disposal of a master. This is the picture that Paul wants us to have.
He and all who follow Jesus are slaves of Jesus. Paul saw himself as someone with no rights, no time of his own, and no
possessions of his own. All had been surrendered to Jesus. And the reason being is that those who are most satisfied in
God, glorify God the most. Paul wanted nothing more in life than to be a slave of Jesus. In that he was fully satisfied.
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No.2

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 9 February 2003

Romans 1:16&17
Righteousness

God is happy beyond our wildest imagination. He, the Son and the Spirit live in a relationship of the deepest intimacy and
contentment. They are totally fulfilled in each other. They delight each other. They are constantly thanking and praising
each other. They need nothing and no one, beside each other. They do not know the meaning of the word “problem”, or
“insurmountable difficulty”. Everything is under control. Everything is working itself out according to their predetermined
plan. They live in bliss. They have been this way forever and ever. The gospel is good news because it is the message of
us being brought into this family. Of us being united to God.

The word ‘gospel’ means simply good news. The good news is that a person can be declared righteous or good simply
on the basis of their faith in what Jesus has done. The good news is that one can come into the family of God without
being perfect.

From verse 18 through until 3:20 Paul spells out the evidence that not one human being is righteous. Paul gives a
sustained argument demonstrating that we are in fact very unrighteous. The heart of the matter is given to us very early
in this piece. The key issue is that we do not glorify God (v21). The heart of unrighteousness is to live as if there were no
God. ltis to live independent of God. Paul goes on to catalogue a whole pile of evil things that people do, but they are all
an outworking of the fact that those who do them are living as if there were no God. What is right and what is wrong is all
worked out on another basis rather than ‘God said so'.

Adam, not only lived in the deepest intimacy with God he also lived totally dependant on God. In the garden he and his
wife knew that everything they had came from God. The garden gave them a constant rich source of food and pleasure.
The garden yielded its fruit without Adam ever having to worry about there being sufficient. Indeed its goodness was
handed to Adam without Adam having to sweat.

When Adam rebelled against God one of the out workings was him becoming self-sufficient. Away from God Adam had
to sweat to find his food. But this was what he wanted. He wanted to be away from God and he was happy enough to
work and worry to find his own food. There was a certain perverted pleasure in being self-sufficient.

Paul does not bother to explain just what the righteousness of God is because he assumes that we know. From our OT
we see that righteousness, as far as God is concerned, is His unswerving commitment to preserve and display the glory
of His name. Each member of the Trinity is righteous for each member of the Trinity is constantly seeking to honour and
exalt the other members of the Trinity.

So the more God honouring we are the more righteous we are. Righteousness is not about being moral but about
honouring God. To be righteous is to love the honour of God’s name to esteem above all things God’s glory.

It is out of a respect and esteem for God that true human righteousness flows. 1 Samuel 24:17 - David is righteous
because he would not kill Saul, because Saul was the Lord’s anointed. In other words it was not that he would not Kill
Saul that marks him as righteous, but the reason he would not kill Saul.

Psalm 34:21 speaks of the righteous man. This is a Psalm that David wrote. In the Psalm he includes himself among the
righteous. He wrote this Psalm not long after putting himself in a very dangerous situation. In fact without the hand of
God he would have not survived. While on the run from Saul, David sought to go over to the Philistines and join the army
of Achish. Achish’s officers saw David as a terrible threat and the only way David was able to get out of their presence
was by pretending to be mad (1 Sam 21:1-15). Rolling around on the ground, dribbling, grunting and scratching he
completely humiliated himself. But this utterly humiliated man cried out to God for help. David had no doubt that it was
God who got him out of his predicament. The heart of his Psalm is that the righteous are those who depend on God and
give God the glory for saving them. The righteous are those who “cry out’ to the Lord (Psa 34:17).

We get the same thought in Psalm 37:39 where the righteous are those who “take refuge in Him”. Again we have the
same thought in Psalm 64:10. The righteous are those who rejoice in the Lord and take refuge in Him”.

David says in Psalm 23:3 “He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake”. In other words the goal of
righteousness, or the final purpose of righteousness, or what makes righteousness, righteous is that God is honoured.

Nichodemus (John 3:1-16) is a most successful man. He has it all together. He has reached the top of his tree. He is a
member of the Sanhedrin, he is wealthy, he is very well educated, he is influential, and as a Pharisee he would have
been the most law abiding of citizens. More, he would have known it. The point is that he hardly needs to be dependant
on God for anything. It is this lack of dependence which makes him unrighteous, regardless of all the things about his life
that he would have assumed would have made him righteous.

In dealing with him Jesus takes him to a story in Numbers 21:4-8. A short but very pointed story. The people of Israel
were out of Egypt and were making their way through the wilderness to their Promised Land. Now back in Egypt life was
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hard. But the connection between their labour and their bread was very clear cut. They did the work and the Egyptians
fed them. So to that extent they were self-sufficient. Out here in the wilderness they were totally dependant. The only
food they had was the food that God gave them. In the story they start to grumble about this situation. They are not
happy about the bread God is giving them. They are not happy about the fact they cannot go out and get their own
bread. At the end of the day they are not happy about the fact that they are dependant on God. These people were into
unrighteousness big time. So God brings them back into righteousness. How does He do it? He sends into their
community venomous snakes. A plague of them that had a devastating effect on the community. Many of them died.
They had no remedy for the snake bite. They had no antidote. In desperation they admit to Moses that they had “sinned”.
They knew that seeking to be independent of God was nothing less than “sin”. They had certainly done nothing else
wrong. We are not talking in this story of breaking any of the ten commandments. God told Moses to make a model of a
shake and put it up on a pole. The moment someone was bitten they were to make their way to the pole and simply look
up at it. The act of looking was nothing less than a act that was saying “I have no other hope but God”. The snake bites
drove the people back to God dependency and hence back to righteousness.

Paul had a certain level of goodness and righteousness. Compared to most of us he had every reason to feel proud. In
his letter to the Philippians he spells out something of his rather nice life. He tells us that he was a Jew, which means that
he was a part of that nation of people who have always had a special place in God’s plans. He was also a Pharisee. He
was one of those folk known for their fastidious devotion to keeping the law (Phil 3:4-9).

Yet he abandoned confidence in all of it. He put no store in it, took no pride in it, he treated it as nothing. The reason
being it was all about his good life. It was all about how nice a person he was. It was all self-honouring and self-glorifying.

Thursday evening | attended a missionary meeting. At the meeting a number of missionaries home on furlough told
stories from the particular places where they were working. One chap has been working in the Australian bush. In his
church he has a fine group of Aboriginal folk. A little while ago, a group of them were travelling up a track, they reached
the place where they were going to turn off and so slowed down. Behind them in the dust was another car. A woman was
driving it and she was chatting on her phone. So engrossed was she with her conversation that it was not until the last
moment that she realised the car in front was stopping. She swerved, but it was too late she clipped their car doing some
considerable damage to her own. The Aboriginal Christian folk pulled up and decided that the right thing to do would be
to walk back and seek to help. This they did only to be confronted by a woman who, from the wheel of her car, was most
abusive. They absorbed the rudeness and insults and made it plain that they really wanted to help her. The guy telling
the story was ecstatic at the depth of character in the folk from his church. And he had every reason to be proud. But the
trouble with stories like this, and we all have them, is that we can end up thinking how nice we are. And if you really think
you are rather nice then you will cease to be dependant on God.

Paul says righteousness is by faith from first to last (v17). This matter is a matter of faith from beginning to end. Our
relationship with God is nothing but one of faith.

Paul confirms his emphasis on faith by quoting Habakkuk 2:4. Habakkuk was distressed at the way wicked people were
prospering. God reminds Habakkuk that their prospering will not last. The day of calamity will come. However those who
have a simple faith in God to save and care for them will be saved, they shall live. In other words those who trust God
are the righteous ones and God will not fail to save them.

| heard a story the other day at about the gazelle and the lion in the African jungle. Every morning the gazelle wakes up
and he knows that if he does not run faster than the lion he will be dead by tea time. So he awakes and he runs and runs
fast. He lives his life under pressure. Every morning the lion wakes up and he knows that if he does not run faster than
the gazelle he will be hungry at tea time. So he awakes and he runs and runs fast. He lives his life under pressure. The
chap who told us this little parable was urging us to get up and run! If you do not work you will not make it. But the gospel
is a little different. It is not all about running and working, it is all about trusting.

The gospel message is very powerful. The gospel message is a statement about what God has done. And what He has
done is remove our sin and placed it on Jesus. Now this act, or this truth, is proclaimed via preaching. People hear of
what happened at the cross and it becomes real for them. As it becomes real they experience the joy of knowing that
they are loved by God. They experience the fact that their sins are forgiven and that they are a part of the family of God.
In the preaching of the gospel people hear the very voice of God within their hearts. A miracle takes place as the Word is
proclaimed.

The gospel is incredibly powerful because anyone who believes it is given the gift of a righteous standing with God. The
immoral and the moral, the bad as well as the good. The gospel is good news because God accepts us as we are.

The gospel is not simply a message the gospel is what God has done and is doing. Before going on holidays Anne and |
looked at some brochures. They were all very nice. But those brochures were not the holiday destination. Actually getting
to the destination was quite a different experience to the experience of reading the brochures.

So for me the gospel is not a message | believe, although it is that. But it is a reality that | have entered into. | knew what
it was to have guilt and shame. And | now know what it is like to have peace and forgiveness. This is reality.

The Jews did not have a message about how God rescues. They had an experience of being delivered from the torture
of Egypt. The gospel is not just a message, it is what God has done to save us.
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The gospel is something that God actually does in our lives. It is not a message about how to live. It is not the Four Noble
Truths of Buddhism, it is not the Five Pillars of Islam, it is not the endless cycles of reincarnation of the Hindus. It is all
about what God has done. Not about what we have to do.

This is why Paul says that he is not ashamed of it. When the queen says she is “not amused” she really means “l am not
very happy”. Or “l am rather angry”. So Paul is saying | have total confidence in this gospel.

Paul is not ashamed because he has so much confidence in this message. But not simply the message. He knows that
the message is the way that God brings people to Himself and God will not fail to bring people to Himself. | remember a
preacher by the name of Deane Metheringham saying once, that one of the reasons we are so hesitant to be particularly
bold about proclaiming the message is that we doubt that anyone else will actually believe it. We seem to think that we
believed because we are different. But that others will not be affected by the message in the way that we were. When we
think this way what we are really thinking is that God will not touch those that we are speaking to in the way that He
touched us when we heard the message.

Paul is like one of those Electrolux vacuum cleaner sales people. Those guys have total confidence in their machines
and they cannot wait to give you a demonstration. They know their machines do the job and do it well. They have no
doubt at all that the machine will not let them down in the middle of a demonstration.

Yet there may have been a note of affirmation that he is not ashamed of the gospel even if others are. Whenever the
gospel is preached it arouses opposition. People hate the thought that they can do nothing to make themselves worthy of
God. People hate the thought that they are totally dependant on God.

So we have to ask ourselves this morning, “Are we righteous or unrighteous?”.
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No.3

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 16 February 2003

Romans 1:18-32
Unrighteousness

A certain theologian opened a series of lectures, that | attended some time ago, with the words “most people honestly do
not believe that they have a problem with God”. They are happy enough for God to do and be whatever God does, and to
be whatever God wants to be and they would like to think that God would return the compliment. And they cannot see
any reason on earth why He would not. It is a matter of “you, do your thing God, and | will do mine”. “I am happy being
me and | am sure that God is happy being God”. “God can spend the rest of His life doing God-things and | will spend the
rest of my life doing my-things and there is absolutely no need for us to have any dealings with each other”. “

I will stay in
my house and He can stay in His house and we will not in anyway annoy each other”.

Such thinking dismisses God as quickly as we might happen to dismiss a stranger we pass in the street. The stranger is
nothing to us. We have nothing to do with him and want nothing to do with him. We owe him nothing.

Truth is things as they really are. If | were to say, “I am speaking into a microphone” | would be speaking the truth.
Because that is exactly what | am doing. If | were to say “I am not using a microphone this morning” | would be telling a
lie because the reality is | am using a microphone. If | did say that | am not speaking via a microphone | would then have
to suppress the truth of the fact that | was in fact using a microphone. | would have to convince you that the boxes up
here on the stage were not speaker boxes, but were simply part of the decorations. | would have to pretend that this
microphone clipped to my shirt is not a microphone but simply a nice broach or badge that | happen to like having
attached to my clothing whenever | am on the platform. The truth that | am in fact speaking via a microphone is all
around me and it would take a great deal of energy to suppress it.

The passage of the Bible that we have read this morning speaks of suppressing the truth. The word “suppress” has the
sense of forcing something down that is exerting a counter force. The image is of holding down a huge spring. The
picture is, if the spring is released, for even a second, it will shoot right up.

Now the truth that the Bible says we are suppressing, is the truth about God. So what God is really like is being
repressed, stifled or ignored. What we could know of God and what we should know of God is deliberately disregarded.

To do this is to pretend that the truth is not real. For instance the truth is that we drive on the left hand side of the road.
Now if | go out after church and act as if that truth were not the truth and if | therefore started to drive on the right hand
side of the road | would very soon come to grief. My driving on the right hand side of the road does not alter the truth that
we drive on the left hand side of the road in this country. | would simply be going against the truth, or going against the
way things really are. | would be suppressing the way things really are in an effort to live a lie.

What we are being told is that God has revealed Himself in nature. Or that the creation is a revelation of who God is. The
argument is the same as the first question we ask when we see a nice painting, “who painted that?” Or when we hear a
beautiful piece of music, we immediately ask ourselves, “who composed that?” We know that behind the music, behind
the picture stands a fine mind. We are curious as to who the mind belongs to.

So the first question a thinking person should ask when contemplating this earth and the universe is “who made that?”
God gave us minds. He expects us to use them.

Our basic common sense tells us that no object could ever have created itself. Because before it was created it would
have been nothing.

So the matter out of which this universe is created could not have created itself. So something or someone has always
existed. Always as in forever and ever and ever.

Now every effect must have a cause but everything need not have a cause. So if something exists, and it does! Then
somehow, somewhere, at sometime, something has the power of being within itself, it is not an effect. So we either have
a self-existing world, or to put it a better way, we have self-existing matter which has always been or we have a self-
existing God who has always been and who created the matter out of which our world is made.

Logic dictates that every effect must have had a cause. Nothing happens by itself. In fact we can study any effect that
we like and we will in time find the cause. | have a watch on my wrist. The hands are going around, this is the effect.
What is causing that effect? That particular effect is being caused by the watch mechanism. What is causing the watch
mechanism to move? A battery. What is causing the battery to have power? A chemical reaction. What causes the
chemical reaction? Well on and on it goes.

But logic also dictates that whereas an effect must have a cause, something does not need a cause. It is possible for

something to have always existed. Provided that the something lies dormant for all eternity we have no problem.
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If matter has always existed then we have to ask the question “what happened 20 billion years ago when the big bang
went off?” Until that moment a highly condensed piece of matter and energy had been sitting in the middle of space for
all eternity. Not a problem. But what caused it to explode 20 billion years ago? How could it have defied the laws of
inertia? If matter has always existed then what caused the first effect which then went on to be another cause for
another effect and so on? What caused the big bang?

The big bang, it is commonly assumed, took place about 20 billion years ago. It was a gigantic fire ball explosion that
sent the stars and planets tumbling outward from the centre into the form in which we now observe them, and they are
still moving out. In fact at the rate of millions of miles an hour. It was in 1919 that Edwin Hubble drew up the formula for
the expanding universe which allows us to move backward to the point where the expansion began, that is the big bang.

The big bang flung all that now makes up our universe into action. The enormity of which stretches our imagination. Our
sun is just one of 100 billion (billion = 1,000 million) stars in our galaxy. It revolves once around the galaxy each 225
million years. Our galaxy, the Milky Way is 100,000 light years across. This galaxy of ours forms a giant spiral rotation
moving majestically through space. We know at this stage that there are at least 100 billion galaxies. All the stars are
clustered together in galaxies. And these galaxies are scattered about in what appear to be irregular patterns. Our
closest galaxy is Andromeda which is 2 million light years away. Moreover the galaxies are not fixed in space but rather
are moving away from each other at tremendous speeds. The most distant galaxies are retreating from us at the rate of
100 million miles an hour. Everything is retreating from everything, nothing is coming toward us nor is anything coming
toward any other galaxy. We do not know how big the universe is but our best equipment at this stage can only go as far
as perceiving galaxies 1,000 million light years away. When we think that light travels at 176,000 miles per second these
distances defy the imagination. At this speed we could travel to London and back seven times in a second. If we could
go that far in a second, then how far in a minute? Or an hour? Or a day? Well the distance we would cover in a year is
called a “light year”.

It has been argued that the big bang just went off by chance and everything which has happened since is nothing but
chance. But chance is only the word that we use to describe what we do not know. For instance, when you toss a coin
what part does chance play in whether it lands heads or tails? None! Because chance is not an entity. It is a nothing. If
you knew every detail of the situation, the weight of the coin the density of the air the amount of pressure exerted by your
thumb and so on you could calculate exactly which way up the coin would land.

So when you study a cause and know all about it then you can know what the effect will be.

There can be no more in the effect than there is in the cause. There can be less but not more. Therefore whatever the
effect contains, the cause must have contained more. Therefore whatever the creation contains including the 1Q of all the
human beings who have ever lived, the cause must contain more. If there is nothing more than an explosion behind the
universe then we have no explanation for the order and design in the universe.

No one knows the origin of Stonehenge. All we know is that these huge stones are all arranged in such a way that they
line up with the sun and certain stars at certain times of the year. In fact there is no logical reason why they could not
have ended up the way that we see them today by a process of random action. Over the years the land could have
eroded away so leaving the rocks as they now sit. But this will not do. We have seen the evidence of random erosion of
soil and rock and we have seen Stonehenge. There is a huge difference. We know that Stonehenge is not the product
of random erosion. There are certain aspects of the rock formation at Stonehenge that are completely incompatible with
random action. Whatever, or better, whoever formed Stonehenge had intelligence.

The European water spider lives at the bottom of a lake, but it breathes air. It comes to the top of the water, does a
somersault on the surface and catches a bubble of air. Then it holds the bubble over the breathing holes in the middle of
its body while it swims to the bottom of the lake and spins a silk web among the seaweed. It goes up and brings down
bubble after bubble until a little balloon of air is formed under its silk web where it can live and eat and mate. It was not a
whole pile of chances that caused that European water spider to develop the life that he lives.

Have you ever thought that even if a randomly evolved world were a logical possibility it produced a rather functional
world. But we do not simply have a functional world we have a beautiful world. God has given us a beautiful world, one
we should take great delight in.

So to our conclusion. The whole of this creation is an effect. What we have to ask is what was the cause? There are
only two worthwhile answers. One, the material of which this universe is made has intelligence in it. So that the material
itself launched itself into action at the time of the big bang. Material itself caused the big bang to happen in such a way
that we now have the effect of the present universe and in particular this world. If we go down this road we end up giving
material intelligence which we know it does not have. The other answer is that an eternal God created the material out of
which this universe is made and He is the first cause. There is no reason at all why a self- existent being called God
could not be the first cause. This would then explain the order and design that we see in the universe.

Our trouble is that we get used to things. We get used to the sun setting, and water being wet, and wind feeling rich on
our faces, and the lovely feeling of a good meal, and the fun of time with good friends. But God made all things.

Paul's argument is that no one can say they did not have enough evidence to know that there was a God. Knowledge of
the existence of God is not an intellectual question. If you do not believe there is a God it is because you have
deliberately chosen not to believe. In refusing to believe in God, a person refuses to acknowledge what he or she
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intuitively knows to be true. People who do not believe in God do not need more information. All the information any
human being would ever need to know that there is a God, is already on display.

This means there is no one on the planet who can say they do not know if there is a God or not. Paul’'s argument is that
every human being can see the creation and therefore deduce that there is a Creator. However the creation only reveals
limited information about the Creator. But enough to send us on a search if we so would. We call this “general
revelation”. Via His creation God has revealed enough of Himself for us to know that there is a God. (God will certainly
have to reveal more of Himself if we are ever to understand His character, and this He does via His Word. This we call
“special revelation”).

We have to ask why people suppress the truth about God? It seems to me that one of the key reasons for this is that
people hate the thought of having an obligation to a Creator. If there is a Creator then that means | am a creature. If | am
a creature then obviously | have an obligation to and responsibilities to the one who made me. If | am a creature then |
am not a free agent. If | am creature then | am not autonomous.

Paul’'s argument goes on to say that God has not only created this world, but has designed it to operate in a certain way.
If you live in God’s creation and seek to live in a way that is contrary to the way God designed it to operate you will
damage yourself. You will bruise and hurt yourself. To go against the grain is to bring pain and distress into our lives.

If you do all your thinking on the basis that there is no God there will be certain consequences. If there is no Creator then
ultimately anything goes. It means that you are doing your thinking on the basis of a lie and living your life on the basis of
a lie.

If you do not believe in God then you have to make up your own rules of what is right and what is wrong. The list of
depraved behaviours that Paul gives us are all, according to Paul, an outworking of the fact that people are living as if
there were no God. Greed; if you do not believe that God loves you and will provide for you, you will always have a
tendancy to be greedy. If you do not believe that God has given you everything you need you will always have a
tendancy to be envious of what others have. If you do not believe that God is the most important one, you will always
have a tendancy to make yourself the most important one and if you are the centre of the universe you will always have a
tendancy to devalue others.

Paul says that God’s wrath is being revealed against all ungodly people. The way God has created us is such that when
we do wrong we suffer. This is the wrath of God in the present. Guilt is the first and the strongest manifestation of that.
God has not given us a conscience, we are a conscience.

God expresses His anger by simply removing restraint and letting us follow the desires of our hearts. For all behaviour
that goes against the way we were created is destructive behaviour and will hurt us. The resulting process of moral
degeneration is to be understood as a judicial act of God. God does not want you good for His sake, but for your sake!

There are those who say that the only reason people who do believe in God do so is because they need a crutch. When
this argument was put to me, it was by a fellow trade’s man. | spent some time trying to prove that was not the case. But
then it came to me that he was right. | need to know that | have a heavenly Father who not only made this world but
specifically made me! | need to know that | have a heavenly Father who cares for me and watches over me.

| would not like to think that | came from nothing and | am going to nothing. The thought that my destiny is annihilation
and that everything | have built and everything | have worked for and everything that | have lived for is destined to
become absolutely nothing is not very nice. The thought that my life is an exercise in futility is not nice.

Yes, | believe in God. Yes, | believe that | am accountable to Him. Yes, | believe that there are ultimate rights and
ultimate wrongs. Yes, | believe that there is a correct way to live. | believe that the truth is so obvious that it is not worth
the effort of suppressing it.
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No.4

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 9 March 2003

Romans 2:1-16
Who is guilty?

In the last section Paul argued that people suppress the truth about God in an effort to convince themselves that they live
in a world without God. Now if there is no God, one of the first consequences is that there is no ultimate right and wrong.
This will lead to everyone deciding for themselves what is right and wrong. And this will always lead to a downgrading of
moral standards.

However, the first and primary issue is not the downgrading of morals. The first and primary issue is deciding to live as if
there were no God. The heart of unrighteousness is not immorality but simply living independent of God.

Paul listed a number of sins, homosexuality, envy, greed, murder, deceit, malice, gossip, slander, arrogance and so on.
All these things, evil though they are, are still only secondary issues.

Last December in Canada the Court of Queen's Bench in Saskatchewan, ruled that a man who placed references to
Bible verses on homosexuality into a newspaper advertisement was guilty of inciting hatred. One of the passages he
quoted was the Romans 1 passage. The purpose of the ad was to indicate that the Bible says “no” to homosexual
behaviour. Even though the Court was more offended by the advertisements than the quotes from the Bible the incident
still highlights the issues of: “who is God to tell us what is wrong and what is right?”

This being so the first thing Paul addresses is the fact that restraint will go in the area of our sexuality. There will be a
tendency to simply do what feels right. People will be a law unto themselves in what, and what is not, acceptable
behaviour.

God created us male and female and He created us as sexual beings, but He designed that sexuality to be expressed
nowhere else but inside a marriage. Therefore to take our sexuality outside of marriage or seek to express our sexuality
in same sex relationships is to deliberately reject what God has designed. Homosexuality is not a sin that is worse than
any other but for Paul’'s purposes it is a perfect example of the way a creational principle is violated. What is wrong with
homosexual relationships? Well ‘nothing’ except God has created us male and female and calls us to express our
sexuality in male female relationships.

God created us male and female. God so created us that the male and the female could be sexually active but that
sexual activity should be inside a marriage. All sexual activity outside of the marriage relationship is wrong. Full stop.
Therefore homosexual activity is a distortion and a perversion of the way that God intends our sexuality to function.
Therefore homosexual activity is nothing less than rebellion against God. But more, because it is outside of the way that
God created us to function it fails to bring the rewards that God intended our sexuality to bring. Homosexual sexual
experiences are a pathetic pitiful second-rate substitute for the real thing.

If we give the Bible the high place that it deserves then there can be no homosexual activity. Before you can say that
any form of homosexual activity is permissible you must in some way or another prove that the Bible is not the final
authority on these matters.

The reason the Bible calls homosexual activity detestable is because it is a form of conduct that runs counter to the way
in which God created us to function. Therefore every time the Bible mentions homosexual practice it is condemned.

Homosexuality is not considered to be anything other than an act as far as the Bible is concerned. It is not a condition or
a sickness. It is nothing other than a sinful practice which can become a way of life. The Bible never condemns us for
behaviour which is outside of our control, therefore by defining and condemning homosexual behaviour as sinful it is also
describing homosexual behaviour as wilful.

It is my belief that homosexuals were not “born that way”. There is, at this point in time, no firm evidence (to my
knowledge) that people with homosexual desires are genetically different from the rest of the population.

Why is it that a small percentage of the population have homosexual feelings? It is generally believed that the
homosexual condition is the result of incomplete gender identity development arising where there is conflict and
subsequent distancing from the father. Therefore it is the product of a failure to establish a proper male identity. (So
also the female homosexual has failed to establish a proper female identity.) It is a condition that can be repaired. At the
end of the day homosexuals can change.

1 Corinthians 6:9&10 - “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither
the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders... will inherit the kingdom
of God.”

The Word of God is blunt here. Homosexual people will not be a part of the kingdom of God. How can they be? They
are persistently flouting the Word of God, they are sinning. But the Word at this same point is also full of hope for it says
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“And that is what some of you were” (1 Cor 6:11). So some of the members of the church at Corinth were ex-
homosexuals. The sin of the homosexual is no different from the sin of the adulterer or the fornicator in that it is a
flouting of the Word of God. The adulterer can stop his/her relationship and seek the forgiveness that God extends to us;
and so can the homosexual.

The matter of feelings, or to put it more bluntly, lusting is no different for the homosexual than for the heterosexual.
Jesus has told us what to do with lusting. Stop it! (Matt 5:28). Being created the way that we are, sexual feelings are
inevitable. The sight of an attractive person does things to us. But Jesus’ word to us is, “Do not cultivate those
thoughts”. Cut them off; do not dwell on them. And above all do not ever let the thoughts become actions; whether you
are homosexually aroused or heterosexually aroused.

There were many people in Rome who when they first heard this passage would have been in wholehearted agreement
with Paul as he condemned anyone who was “filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity” (1:29).
They would have said, “hear, hear” as he denounced those who were “gossips, slanderers, arrogant and boastful” (1:30).
The point is that there were many who were anything but as depraved in their behaviour as those that Paul has just been
describing. Every society has a good number of folk who live reasonably moral lives. Not everyone is shamelessly
immoral. There are those who strive to be moral regardless of what they think about God.

Paul now wants to speak to those who are both moral and quite happy to join in any Judgement of those who are less
moral than they are. Paul no longer says “they” it is now the more personal “you”. Those who believe that there should
be no moral restraints at all are very much in the minority. The majority of people believe in some sort of system of
morality. They have some sense of right and wrong.

The people that Paul has called shamelessly immoral are those that live as if there were no God. Hence such people not
only work out for themselves what is right and what is wrong they approve of everyone else who does the same. Hence
having come to the conclusion that there is no ultimate right or wrong they have no quarrel with anyone else who is
immoral. Or as Paul puts it, they approve of those who practice immorality (1:32).

But those who are quick to point out the wrong of the immoral person are those that Paul is addressing now. The first
group are those who say that there is no right or wrong and so they have no choice but to approve or not to pass
comment when they see others doing wrong. But the second group actually believe that there are standards of right and
wrong and hence they are those who “pass judgement on” others.

The first group believe that there are no final absolutes the second group believe that there are and they freely apply
them to others.

Paul's point is, if we wish to judge then we must have a standard by which to judge. The moment we admit a standard
then that standard must be applied to ourselves as well.

Some years ago a friend of mine who was working with delinquent teenagers was confronted by a perfect example of the
point Paul is trying to make. She was talking to a chap who had in his possession a few pens and pencils that he had
“picked up” from Woolworths. He had stolen them. She was remonstrating with him about the wrongs of thieving. He
would not have a bar of her arguments. In his mind he had done no wrong. He was poor and Woolworths was rich. He
needed them much more than they did. Property was there for us all to help ourselves to. As they were talking she
surreptitiously reached across and picked up one of the pens and put it in her lap. The conversation was brought to a
close and the young chap was just about to get up to leave when he realised that she had one of his pens. He asked for
it back. “No” she said, “it is mine now”. “But that is stealing” he said. “But you have just convinced me that there is
nothing wrong with stealing and so | have helped myself to your pens.” In an instant that young man was confronted with
the awful choice either stealing was wrong and he had some restitution work to do with Woolworths, or stealing was not
wrong and he had no real claim on the pen that my friend had just stolen from him.

Paul uncovers a tendency in most of us to be critical of everyone except ourselves. There is in all of us a tendency to be
harsh in our Judgement of others while at the same time being rather lenient on ourselves. Faults we condemn in others
we seem to manage to excuse in ourselves. The moment we start judging others we agree that behaviour matters. By
judging others we put our signature to the fact that God is correct in judging sin.

The problem with judging others is that it means we are constantly improving our critical faculties. Most of us become
rather good in the job of evaluating others.

But having honed these skills up we can hardly plead ignorance of what is right and what is wrong.

It seems that Paul is not condemning the practice of judging others. What he is attacking is the practice of judging others
with a different standard to the one we use on ourselves.

Nobody does wrong. What we do is turn a wrong into a right and then do it. But we never apply this standard to others. In
other words | would never steal. Yet | have stolen. But when | stole it was okay for | decided that my boss owed me what
| took. But if someone stole from me then their rationale for stealing would simply not be acceptable to me.

Paul's point is, if we believe that there is a standard, if we believe that there is a God who will call us all to account, what
makes us think that we will not also be judged and condemned?
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That everything is going well for us, that in many areas of our lives we are knowing nothing but blessing and prosperity is
not a sign that God is happy with us. The fact that God has not judged us up to this point in time does not mean that God
is not going to judge us.

The Judgement is postponed for no other reason than God loves us enough to give us time to repent.

To show contempt for the riches of God is to neglect them. It is to consider them unimportant and insignificant. But if it
were not for the kindness of God each of us would be standing before His judgement seat right now. That we are allowed
to go on living is simply the mercy of God.

A certain king brought a particular city under his authority. Until that point the city had lived in independence. But from
this point on it would be subjected to the king’s rule. The king was gracious and kind. But he was also strong and firm. He
knew that to keep the city in his kihngdom he would need to use the threat of force. But rather than garrison his army
along side the city he stationed it some miles away. His reasoning was that should the city ever rebel they would always
have time to rethink the matter through before the arrival of his troops and the force that they would use to suppress any
uprising.

If we understood just how abhorrent God found sin we would understand just how merciful, patient and tolerant He is.
It is the patience of God that only Ananias and Sapphira lost their lives for lying. (Acts 5:1-11).
The only reason that God holds back from judgement is that we might have time to turn to the Saviour.

But if we do not repent the Day of Judgement does not go away. Everything is “stored” up until that day. All we are doing
is storing up terrible trouble. That God has not judged you for the wrong you did today does not mean God will not judge
you. God’s judgement is simply judgement delayed.

The Bible is quite emphatic that God “will give to each person according to what they have done”. Jesus told His
disciples that He “will reward each person according to what he has done” (Matt 16:27 & Psa 62:12).

When a wrong has been committed we always look to those in authority, whoever they may be, to step in. If the wrong is
ignored we become angry. Every time a criminal goes before the courts for sentencing and the sentence handed down is
lenient the community becomes angry.

If there is a God the last thing we would really want is for Him to be so apathetic about wrong that He would do nothing.
Again and again the Psalms speak of longing for the judgement of God. It is a longing for justice.

In early 1998 a journalist from Washington was assigned to cover a human interest story in PNG. It concerned a minister
of religion who had given 35 years of his life to a very remote and difficult part of the world. He was about to retire and
was being hailed as a hero. She went along and recorded his last couple of days on the job and the farewell ceremony.
She was impressed. Here was a good man. Then it was discovered that for all that time he had been an active
paedophile. She was flabbergasted. But the heart of her shock was the realisation that he would never be brought to
justice. There was no proof. She had to ask herself “did those little boys matter to anyone?” If there was no Day of
Judgement then when it was all said and done they did not. It was a search to find ultimate justice that led that woman to
a Christian conviction.

| once heard Tim Costello speak on the matter of the number of criminals who “get away with it” due to their expensive
legal teams. He had no doubt that far too many got way with it. “But”, and he said this with some conviction, “they won’t
when they stand before the next Judge”.

The wrath of God is expressed in the inevitable process of cause and effect in the world as God has designed it. But the
wrath of God is more than that. It is not impersonal. The God of the Bible is constantly interacting with His creation.

We must not think that God could never be angry with us or do anything that might inconvenience us. But we must not
think of His wrath in the sort of terms that we think of our own. Much human anger is driven by deep self-centeredness.
In other words | am more angry that the price of petrol has gone up than | am by the fact that a lot of people will die
horrible deaths if we go to war.

God does not lose His temper; He does not fly into a rage. He is not vindictive or resentful. The alternative to wrath is not
love but disinterest. And God is not disinterested in His world. God’s wrath is His holy hostility to evil. It is His refusal to
condone it or come to terms with it. His wrath is directed against evil.

The worst thing God can do when we do wrong is nothing. If God really loves His creation there would be something
wrong if He were not angry when people destroy themselves and each other.

God’s judgement will be perfect and everybody will be punished to the degree that they deserve. Hence Paul says,
“according to what they have done” (v6). Jesus taught the same thing in the parable of the lazy servants where Jesus
makes it quite clear that the servants were punished according to the severity of their failures (Luke 12:48). Paul wants
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us to know that so just is God that the reaction of God to our sin is proportionate. Whatever we understand by hell it will
not be the same for every one.

Now what about the law of God, what about the ten commandments. What about those who Paul calls “who sin apart
from the law” (v12). What about all the non Jews who have never heard of the ten commandments? Well, what we are
told here is that such people will not be judged by them.

But this does not mean that such people do not have a law by which they are judged. They have a law written on their
hearts.

A Jew is brought up on the law of God. Do not murder. He knows that murder is wrong. If he commits murder he knows
he stands under the wrath of God. More, his conscience is alive to the matter of right and wrong. His conscience knows
that murder is wrong. If he commits murder he feels the emotion of guilt.

Now a pagan grows up never having heard that there are ten commandments and grows up with no knowledge that God
has ever given any laws to live by. However his mum and his dad let him know in no uncertain terms that the thought of
killing his little sister is wrong. So deep into his heart goes a law. He knows that murder is wrong. If he were to commit
murder he would feel the emotion of guilt. Most human beings and most societies know that adultery and stealing and
dishonouring parents is wrong. Every society has some sort of code of conduct.

God did not simply give human beings a conscience He made them a conscience. They are a conscience. Our
conscience is not something we can divorce ourselves from. “the requirements of the law being written on our hearts” is
what our conscience is.

So the key issue is not whether you have had the privilege of knowing God'’s law but whether or not you have done right
by the laws you do know. If you knew the law of God and have done wrong you will perish and if you have never heard of
the law of God and yet violate your conscience you will perish.

So if you know the law of God then against that law your life will be measured. If you do not know the law of God then
your life will be measured by your own conscience. But no one will be judged by a standard they have not known.

Because God’s judgement will be absolutely fair, Paul puts in two statements which in fact are hypothetical. The first one
is “those who obey the law will be declared righteous” and the second one is his comment that our consciences will
defend us.

Should there be found a human being who has never failed to keep the law and should there be found a human being
who has never known guilt then such a human being would have nothing to fear from God on Judgement Day.
Commonsense tells us that there is no such person. But many seem to think that there are lots of such people. The only
way anyone could end up thinking that way is by brining down the standards. But as Paul has already shown, every time
anyone of us has passed comment on the behaviour of another we have declared that we “know” right from wrong. The
smallest slip on our part and we have in fact condemned ourselves.

But more, those who think that there are those who have lived such a life only think in terms of morals. They forget that
the first commandment is “love the Lord your God with all your heart”.

This being so means that there is no hope for anyone outside of what Jesus has to offer. He and He alone is the only
one who can save any of us from the coming judgement.

Paul sees all of history moving toward a Day of Judgement. At that day not only will everything open about our lives be
judged but the motivations that drove us will also be examined. We can rest assured that there will be no possibility of a
miscarriage of justice on that day. (1 Sam 16:7, Psa 139:1, Jer 17:10, Luke 16:15).

More, the Judge on that day will be Jesus Himself. Jesus had already made it quite clear that judgement had been
entrusted to Him (John 5:22&27). So God has fixed a Judgement Day and He has already appointed the Judge (Acts
17:31).

This coming Judgement is part of the gospel message. If we do not preach the coming Judgement we cheapen the
message that we preach. The heart of the gospel is not that Jesus will take away your feelings of guilt, they do not
always go, or that He will remove your financial fears, | know Christians with them, or that He will bring health and
healing to your body, many a Christian lives in pain. The heart of the gospel is that Jesus will save us from the coming
wrath of God. What Jesus has done for me is saved me from an eternity in hell.

When we talk about what Jesus has to offer we need to know that God has so created people that their consciences are
affirming what we are saying. This whole matter of right and wrong of guilt and shame are affirming the message that we
proclaim; God is angry at our sin. Everyone’s conscience is saying the same thing.

At the Judgement Day there will those who are given eternal life and those who will taste the wrath and anger (v9&10).

We are dealing with the two and only two final destinies of humans.
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To seek “glory” is to seek after God Himself. To seek “honour” is to seek after God’s approval. To seek “immortality” is to
seek after God’s presence. These are the people who do “good” but it is not good for the sake of goodness. It is not
moralism. They do good simply because it is what God wants. Again we are not dealing with moralism. We are dealing
with a hunger after God. Those that experience eternal life are those that are righteous. And the righteous ones are the
God dependant ones. These that enter eternal life do not do so because they have lived good lives or because they have
never had a bad conscience.

But for those who do evil there is nothing ahead but trouble and distress. If we have heard Paul correctly we know that
everyone stands guilty. There is no one who can hold their head high. There is no one who does not need, and need
desperately, a Saviour. Without a Saviour we are finished.
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No.5

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 16 March 2003

Romans 2:17-3:8
No privileges

Paul is trying to get us to understand that every last one of us has a problem. The problem is the fact that God is a moral
being and as such will judge all immorality. This too, is, as most human beings would want it. When we hear stories of
wrongdoing we in the same instant look to and for someone to bring some justice to bear.

Last Wednesday morning while my wife was out she heard a story of a couple who used to tie up their 18 month old
baby every night so that she would not crawl out of her cot. One night the child got into a position in her little bed from
which she could not move and she suffocated. On hearing the story all | wanted to know was have the parents been
brought to justice? Now if that was my feeling what was God’s? He is Father to that child. He loves and knows that child.
His love for that child will have to spill over into justice for that child or His love for the child would be a very hollow sort of
love.

Paul started off by talking about those he called “they” (1:18-32). “They” were those who did not even believe there was a
God. “They” were those who said, “anything goes”. “They” were those who believed there never would be any sort of
Judgement and therefore were happy enough for anyone to do whatever they felt like, no matter how bad. There are very
few people in this bracket. These are those who “approve of those who practice wrong” (1:32). They have to approve for

they have no basis for not approving. They have no basis on which to judge anyone’s actions.

These are those who deny the truth. Or they deny reality. These people are like those who say there are no such things
as buses. Their belief does not alter reality. There are such things as buses and if they were to step out in front of a
moving bus they would suffer irreparable damage. Their not believing does not stop the bus from hitting them. Denying
that there is a God and there is a Judgement Day does not stop the Judgement Day from coming and God from judging.

Then Paul turned to those he called “you” (2:1-16). This is most of us. Most of us actually both want and believe in some
sort of Judgement somewhere some time. We actually want a God who brings wrongs to account.

But, as we said last week, if there is to be Judgement then there must be standards by which people are judged. What
will be the standard by which you are judged? The words that you have spoken when you have judged another. We all
have moral standards, these standards have been formed by the laws that we have grown up with, be they the ten
commandments or the standards of our family and community. As the saying goes “there is even honour among thieves”.

It is as if from the moment we grow up there is a tape recorder hung around our neck and every time we judge another it
records. When God comes to examine our life all He will do is play that tape and line it up with our actions. In other
words the only standard that God will have to use is our own standard. If we have said honest in others is important then
all dishonesty in ourselves stands condemned by our own mouth. And so on.

If you were to ask Billy Graham how he feels toward the Jews, he would tell you that he has nothing but admiration for
them. But one day he was in the Oval Office with President Nixon, Nixon was bagging the Jews for the way that he felt
they were dominating certain areas of American life. Graham joined in the bagging and thought no more of it. What
Graham did not know was that Nixon had every conversation in that office taped. Last year many of those tapes were
released, including the one of that conversation.

Billy Graham was deeply embarrassed. To his credit he has formally apologised and has formally denounced the position
that he expressed on that occasion. What we need to know is that Graham’s experience will be ours one day.

Now Paul turns to the Jews (2:17-3:8). Why does he single them out for special attention? It is because most of them
believed that God would never judge them. They believed that they were in a special bracket. Surely Paul is not lumping
them into the same bracket as everyone else? Does not Paul understand that the Jews are God’s chosen people?

No other community in the world had been given the law and no other community was in a special relationship with God,
a relationship marked by the sign of circumcision. Most Jews believed that Judgement was for the Gentiles, not for them.
Jews saw themselves as superior to the rest of mankind. They actually brag about their unique relationship with God.
Jews believed that their status as the descendants of Abraham guaranteed their relationship with God for eternity. In fact,
as they understood the matter, one needed to join their nation in order to come to God.

They saw it as their job to teach the rest of mankind the things of God. But says Paul, you may have the law and have
your conscience educated by the law but you do not keep the law any better than anyone else. There is still stealing and
adultery among you.

In fact such is your behaviour that God’s reputation is actually disgraced because of you. What should have happened
was, that as Israel lived by her laws the world would have seen the most just, loving, kind, considerate, balanced society
ever. This should have led to a constant stream of people from every nation making its way to Jerusalem to learn of God
and His laws. “Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
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God of Jacob. He will teach us His ways, so that we may walk in His paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem” (Isa 2:3).

What should happen now is that every local church should be so patterned on Jesus and there should be so much love
and care that people will be attracted and will come to see what make us different. “By your love for one another shall
people know that you are My disciples” (John 13:35).

God now reveals Himself not through Jesus but through the church. People will see God in the way that the church acts
and reacts

But like the Jews we too have failed. How many people have stopped coming to church because they have been
genuinely hurt or offended by a Christian?

On the other side of the coin you would have to have rocks in your head if you thought that you could come to a church
and not get hurt at some time or another. We humans cause God great pain, yet God remains passionately involved
with us. Should we not also have the same attitude to the church?

We forgive our spouses for being less than perfect and we forgive our children and our parents also for being less than
perfect so too we should forgive our churches.

The mark of circumcision was given to every Jewish boy. In his flesh he carried the mark that was a constant reminder
that he was a member of God’s people. So much so that there were some Jews who believed that no Jew could ever
lose his place in God’s eternal home. Paul says “no” to that.

This is strong stuff, during the Maccabean revolt Jews would rather die than not have their sons circumcised. Many did,
for circumcision was made a capital offence by Antiochus.

Circumcision was a sacrament as is baptism. In a sacrament we use physical things to point to a spiritual reality. The
sacraments point to the reality of what has gone on within. If there has been no inner change then the sacrament is of no
value.

The real issue is not externals but internals (v28&29). A Jew is a Jew because of external things like knowing the law
and being circumcised. But the person who truly belongs to God and who has nothing to fear from the judgement is one
who is marked by a faith dependence on God and not a dependence on any externals. It is the one who obeys. “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart” if you have not obeyed that law then you have been disobedient.

This is what Paul has been on about all along — God is going to look on the heart.

Paul has radically redefined “Jew”. The people of God are not the members of the Jewish nation but those who depend
on God. Hence Abraham is the father of all who believe. The bottom line is, God is not going to save every Jew. But He
will save some. Those who trust in Him and in Him alone.

“Such a man’s praise is not from men, but from God” (v29). A person who lives in dependency on God will not win much
approval from others. Humans are comfortable with what is outward, visible, material and superficial. We like the self-
sufficient. We dream of being financially independent. We dream of living such a worth while life that God would have to
be pleased with it.

Paul knows that the next question that people will ask is “why did God bother to choose Abraham and establish his
descendants as a special community?” And “what is the advantage of being a Jew?” On the basis of what Paul has just
said we would think the answer would be “none”. But not so.

When it comes to judgement the Jew is no better off than any one else but that does not mean that they are without
some privileges. It was a good thing to be born a Jew.

Firstly they have the Word of God. Every Jew was brought up knowing the Word of God. No other community of people
have been so blessed. The Word of God gives us a “world view” that lines up with reality. The Word of God gives us
instruction for living that lines up with the way we were created to live. Living in Jewish society was better than living in
any other society.

By the way the issue we need to ask is, is there any benefit for all those non Christians who come to church, are married
to Christians, who attend or attended SS or RE at school, who occasionally read their Bibles? Yes! These folk are being
confronted with the reality that there is a God who has spoken. They know something of His nature and His purposes.
They are being confronted with the reality that there is both a need of and a Saviour. Paul says in Corinthians that the
unbelieving husband is actually “sanctified” by his believing wife (1 Cor 7:14). By sanctified he means many of the
blessings that flow to the believing spouse flow on to the unbelieving one. The unbelieving spouse is the beneficiary of a
lot more goodness in his life then he could ever imagine.

From another angle | would have to say that those who live in a Christian country are considerably better off then those
who live in a Hindu, or Buddhist, or Muslim country. The standards of ethics, honesty and hygiene that reside in countries
with a Christian heritage far surpasses anything that any other religion has thrown up.
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The next issue is the fact that God will be faithful to His covenant with them. God has promised that they will always be
His people. So how can God be righteous when He judges the sins of the Jews?

The lack of faith that Paul talks about (v3) is their faithfulness to the covenant. Israel had failed to keep these
requirements. Would therefore God be unfaithful to the covenant because Israel had been? The Jews would say “no”.
The sign of God'’s righteousness is the fact that He stays faithful to an unfaithful people.

In Exodus 32 we have the horrible story of the golden calf. After all God had done for His people, in bringing them out of
their slavery, they then abandon Him and seek fulfilment in gold, in particular a Golden Calf. God’s response is to call
them a “stiff-necked people” on whom He was set to destroy (Ex 32:10). Moses pleads for the people seeking God’s
forgiveness of them. Not because they are worthy but because God’s reputation was tied up with them in that He had
promised to make Abraham’s descendants His people.

Now Moses knows that if God is to persevere with His people and go with them, not just send them, but actually live in
the camp with them, then God must be a forgiving God. So it is that Moses at that point asks to see God’s glory (Ex
33:18). Moses wishes to probe right into the very heart of God. What Moses wants to know is, is God in His deepest
nature the kind of God who could and would “pardon iniquity and sins and have as His people a stiff-necked people like
the Jews?”

God'’s response is to invite Moses up to the top of Mount Sinai. There on the top of the mountain, alone, God comes to
Moses and proclaimed His name (Ex 34:5). And said, “"The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and
sin. Yet He does not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to
the third and fourth generation" (Ex 34:6&7).

With this reassurance Moses’ anxiety about God’s willingness to persevere with Israel evaporates. Yes, Israel is a
difficult and rebellious and obstinate people, but God is a forgiving, restoring and gracious God. Yes, He does not leave
the guilty unpunished but that is said after the word on forgiving wickedness. The first word and the primary word is the
word of forgiveness. But it is not the only word.

Paul knows God and knows that God would never be unfaithful to His covenant. Paul then quotes Psalm 51:4 “so that
you may be proved right when you speak and prevail when you judge”, to explain the nature of God’s faithfulness.

David wrote this Psalm after the Bathsheba affair. The words quoted express the purpose of his confession of sin — that
God might be shown to be right and just in punishing him. What Paul wants to get over is that God is faithful when He
punishes the sins of His people as David acknowledges. In the Psalm David speaks of being washed of all iniquity and
cleansed from sin. But he equally speaks of being judged. And judged David was. The punishment for the wrong of his
adultery was that there would be violent deaths in every generation of his family. It was therefore not only grief that
caused David’s terrible lament on the death of his son Absalom (2 Sam 18:33) but also terrible remorse at his actions
that had been the first cause of the tragic death of his son.

The argument is, when the Jews, as God’s people, are unrighteous and God goes on standing by them, then, in that act
of not judging them God'’s righteousness stands out. God’s righteousness being His commitment to the covenant He has
made with His people. So if they are God’s people then He would be quite unjust to bring His wrath down on them.

More, if Jewish unfaithfulness causes God’s righteousness and grace to stand out all the more then God is wrong to
condemn Jews for doing things that enhance His glory (v5). Such an argument, if proven, would mean that God would
lose the right to judge at all! (v6).

Paul's response is that the ultimate standard of righteousness is God’s character and that character requires Him to
respond to sin with wrath. Those who claim to know God’s word will know that just as God promises blessing for
obedience He also promises curses on the disobedient.

At the end of the day what Paul is spelling out is the nature of God’s righteousness. The Jews believed that one of the
things which made God righteous was the fact that he would never fail to uphold His covenant with Israel. This being so
many saw His righteousness as being equivalent to His mercy or faithfulness. (In Psa 36:5&6 God'’s righteousness is
parallel to His love.)

The Jews had a conviction that God’s righteousness guaranteed Israel an immunity from Judgement. Paul is saying, that
is not an accurate understanding of God’s righteousness.

For Paul, God righteousness never had the covenant with Israel as its ultimate focus. Rather God’s ultimate concern was
always with His own glory. God’s righteousness is His commitment always to act in accordance with His own character.

So the question is the question that has always been. How can God be forgiving and at the same time judging? How can
He not punish and at the same time be just?

The answer is the gospel. The answer is Jesus and the cross. Jesus came among us. He identified with us. He joined
Himself with us. To join Himself with us means that He had joined Himself with sinful people.
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By sin we do not simply mean all the significant reprehensible things that mankind has done. A certain theologian said
just recently “I do not believe that | have done anything that would deserve another having to die for me”. By that he
means that he has not done anything so bad. Such a statement shows that this chap has not got a biblical view of sin.

Mankind was made in the image of God. Every human being is supposed to reflect God in the way that they live. Not to
do so is to bring God into disgrace. And it is this that is the heart of sin. Our theologian friend may think that his small
sins are as nothing but each one of them brings disgrace to God and for the sake of His glory God will judge. When we
think of sin we must move beyond the matter of morals and lift the matter up to where it belongs on the high plain of
God’s image in to disgrace.

Having stood among us and having identified with us Jesus was keen to let God’s wrath fall on Him. He was keen to let
judgement happen because it is only as the wrath falls and judgement takes place that the glory of God is restored.
Jesus went to the cross for the sake of His Father’s glory not simply to save you and me from the consequences of our
sins. It was because He loved both us and His Father that He went and suffered.

Paul was trying to shake the Jews into a realisation of their need of a Saviour. Without Jesus they were done for.
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No.6

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 23 March 2003

Romans 3:8-20
No one good enough

“What shall we conclude then?” Paul is now going to wrap up his argument. Now his argument is based on a
presupposition. Get rid of the presupposition and his argument falls over. His whole argument is based on the fact that
human beings are very significant and so are all their actions. His argument is based on the fact that human beings are
not dogs or cats whose actions do not amount to much. His argument is based on the fact that human beings are
responsible beings and are responsible for all they say and do.

Nothing Paul says makes sense if you remove the foundation of his position. Paul works on the assumption that human
beings are the product of a personal God who created them to so live as to reflect His image. To the extent that a person
is not reflecting the image of God to that extent a person is failing to live as God created them to live.

When a human being is not being what a human was created to be then he or she is giving a distorted image of God. By
their actions they are misrepresenting God. They are marring the image of God.

As a teenager | decided one day to see if | could crush a sixpenny piece in the gears of our clothesline. | was out the
back having great fun bending this coin and thoroughly wrecking it. Then my mother just happened to come out to the
back yard. She was horrified. She let me know in no uncertain terms that what | was doing was not only wrong it was
against the law. Did | not understand that | was defacing the Queen’s image? Did | not understand that what | was doing
was dishonouring Her Majesty? Well | did not, but | did by the time she had finished with me!

One day | walked into church and a chap came straight up to me and started to give a decent serve. He told me in no
uncertain terms what he thought of something | was reported to have said. | was taken back. | pointed out as quickly as |
could get the words out of my month that | had never said the like of that which he was so convinced that | had. After he
and | had sorted out our confusion | realised that | had been badly misrepresented by a third party. It was a terrible
sensation to realise that not only this chap, but others, were going around with a false picture of me.

The Christian faith has the highest and most exalted view of man in the world. Man has the distinction of being the image
bearer of God.

Last week we spoke of the man who said that he did not believe that he had ever done anything so bad as to warrant
someone having to die for him. What that man was doing was measuring this life against a set of morals and against that
standard he had not done anything too bad. But God does not simply judge us on the basis of some morals. God judges
us harshly because we have misrepresented Him in the way that we have lived. We have dishonoured God by our lives.
People should be able to look at us and in our character see the character of God. To the extent that they cannot to that
extent we have failed to honour God.

It is the dishonouring of God that is the problem not the fact that we have been immoral. Ask the question, “What is a
human being?” If you do not get that question right you have no basis for deciding if a particular person is a good human
being or a bad human being. If | pick up a bread knife, | can pass comment on how nice the wooden handle is and how
nice the nice shiny steal is. But a good bread knife is a lot more than a piece of nice looking steel and wood. | will not
know if it is a good or bad bread knife until | have discovered just how well, or otherwise, it cuts bread.

What Paul has been seeking to bring home to us is the fact that a human being is someone who was created to reflect
God'’s glory and to the extent that any of us do not do that we have failed. This being so God will judge. God takes our
actions so seriously because He takes Himself seriously.

Paul’s great conclusion is that every human being is under sin.

Paul then goes on to give seven quotations from the OT to support his conclusion. Paul means us to hear clearly the
words “no one” and “not even one”.

We start with the statement that no one seeks God and we end with the statement that there is no fear before their eyes.
Here is the key issue. The essence of sin is ungodliness. What was Adam’s sin? The taking of a piece of fruit. Small
issue? No huge issue. It was not the fruit that was the centre of the matter, but the fact that Adam would dare to take
God on. Adam was created to love God with all his heart. Yet here we find him deliberately offending God. Here is sin,
that God’s glory and God’s honour are not our first concern. If Adam had loved God with all his heart he would never
have offended him by doing that which God had asked him not to do.

When he says that there is “no fear of God before their eyes” what he means by “before their eyes” is God is not in their
world view. They live and act as if there were no God. They do not fear God in the sense that they do not honour Him.
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Psalm 8 tells us that humans were made a little lower than the heavenly beings. It was man’s destiny to be constantly
looking up to God. It was his destiny to be modelling on God. Reflecting God. Now if he will not look up he ends up
looking down and he will end up modelling on animals. His behaviour will become more and more animal like.

The verses also teach that sin has affected every part of our being. Every dimension of our personality is affected. Here
is a list of different parts of our body. Throats, tongues, lips, mouths, feet and eyes. Our bodies were given that we might
serve God and we do that by caring for His creation and the most important part of that creation is other people. But
instead we have used our bodies to do harm.

The body has been given to us in order to glorify God with. But instead we have used it to meet our own needs and in
doing so have dishonoured God and brought pain to others.

The throat is an open grave. Rotting corpses were so awful a source of pollution that every society goes to some length
to dispose of them in such a way that they do not spread pollution. The imagery is therefore of the words we speak being
a source of pollution. Or, as it is put more plainly, their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Our words are described
as being like the venom of a snake. We can inflict unbelievable pain upon people by the words that we speak.

God gave us the gift of speech that we might say words of healing and encouragement. That we might say things that
are kind and helpful and uplifting.

But it is not only words, human beings are violent creatures. One of the marks of human beings is that they are very
quick to engage in violence. We may not as individuals ever think in terms of murdering someone. But given the due
provocation, the right circumstances and the removal of societies’ restraints and we are all quite capable of murder just
as others have been. We all have within us the seeds of the most dastardly acts.

And the bottom line is that we all know a measure of misery.

From God’s perspective even the best human beings fall woefully short of what true righteousness is. We may win a
game of monopoly and end up with half a million monopoly dollars. In the game we have become extremely wealthy.
However if we take monopoly currency and try to bank it we will be laughed at. The richest person at the end of the game
may in fact be the poorest person in the room in the real world. Our righteousness is no currency with God.

Or another picture, our nice friendly, helpful, philanthropic actions are like those of terrorists planning a terrorist attack.
The terrorist are nice, friendly, helpful and generous to each other. They would each see each other as some of the best
friends to have. But that does not alter the fact that their lives are bent on doing harm. Their so called good acts are
motivated by nothing except the need to keep their group together to suit their own ends.

Sometimes perfection or righteousness is pictured as a ladder. In the picture the ladder reaches from earth to God. Good
people are considered to be half way up the ladder, bad people only a short way up and so on. But the only One who has
ever reached the top of the ladder is Jesus. This illustration has a basic flaw. It assumes that the goodness of Jesus’ life
and the goodness of our lives are the same. Our only problem is that we do not have as much goodness as Jesus. No,
Jesus lived for His Father’s honour. We simply live good lives because there is something in it for us.

So as far as God is concerned no one does good. When God examines an action He considers it both in terms of its
external action and its internal motive. We all know that stealing is wrong. Now if you do not steal you have done well.
You have acted morally. But that is not what God is on about. The not stealing is important but not quite so important as
the reason why we are not to steal. | do not steal not simply because it is wrong but because | am a reflector of the
image of God and God does not steal. In other words my motivation for not stealing is not that | might get caught or that |
will violate my conscience. My motivation is that in stealing | am disgracing God, whose image | am supposed to be
reflecting.

The question is, is the motivation to do good only a selfish one or is it one motivated by a desire to see God honoured?
What the Bible proclaims is that all goodness is motivated only by selfishness.

The verse Paul quotes says, “no one understands”. In other words humans do not even know what righteousness is.
Always we want to interpret righteousness in our own terms.

If we have heard what these verses are saying then we all stand condemned and so much so that it is not even worth
saying one word in defence, hence the silence from literally everyone who has ever lived.

Psalm 46 “Be still and know that | am God”. What the Psalm is saying is “shut up, be quiet, stop and know that | am
God”. At the judgement there will be a profound silence. The indictment against every one of us will be so clear and the
evidence so overwhelming that it would be futile to protest our innocence. There will be no miscarriage of justice that day
and we will all know it.

We have here is what theologians call the doctrine of total depravity. This is not saying that human beings are as
depraved as they could be. But they are depraved in every part of their being. We are dealing with extent not degree. No
one is as bad as they could be. Total depravity does not mean utter depravity. Utter depravity would mean that every
human being is as wicked as it is possible to be.

29/10/2009 C:\Documents and Settings\DAVID\My Documents\Beaconsfield\Romans\RomansWeb.doc
Page 21 of 116



Here is a devastating picture of humans because it portrays us as being unable to do even a single thing to please God.
We may want to admit that we have a flaw or two. But the Bible claims we are so depraved that we have no natural
ability to please God.

What Paul is thundering home with these verses is the fact that there is no one who is righteous. “All” have gone their
own way. “No one” seeks after God. There may in fact be lots of people who have lived quite moral lives but we are not
dealing with morals. Righteousness means that we have lived as we are meant to have lived. Which means in the image
of God. On this standard there is no one who is righteous. Or as it is here, we are all together worthless. Worthless in
respect to righteousness that is.

People do not seek God. People may seek peace of mind, or happiness of even eternal life. But in this search they are
seeking relief from their guilt. They are not seeking God. The person of God is the last thing they are searching for.

What we have here is the same thing that Jesus said only in different words, “no one comes to Me unless the Father
enables him” (John 6:55).

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way” (Isa 53: 6). Human beings are not pictured
as those who struggle to please God and do not quite make it. No! We are pictured as those in determined rebellion
against God. Human beings do not like God neither do they like His ways.

The Bible pictures us as those who would never ever turn to God. We are those who are happy to do without Him. There
is absolutely no one who would, of their own volition, come and obey the primary command; “Love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deut 6:5). Human beings love their autonomy too
much. There is no one who simply decides to allow Jesus to become Lord of their life. No one actually wants God to be
their Father. To know God as Father is to know Him as Jesus did in the garden where He said “not My will but Yours be
done” (Matt 26:39).

To say that mankind is, “totally depraved”, is to say that when Adam rebelled against God it was an irrevocable act.
Adam was not able to say the next day “I am sorry, today | will obey you”. As if he could choose, the following day, to be
a different person to the one he was the day before.

Adam is now dead to God. Whereas once he was alive to God and enjoyed God. God is now gone from him. In the
‘prodigal son’ story the father says that his son was dead to him. The son was not physically dead but the father/son
relationship was dead (Luke 15:32).

In the beginning Adam was free to choose to obey God and he was free to rebel against God. But once he had rebelled
he was not free to choose to start obeying God again. His disposition was expressed in the way in which he hid from
God. Having rebelled he now lived in fear of a God who, he knew, would judge him. He had chosen to live in
independence from God and he had no way back. In fact he did not want to go back. His “will” was set on doing his own
thing. He loved his autonomy.

The God who he knew as “Dad” is now the God who must judge him for his rebellion. So now every thought of God fills
him with dread. God is now Judge. Adam is now the one who must “hide” from God (Gen 3:10).

In theory Adam could turn again to God but in practice he will not. God is now Judge and the thought of that judgement
causes him to hate God. God is now pictured as one who will do him harm. He needs to maintain his autonomy in order
to protect himself from God.

| heard a story the other day about a theological professor who had a new home on a new housing estate, and had a
plate glass window put in. Large plate glass windows were very new and very expensive, this is back in the 1930’s. In the
street he lived was a family he had known for many years, they had a son named David. One day David and his friends
were playing with an air rifle on the block next door. David for some unknown reason took a shot at the window. It put a
crack in it from top to bottom. David ran home in terror. He waited for the knock on the door or the ring on the phone.
None came. His stomach ached his heart pounded, his hands were sweaty. He knew he was in big trouble. Any moment
he knew Dr. Leach or his father would tear into him. Not only did nothing happen that day, but noting happened for the
rest of the week. A new window went in but nothing was said. But he knew that it would only be a matter of time before
Dr. Leach moved. He came to hate Dr. Leach. The very thought of him made him feel bad. Then a week or so later Dr.
Leach caught David playing in the street, David was trapped, the Dr, had him by the shoulder. Dr. Leach put out his hand
and said “its okay | have paid for the window and | forgive you. Let's be friends.” David would have no part of it. Dr.
Leach had caused him too much pain. He also could not believe that the Dr., did not hate him for what he had done to
the window. But no the Dr. really did forgive him and was not mad. It was some moments before David saw the truth of
this and at that point accepted the Dr.’s forgiveness. Deep joy filled David’s heart. David fell in love with the Dr. And a
deep bond was established between them. The bond of love that forms in response to forgiveness is very strong - the
strongest there is.

When Adam’s children are born they are not born in the state he was in before he rebelled. They are not born with the
ability to choose. They are born with their “wills” set against God. This is called the “bondage of the will”. We are not
saying we do not have a “will” and that we are without the ability to “choose”, what we are saying is we will only ever
choose to rebel against God. Human beings are not represented in the Bible as neutral and waiting for a chance to put
themselves in the right, but as determinedly and deliberately in a head-long retreat from God. All our “wills” have a bias
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away from God. All children are born with a distrust of authority for ultimately all authority is centred in God. We are all
like the David from the story. We all hate the very thought of the one that we have offended.

We like to think we all have free will. But we do not. When we talk of free will we must not think in terms of the freedom to
choose between two alternatives with equal freedom. Our wills do not act with complete autonomy from previous causes.

Whenever we make a decision we respond to all kinds of influences. The “ will” does not sit there unaffected. There is no
such thing as complete free will. Every act we do is, to some extent, determined by the kind of people we are. You could
predict many of my choices simply because you know my personality. Every free will decision is, in principle,
unpredictable. And we are predictable.

So it is we have free will but the bent of our characters is such we will never ever come to God. We will never trust Him
with our lives. We will never ever give up our autonomy. Can a person come to God? Yes. Will a person come to God?
No.

So no one is going to come to God. No one will ever choose to follow God. Jesus said "this is why | told you that no one
can come to Me unless the Father has enabled him" (John 6:65). It does not say no one will come, but that no one can
come. Paul said the same thing in 1 Corinthians 2:14 “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come
from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
discerned”.

If anyone is going to come to God then God will have to act. We will have to be born again or regenerated.

We must be born again. To be born again means to be born from above or by supernatural activity. There are two words
for “again” in the Greek. One means to do the same thing again, and the other to do the same thing again but from the
same source. For instance, should someone sing a beautiful song, you could ask to have the song again and mean just
the song, and it does not matter who sings it, or you could ask to have it again and mean by the same singer. When the
Bible talks of being born again it means from the same source. So as our first birth was the product of the work of others
- in that we had no say in our conception nor did we play any part in the labour of our mother - so too to be born again
means it is another birth of the same type, not one we can arrange and one in which we play no part. One which is all of
God.

Peter said “you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring Word
of God” (1 Pet 1:23). When Peter says “seed” he was not talking about the kind of seed we plant in the ground. He was
referring to human semen and suggesting that God engenders spiritual children much like a human father engenders a
human child. When a child is conceived, the semen of the father unites with the egg of the mother. Life begins to grow. In
spiritual conception, the sperm is the Word of God.

But it is obvious to all that the Bible on its own will never lead anyone to Jesus. When it is read or preached the Holy
Spirit must do His work too. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 "because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with
power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction”. If the Holy Spirit is not at work then no one will be born again.
Being born again is a supernatural act of God. It is an act of God and not one we can perform (John 1:13).

What the Holy Spirit does is show us Jesus as He really is. Then we fall in love with Him. But until we see we shall never
ever turn to Him. It is the Holy Spirit through the Word who shows us that God so loves us He puts the Judgement due to
us on to His Son. It is the Holy Spirit through the Word who shows us that God is love and is a true Father. It is the Holy
Spirit who so enlightens us we give up our rebellion against God. The Holy Spirit does not force our “wills” but He so
illuminates us to the truth of the things of God we “repent” or change our mind about God.

Have you “seen” how much God loves you? Have you “seen” that Jesus died for you? Have you “understood” that your
sin is forgiven? Then you of all people have reason to rejoice. God has done a great thing in your life. And if God had not
done it you would still be blind to the love of God.

Are you still ignorant of God’s love? Are you still distant from God? Do you still distrust Him? Then you need to beg Him
to show you His love. For if He does not show you, you will never ever see it.
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Romans 3:21-31
But now!

If we have heard all that Paul has been saying for the last three chapters of his letter we would know that every human
being is finished. There would be no doubt in anyone’s mind that “all” have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

This is the very essence of sin — to fall short of God’s glory. God created human beings to reflect His glory. He created us
to carry His image. Not to have done so is to have sinned. Sin is not first of all the hundred and one things that we do
wrong and which we call morals and ethics. Sin is first of all failing to be God like.

The fact that every last individual has failed to be the person that God created them to be matters. This is not something
that God is simply going to shrug His shoulders at. God has to act because His honour is at stake.

Just last month a man in England was sent to jail for breaking a piece of rock. On the surface we would say that is
grossly unfair. But the rock was no ordinary piece of rock. It was a statue of Margaret Thatcher. The crime was not
breaking off a bit of rock the crime was defacing the image of a past Prime Minister of England.

In every human being we should see the character of God. To the extent that we do not God is dishonoured. Because
God takes Himself and every person very seriously He must and will judge.

Some time ago | needed to call on a family to arrange a funeral. They happened to live on a very busy road. | thought
that the best thing | could do was get my car off the road by parking it up on the nature strip. This | did. However when |
came out some time later | discovered that | had been booked for infringing a local law that prohibited cars being parked
on nature reserves. | wrote to the local council telling them my story and seeking clemency. They were not interested. As
far as they were concerned the law must be upheld. To start making excuses and giving grace here and grace there
would in their eyes make a mockery of their law. The law was to stand. There were no acceptable excuses as far as they
were concerned. | had parked on the lawn and | had to pay the fine. The point they were making was that their law had to
be taken very, very seriously. This law of theirs was not something that could be ignored on this occasion and on that
occasion.

What Paul is saying, is that God will not on any account turn a blind eye to the besmirching of His name. And whether we
like it or not we have dishonoured God’s name by the way that we have lived.

Paul has been seeking to bring home to us the serious nature of the coming judgement. For Paul the wrath of God is
something to be feared and dreaded. It was Jesus who used words like “be thrown outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt 8:12) but however we picture the wrath of God it is something to be
taken very, very seriously.

Into this situation Paul now proclaims his great “But now”. The wrath of God is not the end of the story. There is more,
there is a “but now”. If we have not understood the desperate plight of us all then the full impact of Paul's “but now” will
not come home to us.

Most commentators believe that verses 21 to 26 are not only the heart of this letter but among the most important words
ever written. Understand this paragraph and we understand the Christian message.

What we are being told here is how we can become “righteous”. Our becoming righteous is an outworking of believing
and trusting something.

What God does is justify us. When we talk of justification and being justified we are dealing with legal terms that belong
in the law courts.

To be justified is the opposite of being condemned. Both are the pronouncements of a judge. In our context they are the
alternative verdicts which God the Judge can and will pass on Judgement Day.

When God justifies someone today He anticipates His own final judgement by bringing into the present what belongs to
the last day.

Justification is more than a pardon. To condemn is not merely to punish but to declare the accused guilty and worthy of
punishment. Equally justification is not merely to remit punishment but to declare that punishment cannot be justly
inflicted. Pardon is nothing more than the remission of punishment, justification is a declaration that no ground for the
infliction of punishment exists.

Our status has changed. We are now what God has declared us to be. To be justified does not mean that we have
become virtuous it means we have been formally acquitted by God. And as Luther once said “though | fornicate a
thousand times a day nothing changes my status”.
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If you have heard the gospel you will say, “well there is no restraint to stop people from sinning”. And the only response
is “that is right”. Actually there is restraint. But it is not in this field of salvation.

The source of all this is God’s grace. The initiative to do something about our situation is all God’s. Jesus did not take the
initiative. Jesus simply obeyed the will of His Father. What God has done for us is a gift. Undeserved and unmerited in
every way.

The basis on which God is able to justify us is the cross. God has justified us in such a way as to not have in any way
compromised justice. We know that God has said that a guilty person must be declared guilty. “I will not acquit the guilty”
says God (Ex 23:7). The whole moral order of the universe is over turned if God simply says to guilty people “its okay, |
forgive you”.

For the moral structure of the creation to stand the guilty must be punished.

And so the answer - Jesus is presented as a sacrifice. That is why Paul talks of His blood and not simply His death. It
was not that Jesus died but that He was slaughtered. He died a violent death. We talk of His blood because blood is a
symbol of a life taken from someone in a violent fashion.

Adam was told that the day he sinned he would die. But in fact he did not die that day. But there was death that day. A
lamb was killed, its skin taken from it and the skin given to Adam and Eve as covering. Adam would have understood
that a lamb was no adequate substitution for the sin of a human being. A true substitute would have to be found in
another man.

And so John the Baptist cries out “behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

The innocent has died in the place of the guilty. Jesus is the sacrifice. All that we know of the sacrificial system now
comes to its full reality in the sacrifice of Jesus.

So justice is dealt with, God’s wrath is appeased and we are redeemed.

Many theologians have not been happy with the thought that God’'s wrath has had to be appeased by a sacrifice. They
say that the thought of having to placate God seems wrong.

But God is a God of love and if a God of love then His wrath will be stirred by evil. All evil results in hurt. If God were
indifferent to the pain and suffering and hurt that we have all suffered then He would hardly be a God of love. In fact our
indignation and anger at wrong is proportionate to our love. | am more stirred by the wrong done to my kids than | am to
the wrong down to the chap down the street. Simply because | love my kids more.

The remarkable thing here is that God gives us His own Son to be the means by which His wrath is placated (1 John
4:10).

God'’s wrath is finally placated as Jesus dies on the cross. It is there that the judgement of God is played out. It is played
out to the bitter end. It is so full, so complete that there is no more wrath left. With that bitter death justice has been done.

Ultimately God gave Himself to save us from Himself. On that afternoon at the cross we saw the full extent of the love of
God and the wrath of God. Both are awesome.

In the midst of human history God steps in and pours out His wrath on a man. But now any person who stands with that
man is considered to have passed through judgement.

Our consciences will still accuse us. We will still fail and feel ourselves a failure. There will be days when we feel we
have totally failed God. Our defence, our only defence is to say “but now”. It does not matter how we “feel”.

Deane Metheringham tells the story of a family who lived out on a farm and who went and bought a fridge. In order to
buy it they needed a loan. The loan was to be repaid at so much a month. The family were quite poor and their farm not
very profitable at all. After a few months they started to slip in the monthly repayments. The loan company sent a letter
and threatened them with repossession of the fridge. The next month, still no money having been sent, a truck was
despatched to go and collect the fridge. But that very day the family came into some money. The first thing that the father
of the home did was drive into town and pay the loan off. He was told that a truck was already on the road and that when
it arrived at their place all he had to do was show the driver the receipt and that would be the end of the matter. Well later
in the day the truck did turn up and that man could not get out to the driver fast enough with his receipt. He waved it in
his face and told him to be off. This is what we should be doing. Every time our conscience stirs us up we should wave in
the face of Satan the fact that Jesus has died for us and that we are now forgiven.

Paul wants us to know that God has deliberately not brought in the Judgement Day before. God has left the sins
committed before hand unpunished. But the full horror of the Judgement Day has now been seen in what Jesus suffered.

The reality of what Jesus has done becomes ours by faith. Faith is the eye that looks to Him, the hand that receives this
free gift. No other religion or ideology proclaims a free forgiveness and a new life to those who have done nothing to
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deserve it. All other systems teach some sort of self effort. Faith’s only function is to accept what God offers. It is simply
to believe it. This is our righteousness that we are utterly dependant on what Jesus has done. That plus nothing. We
must never think that we now do the “job” of believing. Or in other words God saves us because we have done the “job”
of putting faith in Jesus.

| believe that this chair on the platform will hold my weight. Because | believe it | will sit on it. Now what takes my weight?
My believing that the chair will carry me? Or the chair itself? Obviously my believing does nothing more than cause me to
sit. All the work is being done by the chair.

Faith itself is not good work. It is not something that we have any right to be proud of. How much faith you have in what
Jesus has done is shown in how little confidence you put in your nice little life.

This means there is nothing to wait for. We do not have to go on growing and get more and more holy. The brand new
Christian and the old saint all are equal.

The first conclusion to all this is that there is no room for boasting. For those who understand what the Christian
message is saying there is no boasting at all. We have contributed nothing to our salvation and therefore have nothing to
boast about. The characteristic of the true believer is gratitude. Grace is a gift. And a true gift is not earned.

If we understand what Paul is saying then pride is destroyed. Pride is an awful thing. It is the one sin that we tend to be
the most unconscious of.

Pride finds its strength in comparisons. We are never proud of the fact that we are clever, or good looking or comfortably
off. But we are proud of the fact that we are more clever than so-and-so and better looking than you-know-who and have
done better in life than what's-his-name. We all have those around us who have not lived lives that are as morally nice
and good as ours and we are proud of the fact. We actually end up thinking that God must be a bit excited at our rather
nice lives.

If we think we are better Christians than others, if we think God deserves to love us more than others, if we think our sins
less than others we will have pride in our souls. There is nothing like understanding what the Christian message is really
saying to rid ourselves of pride. If our justification was even in the tiniest part based upon some thing that we have done
or contributed we would have something to boast about.

God does not dole out more grace to bigger sinners and less grace to more righteous people. As if all God has to do is
make up what is lacking in our lives. In some lives there is more lacking than in others. As if a more sinful life requires
more grace than a less sinful life. Never think for one moment that it was easier for Jesus to take your sin on board than
the sin of someone you think is more wicked than you!

We need to be constantly watching ourselves to make sure that we never put confidence in anything other than what
Jesus has done for us. The Christian message has never been one that people have warmed to. People love to think
that they can make some contribution to their status. The thought that they are entirely reliant on God’s goodness is
more than some can stomach.

At the end of the day the most insidious basis for pride among Christians is our faith. If you believe that the reason you
are going to heaven and another person is not is that you have put your faith in Jesus while those around you have not
then you will be proud.

If there is any pride in our relationship with God, if there is any thought that it is not totally all of God, then our worship will
be stifled. While we think that we have contributed something to our salvation we will not be moved to worship God with
the passion that will be there when we understand what He has done for us. A rich sense of gratitude is always the
hallmark of great worship and true worship.

We must not think that God first gave the law to see if anyone could keep it, but seeing no one could or did God comes
again with a slim down gospel and is saying “| know you could not keep the law so let me ask you something you can do,
just believe in Jesus”.

If this is the way God is operating faith has become a work something that we can do or not do. Something we can do
then it is something we can boast about. A million years from now when we are in heaven if someone comes up to us
and asks why we are here and another person is not then if we are pressed about it we will admit that we are there
because we have faith and the other person did not this will produce pride. Such thinking is wrong. The truth of the
matter is that faith is nothing but the instrument of our salvation. Nowhere in Scripture will you find that we are justified
because of our faith. Nowhere in Scripture will you find that we are justified on account of our faith. The Bible never
says that. The Bible says that we are justified through faith. Faith is nothing but the instrument or the channel by which
this righteousness of God in Jesus becomes ours. It is not faith that saves us. What saves us is the Lord Jesus and His
work. Our faith is not righteousness and it must never be defined or thought of in that way.

Christians are nothing but sinners saved by grace. If you do not believe that then you are not saved, you are still trusting

in your own good works, your feelings, or your superior knowledge, or your faith.
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“But now”. When most people hear what the gospel message is actually saying their first reaction is “O”. “Oh! that is too
good to be true. “Oh! how can it be that easy?”. “Oh! God could not be that good”. This is then followed by their next
reaction which is “No”. “No, | cannot believe it". “No, there must be something that | have to do”. “No, | am sure that |
must have to do something more than simply believe this message”. Then at last one comes to the “now”. “| believe it

‘now’”. “l accept it ‘now”. There is nothing | have to do, other than right “now” believe it.
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Romans 4:1-21
Abraham

All good sermons have helpful and interesting illustrations. The preacher will make his/her point and then to help his
listeners grasp the point he will tell a story of some description that illustrates the point.

Chapter 4 is, in a way, an illustration. Paul does not tell a story as such. But he takes us to the story of Abraham, a story
that he assumes all his readers know. From that story he illustrates the point he has just made.

The point he wants to drive home with the help of the story of Abraham is that we are justified by faith, and faith alone.

The conclusion of the last chapter is that “all have fallen short of the glory of God”. Every human being has failed to be
what a human being should be. The whole human race is not what God created us to be. Not one of us has measured
up. Therefore we all stand under the wrath of God. God is rightly angry with us. But that is not the end of the story. Paul
gives us the great “but now”. But now there is Jesus. Jesus has come and stood with us. He has come and joined
Himself to us. Jesus has come and lived as a human being was meant to live. But more than that, Jesus willingly stands
in our place before His Father. Having become one with us Jesus now invites the Father to let His justifiable wrath fall on
Him. Jesus willingly lets the wrath of God fall on Him.

Now we have to do nothing but believe that the wrath of God has fallen on Jesus. We simply have to believe that Jesus
has stood in our place. We are to make no effort to prove to God that we are not that bad. We simply believe that
because of what Jesus has done there is no more wrath left to fall on us. The bottom line is that you have to do nothing
but believe.

This is the pearl of great price that Jesus spoke of (Matt 13:45). The merchant finds a pearl of immense beauty and
value. He is captivated by it. So much so that he sells all that he has in order to go and buy it. He gets rid of all his other
stock. He liquidates every asset that he owns. He puts all his eggs into one basket. If the pearl proves to be of less value
than he thought he is finished.

This is what Paul is asking us to do. Trust in Jesus and in Jesus alone. Paul wants us to be totally reliant on Jesus. He
wants us to put no store whatsoever in any of our nice characteristics.

But by turning to Abraham he is doing more than illustrating he is also demonstrating that what he is teaching is what the
Bible has always taught. The notion of being put right with God simply on the basis of believing has always been the way
it was. When we believe what God has done for us in Jesus we are acting in faith in the same manner as have all the
great saints of the OT. What we do is no different to what they have done.

We must never think that plan A was to keep the law and when that failed God rolled out plan B, which is simply to
believe. No, it has always been simply a matter of believing.

Paul turns to Abraham, because if any one had it right with God this man did. Abraham was the one called the “friend” of
God (2 Chron 20:7, Isa 41:8, James 2:23). The key question is, “why was Abraham the friend of God?” What Paul is
going to show us is it was not because Abraham was an exceptionally good man. It was not because he was willing to
even sacrifice his only son.

Paul opens this chapter by asking, “what Abraham discovered in this matter?” Matter, of course, being the matter of
boasting. He has just finished telling us that no one has any ground for boasting.

This is a very important point. To the extent that you think you have in some way or another contributed to your standing
with God you will boast. Deep in your heart you will take satisfaction in the fact that you are not quite so bad as some
others who have no relationship with God.

So the question is, “did Abraham have something to boast about?” The answer is a resounding “no”! So there was
nothing in the way Abraham lived, or in the character of Abraham that caused God to turn to him. There was nothing
extra special or nice about this man.

“Look what the Scripture’s say”, says Paul. The only thing that caused Abraham to be considered righteous is the fact
that he believed. Abraham did nothing more than believe something. If this is the way a great man like Abraham has a
relationship with God then it must be the same for us too.

The verse that Paul has in mind is Genesis 15:6 “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness”.

In the commercial world the word “credit” means to put something into someone’s account. It is a very nice feeling when
you get a letter from some company or other and they say that they have credited your account by $50. And sure enough
next time you see your balance there it is! Another $50!!
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This is the opposite of receiving via wages what we have earned. That would be money that by some means or another
we have a full entitlement to. In fact if such money were not credited to our account we would have been defrauded.

A little while ago we, as a church, paid for one of our young people to go to Hong Kong to a Youth Conference. Did she
deserve this gift? No. Were we under any obligation to pay her way? No. It was a gift from beginning to end.

On the other hand, our next-door neighbour is a window cleaner. He makes his living as a self-employed window
cleaner. Last week we asked him to clean our windows. This he did. When it was over we made him a cup of tea and
gave him a sum of money. There was no act of kindness on our part in the giving of that chap his money. He had earned
the money. There was no generosity or kindness on our part at all.

There is no compatibility between earning something and receiving something as a gift.

What Paul wants us to see is that in the matter of being justified the word “wage” will not do. It is entirely inappropriate.
We have done nothing to deserve anything from God.

The people who have a relationship with God are those who trust God. It is those who actually believe that God justifies
the wicked who are the righteous ones. It is their total faith in God to forgive them and justify them that makes them
righteous. Faith is nothing more than simply trusting. Faith is to trust in a God who actually justifies the ungodly.

When Abraham believed God, God granted him the status of “righteousness”. What God gave to Abraham, Abraham had
not earned. God was never ever in Abraham’s debt. Abraham simply did not live the sort of life that would have caused
God to have had to give him anything at all. Least of all the status of being righteous.

The Jews put great store on the fact that they were God'’s chosen people. The sign that they were His was circumcision.
Abraham had his relationship with God fourteen years before he was circumcised. Circumcision was nothing more than
the sign that he was justified. Abraham was justified first, and only secondly did he received from God the sign and seal
of what was already his.

This is exactly the same as baptism is for us. God does not save us because we have been baptised. No we are
baptised because we have been saved. We are Christians before we get baptised. We are Christians before we become
church members.

This is one of the key reasons why we will not baptise babies. We would hate them to grow up thinking that they belong
to God because they were baptised as infants. In our relationship with God what must come first, and first in every sense
of the word is belief. It is our belief that God looks for. It is our trust in Him that God wants.

When we get to verse 13 Paul moves to the matter of the law. This is the bit we have all been waiting for. We find it
impossible to believe that any one could be right with God who has not in some way or another done the “right” thing. But
Abraham is not right with God because he has done something, but because he has believed something.

God made a promise to Abraham, that his prosperity would be as numerous as the stars (Gen 15:5). It was a promise
made without any conditions or requirements attached to it. There was nothing for Abraham to do except believe. He did
not have to do anything. To make sure we understand this point, Paul points out that the law was not even given at that
point. The law was not to come for another 430 years!

The other evening | attended a missionary meeting. At the meeting a number of missionaries home on furlough told
stories from the particular places where they were working. One chap has been working in the Australian bush. In his
church he has a fine group of Aboriginal folk. A little while ago, a group of them were travelling up a track, they reached
the place where they were going to turn off and so slowed down. Behind them in the dust was another car. A woman was
driving it and she was chatting on her phone. So engrossed was she with her conversation that it was not until the last
moment that she realised the car in front was stopping. She swerved, but it was too late she clipped their car doing some
considerable damage to her own. The Aboriginal Christian folk pulled up and decided that the right thing to do would be
to walk back and seek to help. This they did only to be confronted by a woman who, from the wheel of her car, was most
abusive. They absorbed the rudeness and insults and made it plain that they really wanted to help her. The guy telling
the story was ecstatic at the depth of character in the folk from his church. And he had every reason to be proud. But the
trouble with stories like this, and we all have them, is that we can end up thinking how nice we are. And if you really think
you are rather nice then you will cease to be dependant on what Jesus has done for you.

Well what was it exactly that Abraham believed? Abraham had not the slightest doubt that it was absolutely impossible
for Sarah to fall pregnant. Nevertheless he believed that she would, simply because God said she would.

Now if the fulfilment of the promise was dependant on Abraham being a good boy then his belief that the promise would
be fulfilled would be empty. Abraham believed that God would fulfil His promise regardless of whether or not he,
Abraham, was good or less than good. Abraham believed that God would do as He said. Either the promise was going to
be fulfilled simply because God said it was or it was going to be fulfilled because Abraham was going to live a life worthy
of having the promise fulfilled. It has to be one or the other. Either receiving the promise depends on keeping the law or it
depends on God fulfilling His promise. It has to be one or the other.
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God either said, “You shall”’. Or He said, “l will”. If He said “you shall” then what is required is obedience. If He said, “I
will” than what is required is faith. What God said to Abraham was not “obey this law and | will bless you” but “I will bless
you, now believe Me”.

Bertram Russell called faith “a conviction, which cannot be shaken by concrete evidence”. We would say “no”. Faith is
always based on rational thinking. Faith for us, is believing a person. It is trusting a person. So how well grounded our
faith is, is dependant on how trustworthy is the person we are trusting. There is nothing unworthy in trusting a trustworthy
person.

Now we are talking about trusting God. Has God got the power to keep His promises? Is God faithful enough to be relied
upon to keep his promises? Everyone else may need to be kept in line with watertight contracts. But God can be relied
on to keep His word.

Good old “desert Pete” is a great illustration of faith. Desert Pete was lost in the desert. He was on the verge of
dehydration. On the horizon he saw a hut. He crawled to it with what strength he had left. In the hut he found a jug full of
cool clean water. His life was saved. He was just about to pick it up when he saw the sign. It said “under the floor of this
desert is a huge reservoir of water. The only way to get it is with the pump behind you. The only way to make the pump
work is by priming it with the water in this jug. You must pour all the water down the pump and then you will be able to
pump up all the water you need. When you have taken your fill please leave the jug full for the next traveller’. What does
Pete do? Have one jug full of water? Or put faith in the sign and have an unlimited supply of water? The sign could be a
hoax. The sign could be so old that the pump no longer works. The reservoir may be dried up. This is the matter of faith.
Without total faith in the sign Pete would never taste the abundant supply.

Abraham believed that God both had the power to keep His promise and could be relied on to keep His promise.
Abraham did not simply believe in God he believed in what God said and was willing to reorganise his life upon that
basis. Specifically Abraham believed that God could give life to the dead and God could call into being things that were
not already there.

Abraham believes that God brought everything that there is out of nothing. And with that conviction firmly placed in his
mind he also believed that God was more than able to bring dead people back to life. For Abraham creation and the
ability to bring someone back from the dead are the two main manifestations of God’s power.

Jeremiah (32:17) could say of God, “nothing is too hard for You”. But this assertion is based on the fact that God created
everything that there is.

So it was because of Abraham’s confidence in God that he was able to believe God when God said that he would have
many descendants. The fact that he had an infertile wife and that he was an old man did not cause him to doubt God’s
promise. Abraham believed in the power of God to do whatever was needed. If God said that from this infertile old couple
a child would be born, then as far as Abraham was concerned a child would be born. The God who created everything
that there is can do a relatively simple thing like causing a conception.

If God was all powerful then He would be quite capable of causing the creation of a new life. And He did. But more if God
were all powerful He would be quite capable of bringing that lad back from the dead should he die before having children
himself. And this matter was put to the test on Mount Moriah. That morning when Abraham left behind his servants and
started up Mount Moriah, he said to those men "we” will return. Abraham had no doubt that even after the boy had been
slain God would restore him. The one thing that would not fail is God’s promise.

Abraham glorified God by trusting God to be true to Himself as the God of creation and the God who has power over
death.

Now whether or not someone keeps their promise is dependant not only on their power to do so but also on their
willingness to do so. Behind all promises lies the character of the person who makes the promise. So for Abraham to
believe that Sarah would conceive was not only to believe in God’s power, but to believe also in God’s faithfulness.

God told Abram to change his name to Abraham. “The father of many”. Men of Abraham’s age had huge families. Not
Abraham. And yet he now asked people to call him “the father of many”. How embarrassing for the poor old man. Did
they laugh about him behind his back? Abraham believed, he trusted implicitly. And it was this attitude that was credited
to him as righteous.

But what was so special about believing that God would give him a child. What was so special about believing that God
would raise that child from the dead? When God first spoke to Abraham he told him that “all the nations of the world
would be blessed through him” (Gen 12:3).

Abraham understood that his descendants, or one in particular, would be a source of blessing. That blessing for
Abraham would have been very specific. Since the day Adam sinned all had been living under a curse. The curse of the
wrath of God hanging over our heads. The blessing was nothing less than the curse being removed. One of the
descendants of Adam was going to be the One who would crush the head of Satan and deal with the sin problem (Gen
3:15).
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For Abraham this promised child of his was going to be the father of his Saviour. And without a saviour Abraham knew
he would continue to have to live under a curse. The curse of having fallen short of the glory of God and hence under the
curse of the wrath of God.

Hence Paul turns to David in order to open up the issue of forgiveness. The blessed man, says David, is the one whose
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered and will never ever be counted against them.

It is those whom God credits a righteousness, apart from any effort, who are the truly blessed ones. So the really blessed
ones are not those who have earned something from God but the ones who have received something from God.

God separates the sin from the sinner. He sends off the sin. The sin is placed on another and that other is treated as the
sinner. As far as the east is from the west so far does He remove our transgressions from us (Psa 103:12). He promises
to remember our sins no more (Jer 31:34).

Note the word “never” in verse 8. This word must be taken at face value. If our sin has been taken away it will never ever
be raised against us again.

God actually justifies the wicked, He declares innocent people who are really not innocent at all. God grants them a
status they have not earned and do not deserve. This of course is the heart of the good news.

Paul concludes the chapter by applying the lesson of Abraham’s faith to us. If God credited faith to Abraham as
righteousness He will surely credit our faith in Jesus as righteousness. The point is Abraham was not unique in being put
right with God simply by faith. This is God’s way with everyone.

When Paul talks of believing in the resurrection of Jesus he is talking of the whole package. Do you believe that Jesus
died for you? Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead? Do you believe in the resurrection? Do you believe that He
will care for you after you die?

What could have been more irrational and laughable, ridiculous and impossible than God’s word to Abraham? And what
could be more preposterous than the thought that God will take your sins away simply because you believe that He will?

If we believe we have lived a truly moral life then we hardly need to put faith in what Jesus has done for us. Conversely if
we have put total confidence in what Jesus has done for us we will not put much confidence in our nice moral life.

Faith is nothing more than an attitude. It is not something that has to be done. Faith means that we stretch out our hands
to receive the gift God wants to give. We can take no credit for accepting a gift. Faith is a response to God. It is certainly
not a work that then puts Him in our debt. We must never ever ground our relationship with God on what we do. We must
never think that God is impressed with us.

What God says to us is “| will forgive you”. Now you either believe that or you do not. God comes to us with a promise. It
is in believing the promise to forgive our sins that we become righteous.

If we live knowing that we have done nothing at all to make ourselves worthy of God we will be constantly relishing and
delighting and honouring His grace and kindness. And conversely we will think nothing of all our nice moral qualities.

This faith business is wonderful because anyone can believe. It does not matter how bright or dumb you are. It does not
matter how good or bad a life you have lived.

Again and again we have to face the issue of, “well, what then is there to stop us from sinning to our hearts content?”
The answer has to be “nothing”. Well, nothing that is except our love for God. If you understand what God has done for
you, you will not be able to help falling in love with Him. And if you love Him the last thing you would want to do is offend
or hurt Him. Love is the engine that drives a holy life. Love and not fear.
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No.9

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 27 April 2003

Romans 5:1-11
Peace with God

Being at war is the last thing that anyone wants. Going to war is always a last alterative. But that is not to say that there
is never a time for war. There are moments when not to go to war would be wrong. The peace movement always seems
to have the high moral ground. But there are elements within that movement that are just plain self-centred. | have just
read one paper from a man whose argument on our willingness to go to war with Iraq was to leave them alone to sort out
their own problems in their own way. If Saddam Hussein needs to be removed then let the Iragis’ remove him in their
own way and their own time. Simon Crean tells us that we are now much more at risk of terrorist attack because of our
going to war with the Saddam Hussein regime. Yes, he is right. But what he does not seem to understand is that many of
us are willing to bear that risk.

This country is at war with Saddam Hussein because we believe his regime is so foul that it must go. It is things like his
arbitrary decision one day to round up all soldiers who were absent without leave and have their ears cut off. In this little
incident over 700 men were brought in and surgeons were brought from a local hospital and told to go to work. No
anaesthetic. One surgeon refused and was shot. It is things like a senior press adviser to the government speaking out of
turn and as punishment had a number of his teeth pulled. No anaesthetic. No court of appeal. (Time April 29 2003). But
ultimately our revulsion of this government lay in their unwillingness to abide by the United Nations mandate on
disarmament. As a nation we believed that we had fulfilled all the requirements of a “just war” and so to war we went.

Such was the behaviour of the Iragi government that we put them in the class of enemy. We set out to hurt and ultimately
destroy that government. We were not interested in supporting or nurturing that government. We put our relationship with
that government into a state of hostility. They became our enemies. We sent the best that we had over there to fight
them.

Jesus went into the temple and was so disgusted at what He saw that He had no choice but to take up a weapon and
attack those who were polluting the place. He had no option but to be at enmity, at war in a state of hostility with those
who had turned this place of prayer into a market place.

Is God your enemy or your friend? Are you are peace with God or are you in a state of hostility with God?

Paul's argument is that if you are a sinner you are in a state of hostility with God. God’s wrath is upon sinners. God sees
our sin as so foul that He has no choice but to turn against us. The outpouring of His wrath is delayed but it is coming.
The place of outer darkness is real. Being in a state of tension with anyone is horrible. But to be in a state of tension with
God is the most horrible of all.

But we who are justified have peace with God. So God is not at war with all sinners. There are some sinners that God is
at peace with. Who are they? The justified ones. The forgiven ones.

There are those of us who will never have their sins held against us. And the word “never” must not be weakened. Who
are they? Those who believe that what Jesus did at the cross covers their sin.

Jesus came to bring peace between God and us. He came to deal with the reason that God is at war with us.

He has not come to bring you prosperity. He has not come to bring you health. He has not come to bring you a life free
from suffering. He has come to deal with one thing and one thing only. He has come to deal with your sin problem.

Indeed until we know what it is to be forgiven and accepted by God we will know the reality of guilt. And no one who is
feeling guilty will know peace.

It is the fact that there is now no hostility between us and God that Paul is wanting to bring home to us. When Jesus said
“My peace | leave with you “ (John 14:27) He was not speaking empty words. In fact what Jesus was giving us was His
relationship with His Father.

When we put our trust in Jesus God does more than simply declare us to be justified. He also brings us into a state of
friendship with Himself. When we respond to the gospel God declares us innocent and our relationship with Him begins.

One of the hardest things to bring someone to understand is the fact that no matter how much sin is in their lives once
they have believed the gospel message it is all over. As far as the east is from the west so far has God removed their sin.
He will never hold it against them again. Now if the sin is gone then so too is the reason for us being at enmity with God.
If the sin is gone then God no longer needs to be our enemy. If the sin is gone then God can be at peace with us.

Enemies are not welcome in our homes. Enemies are not welcome in our circles. When you have had a fight with
someone you go out of your way to avoid them. But with friends, it is the opposite. You normally cannot get enough of
your friends. They are always welcome. They always have right of access to you.
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We are those who have access into God’s grace. But it is more than access, we now live in the presence of the King. We
now have a room in the palace. We are not just visitors we are family members. Our relationship with God which our
justification has brought is continuous. Therefore it is secure. It is not precarious or temporary.

Like Esther we have had extended to us the royal sceptre. We are welcomed. God is available to us now at all times. We
never have to press “1” and wait! We come before God as His children and He always delights to have His children come
into His presence.

The picture that we have from Genesis 3 is that Adam was driven from the presence of God. He was denied access to
God. When the tabernacle was built a great curtain was hung across the entrance of the Holy of Holies. No one was
allowed in. It was not until the death of Jesus that the curtain was removed (Matt 27:51).

The word “access” has the thought of having access to someone who we would not normally have access to. To be
given access to the Prime Minister would be a great privilege. Because under normal circumstances we would not have
such access.

What we have access to is God’s grace. Paul wants us to understand that we now live constantly in the grace of God.
God did not extend grace to us in order that we might become Christians and then from that point on expect us to
measure up or else. No, we live constantly in grace. God never stops pouring His grace on us.

When we sing “It is grace that has brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home” it is true!

It is all of grace. God moved on our behalf not because there was anything in us that put Him under any obligation to do
so at all. He moved out of His own free will. He was under no obligation. To whatever extent you think who you are or
what you are is the reason that God is good to you, to that extent you do not know or understand grace.

We do not fall in and out of grace. We are not going to wake up one morning and find that we are out of favour with God.
We are not like politicians who make one wrong move and find that they are out of favour with the public. The great
crescendo is yet to be reached but we can hear it here “nothing can separate us from the love of God” (8:38).

We are meant to feel very secure in God’s love. He wants us to know that nothing can undo the situation we are in.

Note how Paul moves from the matter of justification to the matter of glorification without even mentioning sanctification.
If you think that your standing with God is based on how holy a life you are living you will never feel very secure at all.

“Blessed assurance Jesus is mine” is the song we sing. And these are solid and true words. We do not sing “Blessed
possibly Jesus is mine”!! Jesus put the matter very strongly when He said “None shall pluck them out of My hand” (John
10:28) When my children were little and we were out for a walk, if they found something that they thought was precious
they would pick it up and ask me to put it in my hand. There was no doubt in their little minds that what was in dad’s hand
was safe and would not get lost or forgotten.

Even when we are down we are still heaven bound.

If God is not our enemy then suffering can never be seen as entirely negative. If the one who is in control of everything
loves us, then when He lets suffering come our way it cannot be entirely bad for us other wise He would not let it come
upon us.

There will be moments when great waves of anxiety will wash over us. So what. We still have peace with God. The
reasons that God should and could be hostile toward you are gone. The troubles of life are not signs that He is hostile
toward you or not interested in you.

Paul is so convinced of this that he says we actually rejoice in the times of suffering. In fact one of the evidences that you
understand what is going on is that you respond to suffering without any despair. We rejoice in our sufferings because of
what we know. By rejoicing he means we do not panic or become full of despair.

The atheists say that if God were good He would wish to make His creatures happy. If He were almighty He would be
able to do as He wished. Because there is so much suffering God is either not good or not powerful enough to stop
suffering. The fallacy in this argument is that it assumes that the ultimate good is the lack of suffering.

Paul takes it for granted that we will suffer and so brings in the matter of suffering without any explanation or introduction.

Until the day when God brings us home there will be a fair bit of suffering. To be justified, to be living under God’s grace
does not exempt us from suffering. The only place where there is no suffering is Paradise and we are not there yet.

It is not a sin to suffer. It is not second class Christians who suffer. First class Christians suffer too. Paul does not hide
the fact that his life was a series of disasters. Who knows what pain and embarrassment he suffered when his
missionary team split up in the middle of an awful row. He and Barnabas were so angry with each other that they went
their separate ways. This, after being sent out by the church. He knew what it was to have to suffer the indignity of jail.
This was so embarrassing that there were some in the church who kept their distance from him. He knew what it was to
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be arrested and whipped. Many of his letters were written out of deep anguish of heart over troubles in the churches. He
knew what it was to have people turn against him.

And if his story is not enough read the biographies of people that God has used greatly. In all of them you will find this
note of suffering. Spurgeon and his awful depression. Not to mention the way the newspapers falsely accused him, in his
younger days of being too interested in women. Or in his older days of his terrible fights with the Baptist denomination.
On one occasion the place where he was preaching caught fire and six people died. Full responsibility for the affair was
placed on his shoulders. There are those that say that the worry of that incident literally shortened his life.

Or David Watson, an Anglican clergyman who was so popular as a preacher in the 1980s. His church grew from almost
nothing to over 700 members. In his fifties he contracted bowel cancer and died. And let it be said with literally thousands
of people praying for him.

Or David Livingstone the great African missionary. Did you know that toward the end of his life he sank all the money he
had into a launch. The launch was to be used for Christian outreach work. Nevertheless that launch represented all the
money he had for the rest of his days. It sank. No insurance. He lost everything. His conclusion “God obviously does not
want me to have money!”

If you think that one prayer and God will zap you out of every heartache you will despair in your suffering. The proof that
God loves you is not in the fact that you will be saved from trouble and suffering. Being loved and cared for by God and
saved from suffering are not the same thing. We walk by faith not by sight.

If the light does not work at home | do not work on the assumption that the total electricity supply to the State of Victoria
has gone down. | work on the assumption that a globe has blown. That suffering has come your way does not mean that
God is now your enemy.

Jesus Himself said, “In this world you will have trouble” (John 16:33). Jesus has called us to a difficult life. He calls
disciples into a boat and immediately the boat is in a storm. And if you thought that life in the church would be without
stresses and strains you are deluded.

What we need to hear is that life’s difficulties do not contradict the reality of the fact that we live in God’s grace and that
we have peace with God.

The word that Paul uses is not in fact ‘suffering’, but ‘tribulations’. The word ‘tribulation’ comes from the work of
thrashing the grain to get the chaff off it. The farmer is not interested in the chaff and he gives the grain a hard time in
order to get pure grain. The heads need to be broken in order to separate grain and chaff. The word is also used of
crushing olives to extract their oil. The fruit and the oil are separated in order to get what is of worth out.

The word “perseverance” means to live under something. So if we take this word with the word “tribulation” we get the full
idea. We are to live under difficult circumstances without trying to wriggle out from under them. God will bring us out
when He is ready.

In fact God actually uses our sufferings to do some real good. If we have the right frame of mind our sufferings will do us
more good than harm.

God will use suffering to build perseverance into our lives. And this perseverance will build character. So even horrible
things in our lives are of some value.

Muscles are built and strengthened by forcing them to carry heavier and heavier loads. So too our hope is strengthened
by the things that challenge it.

We could not learn endurance without suffering, without suffering there would be nothing to endure. And it is as we
persevere that our characters mature. God has a goal, that we become fully matured. That we become Christ like.
Suffering is one of the tools that God uses to change us.

We are all far too prone to want to make our heaven here on earth. We are all far too prone to want to settle here and
have everything beautiful here and now. A little suffering quickly pushes us back on track. It unsettles us, it causes us to
loosens our ties with this world and it tends to bring us a little closer to our Lord.

So our sufferings encourage our perseverance. We do not give up. We do not stop believing that God is going to finally
bring us home. In fact our miseries should only serve to strengthen our confidence in the future.

We rejoice in our sufferings not because they are good of themselves. They are not! There is nothing good about being
in pain, or in financial hardship, or having your marriage fall apart. But we rejoice in them because they give us a sense
of proportion. Everything in this world is in a sense broken. Everything in heaven works perfectly.

God’s goal is for us to become more God like. His goal is not that you have health and wealth. His goal is that you
become more holy or loving. In each and every situation you can ask the question “what am | to learn here”. Or you can
become bitter and twisted because it is not going your way. But the fact is, in every situation you have opportunities to
grow.
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During the days when | was a Bible College Student, Anne and | had an old car that was well past its “used by date”.
Christmas was upon us and we were keen to spend Christmas day with Anne’s parents who lived 800 kms away in
Melbourne. Due to work commitments we were not able to start our journey until nearly 4 pm on Christmas Eve. Some
three hours into the journey our car started making the most awful noise. We coaxed the car along to the next town and
sought out some mechanical help. The upshot was that we had broken a conrod. The engine was finished. There we
were in the tiny out-of- the-way place on Christmas Eve with no way of getting to Melbourne or even back home. My goal
of arriving at Anne’s parents place at midnight and having a great family time was shattered. But there was more than my
goal. There was God’s goal and He had a much bigger goal. He was about the business of teaching me trust in Him.
About teaching me about dealing with anger when things are not going my way. About teaching me that there are some
things more important than my little plans. Things | was not going to learn unless | went through the sort of stuff | was
now facing.

God is about the business of slowly but surely removing the sin from our lives that made us His enemies. We will never
be sinless, but inch by inch He will make us sin less.

So, no matter what our suffering, whether you have been hurt and you have the opportunity to grow in your capacity to
forgive or whether you are sick and you have the opportunity to grew in patience, or some other massive suffering you
always have opportunity to grow.

My suffering in the story of our car was very, very light but on the night in question it did not seem so light! Even though
my suffering was light the principle is still the same. It is a principle | have had to apply to much more painful situations.
But this | know, if the word of God is true then we can rejoice in our sufferings.
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Romans 5:1-11
The hope

This passage is all about being at peace with God. But the thought of being at peace is meaningless if we have never
understood the reality of being in a state of hostility.

One day Jesus went into the temple and was so disgusted at what He saw that He took up a weapon and attacked those
who were polluting the place. He was in a state of hostility with those who had turned this place of prayer into a market
place. Jesus was not at peace with those traders. He came at them with anger and energy and was bent on spoiling their
day.

And before we were justified we were not at peace with God. You may or may not have been conscious of the fact that
God was displeased with you. But conscious or not you lived under the wrath of God. A wrath that was going to be
poured out on you on Judgement Day. As Jesus’ eyes flashed in anger at those traders so they would have one day
flashed in anger at you. But not any more.

What God has done is move us from enemy to friend. From one with whom He is at war to one with whom He is at
peace.

Everything changed on the day Jesus died. He entered into the experience of the Judgement Day. The darkness and the
earthquake on the day He died are both symbols of the wrath of God being poured out in Judgement. Jesus stood in my
place and the Judgement Day was brought forward. Everything that God has against David Morland was dealt with on
that day as Jesus hung on a cross.

It is because it is all dealt with that the reasons for God being my enemy are gone. God is now at peace with me. As we
said last week we now have access. We are now welcomed and treasured in His presence. We have gained access
through Christ.

The verdict of the last day, the verdict on our lives that God will pass on the great Judgement Day, has already been
given. That which belongs in the future has been brought into the present. God has already passed His judgement on us.
And nothing can change that verdict. We can face Judgement Day with utter confidence because God has already
decided in our favour. We are those who have been released from any uncertainty or fear about that day. What God
thinks of your life has already been decided. And there is nothing you can do to make Him reconsider that decision.

Muslims believe that on each person’s shoulders sits a supernatural being. On the right sits an angel and on the left sits
a demon. They are constantly writing. The angel is recording all your good deeds and the demon your bad deeds. On
Judgement Day Allah will want to see the results. If your bad deeds outweigh your good ones then you are in big trouble.
The point, however, is that you do not know until the big day. You have to live all your life in uncertainty. Not so with us.

In fact we are actually “saved” after we have been justified and reconciled. What we are being saved from is always the
wrath of God that must be poured out on Judgement Day. But if we are justified and reconciled we need not doubt that
we shall be declared innocent on that great day. The reality is, that the verdict of that day has already been pronounced.
The verdict will never be revisited. Not here or in eternity. If we can be sure that the verdict is not going to be re-
examined half way through eternity we can be equally sure it is not going to be re-examined between now and the day
we die.

If we have understood all this we should have joy deep in our hearts and a settled confidence about the future.

It is impossible that the hope we have of not having anything to worry about at the Judgement Day should disappoint us.
God will not let us down.

All this means that we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. We know that we have fallen short of the glory of God but
that is not the way it is going to stay. We know that the day is coming when we will truly reflect the glory of God. We
know that the day is coming when we will be the people we were created to be. We will truly be human beings, being
what human beings were created to be.

There is great dignity in being a human being. A human being is so magnificent that God Himself became one. Jesus lost
none of His dignity in becoming a human being. He did not demean Himself to become a man. To be a human being is to
be in the most honoured of positions.

But many things detract from the richness of the life | should be living. In other words many things cause me to fall short
of the glory of God - selfishness, pride, dishonesty, conflict. What God is promising is that all this will go. One day you will
see me as | was meant to be. And one day | will see you as you were created to be. God will not fail. God is going to
prevail. “But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2). The day is
coming when we will fully reflect the image of God. On that day we will all be truly “Christ like”.
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Our view of the future should be a powerful stimulus to being like that now. We must live up to what we will one day be. If
one day we are going to be Christ like then we should have nothing in our lives now that is less than Christ like.
“Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself’ (1 John 2:28-3:5).

Waris Dirie, is a well known fashion and photographic model. She lives in New York and commands great respect in her
field. She is wealthy and famous. However she started life in a nomadic family in the deserts of Somalia. Somalia is a
nominally Moslem country. Women are treated with a great deal of contempt. For instance, when she was growing up
she was never allowed to look her father in the face. She was taught from a young age to always put her head down and
look to the ground in the presence of her father. By a strange series of coincidences she left Somalia and was
“discovered” by a well known photographer. Many years later she made it her business to go back into the desert and
track down her mother. She tells the story in her book Desert Dawn. As she, her brother and a hired driver were
crossing the wastes of Somalia they pulled into a typical desert community looking for food. They had not eaten since
early morning and it was now late in the afternoon. They walked into a ramshackle building in which a group of men were
eating. The moment they did one of the men stood up and shouted at her to get out. The man was incensed that a
woman would dare to come into a place where men eat. He pointed to the place where the women eat. It was literally
along side the toilet out in the yard. This was a desert toilet you understand. A squat hole. It stank. Along side it was a
battered and broken table for the women to sit around. As a Somalian woman she would have naturally suffered the
indignity and headed, head down, for the disgusting place where the women were assigned. But she refused. She was
not simply a Somalian woman, she was a citizen of New York. She was a woman who deserved to be treated with
respect and dignity. She was not going to allow this man to remove her dignity. She would rather be hungry than allow
this man to take her dignity away. And so it was that she and her brother walked out and went without food.

You may be a nobody here but not in heaven. And heaven is where you are going. Rise up to what you will be. Act like
you are in heaven now.

The evil one will want to degrade you. He will want you to lust, to mishandle the truth, to be less than scrupulously
honest, to be less than considerate, to be irritable with others, to be unforgiving, to be stingy and so on. Do not let him.
Keep your eye on who you really are. You are a citizen of heaven, act like one all the time.

The meaning of the word “hope” has moved somewhat since Paul used it. When we use the word we speak of
something that we would like in the future, but we know may not actually come to pass. | hope to have a nice holiday at
Christmas. But the reality is | may or may not end up having a nice holiday next Christmas. But when Paul used the word
it had for him a certainty. If | were to say “I hope it will be Monday tomorrow”, | know that my hope is not going to be
disappointed. That it will be Monday tomorrow is not in doubt by anyone.

This much is absolutely certain, our hope will not disappoint us. There need be no doubt that we shall receive what we
are hoping for. It is not so much that our hope does not disappoint but that it will not disappoint. Future tense.

By this phrase Paul is alluding to passages like, “In You our fathers put their trust; they trusted and You delivered them.
They cried to You and were saved; in You they trusted and were not disappointed” (Psa 22:4&5). And “No one whose
hope is in You will ever be put to shame” (Psa 25:3).

Note the “how much more argument”. Bringing rebellious sinners into a relationship with Himself is an act of amazing
love. Now if He has done that, and He has, then we can be absolutely confident He will do what is a much easier thing,
that is deliver us from the wrath of God on Judgement Day. He has done the hard bit, reconciled us to Himself. Only the
easy bit is left to do.

There is a tension in the Christian faith between what God has already done and what He is still to do. Are we saved?
Yes and no. We have been saved from the consequences of our sin but we have not yet entered heaven. We still sin.
You may not look like a saint but you are one.

We believe that Jesus will rescue us from the day of God’s wrath and one day we are going to be vindicated. We can be
sure that God will do what He has promised. There are two very good reasons we can be so sure. How much God loves
us and how much God has done for us.

God has literally poured His love into our hearts. He has not simply given us love in a litle measure. It is the Spirit
dwelling in our hearts who communicates the love of God to us.

To be sure of God’s love is the basis of joy, peace, security, confidence and self-respect. If the love of a parent is crucial
to the emotional well being of the child and if the love of the spouse is crucial to the self-esteem and self-respect of the
married person then what power is there in knowing the father loves us.

The reality of our relationship with God comes from the Holy Spirit. It is because of Him that we know that we are loved
by God.

2 Corinthians 4:4 - “the god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they cannot see the light of the

gospel”. So if you have seen then it is only because the Holy Spirit has opened your eyes.
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To see this Jesus, from the town of Nazareth, as He really is, is a work of the Holy Spirit. If you know that God is your
Father then the Holy Spirit is at work. Peter preached to a crowd at Cornelius’ house. But it was as the Holy Spirit moved
that the crowd experienced God (Acts 10:44). Jesus had no doubt that the only reason Peter perceived who Jesus really
was, was a work of the Holy Spirit. “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you” (Matt 16:17).

Note it is “we”, we who are Christians who know the love of God. Others may not. That does not take away from the
reality that we know.

This is how the Holy Spirit brings the love of our God into our hearts. It is via our heads. Our emotions follow our thinking.
The Holy Spirit brings us to see certain things and having seen them our hearts or emotions are warmed.

If this might be called subjective evidence then alongside it we have objective evidence. We have the historic fact of the
cross.

Christ gave Himself for those who were anti Him. The ungodly. We were those who wanted nothing to do with God. This
is the magnitude of God’s love for us.

To make sure we get the point Paul brings in an analogy. Very rarely will anyone die for what he calls a “righteous”
person. By righteous he means the person who we would consider to be respectable and upright. The person who is at
the opposite end of the spectrum to the criminal. On the other hand you would have more chance of finding someone
who would die for a “good” person. By good he means someone who is not simply upright but someone who you actually
love.

Donald Barnhouse tells the story of a young woman who following an operation stood in need of a blood transfusion. Her
much younger brother had the same blood type and was asked if he would come in and donate his blood. The kid
understood nothing of the matter other than his sister needed his blood. He consented willingly. Half way through the
procedure a nurse came over to ask how he was doing. He said he was doing very well indeed. Nevertheless he wanted
to know how long he had before he died. The young boy was under the misapprehension that the only way his sister
would live was if he were to die. And such was his love for his sister that he was willing to do this. (Romans Vol 2 p538
Boice).

But the awesome quality of God’s love is that He loves us while we are actually hating Him.

The degree of love is measured by the costliness of the gift to the giver. The more the gift cost the giver and the less the
recipient deserves it the greater the love is seen to be. God gave His most precious possession. He gave His all. He
gave His Son.

Knowing that we did not “earn” God'’s love in the first place, means that we do not have to “earn” it now. If we understand
these things we will never doubt the love of God.

If we think for one moment that God finds us loveable then we will never fully comprehend how magnificent His love is.

Most of the time | am very lovable. That is why my parents called me David which means “beloved”. Now when | am at
my best | am not too surprised that Anne loves me. But what takes my breath away is the way she goes on loving me
when | am less than perfect. When | have been mean, or unthinking, or have hurt her in some way or another.

Premarital counselling “is there anything that would cause you to lose your love for your partner?” “No”, they say, again
and again. But they delude themselves. For again and again | have seen marriages fall apart. One or other of them has
so polluted the relationship that the other has not be able to stay committed to them. There was a point beyond which
their love would not or could not go. We do not blame them. But God is not like that. There is no point beyond which His
love will not go.

If we think that we deserve God’s love we will never really be secure in it. We will always be afraid that we might do
something to lessen or destroy God’s love. Only those who know that God loves them in spite of who they are, not
because of who they are, can trust Him to continue to show them favour.

That is why the thief on the cross had such an experience of the love of God when Jesus said to Him “today you will be
with Me in Paradise”. That thief knew that there was nothing about him that had caused Jesus to love him. He had not
generated the love. This thief was powerless and that means there is not one thing he could have done to please God
and so earn His love and acceptance. And Paul wants us to know that we are just as powerless.

It was while there was this terrible hostility between us and God, God moved. And God had to move because we could
do nothing. We were “powerless”, we were “ungodly” we were “sinners” we were God’s “enemies”. This is the sort of
person God gave His Son for.

Paul finishes this section by saying that we rejoice in God. If you would have more joy in your life then all you have to do
is meditate a little more on all that God has done for you.
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No.11

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 25 May 2003

Romans 5:12-21
Evil and Grace

Evil is everywhere. Our daily newspapers are a never-ending catalogue of evil. On one page we have the latest
revelation on the atrocities of Saddam Hussien. This week | read that one of the ways of punishing those in Bagdad who
spoke against Saddam Hussein was to hold the victim down, grab his tongue with a pair of pliers and then cut it off with a
stanly knife. In another paper this week | was informed that not only did President Bill Clinton use a young intern for his
sexual pleasure, no lesser person than President J. F. Kennedy did exactly the same thing. Then in the local paper | read
of a disabled man who was set upon by five young people and bashed to the point of needing to be taken to hospital in
an ambulance. The chap was travelling home on the train. Just as the train was pulling into the Narre Warren station the
unprovoked attack took place.

How many times have you heard someone say ‘“it's not safe to walk down the street at night”? We all have cars out in the
car park and we have all locked them, why? And why did we lock our homes before we came out? Why, because evil is
everywhere.

Meanwhile, we have a constant diet of what the Governor-General did and did not do. But that a paedophile clergyman in
the Anglican Church should have been protected leaves us appalled. We are appalled that someone who claims to
speak on behalf of God should have done such a heinous thing and we are appalled that the church sought to cover it
over.

And the issues of sexual indiscretion are so close to home that our denomination is working flat out putting in place a
Duty of Care System in order to lessen the likelihood of wrong taking place.

Note how we are going to stop wrong. We are doing it by setting in place regulations that stop leaders ever being put in a
place of compromise. What this system is saying is, “at the end of the day we do not trust you not to do wrong”. And they
are right not to trust anybody. And they are right not to trust because evil is everywhere. To some extent or another it is
in all our hearts.

Where has evil come from? There are those who suggest that evil has always been. Human beings are simply evil and
that is all there is to it. For all eternity, they say, there has been evil. But this will not work. If evil has been there forever
and is “natural” then it is not really evil. Or to put it another way, evil is not evil for evil is just the way things are. More, if
you hold this position then you have to come up with some explanation for good. And we all know what “good” is. We all
like “good”. We all know that good is better than bad, even if “bad” seems to produce results that are sometimes in our
favour. We have a monument in our town with the names of dead young men written on it. They died in war. Everyone of
them could have stayed home quietly working on his farm. But no they went and they died. They are heroes. What they
did was good even if from one selfish angle it could be called foolish.

If evil is the way things are then how do you account for goodness and kindness. Goodness cannot come after evil.
Otherwise evil is not really evil. If from a world in which there was only ever evil some goodness comes, then you have to
say it was not completely evil, otherwise no “good” would ever have arisen. But we know good. We want good.

However evil can follow good. In fact you really need good before you can have evil. Evil is a distortion of good. It is an
attack on good. You must have the builder before you can have the vandal. You must have the nice clean fence before
you have the graffiti artist. You must have love before you can have hate. Evil is always a breaking down of good. It is
always a wrecking of something excellent. Evil, robs us at every turn. In one way or another it will bring stress into your
life. It will take from your health, it will pollute good friendships, it will diminish hope it will dull laughter, it will spoil
innocence. Evil pollutes everything it touches.

The point is, at the beginning there was goodness and not evil. Somehow we know that dog eat dog, the weak being
eaten and abused so that the strong may survive, is not right.

The passage we are looking at this morning is the clearest statement in the Bible on the origin of evil. Sin, or evil, entered
the world through one man. His name was Adam. And the consequence of that sin was death.

We all know the story. There was Adam and Adam lived in an evil free environment. It was perfect in everyway. The
perfection of that environment, that paradise, that garden was an outworking of God’s goodness. It was God who had
made it perfect, faultless, and free from evil. God is not evil, God is good and therefore if Adam is not to experience evil
he must live God-like. The matter is put to the test, “will you follow My leading” says God to Adam. “Will you live inside
the guidelines that | set you. Will you live under My direction? Or will you insist on deciding for yourself what is right and
what is wrong? It is as straightforward as that. The evidence that you will follow Me is that you will not touch the tree that
| tell you not to touch. The evil act is in the disobedience to the Word of God. And if you do evil you will die. “

Well Adam does evil, he touches the tree. The boundary has been crossed. It was not simply a one off decision. Adam is
now committed to living outside God’s boundaries. He is now committed to doing whatever he thinks is right. So he lies
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when God asks the simple question “where are you?”. So he decides it is right to hurt his wife by blaming her for the
mess he now finds himself in.

And as a result, in time he dies.

Well that is pretty straightforward, but it is the next statement that causes us to have to think. What Adam did is how sin
and death came to all of us. In what way did what Adam do cause me to be a sinner and die?

There are some who say it is all a matter of imitation. Starting with Cain and Abel we all have parents who do wrong. And
what happens is that all children simply copy their parents. But if this were the case it is hard to believe that there would
not be a child or two somewhere out there who did not, and who lived a perfect, pure life. This theory works on the
assumption that children are born innocent and perfect. If only we could put them in a perfect environment they would
never do wrong!

But we know of no such perfect child. All the children we know are born with a rather strong selfish, self-centred streak
within them. It is hard work teaching a child not to tell lies, not to hit his brother, not to answer back, to share his toys.
Being good does not come naturally to a human. But being naughty does.

We do not acquire evil as we grow, we are born with it within. As David says, “Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the
time my mother conceived me” (Psa 51.5). A baby comes with the seeds of evil within. All we have to do is wait for the
fruit. And we do not stop producing that fruit until the end of our days. We are all evil.

On one occasion Spurgeon was at a dinner and sat next to a man who believed that he had conquered evil. He was
telling Spurgeon that he had no more sin in him. Spurgeon found this to be incredulous. He pressed the man. “What no
anger, no temper, no pride, no lust, every thought under control and so on?“ The man assured him that that was the
case. Spurgeon then quietly picked up his bowl of custard and poured it over the man’s head. The man was on his feet in
a second and what came out of his mouth was not nice.

Yes, we can all work hard at keeping the worst of our evil under control. But provoked enough what comes out is never
nice.

A better solution is the one that we have in our Bibles. We come from a polluted source therefore we sin. We carry
Adam’s genes! We are all like him. If you knew my father then there would be some of my characteristics that would
cause you to say came from him. You cannot have a pure child from impure parents. We are infected with Adam’s
determination not to live under God’s rule. Or as Paul puts it in Ephesians, “and were by nature the children of wrath”
(Eph 2:3).

In this matter of whether or not we will live under God, Adam was our representative. This one man stood in our place in
that garden.

The idea that what one man did can determine not only the world in which we live but also the sort of people we are is
not one that finds a ready acceptance in the modern era. We tend to believe that we are all the masters of our own
destiny. How successful we will be is the product of how hard we work. It has nothing to do with anyone else. But the
Bible has a much stronger sense of the way in which we are connected to others and affected by our communities and
cultures.

We would all like to have had the chance that Adam had. But none of us would have done any better. When Adam stood
in the garden he stood there as a representative of all of us.

If you support a football team you are keen that they win every game they play. To that end you pay your club
membership fees so that the team has lots of money. You turn up to each game and you cheer your team on. You are as
keen to see your team win as anybody is. But when they say, “who will play in the ruck?” you do not put your hand up.
You know that you are not your team’s best option. If your team is going to have any hope of winning it will need to be
the best ruck man in your team who plays that position. In this man Adam, God picked the best. If he failed then rest
assured no one else could have done better.

Adam became corrupted by that action and we all share that corruption. We are not evil because we do evil, but we do
evil because we are evil. Or we are sinners not because we sin, but we sin because we are sinners. Our actions and
thoughts flow out of who we are. We are all born with a disposition toward evil. But Adam never had such a disposition.
He chose to do wrong. But having chosen, everything changed and from that point on there was in his heart a distrust of
the God who he now knew only as a Judge. We are born where Adam left off, not where Adam started. Only Adam knew
what it was to be innocent. Adam'’s reaction to God has been imputed to all mankind.

As part of his argument Paul needs to deal with the matter of the law. When it comes to the matter of law and commands
about right and wrong we must never assume that we are like Adam. That the law is like the test that Adam had. That we
stand before our various commands to do this or that as Adam stood before his command not to touch a certain tree.
God knows how we will react to law. We will be just like Adam and disobey them! The only decision that counts is the
one that Adam made.
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We must not think that you need a standard or a law before you have evil. And that each individual must have done evil
before they can be called a sinner and suffer the consequences, that is death.

What God expects of human beings was spelt out by Moses, he gave us law par excellent. We must not think that those
who have never heard the law are not guilty of evil. It is not the fact that we have broken any particular law that makes us
evil.

So those who have never even heard of God and his laws are evil. And those who die before they are old enough to
know right from wrong are evil. And those who are mentally handicapped are evil

And the proof is that babies die. Death is the penalty for sin. So Paul’'s argument is that everyone who dies must be a
sinner. Now babies have not sinned. So the sin for which they are dying is Adam’s sin. They die because they have been
infected with evil.

What Adam has done is fill the world with graveyards and cemeteries and crematoriums. We die because we are
sinners. | was conducting the funeral service once of a very fine Christian lady. A number of folk had spoken of her in the
most glowing terms, and rightly so. But when | got up to speak | opened my remarks by pointing out the obvious. She
was dead. And then the next obvious thing. She was dead because she was a sinner. For if she were no sinner she
would still be alive!

The Jews thought that having God’s law was just what was needed to lead away from and out of evil. They and too many
others thought that if we all knew what was right and what was wrong we would do it. But not so. In fact the law made
things worse in two ways. First, it inflames the situation. The moment the law says you cannot, that becomes the very
thing you want to do. Laws will not make you good. The most they can do is hold evil in check. But then only if policed.
Secondly, by increasing our accountability. Having been told specifically we must not lie, we stand the more condemned
when we do.

Law will cause you to realise just how evil you are. We all know the law, “do not lie”. Who can go a week without in some
way or another fiddling with the truth around the edges. We all know the law “do not covet” who can go a day without in
one way or another grumbling about our lot? Wishing we had a better this or a better that.

In verse 14 we are told that Adam was a “pattern” of the One to come. When Jesus came into the world He came as
Adam came. That is He is not the product of a human father. He is not infected by sin. Jesus stands where Adam stood.
Here is another human being with the same choice that Adam had.

As with Adam so too with Jesus. Jesus too will be tempted to live outside of God’s guidelines. He too will be tempted to
live independently of God. He too will be tempted to work out for Himself what He thinks is right and what He thinks is
wrong.

It is interesting to note that Adam made that decision with everything going for him. He had everything he could have
ever wanted. He lived in a garden that was a paradise. You would have thought that to leave a certain tree alone would
not have been too hard.

Whereas for Jesus when He made His decision He had everything against Him. His decision too was made in a garden.
But He had to decide to obey the Father’'s will even when the Father’s will meant death on a cross.

Now what Adam did affected others who were not there, and so what Jesus did affected others who were not there.
What Adam did has been passed on to all of us. What Jesus did has been passed on to all who own Him.

In verse 19 we get to the heart of the matter. We are in the mess we are in as a result of the action of one man. But
equally we are out of that mess as the result of the action of one man.

Adam disobeyed God and Jesus obeyed God. There were results of Adam’s action and there were results of Jesus’
action too.

Many ask how can one man’s death deals with the sin of so many. For Paul the answer is obvious. It is as obvious as the
fact that we all suffer evil as the result of one man’s actions. Or as he puts it in verse 18, “just as” one man brought evil
“so also” one man brought goodness.

Adam disobeyed, this is the key issue for Paul, “for just as through the disobedience of one man...” (v19). None of us
were there the day he disobeyed, but the out working of that decision you and | have to live in everyday of our lives.

In a sense we do not deserve what we got from Adam. But equally we do not deserve what we have received from
Jesus.

What this man Adam did was bring evil into the world. The comparison with Jesus is breathtaking.

Evil is everywhere. It is all pervasive. You would think that it is here forever. But no! It is what Jesus has done that will
have the greater effect.
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But what Jesus has brought to us is life. Nothing less than eternal life.

God will not let evil destroy His creation. He will not let evil win. Death is not the last word. Life is.
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Romans 6:1-14
Why on earth sin?

Last week we opened up the topic of the origin of evil. We noted that by and largely evil is so pervasive and so much a
part of the world in which we live that it fails to shock us unless we come across some particularly horrendous act. Such
acts then put the every day wrongs that we both commit and suffer into the normal bracket. But they are neither normal
nor acceptable to God. This week’s Bulletin magazine ran a story on child abuse. It is disturbing reading. One young boy
cited had suffered so much that at the age of five he could only say two words. And they were both particularly foul swear
words. He was kept in the laundry. He slept on a rug that was constantly soaked in urine. His body was covered in welts
and scabs. He has been in intensive care three times in his short life. The sexual abuse he has also suffered is beyond
description in a sermon like this. But the origin of that evil is no different to the origin of the smallest acts of evil. When
dealing with that type of evil and then the type of “everyday” wrongs we are all guilty of, we are dealing with degree not
kind.

The heart of what Paul said in the last section of this letter is that “the result of one trespass was condemnation for all
men” (5:18). The one trespass was the trespass of Adam. Adam was given a choice; he could live inside the guidelines
that God gave. To do so would be to live a good, wholesome, holy and Godlike life. Or he could live as he thought fit. To
do so would be to live a self- centred life, and any self-centred life has to be an evil life. God is love and God is holy. A
holy life is a self-sacrificing life. It is a life that is always putting the needs of others above one’s own. An evil life is a self-
centred life. It is a life where you will always put yourself first. Such a life must include lying, cheating, stealing, and will
lead to every other sin and evil you can think of.

Adam chose to go his own way. It was not a once off decision. Having decided to work out for himself what is right and
what is wrong in the garden, this is how he will operate for the rest of his days. And what is right and what is wrong will
always be based on what is best for “me”. Hence self- centeredness, hence evilness.

His children do not enter the world nice pure innocent individuals as he had. No, they enter the world as “his” children.
They enter the world infected by their parents. They come into the world with the same disposition that Adam had.

We have had many sad cases of babies born with AIDS. There has obviously not been any action of these that could
have been the cause of them contacting AIDS. Nevertheless they are infected and have to suffer the consequences of
being so infected.

Every human being who has ever been born has been born with a disposition that is set on self-centeredness. In other
words we are all born evil. No, the baby has obviously not done evil, but it is only a matter of time and he/she will. There
is no thought at all that any child is not going to do wrong.

To make sure we understand this point Paul brought in the matter of the law. Law is of course the standard by which we
measure right and wrong. We would assume that we do not know if a person is good or bad until we have seen their
reaction to “law”. Are they good, do they obey the “law”? Do they do as their parents say, do they follow their conscience,
do they live inside the guide lines of society, do they obey the Big Ten. We would like to think that a person is innocent
until we have seen evidence of the fact that they are going to obey or not. But Paul is not saying that. He is saying that
they are born evil and we know exactly how they will respond to “laws”. They will inevitably violate their conscience, they
will disobey their parents, and not only will they not keep the Big Ten they will not be capable of keeping the Big Ten.

The point is Adam could have kept the law that he was given. He could have not eaten of the tree. But we cannot keep
the laws that we are given. The laws in our lives are not the equivalent of the test that Adam was given.

Adam brought evil into the world. That evil has gone on increasing. And there is nothing any human being can do to stop
the increase of evil. The best we can do is hold it in check with laws that are very well policed. It is never laws that stop
evil and wrong it is always the policing of those laws that holds evil and wrong in check.

God has said that the penalty for sin is death. This means that if every human being will do, or is doing, or has done
wrong then every human being must die. Their life must be terminated. They must experience the horror of not being any
more.

God would have been quite just in leaving the matter there. But He does not. The second person of the Trinity enters into
the human race. But not like you and I. He is born of a virgin. He enters the human race like Adam did. He is not infected
with Adam’s sin. He again is a human being who has the chance to do right. He is someone else who stands where
Adam stood. Can this man live a pure, holy, fully obedient life?

The matter reaches its crescendo in the garden when He says, “not My will but Your will be done”. In the other garden

Adam said, “me, me, me”. In this garden Jesus says “I give My life for others”.
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If death is the consequence of sin why is this man’s life taken from Him. This man is the only man who has ever lived
who did not have to die or need to die. Yet at His crucifixion He gave up His spirit. He chose to die.

He gave His life as a gift. He took our place in death. He is the only hope we have. Without Him you are done, for your
life has already been declared evil by God. All you have to look forward to is eternal death. But if you accept that gift of
Jesus’ life for you then what lies ahead is eternal life.

This is all gift. There is nothing you can add to it. There is nothing you need to add to it. All you need to do is accept it.
Thank Jesus for the gift of His life. Thank Jesus for the fact that you are now destined to enter into eternal life. Do not
make receiving this gift some sort of “job”. Just believe and enjoy.

A part of becoming a Christian is to be baptised. When you are baptised, you are baptised “into the name of the Father,
the Son and the Spirit”. The word “into” is the word we use when we take possession of something in a legal way. For
instance, if you buy a house, then the house will be transferred “into” your name. At baptism, and in what baptism is
symbolising, we are joined to Jesus. We are transferred into His name. He takes ownership of us.

The Greeks used to speak of clothes being baptised when they were submerged in dye. They were, as it were, baptised
into a new colour. So too we have been baptised into Jesus. The dyed garment is no longer the garment it was before. It
is now something different. It is a different colour. We too are no longer the same. We too are now different as a result of
being joined to Jesus.

The Israelites were said to have been baptised into Moses (1 Cor 10:2). This refers to a permanent identification of the
people with Moses as a result of the Red Sea crossing. Before this they were still in Egypt and could have renounced
Moses’ leadership. But once they crossed the Red Sea they were joined to Moses for the duration of the desert
wanderings. A permanent change had taken place and they could not go back.

In Galatians 3:27 those who have been baptised are spoken of as having been clothed with Jesus. The idea is that they
are so identified with Jesus that they are like a soldier who wears his country’s uniform and is thereby identified with that
country.

When we accept the gift of Jesus’ life we are immersed into Him. We are so immersed that we stand with Him in His
death. His death becomes our death. We and He are united.

What must be grasped is the fact that as | am joined to the human race by virtue of the fact that | was born of human
parents | am now joined to Jesus by virtue of the fact that | believe He died for me.

Following Jesus’ death He was buried. Let there be no mistake He was well and truly dead. We enter into that death and
burial in a symbolic way in our baptism. When we go down into the water and are completely submerged we are making
a symbolic statement. We are stating that we are united with Jesus in His death and His burial. In other words united
totally.

We do wrong to down play baptism as if it were an extra for the more committed Christians. If you are a Christian and
have not been baptised you have a problem.

That we are so united with Jesus is God’s grace.

And Paul says that no matter how much sin increased, God’s grace has increased more! (5:20). The remarkable thing is
that no matter how much evil there is, there is always more grace. God does not withhold grace because of sin. He does
the opposite. He increases the amount of grace He extends to us in the face of our sin.

When Adam sinned the first thing he experienced from God was grace. Instead of dying as he should have done God
offers a lamb and the lamb dies (Gen 3:21).

When Peter swears that he does not know Jesus, Jesus does not finish with him, He calls him back and sets him up as
the leader of the church.

Same too with us. No matter how sinful we have been God comes to us with grace. God never runs out of grace. No sin
of yours is enough for God to have to say, “too far, | am not gracious enough to deal with that!”

God extends grace that we might see what He is really like. Do you realise that if there had been no sin then there could
have been no grace, and if no grace we would never have fully understood the full nature of God.

Have we heard the Christian message properly? If we have then we will ask the question that Paul now asks, “shall we
go on sinning so that grace may increase”? There is no one who has heard the Christian message and not asked this
question. It would seem the logical deduction to what Paul has been saying. As a human being you cannot, not sin. You
were born a sinner and you will sin to the day you die. Your only hope is the fact that Jesus has given you the gift of His
perfect life. Just how good God is, is seen in the contrast to how bad we are. So let’s continue to be bad so everyone will
see how good God is in forgiving us.
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At the end of the day the Christian message gives people an easy way out of the struggle to be good. Martin Lloyd-Jones
says if people do not come to this conclusion we have not really preached the gospel.

What is Paul’'s answer to this rather obvious, but wrong conclusion?

The first thing to note is that his answer has nothing to do with having to be good in order that God will love you or
anything at all along those lines.

What you simply have to know, says Paul, is that you have “died to sin”. The penalty for being a sinner is death and we
have now paid that penalty. We have died! The penalty for our sins will not be demanded twice!

In verse 11 Paul comes to his conclusion. Here, for the first time in this letter, we have a command. Here for the first time
we are told to do something. And what are we to do? We are to reckon ourselves dead to sin. That is all. Just reckon.
God has done all the work and all we have to do is reckon.

We are to live in the new status that we have as a result of believing in Jesus. In Jesus we have already faced the
Judgement Day. In Jesus we have already paid the penalty that all our sin deserves.

This reckoning is not make believe. We are not to pretend that our old self is dead. What we are to do is remember that
we died with Jesus.

Slavery in the USA was abolished on 18 December 1865. How many slaves were there in the USA on the 19 December?
None. But many Negroes still lived like slaves because they had not learned the truth of their new situation. Many
plantation owners knew very well that as long as their slaves still believed that they were slaves the Emancipation
Proclamation would have no practical effect. And this is what happened. For years after the Civil War there were slaves
who still lived in slavery obeying their masters seven days every week, working from morning till night, living in fear of the
slave driver. Many slaves took years to come to understand the terrible price that had been paid for their freedom. By
keeping the truth from them these slaves continued to believe they were still slaves.

We are those who are dead in the sense that we are immune from the consequences of our sin. We can do what we like
and there are no eternal consequences for our sins that will ever catch up with us. So we are not under any laws. We
can ignore all laws for we are immune from whatever penalty they may demand of us. We are free. There are no laws to
keep in the sense that we are being measured by them. We are already dead to the penalty.

A massive change takes place the moment we believe.

By saying that we are dead to sin the last thing Paul is saying is that we will feel less like sinning after we believe. Nor is
he saying that we will stop sinning when we believe. What he is saying is that the outworking of living a sinful life has
been taken to its conclusion and we have died. But we have not died, but Christ has died in our place.

Now with that matter behind us, we are to get on with living the sort of life that Jesus does.

Our whole orientation in life now should be solely and wholly on living as God would have us live. We have started our
eternal lives now! God does not have to do anything else with us before we can enter heaven.

So Paul calls on us to change our behaviour. Do not use your body to do wrong. Instead put your whole being at the
disposal of your new Master, Jesus.

You are no longer under law. All the laws you can think of are meaningless. You could not keep them any way and the
ones you could keep used to make you feel so proud. All that is gone. Now all you have to do is respond to the pull of the
Spirit and He will always lead you to act in love. Just go love God and do as you like. Live in freedom.

When we see what damage and harm and misery sinning brings, why on earth would we want to go on sinning anyway?
The very thing that God is building, making is a new world in which there will be no more sinning. Why do we want to go
to heaven, because there is no sin there. Well we ought to do our bit to make sure we do not add to the amount of sin
here. Every act of sin will detract from the person God made you to be.

We are to live in grace to the extent that all we do for God is motivated by nothing but gratitude. If obedience is a
defensive posture to avert God’s wrath or to carry divine favour then human holiness is but a euphemism for selfishness.
Self-protection and self-promotion are sad substitutes for glorifying God and enjoying Him.

Jesus is living a new life following His resurrection. We are meant to share in that new life too. We are meant to live now
as if we were in heaven.

Now Jesus died on our behalf but of Himself He had no reason to die. So the Father lifts Him from the grave and gives
Him eternal life. Now the moment we believe, we are given the gift of eternal life. This means we have now started to live
a new life. A life that will have no end. Or as it is put in verse 8 “if we died with Christ” and we have, and expressed it in
our baptism, “we believe that we will also live with Him” That is forever and ever, where He is, that is in the place we call
heaven.
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Do you realise that Jesus lives in a state in which death is no longer possible. And so it is the same for us too! Death is
not an issue to we who believe.

Verse 10 when Jesus died He finished with the world of Adam. Now he “lives for God” that is he uses all his energy on
doing good.

God has given us a body and we live our lives through our bodies. Because you are a descendant of Adam you will
always want to live a self-gratifying life. But you must fight against it. Not so much by always trying not to do wrong. But
by always trying to do right.

Only having made sure we understand that we belong to Jesus does Paul tell us to do something. It is only on the basis
of the word “therefore” that he says we are not to let sin have its way in our bodies. Paul is very keen we understand that
it is not the resisting of temptation which makes us acceptable to Him. Even more, to sin does not change our
relationship with Him. You will sin to some extent or another for the rest of your life.

What we are to do is to see our bodies as tools for doing good with. You only have your body for a few years and you
can use it to do an incredible amount of good.

You have a mind. You can choose what to fill it with. Corrosive, suggestive, degrading and immoral books, films and TV
shows or time with good quality friends and time in good quality books. Most of the ads we see preach one message.
Personal gratification is the goal of life. Material possessions are the epitome of success. God says the opposite. A life of
self-sacrifice is the goal of life and a man’s life does not consist of the things that he owns.

We have tongues and they should be used to build up other people.

You have hands - of all the things you do with your hands how many are for others. God gave you hands not to sit on!
Go wash the dishes. Go vacuum the floor. Go help a neighbour.

Just go and be who you are. You are a son or a daughter of God and nothing can change that fact. You are free to do
what you like. So do something good!

We are to finish with sinning, that is being self-centred and we are instead to be alive to God. That is living, as He would
have us live. That is in love. We have a lot better things to do with our energy than sinning.
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No.13

A Sermon Preached at the
Beaconsfield Baptist Church
Sunday 8 June 2003

Romans 6:15-23
The consequences

There are consequences for all actions. The two chaps who in 1938 came up with the Comic Book character of
Superman sold the rights for $195 not realising what a huge money spinner Superman was to become. The
extraordinary best seller The Day of The Jackal, in excess of eight million copies was passed up by four publishers
before someone ran with it. The three who bypassed it, lost the potential to have made millions. Teddy Hughes
emigrated to Australia and brought with him his pet rabbits! And so launched on Australia a blight we are still suffering
from. In 1888 the Pittsburgh very posh Hunting Club refused to allow a dam up stream to be opened for repairs. The flow
of water through their club grounds would disturb both the fish and the tranquillity so valued by the rich members of the
club. On 31 May 1889 freak rain filled the lake to its utmost capacity and at 3:10 the dam gave way, and a wall of water
swept into town killing 2,200 people including many of the club members. (I Could Have Kicked Myself, by David Frost, a
Fortura Book. 1983).

Last week we dealt with the fact that we are dead to sin. That is dead in the sense that we are immune from the
consequences of our sin. We can do what we like and there are no eternal consequences for our sins that will ever catch
up with us. So we are not under any laws. We can ignore all laws for we are immune from whatever penalty they may
demand of us. We are free. There are no laws to keep in the sense that they are measuring us. We are already dead to
the penalty.

No matter how sinful we have been God comes to us with grace. God never runs out of grace. No sin of yours is enough
for God to have to say, “Too far, | am not gracious enough to deal with that!”

God extends grace that we might see what He is really like. Do you realise that if there had been no sin then there could
have been no grace, and if no grace we would never have fully understood the full nature of God?

There is always the danger that we will presume on grace and not pursue a life of obedience. If grace were not grace
there would be no danger of presuming upon it. Which is why Paul needs to put the question, “Shall we sin because we
are not under law but under grace?”

| never used to say to my kids “be careful of lions and tigers when you go out to play”. Mainly because there were no
lions and tigers hanging around the suburbs. But | did say, “be careful of cars”. Because there are lots of cars moving
around the suburbs.

We must grasp fully the fact that the consequences of breaking the law will never catch up with us. Hence in a sense we
are free to do what we like. God does not love those who are more righteous than others. He loves His most useless
child as much as His most useful. You do not think that God loves Paul more than you, do you?!

Christians cannot gain or earn any more of God’s love since grace has already granted all the love there is to have.

It has to be this way otherwise the reason we would struggle to be good would be in order to win God’s approval or to
avoid God'’s anger. If this is the reason you seek to be good then it means you are ultimately being motivated to do good
by selfish reasons.

Just supposing | break my leg. Well, you think to yourself, “the right thing to do would be to go over and see if | can offer
David some help. It is the last thing | really want to do. But God says | must love my neighbour and if | do not do the right
thing, God is not going to be very happy with me. | do not want God not being happy with me; | do not want God being
cross with me. In fact if | go and help David | am sure God will shine on me.” So you trundle around to give me a hand.
But what has motivated you. Not love of me! But love of yourself.

If one gauges one’s holiness by one’s own works then what better way was there to confirm one’s own righteousness
than by finding greater faults in others.

What Paul wants us to understand is that the matter with God is settled. This is the point he made in the first half of the
chapter. We died with Jesus. We were there with Him as He entered into death, suffering the consequences of all our
failure. God will not judge you twice!

You only have to pay your bills once, you know. | know when | have received a bill for something that | have already paid
for, | am on the phone in minutes protesting. No one expects anyone to pay twice for anything. Well what did Jesus
suffer on the cross? Was it, or was it not, the consequences of your sin? If it was the consequence of your sin then on
what basis could God ever, hold your sin against you? If He were to do that He would be most unjust.

Do you realise that the more you depend on your own good efforts and the less you depend on the grace of God the
less mature in the faith you will be.
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We must understand in the depth of our being that we are not good in order to receive God’s acceptance. No, we strive
to be holy because of God’s acceptance.

Only when we are absolutely convinced that God Himself has covered our sin will our righteousness have the potential to
glorify God rather than to serve self. Our righteousness should be a thanksgiving and a praise response to the work that
God has done.

So then what is the motivation to do good and not to do evil?
In the first half of the chapter Paul gave one reason and now, here in the second half, he gives another reason.

The first reason has to do with our future. We have started eternal life. Our future is all to do with living in heaven with
God. We are not saying we may have eternal life, or perhaps we will have eternal life, or we could have eternal life. No,
we are saying we have eternal life. There is nothing that can take it from us. We have already passed through the
Judgement.

Well you only have very few short years left before you actually enter into God’s presence; use them totally for Him. Start
living now as you will be living then.

It is not that we should try not to be greedy, or try not to be lustful, or try not to be bitter, or try not to be mean. This is all
negative. Do not put your energy in trying not to be bad. No, what we are to do is to put all our energy into being good.

| am heaven bound therefore | am about to go to a place where there is more wealth than this world every dreamed of.
Everything belongs to Jesus and | am a joint heir with Him. Knowing how rich | am going to be in heaven leaves me free
to throw around what | have here. | am about to pick up the greatest inheritance this world has ever seen. How then can |
not be generous with what | have now? What | have now does not have to last! The superannuation people keep saying,
“have you got enough to last until you die?”. | have so much coming to me that it will last forever! | do not have to work at
being not greedy, | have to work at finding good ways of sharing what God has given me.

| am in the family of God. This is a real family. In my biological family | have a sister, a mother and | have daughters. |
relate to my mother, who is older as a mother, my sister who is my generation as a sister and my daughters who are of a
younger generation as daughters. To relate to these significant ladies in any other way would be immoral beyond belief.
Now the family of God is no different. The older ladies in this family command the respect that | give my mother. The
ladies of my generation deserve the curtesies that | extend to my sister. And the younger girls deserve the care and
protection that | extend to my daughters. The point is do not spend energy fighting lust, work at caring for and relating to
members of the opposite sex as you should to family members.

In this life many people will hurt you. Such hurt causes bitterness and resentment and desires for revenge. Fighting such
desires is hard work. Forget it. In you will only do good things. Well do some good things for those who have hurt you.
You have not got to like them. You do not have any control over how you feel. But you have total control over what you
do. So do something nice for them. | read the other day of a chap who went into a coffee shop for a quick cup of coffee.
The girl serving was most rude to him. All sorts of nasty thoughts went through his mind. And so the battle started. He
knew that feelings of bitterness were not on. But trying to change them was impossible. But there was something he
could do. So he did it. As he got up to leave he placed alongside his saucer a decent tip. He spent the rest of the day
enjoying the nice sensation that comes when we have done something nice. And he did not have to spend the rest of
the day dealing with unkind thoughts toward the waitress.

You know why this is so don’t you? God made you in His image. God is love. Therefore every time you act in love you
are functioning in the way you were created to function. Therefore it is easy on you. But equally, every time you act in a
non loving way you are functioning in a way that goes against the way you were created to function. It will grate on you.
You will always find it easier to do a loving thing than a non loving thing.

King George V, the grandfather of our Queen, used to say to his sons when they had done something wrong, one of
whom was of course destined for the throne, “My dear boy, you must always remember who you are”. Our heavenly
Father would say the same to us every day, “My dear child, you must always remember who you are” (Romans, Stott,
p.187).

Have you ever thought how the pull to goodness and the pull to evil have some similarities? Temptation starts off as a
thought. A thought pops into your mind. You chew it over. You can reject it as wrong, or you can go on contemplating the
possibility of doing that which you have been tempted to do. Normally in this phase you convince yourself that it is not
wrong. Nobody in fact does wrong. What we do is convince ourselves that what we are tempted to do is not that wrong
and is in fact quite acceptable at this point in time and under these circumstances. When you have finally convinced
yourself that it is okay then you follow through with the action. Normally no sooner have you acted than you start to feel
bad.

When the Holy Spirit is at work within you, He will occasionally pop into your mind a thought. It could be something about
going over and speaking to someone. It could be something about going out to a meeting. It could be something about
visiting your next-door neighbour. It could be something about giving something away. It could be something about doing
something for God on a big scale. You can reject it instantly as silly, or you can contemplate the possibility of following
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through on the thought. When you have finally convinced yourself that it is of God, you act. Normally, sometime later, you
know deep in your heart that you have done something precious and you feel enriched.

In this half of the chapter Paul has another reason for not sinning. It is to do with being a slave. Paul admits that what he
is on about is not easy to understand; hence he uses the illustration of slavery (v19).

The key idea behind the notion of slavery is that we are not free.

Paul says, “add up all the benefits that you have got from all the things that you have done wrong”. Here is the key verse,
verse 21. You will reap nothing but tragedy from any and all your acts of wrong. Whatever benefit you thought you might
gain from sin will be more than out weighed by the shame of doing wrong. There is not just an eternal consequence of
doing wrong. There is an immediate consequence too. You are in bondage to sin in the sense that you cannot avoid the
immediate consequences.

King David was saved from the eternal consequence of his adultery with Bathsheba, but he was not saved from the
immediate consequences (2 Sam 12:1-14). That act of adultery brought a terrible tension into David’s family, a tension
that in time saw the death of three of his sons. When the last of those three died David was a broken man. From the time
of his affair on, David was a man in decline.

It is true that we never ever risk God’s rejection because of our failures. Our weaknesses do not jeopardise God’s love.
But this does not mean that sin has no consequences in our lives. There can be repercussions in our lives. If you sin you
will reap the most awful consequences. That you have been saved from the eternal consequences of your sins does not
save you from the shame and the pain of your sins in the here and the now.

You cannot believe what Paul is saying and not strive for holiness. In fact if you are not changing and becoming more
and more holy year-by-year it is because you have not believed.
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